
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
State of the Grass 

“Doc” Simpson, June 

2009 
Greetings Bluegrass Aficio-
nados.  Well, as you may 
have already guessed, we’re 
into the summer months of 
livin’ in the Great South-
west!  Many of our mem-
bers have made their annual 
migration to cooler cli-
mates.  But a hardy band of 
bluegrass lovers remain 
here in the desert to carry 
on the mission of the 
DBA –  to promote and 
play bluegrass!  Here’s the 
latest happenings.   
 
Our Beginners Workshops 
have been a great success.  
We have been meeting 
every Monday night from 
6:30-8:30pm in the choir 

room at Christ Community 
Church, 7801 E. Kenyon Dr.  
Our first instructor was Bill 
Paul.  The next instructor 
has been Mike Headrick.  
Each has brought years of 
insight and experience, to 
the delight of the students.   
 
Doc Reifschneider continues 
to lead exciting perform-
ances on 4th Ave. on Satur-
days.  Great job Doc!   
 
Charlie Sides has been host-
ing jams on the Northwest 
side.  The first Thursday of 
every month we’re been at 
Vero Amore Restaurant 
and the third Sunday of each 
month we’ve been at Ex-

presso Drini.  These have 
been very well attended by 
pickers and grinners.  As we 
moved into May, Charlie 
and Marlys went back up to 
Washington until next Octo-
ber.  Rich Errico stepped 
into the vacancy and will be 
the host until this fall.    
 
 “The Professor” - Marshall 

Vest - has led the way on the 
exciting series of instru-

ment clinics at the 17th 
Street Market.  The first was 
a banjo clinic taught by Ti-
tan Valley Warhead’s Andy 
McCune on April 18th.  Then 
on May 16th the incompara-
ble Mike Purdy did a man-
dolin clinic.  I counted 25 
students and a number of 
onlookers!  Coming up Sat-
urday, June 20th, from 2-
4pm, Crystal Ridge’s Tom 

Carpenter will be doing a 
flat-picking guitar clinic.  
On August 15th  the Profes-
sor has set up a bass clinic 
with Evan Dane (also with 
Titan Valley Warheads).  
Spread the word. 
 
The Professor also arranged 
for the “17th Street Market 

Jam” on the 4th Wednesday 
of each month from 4-6pm.  
This is an intermediate-to-
advanced bluegrass jam and 
has been well attended.   
 
“Pickn’ at the Peak Ex-

trava-jamsa” has been hap-
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Your festival plan-
ning committee (Bonnie 
Lohman, Geoff Fox, Dave 
Polston and Mike Headrick) 
has been working hard on 
our 10th Annual Festival, 
which will be held October 
23, 24 and 25 on the plaza 
at Desert Diamond Casino.  
We have a great line-up of 
bands, including some of 
our most frequently re-
quested acts.  This year’s 
headliners will be the Gib-

son Brothers from upstate 
New York with beautiful 
harmonies, fine playing, and 
exceptionally moving writ-
ing.  Valerie Smith and 

Liberty Pike return by 
popular demand to play up a 
storm onstage and present 
beautiful and exciting per-
formances.  Goldwing Ex-

press from Branson Mis-
souri is one of the most ex-
citing groups in Bluegrass. 
Three Native American 
brothers and their hilarious 
paleface father bring down 

the house with world-class, 
knee slappin' bluegrass.  
The Brombies from South-
ern California will bring 
their "it's gotta be fun or 
forget about it attitude".  
Last year, the Headline 

Bluegrass Band from 
Phoenix won our 1st annual 
band contest.  This year 
they return as a featured 
band.  And our friends from 
the Jam Pak Blues “N” 

Grass Neighborhood Band 
will join us again.  Speaking 
of the Band Contest, our 
2nd annual “Battle of the 
Bands” will be held at 7 pm 
on Friday evening with 
$750 prize money and 
showcase performance op-
portunities at stake.  Dave 
Lanham has already re-
ceived entries from a couple 
of bands, so tune up your 
instruments, start practicing 
and get your applications to 
Dave. 

