
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State of the Grass 

“Doc” Simpson,  

December 2009 
Greetings Bluegrass Aficio-
nados.  Here’s the latest 
happenings.   
 
Our 10th Annual Tucson 
Bluegrass Festival was a 
terrific success by every 
measure!  Attendance was 
great, there was an exciting 
lineup of bands, the Friday 
night band contest/scramble 
continues to be a highlight, 
we had solid support from 
local businesses, and a large 
array of vendors with qual-
ity products at the festival.  
I am very pleased to an-
nounce that for the first 
time in about 8 years, we 
actually turned a profit!  In 
today’s economy, that is a 
huge testament to the hard 

work of all our volunteers.   
 
And on that note, I want to 
send a big “Thank you” to 
some of the key volunteers 
that made all of this possi-
ble.  Mike Headrick put in 
countless hours over the 
year negotiating with the 
folks at the casino, coordi-
nating the volunteers, creat-
ing an impressive informa-
tion packet that promoted 
the festival to local busi-
nesses, printing the program 
& flyers, and being the “go-
to-guy” doing setup, coordi-
nating events all three days 
of the festival, and configur-
ing the information from the 
feedback forms.  It cannot 
be over-emphasized how 
critical Mike’s contributions 
were – the festival simply 
wouldn’t happen without his 
central role.   
 
Then there’s Bonnie Loh-
man who arranged the con-
tracts and multitude of de-
tails for the bands to come to 
Tucson.  Geoff Fox worked 

on publicity and did tedious 
grant-writing to different 
programs (and he got us two 
important grants!).  Betty 
Headrick and Brooke Miner 
put in tremendous effort to 
create multiple instrument 
packages that were raffled 
off (did I mention we actu-
ally made a profit this year?)  
Can you appreciate how 
much work it was to get all 
the different items that were 
donated, put the packages 
together, do promotional 
photos, take the packages to 
different events two months 
prior to the festival.  Wow. 
 
Bill Breen is a fantastic MC.  
I don’t know that folks 
really understand the hard 
work he provides over three 
days – always having to be 
there, no breaks, and manag-
ing all kinds of last-second 
change ups in the schedule.  
Dave Polson stepped up to 
serve in a whole new way 
this year.  He helped to at-
tract new vendors and put in 
lots of work to get them set 
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up on site and then ad-
dressed their needs through-
out the festival.  Barbara 
and Bob Van Hoesen kept 
track of all the money and 
kept it safe and accounted 
for.  Barb than put together 
an accounting report that 
made sense of everything.   
 
Then, of course, there’s the 
small army of volunteers 
manning the entrances, in-
formation booth, and help-
ing with set-up and tear-
down.  The only reason we 
have been able to have the 
high caliber of festivals for 
the past 10 years has been 
because of our volunteers 
contributing their time, hard 
labor, and genius.  The 
Southwest is a better place, 
and bluegrass is stronger 
community, because of their 
efforts.   
 
Now, take a deep breath for 
this next paragraph.   
 

It is with sadness that I 
share with you this festival 
will most likely be our last 
one.  The tremendous labor 
from the volunteers has 
taken its toll over time.  Our 
lead organizers Mike, Bon-
nie and Geoff are worn out, 
and due a sorely deserved 
rest.  If we were to attempt 
another festival in 2010 or 
2011, we would have to 
have some rock-solid com-
mitments from new volun-
teers who would be willing 
to donate 60-80 hours dur-
ing the year.  That’s a lot to 
ask.  On the bright side, if 
this is our last festival, at 
least we’re going out with a 
thunderous “bang” of great 
success.   
 
On January 8th, we’re going 
to meet at 7pm at Jim and 
Bonnie Lohman’s house to 
discuss if and how we might 
do a future festival.  Their 
address is 7878 E Cloud 
Road.  You can call Bonnie 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE CONTINUED 
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at 296-1231 or e-mail her at 
basslady78@comcast.net 
for more information.  Top-
ics will include whether we 
could do this with new vol-
unteers, should we consider 
a professional promoter, 
should we change the venue 
to somewhere else in Tuc-
son?  If you have some 
thoughts, please come and 
share them.   
 
On a personal note, as we 
wrap up another year, I 
want to express what a 
pleasure and privilege it has 
been to serve as your DBA 
president.  Thank you for 
the opportunity to lead such 
a wonderful group of peo-
ple.  We’ve accomplished 
some great things this past 
year.  Here’s wishing one 
and all a joyous and blessed 
Christmas and Hanukah.   
 
