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Greetings Bluegrass Aficio-
nados.  Well, the desert sum-
mer is upon us.  Many of our 
members have escaped to 
northern climates, while 
those of us who have stayed 
behind seek refuge in 
patches of shade.  But re-
gardless of location, the 
beauty of bluegrass contin-
ues to beckon us.   
 
Some brief notes:   

1)  Marshall Vest’s 17th 
Street Market work-
shops continue to be a 
great success.  On 
April 17 t h  Andy 
McCune did an inter-
mediate banjo work-
shop and on May 15th, 
Tim Weed did an ad-
vanced banjo work-

shop.  The workshops 
will continue during 
the summer months.  

2) Under Mike Headrick 
great leadership, this 
year’s festival at the 
AVA Amphitheater is 
shaping up quite well.  
We even have a face-
book page telling folks 
about the festival.   

3) We continue to need 
experienced players 
come to the Monday 
night Beginners’ Work-
shop at Christ Commu-
nity Church from 6:30 
to 8:30 pm.  A bunch 
of us from the Work-
shop are signing up to 
attend Camp Bluegrass 
July 18-23rd in South 
Plains College in Lev-
elland, Texas.  Think 
about joining us for the 
ca ravan .   www.
campbluegrass.com.   

 
On May 18, the Music in the 
Schools group headed up by 
DBA members Roger Miku-
las and Kathy Harris had 

their last performance for 
this school year at Ft Lowell 
Elementary school. This 
group provides exposure to 
music to any school that re-
quests their presence with-
out charge. All participants 
come in costume. Bonnie 
Lohman came as “Nurse 
Bonnie” and played an auto-
harp. Joe Yellowhawk 
brought his washhtub bass. 
A favorite visitor is Chicken 
Fiddle, a large, yellow 
chicken who makes an ap-
pearance playing a fiddle 
and squawking, no mean 
feat when you consider 
Chicken Fiddle wears large 
rubber gloves. In summer 
time, it can get mighty hot 
being Chicken Fiddle, so she 
doesn't stay around for the 
entire performance.   
 
The MITS group is always 
looking for participants.  No 
need to be an advanced mu-
sician. It's great fun and you 
are encouraged to contact 
Roger and Kathy at knhar-
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Hi Bluegrass Fans 

Plans for our 11th festival are coming together - thanks to our festival committee.  
As reported in the last issue of Grass Clippings, the festival will be October 29-31, 

2010 at the AVA Amphitheater.  Since then we have signed our bands (insert drum roll here). 
They are:   

Russell More & IIIrd Tyme Out:  This band has walked away with IBMA's "Vocal 
Group of the Year" award 7 consecutive years. Their a capella renditions cannot be matched 
and their superb instrumentation suppliments their rich vocal blend. This "supergroup" is one 
of bluegrass music's most recognized and in-demand bands and we are please to welcome 
them to our stage.   

Special Consensus, led by our friend Greg Cahill, is celebrating their 35th anniversary of 
playing great bluegrass music by making a return apearance to our festival. They 
approach our hallowed music with boundless energy and an aesthetic reverence that 
tickles the ribs, tugs at the heart, and puts a restless two-step in boots and bare feet.  

Palmer Divide is coming from Colorado. Their well crafted lyrics, rock solid instrumentation, 
and tight 3 part harmonies reflect their deep respect of traditional bluegrass music and 
well as their desire to create a modern acoustic sound that is all their own.  

X Train, a band of Arizona superstars, will delight you.  OK you don’t recognize the name but 
you will recognize the performers.  Our own National Flatpicking Champ, Peter 
McLaughlin, is teaming up with  banjo wizard, Ross Nickerson - and they will be joined 
by Mark Miracle, Thomas Porter and Bob Denoncourt.  How great is that?      

Tangled Strings , our friends from up the road in Phoenix, won our band contest last year and 
won the right to entertain us this year as one of our featured bands.  

Jam Pak Blues ‘N’ Grass Band, led by the amazing Anni Beach. will delight us for the 
10th year. What else can I say – you got to see them.  