For the past nine 
years, the festival has been 
financed, in part, by the 
DBA.  We have raised funds 
by playing gigs, by contri-
butions to the tip jar at jams 
and by selling merchandise.  
This year we have added 
ways for businesses and in-
dividuals to help keep blue-
grass thriving and growing 

in Southern Arizona.  We 
have Sponsorships, which 
allow you or your business 
to support bluegrass music 
at a level that you choose.  
Anything from sponsoring 
the entire festival, to spon-
soring the band contest, 
sponsoring a band or buying 
advertisements in the pro-
gram.  In return, our spon-
sors will receive a package 
of benefits including recog-
nition from the stage, ban-
ners on the stage, advertise-
ments in the program, com-
plementary tickets to the 
festival, performances by a 
DBA band, advertisements 
in “Grass Clippings” and a 
certificate of thanks.  De-
tails of the sponsorship lev-
els and the benefits package 
is being posted on our web-
site at www.desertbluegrass.
org. Of course, to be suc-
cessful we need to find 
sponsors and we need your 
help.  We have a sponsor-
ship package, which in-
cludes all the needed infor-
mation plus a dvd of sights 
and sounds from last year’s 
festival as an introduction 
for those not familiar with 
festivals.  To get sponsor-
ship packages please see 
Bonnie, Mike, Geoff, Klyle 
or Dave.   

Festival Update 
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Instruction 
Bill Breen                                 Scruggs style banjo by ear. 520-544-2418 
                                                  www.banjohangout.org/myhangout/music.asp 
Casey                                       Harmonic instruction  520-887-2148 
Corrine Cortese                                   Fiddle lessons 520-235-3199 
Rudy Cortese                          Banjo lessons  520-954-2103 
Peter McLaughlin                    Flatpick & bluegrass guitar: Beginner & advanced  520-529-2992 
Mike Purdy                               Guitar & mandolin 520-318-0659 
Lindianne Sarno                     Fiddle  520-325-8752 
J.P. Thom-Gronachan            Banjo, guitar, mandolin, fiddle, theory  520-682-6201 
Mike Wallner                            Banjo, Scruggs, melodic & clawhammer  520-327-8259 
Tim Wiedenkeller                    Banjo, traditional, melodic, progressive, jazz, blues, world and classical   
                                                  520-795-4058  www.tucsonbanjo.com 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST DBA MEMBERS 
 
Edward Pokorney                   Marana, AZ                Gary Ackers & Jo Holt           Oro Valley, AZ  
Carrol & Coney Oldenburg    Tucson, AZ                 Jeff Balmat                             Tucson, AZ  
Carol G. Brown                      Tucson, AZ                 Molly Jo Fuller                       Tombstone, AZ  
John & Jo Green                     Vail, AZ                      Carl Manz & Christine Johnson         Tucson, AZ  
Ed & Nancy Widmann           Marana, AZ                Ron Slatin                               Tucson, AZ  
Bonnie Groth                          Casa Grande, AZ        Irv & Bev Wright                                Tucson, AZ  
Corrine Cortese                      Tucson, AZ                 Fannie Robbins                                   Mesa, AZ  
Al & Nancy Robertson           Casa Grande, AZ 
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Associations 

 
Arizona Bluegrass Association 
            7257 N. 50th Dr. 
             Glendale, AZ 85301 
             Rick Rhodes--Chair 
             623-435-8406 
             Email: 
             luvkomidy@hotmail.com 
             www.azbluegrass.org 
 
International Bluegrass Music 
Association  (IBMA) 
             207 E. Second Street 

             Owensboro, KY 42303 
             502-926-7891 
 
So. Arizona Old Time Fiddlers 
Association 
             3020 W. Avenida Cresta 
             Tucson, AZ 85745 
             Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 
 
Tucson Friends of Traditional 
Music 
             Info: 520-408-6181 
             www.tftm.org 
 
Tucson Harmonica Club 
             Info: 520-887-2148 
 
Tucson Kitchen Musicians 
Association 
             PO Box 26531 
             Tucson, AZ 85726 
             www.tkma.org 
 