 
 
“Doc” Simpson 

 

The 17th Street Market  Instrument Clinics 
 

Guitar Clinic on December 19 from 2-4 PM  
Fiddle Clinic with Corrine Cortese on January 16 from 2-4 PM.  

 

 
Further info, contact Marshall Vest @mbvest@aol.com  



Instruction 
 

Bill Breen                          Scruggs style banjo by ear. 520-544-2418 
                                          www.banjohangout.org/myhangout/music.asp 
Corrine Cortese               Fiddle lessons 520-235-3199 
Rudy Cortese                   Banjo lessons  520-954-2103 
Peter McLaughlin             Flatpick & bluegrass guitar: Beginner & advanced  520-529-2992 
Mike Purdy                       Guitar & mandolin 520-318-0659 
J.P. Thom-Gronachan     Banjo, guitar, mandolin, fiddle, theory  520-682-6201 
Mike Wallner                     Banjo, Scruggs, melodic & clawhammer  520-327-8259 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST DBA MEMBERS 
 
 

Carl Meiner Tucson                                Rich Kronberg & Cheri Solien Tucson  
Richard Munyon Sahuarita                    Brush Arbor Revival Dewey  
Rick Cronen Oro Valley               James Sanchez & Susan Clark Tucson  
Daniel Pintor Tucson                              Oscar Pintor Tucson 
 

Letters to the Editor 

 

Howdy, Kara and Bonnie  
DBA member Kara Hartzler came to the Four Corner States Bluegrass Festival in Wickenburg this 
weekend and entered the Vocals Contest.  
Kara took home a red ribbon and some cash for taking Second Place in the contest! Kara has a beautiful 
voice and we were so pleased she came to Wickenburg and demonstrated her wonderful talent.  
Many people in attendance commented how impressed they were with Kara's performance. 
Congratulations, Kara! We're SO proud of you!  
Bill Breen 
 
Thanks so much for the kind words, Bill. It's really nice to feel such great support from you and the 
entire DBA!  
Kara Hartzler 
 
From: Sam Brown to Rich Errico, in response to the Saddlebrooke show in October 
, 
I will be forever burdened with the task of trying to be "the guy" your team made me appear to be last 
night. I am just a bashfully honest old farm kid who owes more than he is able to give to the people he 
is hanging out with. Thanks Rich for making an old guy feel like he was able to give an audience 
something that he has always "wisht" that he had. It was a good show. Bill, Ben, and I were hearing it 
quite well in the dressing room, and the applause from the crowd let us know that you were loved out 
there. Thanks to you and everybody for a grand evening of memories. Sam 
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Associations 

 
Arizona Bluegrass Association 
            7257 N. 50th Dr. 
             Glendale, AZ 85301 
             Rick Rhodes--Chair 
             623-435-8406 
             Email: 
             luvkomidy@hotmail.com 
             www.azbluegrass.org 
 
International Bluegrass Music 
Association  (IBMA) 
             207 E. Second Street 

             Owensboro, KY 42303 
             502-926-7891 
 
So. Arizona Old Time Fiddlers 
Association 
             3020 W. Avenida Cresta 
             Tucson, AZ 85745 
             Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 
 
Tucson Friends of Traditional 
Music 
             Info: 520-408-6181 
             www.tftm.org 
 
Tucson Harmonica Club 
             Info: 520-887-2148 
 
Tucson Kitchen Musicians 
Association 
             PO Box 26531 
             Tucson, AZ 85726 
             www.tkma.org 
 
Tucson Old Time Music Circle 
             Banjo_brad@thegrid.net 
             Brad 520-818-0260 
             www.totmc.org 

Bands 
Bear Canyon Ramblers 
Marilyn   520-760-0479 
bluegrassjamboree@gmail.com 
www.bearcanyonramblers.com 
 
Cadillac Mountain  
Corrine   520-235-3199 
 
Crystal Ridge 
Brian Davies   520-297-4225 
www.musictucson.com 
 
Dusty River Boys 
Mary Ann McCracken   520-977-
8113 
 
Flint Hill Special 
Glen Wilbourn   928-634-8411 
 
Gold Rush 
Jan or Mike   480-982-4938 
 
Headline Bluegrass Band 
Bill Cox   480-208-5217 
www.myspace.com/
headlinebluegrass 
 
Los Hombres 
Kenny Erickson   520-235-7473 
 
Peter Mc Laughlin 
520-529-2992 
 
Salt Creek 
Roland   520-803-0078 
Mike       520-378-4977 
 
Special Blend 
Ray or Marilyn Sealing 
928-300-6810 
Gypsylady@isp.com 
 
The Bost Family Tradition 
Jeff Bost   520-432-5053 
JeffBost@earthlink.net 
 
The Busted Cowboy Band 
Jim Koweek   520-455-5387 
 
Titan Valley Warheads 
Ed Davenport   520-622-3699 
 
Way Out West 
Emmy Creigh   520-323-0704 
 

Jams 
All DBA sponsored jams and 
performances are listed 
separately on the enclosed 
calendar and the DBA website at 
www.DesertBluegrass.org 
 