The band contest will be the best ever – guaranteed or we will gladly refund your price 
of admission.  Staged Friday evening on the beautiful AVA Amphitheater stage with spotlights, 
Old Blue Sound and a large, enthusiastic audience, this is the perfect place to showcase your 
band.  $1.000 in prize money and bragging rights are at stake.  Plus the top four bands get to 
perform during prime time.  If you have a band, submit you application ASAP, start practicing 
and invite your friends.  If not, just show up and invite your friends anyway.  Bring your 
instruments and sign up for the “Drop of the Hat” band scramble, which we hold while our 
judges figure out who won.  As always, audience admission to the band contest is free. 

So mark your calendars and make your plans.  You may follow our progress on our 
brand new Facebook page – “Tucson’s Annual Desert Bluegrass Festival”. Check it out, give a 
“thumbs-up” and share with your friends.  This is a great way to help spread the news.  This 
festival is shaping up to be our best yet and that is saying a lot.                        Mike Headrick 

TUCSON' 11TH ANNUAL DESERT BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 
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A benefit for Craig Tinney.  

 

Long-time supporter of traditional music and a fine musician to 
boot, Craig Tinney, was involved in a catastrophic motor 
vehicle accident this past November. To help defray the 
overwhelming amount of uncovered medical expenses, a 
group of friends is sponsoring this benefit to celebrate the 
power of music and friends.  

 

When: Sunday, June 13, 2010, 2:00 - 8:00 p.m.  
Where: Temple of Music & Art, Tucson.  

 

There will be 8 local and regional bands in concert in the main 
theater. There will be contra and square dancing in the 
Cabaret Theater. There will be a silent auction, raffle, special t-
shirts, food and more! Come for an hour or stay all day. It's a 
party of friends who wish to help "one of our own" in this time 
of need.  

 

Questions? Contact Jerry Weinert (520) 731-6001 or Beth 
Judd (520) 6096167. 
 

 
Borders Bookstore Open Mic's - Acoustic Music  

Oracle just S of Wetmore 
1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 6:30 to 10:00 
This month's music will be held on June 5th and 19th. Each 
night will have a feature act at 8:00. June 5, Gabriel Ayala will 
be the featured performer. June 19th to be announced 
 

 
Tucson Botanical Gardens Twilight Third Thursdays 

 

July 15, 2010 
Desert Bluegrass Band 6:30-8:30 
Info: 520-326-9686 x 10 

Great  Websites  
 

Desert Bluegrass 
Associatiom 
www/desertbluegrass/org 
 
Bluegrass Arizona Blog: 
www.bluegrassarizona.
blogspot.com 
 
Banjo: www.
banjohangout.org 
 
Fiddle: 
wwwlfiddlehangout.com 
 
Dobro: www.reso-nation.
org or 
www.resohangout.com 
 
Bass: www.
bluegrassbassplace.com 
 
Daily Dose of Bluegrass;
www.
bluegrassonthetube.com 

 

Radio 
 

The Bluegrass Radio 
Show with Milo 
Saturday 10 am - 12 
noon 
KXCI 91.3 FM 
520-622-5924  requests 

Instruction 
 

Bill Breen                              Scruggs style banjo by ear. 520-544-2418 
                                              www.banjohangout.org/myhangout/music.asp 
Corrine Cortese                    Fiddle lessons 520-235-3199 
Rudy Cortese            Banjo lessons  520-954-2103 
Peter McLaughlin                 Flatpick & bluegrass guitar: Beginner & advanced  520-529-2992 
Mike Purdy                            Guitar & mandolin 520-318-0659 
J.P. Thom-Gronachan          Banjo, guitar, mandolin, fiddle, theory  520-682-6201 
Mike Wallner             Banjo, Scruggs, melodic & clawhammer  520-327-8259 
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Associations 
 

Arizona Bluegrass Association 
            7257 N. 50th Dr. 
             Glendale, AZ 85301 
             Rick Rhodes--Chair 
             623-435-8406 
             luvkomidy@hotmail.com 
             www.azbluegrass.org 
 
International Bluegrass Music 
Association  (IBMA) 
             207 E. Second Street 

             Owensboro, KY 42303 
             502-926-7891 
 
So. Arizona Old Time Fiddlers 
Association 
             3020 W. Avenida Cresta 
             Tucson, AZ 85745 
             Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 
 
Tucson Friends of Traditional 
Music 
             Info: 520-408-6181 
             www.tftm.org 
 
Tucson Kitchen Musicians 
Association 
             PO Box 26531 
             Tucson, AZ 85726 
             www.tkma.org 
 
Tucson Old Time Music Circle 
             Banjo_brad@thegrid.net 
             Brad 520-818-0260 
             www.totmc.org 