Tucson Old Time Music Circle 
             Banjo_brad@thegrid.net 
             Brad 520-818-0260 
             www.totmc.org 

Bands 
Bear Canyon Ramblers 
Marilyn   520-760-0479 
bluegrassjamboree@gmail.com 
www.bearcanyonramblers.com 
 
Cadillac Mountain  
Corrine   520-235-3199 
 
Crystal Ridge 
Brian Davies   520-297-4225 
www.musictucson.com 
 
Dusty River Boys 
Mary Ann McCracken   520-977-
8113 
 
Flint Hill Special 
Glen Wilbourn   928-634-8411 
 
Gold Rush 
Jan or Mike   480-982-4938 
 
Headline Bluegrass Band 
Bill Cox   480-208-5217 
www.myspace.com/
headlinebluegrass 
 
Los Hombres 
Kenny Erickson   520-235-7473 
 
Peter Mc Laughlin 
520-529-2992 
 
Salt Creek 
Roland   520-803-0078 
Mike       520-378-4977 
 
Special Blend 
Ray or Marilyn Sealing 
928-300-6810 
Gypsylady@isp.com 
 
The Bost Family Tradition 
Jeff Bost   520-432-5053 
JeffBost@earthlink.net 
 
The Busted Cowboy Band 
Jim Koweek   520-455-5387 
 
Titan Valley Warheads 
Ed Davenport   520-622-3699 
 
Way Out West 
Emmy Creigh   520-323-0704 
 

Jams 
All DBA sponsored jams and 
performances are listed separately on the 
enclosed calendar and the DBA website 
at www.DesertBluegrass.org 
 

Bluegrass In Casa Grande 
Traditional Accoustic Bluegrass 
Jam. 
1st Saturday of each month 
6:30 - 9:30 
Info: Klyle Stall (520) 421-2596 
 

Southern AZ Old Time Fiddlers 
Assn.  
Southwest Community Center 
Cardinal Ave, Tucson, AZ 
Tuesday 7 PM 
Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 
 

Tradition Acoustic Bluegrass 
Jam Sessions 
Tempe, AZ 
Wednesday 7-10 PM 
Please call for confirmation of 
dates 
Info: Howard or Susan 
480-897-7425 
 

Catalina Mountain Chapter of 
the AZ Old Time Fiddlers 
Association 
3rd Monday at 7 PM 
Info: Laura 520-743-9491 

Great  Websites 

Check 'Em Out! 
Bluegrass Arizona Blog: www.
bluegrassarizona.blogspot.com 
 
Banjo: www.banjohangout.org 
Fiddle: wwwlfiddlehangout.com 
Dobro: www.reso-nation.org or 
             www.resohangout.com 
Bass: www.bluegrassbassplace.
com 

 
Titan Valley Warheads 
             Li'l Abner's Steakhouse 
             8501 N Silverbell Road, 
Tucson 
             Sundays 6:30-9:30 PM 
             Info: Ed 520-622-3699 

 

The Bluegrass Radio Show with 
Milo 
             Saturday 10 am - 12 noon 
             KXCI 91.3 FM 
             520-622-5924  requests 

EVENTS 



 
 

The title song is "Same Old 
Place", but Newfound Road's 
music transcends any old places 
and will bring you to a new lis-
tening place for bluegrass music. 
Their music is as traditional as 
can be, but flavored in a brand 
new way.  
 
The other reviewers may 
call it "soul" and "raw 
emotion". Call it what you 
will, try to categorize it, 
analyze it, and realize it is 
a combination of talented 
musicians led by one of 
the most gifted vocalists 
ever to appear on the 
bluegrass music scene. 
Tim Shelton's powerful 
voice, effortlessly per-
forms every song, evoking heart-
aches and tears, and feelings of 
true love.  
 
Jr. Williams plays strong and 
melodic banjo and sings lead and 
tenor. Their voices blend per-
fectly, and though Jr.'s now not 
with the band, you'll get to hear 
him on this album. Each time 
I've seen them, Jr. was in the 
band. He is a talented and spir-
ited man.  
 