 
 
 
Bluegrass In Casa Grande 
Traditional Accoustic Bluegrass 
Jam. 
1st Saturday of each month 
6:30 - 9:30 
Info: Klyle Stall (520) 421-2596 
 

 
 
Southern AZ Old Time Fiddlers 
Assn.  
Southwest Community Center 
Cardinal Ave, Tucson, AZ 
Tuesday 7 PM 
Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 
 

 
 
Tradition Acoustic Bluegrass 
Jam Sessions 
Tempe, AZ 
Wednesday 7-10 PM 
Please call for confirmation of 
dates 
Info: Howard or Susan 
480-897-7425 
 

 
 
Catalina Mountain Chapter of 
the AZ Old Time Fiddlers 
Association 
3rd Monday at 7 PM 
Info: Laura 520-743-9491 

 

The Bluegrass Radio Show with 
Milo 

Saturday 10 am - 12 noon 
KXCI 91.3 FM 

520-622-5924  requests 

EVENTS 

 
D41 Martin guitar, 1999, 
excellent shape 
F5L Gibson mandolin 1999 
Bill 520- 648-3224 

FOR SALE 
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FESTIVAL FEEDBACK 

2009 

 
           Our 10th Annual Bluegrass Festival is now a great musical memory, but a look both 
back and forward is in order.  First, I must thank all of our volunteers. The festival would not 
happen without you.  Thanks to Bonnie Lohman who has been festival co-coordinator from 
the start.  Geoff Fox continues to bring in the supporting grants as well as serving as my 
“sherpa” this year.  Bill Breen is a great MC, Dave Lanham and Joe Reighley pulled off a 
wildly popular band contest, Dave Polston did a wonderful job with the vendors, Brooke 
Miner and Betty Headrick gave us a Fantastic (and profitable) Festival Raffle, Hollis Nichols 
was a gracious and helpful campground host, Irv and Bev Wright kept the bands happy as 
our back stage host and hostess and Barbara Van Hoesen kept our finances straight.  Thanks 
to the folks who set-up and tore-down the venue, staffed the entry gates, sold the raffle 
tickets, staffed the DBA booth and got everything ready to go each morning.  
           The festival was a great weekend of celebrating bluegrass music.  It started with our 
2nd annual band contest on Friday night, which drew the biggest crowd of the festival (people 
like free admission).  Six excellent bands competed for the $750 prize money and for the 
glory of winning.  That honor went to Tangled Strings - our friends from Phoenix.  Everyone 
enjoyed the “drop of the hat” band scramble while the judges deliberated.  Saturday and 
Sunday brought glorious Tucson fall weather, great performances by our professional bands, 
instructive workshops, great parking lot jamming, interesting vendors and a general good 
time.  Everyone had their favorite band but our feedback forms favored the Gibson Brothers 
followed by Goldwing Express.  The attendance recovered nicely – up 27% from last year 
and back in line with attendance in prior years.  Our attendees who traveled 50 to 150 miles 
were back this year as well as those traveling more than 300 miles.  Financially, the festival 
was profitable for the first time in a long time.  The normal incomes from the gate receipts, 
advertising, grants and vendor fees did well this year, but what made the difference was the 
fund raising efforts from the sponsorship program, the patron program and the raffle – 
particularly the raffle which had $2700 in sales.   
           Of course, every festival has a few “speed-bumps” and this one seemed to have a few 
extra.  Valerie Smith’s travel problems prevented her from appearing on Saturday 
disappointing fans and requiring some creative rearranging of the program.  Some conflicts 
occurred in the campground when Desert Diamond security officers were unaware of 
exceptions to their normal rules, which had been granted to the DBA.  Convenient access to 
our Sunday workshops was blocked by preparations for a concert in the Diamond Center that 
was ironically cancelled.  We will discuss these problems with Desert Diamond during our 
normal feedback meeting.  



 

 
The Fantastic Festival 
Raffle was a great success.  
Ticket sales brought in 
$2700 for the 10th Annual 
Bluegrass Festival.  Thank 
you to everyone who 
contributed items for the 
raffle, everyone who bought 
tickets and the volunteers 

who helped sell tickets.  
Special thanks go to Brooke 
Miner and Bonnie Lohman 
who collected and stored 
items during the summer 
while we were out of town.  
Thanks also to Mike who 
wrote lots of e-mails to 
bands from previous 
festivals, asking for 
contributions of CD’s and 
other merchandise.     
 