Bands 
 

Bear Canyon Ramblers 
Marilyn   520-760-0479 
bluegrassjamboree@gmail.com 
www.bearcanyonramblers.com 

 

Cadillac Mountain  
Corrine   520-235-3199 

 

Crystal Ridge 
Brian Davies   520-349-9497 
www.musictucson.com 

 

Desert Sun String Band 
Charlie Sides   520-579-5918 
www.myspace.com/
desertsunstringband 

 

Dusty River Boys 
Mary Ann McCracken   520-977-
8113 
 

Flint Hill Special 
Glen Wilbourn   928-634-8411 

 

Gold Rush 
Jan or Mike   480-982-4938 

 

Headline Bluegrass Band 
Bill Cox   480-208-5217 
www.myspace.com/
headlinebluegrass 

 

Los Hombres 
Kenny Erickson   520-235-7473 

 

Peter Mc Laughlin 
520-529-2992 

 

The Bost Family Tradition 
Jeff Bost   520-432-5053 
JeffBost@earthlink.net 

 

The Busted Cowboy Band 
Jim Koweek   520-455-5387 

 

Titan Valley Warheads 
Ed Davenport   520-622-3699 

 

Way Out West 
Emmy Creigh   520-323-0704 

 

Whistle Stop 
Carol Pearse   623-780-8414 
Whistlestopbluegrass@cox.net 
http://www.myspace.com/
whistlestopbluegrass 
 
 
 
One or more player must be a member 
of the DBA to list your jam or band. 

Jams 
All DBA sponsored jams and 
performances are listed 
separately on the enclosed 
calendar and the DBA website at 
www.DesertBluegrass.org 
 

 
 
Southern AZ Old Time Fiddlers 
Assn.  
Southwest Community Center 
Cardinal Ave, Tucson, AZ 
Tuesday 7 PM 
Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 
 
 
Tradition Acoustic Bluegrass 
Jam Sessions 
Tempe, AZ 
Wednesday 7-10 PM 
Please call for confirmation of 
dates 
Info: Howard or Susan 
480-897-7425 
 

 
 
Catalina Mountain Chapter of 
the AZ Old Time Fiddlers 
Association 
3rd Monday at 7 PM 
Info: Laura 520-743-9491 
 
 
Autoharp jam 
Glass Onion Café 
1990 W. River Road 
Tuesday 1-4 PM 
Info: Bonnie 520-349-4812 

Lost In Holland  
house concert.  

 

Michael J. Ronstadt (cellist) and 
Josh Hisle (guitarist), otherwise 
known as "Lost In Holland" are 
doing a house concert at Roger 
Mikulas & Kathy Harris' on 
Sunday, June 13, at 6:00. The 
second half of the concert will also 
feature the Ronstadt Trio. Michael 
and Josh are currently touring 
internationally on Vapor Records, 
and present a unique acoustic 
blend of folk and rock. Reserve a 
seat by calling  520-575-5879.  