Joe Booher plays mandolin, 
Justin Moses is on resonator gui-
tar and flat top guitar, Randy 
Barnes is playing upright bass, 
and Jim Vancleve is doing some 
background baritone vocals and 
playing fiddle and probably a bit 

of mandolin too. They are all 
amazing musicians.  
 
So here's what you'll hear:  
Try to Be - a song by Sonya 
Isaacs, Same Old Place, written 
by Tim Stafford, My Shoes Sure 
Know How to Get Around, by 
Tim Stafford & Becky Buller (so 
great!), River of Pain, a Ronnie 

Bowman song, 
Love Stay Away 
from me - Tim 
Shelton song, On 
the Back Row by 
Jerry Chestnut, 
Brand New Bro-
ken Heart by 
Larry Sparks, 
Give Me Jesus 
written by Sherrill 
Jennings, I am the 

Man Thomas - Ralph Stanley & 
Larry Sparks, Lonesome River 
by Carter Stanley, Piledriver 
written by Justin Moses, and 
Full Circle, a Tim O'Brien - 
Randy Handley song.  
 
Piledriver - the Justin Moses in-
strumental is hot!  
 
All of the songs chosen for this 
album are wonderful!  
 
But... I must say, if Tim Shelton 
were to sing the phone book to 
me, it would also sound wonder-
ful. He is flawless in my opin-
ion. He can sing country, blue-
grass, blues, gospel and rock 'n' 
roll and each song becomes his 
own. He's probably singing op-
era as you read this might have a 

bluegrass interpretation of "La 
Donna e mobile" on the next al-
bum. - never can tell.  
If you've already seen Newfound 
Road at a festival, or have their 
first Rounder album "Life in a 
Song", you know what I'm talk-
ing about when I say this band is 
powered by the amazing vocal 
talents of Tim and Jr., and the 
wonderful instrumental talents of 
all the members. Their music is 
timed to the beat of the human 
heart and conjures up emotions 
from the very depths of where 
all emotions live. This is talent 
in the true sense of the word. 
This band shows what work and 
dedication mixed with golden 
vocal chords and magic fingers 
can produce.  
 
I was blown away the first time I 
heard them and can truly say 
there's no other like them. If I 
see they are going to be perform-
ing at a festival, I make it a point 
to get there and always wish 
they would play for hours and 
hours!  
 
I impatiently waited for New-
found Road's "Same Old Place" 
and am so glad it came in time to 
review it for you.  
 
www.newfoundroad.com www.
myspace.com/newfoundroad  
 
Wish I was in AZ pickin' with 
you, but I'll keep in touch with 
reviews and see you in the fall.  
 
Marilyn  

NEWFOUND ROAD 

 

SAME OLD PLACE                         ROUNDER RECORDS 
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Marilyn Ryan Hulbert 



In these tough economic 
times, becoming a sponsor 
is not affordable for many 
but you can contribute 
through The Bluegrass 

Raffle.  Brooke Miner and 
Betty Headrick proposed 
the raffle and are working to 
put it together.  The DBA 
will ask businesses and in-
dividuals to contribute 
“music related” items which 
the DBA will raffle at the 
festival.  The items will not 
be raffled individually but 
will be included in one of 
several cases - literally in-
strument cases.  The cases 
will include: 

Banjo Case  Items related 
to picking the banjo.  A 
hand woven banjo strap has 
been offered.  Could include 
strings, picks, cds, instruc-
tion books -perhaps an un-
abridged collection of banjo 
jokes. 

Guitar Case  Items of inter-
est to guitar pickers.  So far, 
a hand woven guitar strap, a 
nice bottle of “Red Guitar” 
wine and a guitar shaped fly 
swatter have been donated.  
This case could include 
strings, picks, books, capo.  

Mando Case  for mandolin 
pickers.  Perhaps a tuner 
would be good.  Again 

strings, picks books.  So far, 
a master weaver has volun-
teered to create a hand 
woven strap and Mike 
Purdy has volunteered to 
teach a mandolin lesson. 