The lucky winners of the 
raffle cases are: 
Banjo case – Bob Tieszen 
Fiddle case – Henry Avery 
Guitar case – Leslie Rhodes 
Mandolin Case – Milo 

Solutic 
Grinner’s case – Karen 
Daniels 
Eclectic case – Marlys 
Sides 
New Fiddle – R Flechtner 
Folk Guitar – Lucy Saarni 
 
All were present Sunday 
afternoon for the 
announcement of the 
winners.   
 
Betty Headrick 
Fantastic Festival Raffle 
Coordinator 
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THE FANTASTIC FESTIVAL RAFFLE  

FESTIVAL FEEDBACK CONTINUED 

           Looking forward, I must appeal to our membership for help in some important areas if 
we are to continue the festival.  While volunteer support at the festival has been great, the 
work of planning the festival throughout the year has been borne by a few individuals and 
we are starting to burnout.  For the festival to have a sustainable future we need people who 
will work on fundraising, publicity, producing the program, organizing the volunteers and 
other tasks.  Each of these tasks require from 20 to 60 hours of work during the year.  Next 
year, we can train you on what we have been doing although you may have great ideas of 
your own.  Ideally, we need 4 or 5 people to ease the work being done by 1 or 2.  So if you 
are willing to take responsibility for a key area of the festival and serve on the festival 
committee, please contact me at mbheadrick@aol.com or (520) 760-0745.  The need is 
critical.  Without your help, we may end our festival after 10 years in a “blaze of glory”. 
 
Thanks 
Michael Headrick 
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A very cute vendor named Banjo 
Wells provided the entertainment, 
beyond music, with her craft table 
full of beads. We are all sporting 
bracelets and other beaded items that 
the band members got to make. The 
children loved that and also 
spending the money they brought 
from home with vendors. I think 
every mom got presents upon our 
return.  
 
The band contest pushes us to learn 
more and do better. JP2 put on a 
pretty thrilling little set and although 
they didn’t place, I think they won a 
place in the hearts of the crowd and 
that will do for now. And we can’t 
forget MC Bill Breen’s “Oh, my 
goodness”! The performance can be 
viewed again on Youtube-

JP2desertbluegrass. The band 
scramble was lots of fun and a great 
idea.  
 
Thank you, Desert Bluegrass 
Association, for making Jam Pak 
part of your festival. We love you. 

 
 

 
There are so many other people 
to thank and I’m afraid I can only 
name a few. Ann Stall sat in the 
motor home with Vincent as he 
can’t be moved. The sound 
people made us sound good and 
were so patient.  Jim Sanderfur 
donated a nice banjo and gig bag, 
another person dropped off a 
beautiful Kentucky mandolin and 
left no name-both already in the 
hands of new musicians, Wyatt 
and Kathy Troxel (Star Spangled 
Banner) were responsible for 
gathering a large donation-very 
exciting, and numerous loving 
people gave green bills, a check 
or two, and sweet notes. Elton of 
Sierra Vista, and his dad Robert, 
once again paid for the new 
yellow shirts we ordered from the 
Great Tee Shirt Lady Deborah.  
Jam Pak does no fund-raising. 
We use whatever resources we 
have and so when these gifts 
come our way, they truly are a 
huge help. Thank you to all of 
you. 
 

 
So many kind and encouraging 
bluegrass fans at the Tucson 
Bluegrass Festival! No wonder 
that the Jam Pak Blues ‘N’ Grass 
Neighborhood Band loves to 
travel south in October. We don’t 
consider ourselves “Future”-we 
are now- in the moment- bluegrass 
players with the goal of a lifetime 
of music enjoyment. Saturday, 
October 24th was Make a 
Difference Day across America. 
We did our part-to make people 
and ourselves happy with the 
music we sang and played. And 
the Desert Bluegrass Association 
welcomed our performance with 
33 players plus a baby. 
 
Brooke Miner sponsored Jam Pak 
in honor of her husband Mark 
who “took flight” in 2006, and 
Vincent Beach, who is awaiting 
“take off”, for their contributions 
to bluegrass music in Arizona. We 
sang our hearts out for both of 
them. Mark’s bass with his name 
still stuck on it was played by the 
“pretty bass player” Joelle.  