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

For Sale 
 

D41 Martin guitar, 1999, excellent 
shape 
 
F5L Gibson mandolin 1999 
Bill 520- 648-3224 
 
Student cello with bag and bow. 
Bonnie 520-296-1231 
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The brand new Audie Blaylock and Redline CD has been released - hooray. Audie worked 
with the great Jimmy Martin, the fabulous Rhonda Vincent, and the amazing Michael 
Cleveland. At a Blythe, California festival was the first time I really became aware of the 
immense talent of this man - he was the lead singer and guitar player in Michael Cleveland's 
band, and because there are 2 stages at the Blythe festival, I was busy running to each stage, 
grabbing a front row seat in any chair that was vacant, and listening to every word, of every 
song, as many times as possible.  
Audie formed Redline and when I saw the band in Maine last year at a Blistered Fingers 
Festival, in the pouring rain, with mud half way up my shoes, our motor home stuck in a foot 
of mud, and very chilly weather making everyone shiver, I thought - who cares - this is 
Audie Blaylock and his new band and I am lucky enough to be here to see them perform. 
Other folks felt the same way and sat in the rain to the very end.  
Evan Ward is on banjo and vocals. Patrick McAvinue plays fiddle, mandolin and sings too, 
and Matt Wallace is on bass and vocals.  
There's no way to describe the harmonies - check out www.AudieBlaylock.com and you can 
hear for yourself - isn't technology wonderful?  
In case you live in the mountains in a cabin and have no internet, I'll tell you more.  
"Cryin' Heart Blues", written by Joe Brown, is a fast tune - pure bluegrass. "All I can Do is 
Pretend" by Stan Keach and Terry Ward, is a quick 2 step rhythm. "Matches" by Keith 
Stegall and Charles F. Craig - "I've still got one old bridge I need to burn" - pick it Audie! 
Every break is so clean and pretty! "Can't Keep on Runnin" by Harley Allen, slows 
everything down to a soulful three quarter time. "You Can Keep Your Nine Pound Hammer" 
picks the speed up. It's a Pete Goble and Leroy Drumm prison song. The fiddle and banjo are 
so beautiful! Next, "Stay Away From Me" - by Bill Monroe. "Drink Up and Go Home" by 
Freddie Hart - fast waltz time - great song.  
"Troubles Round My Door" by Red Allen and Frank Wakefield. It's amazing how such a sad 
message can have such uptempo music.  
"Pray the Clouds Away" - by Jimmy Martin and Paul Williams - oh such beautiful 
harmonizing! "Let's Part the Best of Friends" - a Carter Stanley song. "Talk to Your Heart" 
written by Bradley and Louise Ulrich - this is a perfect song! "He is Near" - by Don 
Parmley - oh the wonderful harmonies! And the last song - fast clean fiddling, gorgeous 
banjo pickin', dynamic mandolin! Audie plays great solid rhythm guitar on this quick and 
challenging tune.  
Every song sounds like one written specifically for Audie. His voice is honest, unfaltering 

AUDIE BLAYLOCK AND REDLINE  
Cryin' Heart Blues  
Rural Rhythm Records  Marilyn Ryan Hulbert 



rispc@comcast.net if you are interested 
in participating in the next school year.  
With the educational budget cuts, this 
group provides a much needed addition 
to our children's education while at the 
same time having a great time. It's really 
a hoot! 
 
Well that’s about it.  We miss our friends 
in the northern climes, and are thankful 
for those who have stayed behind.   
 
Keep on the grass,          “Doc” Simpson 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST DBA 
MEMBERS 

 
Andy McCune                             Tucson  
 
JoAnn & David Shifflet             Tucson  
 
Jordan Danforth                          Tucson  
 
Rick Meyer                                  Tucson  
 
Joe Smothers                               Tucson  
 
Lonesome Traveler Band       Loveland, Colorado  

 
In the Spring of 2010, in a 
town called Cornville, AZ, 
Bob Nible was presented 
with a plaque "For years of 
accomplishment and 
service in the preservation 
of Old Time Fiddling". He 
and his wife Virginia made 
the 4 hour trip from Tucson 
to enjoy a weekend with 
old friends and members of 

the Arizona Old Time Fiddler's Association. He played 
back-up guitar for years - helping the children in Laura 
Berry's classes, was always at Reid Park to play guitar 
with the fiddlers competing for prizes, spent endless 
evenings playing guitar at the Old Time Fiddlers Jam 
sessions, and is still pickin' tunes while the fiddlers play.  
Congratulations to you, Bob, from all of your friends in 
the Desert Bluegrass Association. We love you! 

 

OLD TIME FIDDLING  AWARD  

 

and smooth and Audie Blaylock 
has matured to the place where 
he chooses his material to 
perfection, not only on this CD, 
but for his stage performances 
too. This band is one of the very 
best! Audie is a delight to see in 
person too - so... if you get a 
chance, go out and see him and 
Redline. They make it look so 
easy. They make you want to go 
home and practice! They are 
wonderful!  
In my opinion, this is a CD that 
should be in everyone's 
collection. This is bluegrass like 
it oughta be!  
I miss you all - see you in the 
fall,  

Marilyn  

AUDIE BLAYLOCK 
(CONT) 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(CONTINUED) 



Saturday, June 12, 8pm 
Plaza Palomino - corner N. Swan & E. Ft. Lowell 
$20 advance, $23 at the door 
Tickets at Antigone Books - 411 N. 4th Ave. 
all Bookmans locations, Grey Dog Trading Company in Plaza Palomino 
online: rhythmandroots.org 
more info 319-9966 
 
“A marvelous showcase of virtuoso instrumentals and beautifully timed vocals.”-Bluegrass 