Fiddle Case for fiddlers.  
Rosin, a mute would be 
good, ear plugs, strings, a 
lesson?  Mike Headrick has 
offered a “fiddle check-up” 
for this case.  

Grinner’s “Case” Every-
thing for our grinner 
friends.  Concert tickets, 
cds, chairs, water bottles, 
sun screen or meal gift cer-
tificates would be good.   

New Violin , including case 
and bow, has been donated 
by Steve and Marilyn Hul-
bert. Mike Headrick has 
carved a bridge and set up 
the violin – it sounds very 
nice.  

           Linda Baker and 
Karen Reifschneider are go-
ing to create pottery for the 
raffle and two bluegrass belt 
buckles have been donated.  
The idea is to have nice 
items of high value to make 
the cases attractive.  A target 
value of each case should be 
$100 to $200.   

           People can buy tick-
ets and decide how to dis-

tribute them among the dif-
ferent cases.  The winners 
will be drawn at the festival 
but winners will not have to 
be present to win.  That 
would allow us to sell tick-
ets at jams prior to the festi-
val.  

           You can help by iden-
tifying and collecting fun, 
attractive items for the raf-
fle.  So here is the chal-
lenge.  Our fiddle players 
work on items for the fiddle 
case, banjo pickers work on 
the banjo case, grinners 
work on the grinners case – 
you get the idea.  We will 

 

Festival Update 
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see who gets the best case 
put together.  Who will vol-
unteer to lead each “case 
team”.  If interested contact 
Betty (760-0745 or 
mbheadrick@aol.com), 
Brooke (mbminer@theriver.
com) or Bonnie (296-1231 
or basslady78@comcast.
net).  A raffle gift informa-
tion form is available on our 
website or from one of the 
coordinators.  When collect-
ing items please complete 
the form and forward to one 
of the coordinators so we 
know what has been do-
nated and so we can appro-
priately recognize our do-
nors.   Donors of raffle 
items will be listed on the 
raffle displays, on our web-
site, in the festival program 
and in our newsletter – and 

of course all gifts are tax 
deductible.  
DBA Patrons  Individuals 
who wish to support the 
goals of the Desert Blue-
grass Association can make 
donations to the DBA and 
become a DBA patrons.  
Three levels of patrons will 
be recognized based upon 
the amount of their dona-
tion.    

Turquoise Level  - gifts of 
$100 or greater 

Copper Level -  gifts from 
$50 to $99 

Quartz Level - gifts from 
$25 to $49 

As a patron you get your 
name listed in the festival 
program, on our website 
and in our newsletter, a tax 

deduction for the gift with 
receipt provided by the 
DBA and a certificate of 
thanks.  To become a pa-
tron, simply contact a board 
member or get a patron 
form from out website. 

So there it is – all of the 
ways that you can help keep 
our bluegrass festival thriv-
ing and growing in South-
ern Arizona.  You will know 
that you helped the music 
through these tough eco-
nomic times, you will get 
recognition for your contri-
butions and all gifts are tax 
deductable.  In any case, 
come to the festival this fall, 
bring a friend and enjoy 
some great music.  It will be 
fun.              Mike Headrick 
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Festival Update 

Photo by Charlie Sides 
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currently with the famed Joe 

Mullins and the Radio Ram-

blers.   
 
We wish our northern friends a 
safe summer and swift return to 
us in the fall.  But in the mean-
time, if you are here in the Tuc-
son area, come on out to join us 
for weekly DBA events.  The 
very notion of Bluuueeee-
Graaaasssss brings to mind the 
coolest shades of blue and the 
beckoning call of green, green, 
grass.  Ahhh!  Tucson in the 
summer: the cool of the eve-
ning, mandolin in hand, jam-
ming with terrific friends from 
the DBA.  I wouldn’t want it 
any other way.   
 
“Doc” Simpson 
 
 

players and singers were en-
couraged to attend.  
 