From Anni Beach-Jam Pak at the Tucson Festival 

Pinal County’s Agri-Country 24th Annual Bluegrass Jamboree 

January 29, 30 & 31 
 

Make your plans now for attending the Pinal County's  Bluegrass Jamboree at the Pinal County Fair 
Grounds.  Bands include the Burnett Family Bluegrass, Saw Mill Road, Bost Family Tradition, Headline 
Bluegrass Band and Edmonson and McLaughlin.  On Saturday evening, there will be a joint potluck with 
members of the Arizona Bluegrass Association and the Desert Bluegrass Association, followed by a Band 
Scramble on the main stage.  Cost to camp is just $15.00 per night and includes water and electricity.  
Admission  is  $5.00 a day.  A special jamming area is available for members of the ABA and DBA.  If you 
want to camp in the Jamming area, contact Klyle Stall @ 520-421-2596 or at klylen@aol.com.  
 
The Pinal County Fairgrounds are located midway Phoenix and Tucson, 7 miles east of Casa Grande.  
From I-10, take exit 194 and head east to 11 Mile Corner Road.  Turn right at the traffic light and you can’t 
miss it.  The address is 512 S. 11 Mile Road 



PAGE 10 GRASS CLIPP INGS VOLUME 14  ISSUE 11 

throughout the United States and 
Canada.  The DBA depends on 
contributions from the citizens of 
Tucson and friends like 
Cherryholmes in order to continue to 
provide Bluegrass music throughout 
the Old Pueblo.  For more 
information about DBA activities 
and jams see http://www.
desertbluegrass.org  
 

The Saddlebrooke 
Theater Guild 
supports the 
DesertView 
Performing Arts 
Center to develop 
and implement 
programs to enable 
the theater to bring in 
outside performances 
of interest and 
importance while 
continuing to give the 
residents a venue for 
expressing their 
creative and 

performance interests. 
 
Directions to Desert View 

Performing Arts Center 

  
Take Oracle Rd to SaddleBrooke 
Blvd (14 mi north of Ina Rd or 3.1 
mi South of the intersection of 
Oracle Rd, AZ 77 and AZ 79). 
Travel 2.1 mi East on E. 
SaddleBrooke Blvd. Turn right on 
Mountain View Blvd. Turn right on 
Clubhouse Dr. and go 0.8 mile. 
Theatre is on the right—39900 S. 
Clubhouse Drive (Ample free 
parking) 
 

over ten CDs consisting of classic 
country, bluegrass and gospel 
music.  You'll be rolling in the 
aisles as the group combines their 
musical talent with the hilarious 
antics of their father and you'll 
have a newfound appreciation of 
bluegrass music. 
 
  If you enjoyed the 
Cherryholmes concert last March 

you will love Goldwing Express.  
Don’t miss out on this show.  
Order your tickets now. 
 
About the Desert Bluegrass 

Association and the 

SaddleBrooke Theater Guild 

 
The Desert Bluegrass Association 
(DBA) was formed in Tucson, 
AZ in 1995 to promote, 
preserve and perpetuate 
traditional Bluegrass music in 
Greater Tucson and Southern 
Arizona.  The DBA is an all-
volunteer non-profit organization 
consisting of not only local 
members but also visitors from 

Goldwing Express is coming to 
the DesertView Performing Arts 
Center at SaddleBrooke in Tucson 
for two concerts on Saturday , 
February 13 at 4:00 pm and 7:30 
pm.  Advanced tickets are $25.  
Seating is limited so purchase 

your ticket now.  Tickets are on 
sale now at the Mountain View 
Clubhouse in SaddleBrooke or http://
www.dvpac.net ($3.25 Processing 
Fee).  For information call 520 825-
2818. All ticket sales are 
final. No exchanges or 
refunds. 
 
This is a benefit concert 
for The SaddleBrooke 

Theatre Guild and 
Tucson’s own, Desert 

Bluegrass Association. 
 
About  Goldwing 

Express 

 
Goldwing Express is a 
family variety show 
featuring the musical talents of 
three brothers as they run through 
bluegrass, country, gospel and 
even a touch of comedy. The three 
Native American brothers: Shawn, 
Steven and Paul, and their father 
Bob Baldridge. The unique 
melodies of the five-string banjo, 
mandolin, guitar, dobro, upright 
bass and more are sure to get your 
toes tapping. The action-packed 
show clips along at a lively pace 
that lifts your spirits and sends 
you out of the theater humming.   
 
Brothers Paul, Steven and Shawn 
are half Creek Indian, and perform 
with their father, Bob 
Baldridge.  The band has recorded 

BLUEGRASS AT THE  BROOKEBLUEGRASS AT THE  BROOKEBLUEGRASS AT THE  BROOKEBLUEGRASS AT THE  BROOKE    
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