Unlimited 
 
High lonesome Chris Brashear and Peter McLaughlin weave seamless brother harmonies 
with intricate arrangements and stunning virtuosity on guitar, fiddle and mandolin. Though 
steeped in the bluegrass tradition they perform original songs of prospectors, canyon 
country, and wild horses. Peter McLaughlin is a National Flatpicking Guitar Champion who 
toured and recorded with Laurie Lewis, and, along with Chris Brashear, founded the all star 
bluegrass band Perfect Strangers. Chris Brashear is a vocalist and multi-instrumentalist. He 
is known for writing new songs that sound like classics. From Tucson’s first family of 
music, The Ronstadt Trio honors traditional music from the Tucson vaquero tradition, 
featuring family harmonies from John, Bill and Jeanne Ronstadt with Neil Harry on pedal 
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Hi Bonnie. I receive e mails from you about everybody but you. More importantly, how's 
all going with you? I pray this silly e mail finds you and your kin and friends all well.  
I'm still in Montana, still freezing and discouraged about how infrequently I'm booked to 
lecture. Im again tinkering with the idea of heading to Tucson in the fall. Most of my 
lecture bookings are in the summer anyway. But I'm still undecided.  
Anyway, I'd like to stick an ad in the Bluegrass Association newsletter saying "Richard 
Baker's new book, Afriation Phobia" is now available. Google that title and see it on line."  
Are you the one to talk to about that? If it's another person, could you pass this on to them? 
Of course, I'm happy to send a check for what ever the fee amounts to.  
Say Hi to all my old friends there and tell them to google Afriation Phobia. Tell then I 
wish I could give them all a free copy like I did with my other books, but I only received 
five free copies and prosperity comes much easier in Arizona than it does in Montana.  
Thanks a ton. Richard Baker 

Rhythm & Roots welcomes 
CHRIS BRASHEAR & PETER McLAUGHLIN 

 with THE RONSTADT TRIO 

Letters to the Editor 



PAGE 9 

 
A letter of appreciation.  
 
I am writing to express my gratitude to the DBA and the many volunteers who have made 
the Monday night Beginner's Workshop such a great experience. It truly is for beginners 
and is, indeed, a valuable workshop. I attended my first session in early November last 
year and was so nervous, apprehensive, and just plain shaky, that I could hardly hold on to 
my steel, and sure enough, dropped my Dobro and put a nice chip in the back. The chip has 
turned out to be insignificant compared with the rewards of attending. The environment is 
so forgiving and amiable, that it now seems like a comfortable get together with friends 
and has made Monday night the highlight of my week.  
 
The format of the workshop is perfect; structured to move us all forward, but we spend a 
lot of time on each song; which creates such a familiarity that everyone can play along 
confidently and perhaps more important, play along comfortably. Splitting into instrument 
groups for a portion of the session allows for some dedicated teaching, and guest 
instructors always bring something new. We pretty much always end with 'Will The Circle 
Be Unbroken' which, as the title implies, seems to bind this group together. The 
environment is so nurturing, it brings beginners out of their shells, even sparking the desire 
to 'jump in there' a little bit. Best of all, it provides a place where newbies can actually play 
music with other pickers and not seem like a fifth wheel. The large turnout each week of 
returnees and new people speaks to the rousing success of this workshop.  
A big thank you to Reid, Gene, Marshall, Dave, Bonnie, and the many, many other helpers 
who devote time and effort, and do a great job. They make even us klutzes feel a little 
special.  
 
I wish especially to offer a heartfelt thanks to Paul 'Doc' Simpson. He is the driving force 
behind this wonderful workshop. His unflagging enthusiasm, his encouragement, and his 
nurturing bring out the best in everyone, and have allowed this old guy to realize a long 
time dream........to be able to play music with others.  
 
Lotsa grinnin' and sorta pickin',  
 
Monty Bonello  

Letters to the Editor 



PAGE 10 GRASS CLIPP INGS VOLUME 15  ISSUE 2  



PAGE 11 GRASS CLIPP INGS VOLUME 15  ISSUE 2  

The 17th Street Market  Instrument Clinics 

 
 

Mandolin Clinic with Mike Purdy on June 19 from 2-4 PM  
 

Fiddle Clinic with Danielle Hendry on July 17 from 2-4 PM.  
 

 

Further info, contact Marshall Vest  
mbvest@aol.com or 520-907-9698 
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