On May 2nd, we had our 
first-ever “Wickenburg 

Road Trip”.  This was a 
friendship event jointly or-
ganized by the Arizona 
Bluegrass Association and 
the Desert Bluegrass Organi-
zation.  We met together un-
der a huge ramada in a beau-
tiful park and jammed from 
noon until the evening 
hours.  Dennis and Kathy 
Vance, from the Mandolin 
Store, hosted the event and 
provided a great barbeque.  
They also flew in Adam 
McIntosh for instrument 
clinics on the guitar, banjo 
and mandolin.  Adam is a 
former member of the Dry 

Branch Fire Squad and is 

pening every third Thurs-

day of the month.  Perform-
ing and jamming goes on in 
the restaurant and all over 
Trail Dust Town.   
 
The Rincon Market jams 
were decreased to the first 
Wednesday of each month. 
The Sunday jam there was 
cancelled. 
  
Summer hours have started at 
the Udall Jam.  Now it is 7-9 
the first Sunday of each 
month.  
  
A group of DBA members 
helped out again this year at 
the bluegrass gospel jam on 
Sunday morning at the Tuc-
son Folk Festival. This is an 
annual event headed by Eden 
Hackney and all bluegrass 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE CONTINUED 

Photo by Charlie Sides 
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These four musicians represented the Desert Bluegrass 

Association and gave a two hour Bluegrass Music 
performance at the SABHA Spring Home and Patio 
Show on Saturday, April 4, 2009. This performance 
took the bluegrass genre beyond our usual "grinners" to 
a larger audience of people unfamiliar with this style of 
music. The crowd of listeners included a few that were 
loud and vocal and demanded an encore number at the 
end of the regular performance. Charlie’s daughter and 
her family (husband and two kids) from Seattle attended 
the performance so Charlie sang Froggie Went A 
Courtin’ and dedicated the song to his grandkids, Troy 
& Jamie. Sam, as usual, brought the house down with 
his rendition of Out Behind the Barn. Bill displayed his 
numerous musical skills and talent by singing his own 

composition, Slow Dancing. Geoff’s first tune was Home Sweet Home and he also played the encore song 
with another hot banjo tune, Foggy Mountain Breakdow.  It was a crowd pleaser. A few more Musicians 
would have been helpful. 
 

Charlie Sides 

DBA PERFORMS AT SAHBA 

The Espresso Drini Coffee Shop sponsored this April 19th edition of The Dove Mountain Bluegrass Jam. A 
total of nine Desert Bluegrass Association musicians provided non-stop music from 3 to 5:00 PM to an 
appreciative and large crowd of listeners. It was a nice-warm and sun shinny day and the Patio was the 
scene of some hard driven’-knee slappin’-foot stompin’ Bluegrass Music. Espresso Drini coffee Shop has 
expanded its products. In addition to any Hot or Cold type coffee drink you could want, they have added 
Gelato Ice cream. Perfect timing as the hot summer months are on the way. I saw several people in the 
audience with a dish of the good stuff. 
 
The next Bluegrass Jam on the Patio will be the Vero Amore Pizza Jam, held the first Thursday of each 
month from 6 to 8 PM. That would be a great time to enjoy some of their authentic wood fired Neapolitan 
Pizza and listen to the Desert Bluegrass Association musicians jamming on the Patio. Come early or bring 
a lawn chair as the seating is limited. 
 
 
Vero Amore Pizza Restaurant Call: (520) 579-2292            

 
Espresso Drini Coffee Shop Call: (520) 616-6088      
 
Musicians Call Rich: (520) 818-0358    

DOVE MOUNTAIN BLUEGRASS JAM  
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Regarding the newsletter nam-
ing: 
Bonnie, 
I think the name is great. Good 
choice.                    Klyle Stall 
 
 
I really like the new format for 
the bulletin. It is crisp and clean 
and to the point. Saw "Doc" at 
the camp out and told him the 
same. For a lot of us the bulletin 
is the only way of keeping up 
with what is going on. Thanks 
Bonnie...…                            ......
Nelson Gammon 

Thanks to God for people like 
Bill De Vinney, Charlie Sides, 
and Geoff Fox. We were able to 
entertain 
an audience at the annual home 
show for two full hours this af-
ternoon. We were playing blue-
grass music under a tent with a 
chilly wind wafting through. The 
audience stayed with us and 
wanted encores after we had 
done "THE CIRCLE". 
 
We functioned without a bass, 
thanks to Charlie and Bill's 
rhythm skills, and it is difficult 

when one is accustomed to hav-
ing a rock-solid bassist to keep 
things tied together.  I am prom-
ising to build Georgia a "single 
string bass" one of these  days...
just in case we are "un-bassed" 
again some time.... First I must 
find a used rubber truck inner 
tube to use for a diaphragm for 
that instrument. I think that the 
bottom of a washtub sounds a bit 
too tinny to suit most of us..                                                 
Sam Brown 

Classified Ads 
 

TACOMA ACOUSTIC GUITAR with L. R. Baggs pickup. Western Cedar top, Mahogany back and 
sides, satin finish, Rosewood fingerboard, chrome tuners, compensated saddle. Effortless action, 
beautiful condition, great sound acoustic or amplified. Great gig guitar - lightweight with big sound. 
Hard shell Case. Original owner. $900.  
Marilyn Ryan Hulbert 
520-760-0479 e-mail - bluegrass jamboree@gmail.com 
 

Dear music friends, 
I'm selling my 1983 Martin D-18, Limited Edition Series, signed by C.F. Martin ll and C.F. Martin lll. I 
consider the guitar in good condition, with some finish wear noted after over 25 years of playing. I 
hand-picked this guitar from three in the series back when it was a newly minted instrument. It is the 
guitar I used on my Wanderlust recording. As with all D-18s, it has Mahogany back and sides. It has a  
Spruce top and Ebony fingerboard and bridge. It is tonally rich and complex. If interested, please 
contact Peter McLaughlin at 520-292-5992, or e-mail mcpeter@aol.com. Price is $1850.00 or best 
offer. 
Chris Brashear 
413-259-1890 

www.chrisbrashear.net 
 

 

Afriats: Understanding Forced Interpersonal Interactions. 
A new book by Richard Baker. Google "Afriats" to inspect the book. Available online at 
Barnes and Noble or Amazon.com. 
 

 
Cello for sale. Student cello with bow and soft cover    
520-296-1231 

Letters to the Editor 



 
 
 
 
 
Years ago, the DBA held a contest which was advertised in the newsletter. It 
asked members to submit suggestions for a name for our newsletter.  After 
grave consideration by the naming committee, Keith Freeman has been 
declared the winner of the contest and the newsletter is now officially 
named.  Thanks, Keith. 
 
 
 

Grass Clippings 
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Newsletter Named after 14 Years 
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DESERT BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION  
7878 E. Cloud Road 
Tucson, AZ 85750-2819 

First name:                                                         Last name: 

Street Address:                                                  City:                         State:            Zip:      

Home phone:                                                     Cell phone: 

Email address: 

 

 

Do you wish to be included in the Membership Directory? (check one)    Yes�    No� 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

June/July 2009                                                      Volume 14, Issue 8 
A NON-PROFIT VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATION 

300 copies 

 

 

 

ADDRESS Label 

Membership dues for the Desert Bluegrass Association are $15 annually per family, due March 1st, and includes 
bulk mailing of the bi-monthly newsletter to each member. 
Members joining after November of any year will have their membership extended through the next year. Those 
joining before November must renew the following March 1st. 

Complete this form then mail it, along with your personal check or money order payable to Desert 
Bluegrass Association, to: 

Fran Riggs (DBA Membership Secretary) 
17247 E Peach Tree Road 

Mayer, AZ 86333-4146 

Www.DesertBluegrass.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
TUCSON, ARIZONA 
PERMIT NO. 1830 
 
 
Return Service Requested 

 

MEMBER OF THE DESERT BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION 

Cut out this box 
The mailing label is now your DBA membership card 


