
NBQA BOARD MEETING – ZOOM 

THURSDAY, November 5, 2020; 6:30 pm 

In Attendance: 

Geri Bergreen, Sue Ellis, Louise Pankiewicz, Brenda Stable, Missy Smith, Joany Rebecchi, Gail Macera, Tina 

Zuffoletti, Paula Weston, Joan Potter, Anne Sabatini, Missy Smith, Pat Andraka, Barbara Stetson, Peggy 

Lane. 

- President Geri, called the meeting to order around 6:45p.m.  As Nina, was unable to come, Geri 

recorded the zoom meeting and will transcribe later. 

 

- Geri welcomed all and thanked everyone for being here. The purpose of this meeting was to touch 

base with officers and committee members as to how NBQA, as a group and as a board, has been 

doing during this Pandemic since March. 

 

- Geri has been doing the Weekly Facebook President’s Contest. That has been going well with lots of 

participation and good answers. Geri will be suspending this contest in the month of December and 

will start something new in January to keep members involved.     

 

- Sue Ellis, Treasurer, Savings account = $10,359.45; Checking account = $5,119.05.  Sue said we are 

doing well.  She said a customer of hers cannot do zoom due to the band width of an older 

computer.  She mentioned maybe she could “call in “, (like what Barbara Stetson did), but she would 

not see the pictures; or maybe met up with a friend and view together.  We will try and get some 

ideas at the meeting. 

 

- Louise Pankiewicz, Special Events, mentioned that she is still working on the refund from the bus 

trip, which amounts to $1,802.00.  She just spoke to the bus company. They are doing office stuff at 

the Braintree office. She is hoping for 50%, or full less $100.00.  She does have paperwork for the 

AG’s office, to file a claim, but is holding off. She hopes to know more at the general membership 

meeting.  Joan Potter asked it everyone had been reimbursed for the trip; Louise said everyone was 

refunded. 

 

- Louise stated we are doing well at the Zoom membership meetings.  We get 50% of members or 

more, which is good. May get some of our board to help members that are not tech savvy to help 

with the zoom processes if they need it.  Members seem to be doing well with emails that are sent 

out with not many “bounce backs”. 

 

- Paula Weston, Newsletter noted the Nov/Dec Newsletter from last year went out to a few in error 

but corrected it.  Everyone else got the corrected one. Getting nice feedback from her newsletter 

questions that she started to post.  Paula got an “At a Girl”, from group doing a good job on the 

newsletters.  Working well with Geri, too. 

 

 



- Anne Sabatini, Membership. We have 145 members with no new members.  Discussion ensued as to 

how to promote new member. There was a suggestion to send an email to local guilds (i.e. Clam 

Shell, etc.) and promote it on Facebook. General members promotion for $20.00 till the end May 

2021.  Geri will work on a letter to other guilds and put up on Facebook. 

 

- Missy Smith, Door Prizes.   She has some more thread and pattern for prizes and will get what she 

has to Geri. The membership booklet was sent out this week to all.  Everyone gave an “At a Girl “to 

Missy and Anne. 

 

- Peggy Lane, Education. They are making kits so they will be ready.  Committee has been in contact 

with Home School, and 4 H if they need anything.  Getting the kids involved in the committee, 

maybe doing dog beds, etc. They are trying together with the committee “face to face” to discuss 

where they are headed. Geri told Peggy that the Hope Center reopened.  She will contact them. 

 

- Barbara Stetson, Education, talked about Quilting as an Art. She stated  URI and State Board of 

Education will be partnering with NBQA at some point, as she has a contact at each place. 

 

- Brenda Starble, Comfort Quilts - Congratulations on the mother of the bride. Everything is going well 

with Comfort Quilts.  Some ladies have dropped off quilts, and in the spring we will have another 

Drop off and Pickup of kits at Louise’s Shop.   Received thank you notes from Operation Stand Down/ 

Holly Charrette, Oncology Department at Kent Hospital and Elizabeth Beckman Chase House. 

 

- Joan Potter, Quilt Show - On a personal prospective, she does not do Facebook, so maybe do stuff on 

email, too from the FB.  Peggy Lane mentioned that RI towns have little newspapers or web sites; 

maybe we can “advertise“ there too.  Maybe a press release or something to advertise for new 

members. 

 

- Gail Macera, Programs – David Sirota will present at the November General Membership Zoom 

meeting, on November 19th. On Friday November 20th David will be doing a zoom workshop, “The 

Chevron Star”. Registration will be sent directly by David to the members. Also, on Friday December 

4th, from 7-9 pm, we will be having a Zoom, “Sip & Sew”, a fun night with games.   “Ugly sweater 

contest” and Missy has a trivia game. Colleen McFarland, teacher and owner of Beyond the Bolt 

Quilt store in Bristol, will be teaching us how to make a cork bag on Saturday, January 23rd from 10-

12. Registration will begin in the new year.  

 

- Gail showed two quilts from a class she took with Diane Harris sponsored by Ninigret Quilt Guild. 

Hopefully, we will be able to book Diane for the fall of 2021. Karen Eckmeier will be in March of 2021 

via zoom.  Gail is still trying to fill February and April, and for the months we don’t have a speaker, 

there will be Show and Tell.  

 

- Pat Andraka, Website. The website has been updated with the newsletter and membership meeting 

minutes.  Our Website was recently “attacked” by some cyber nasty in Brazil, but our security 

protocols are working which is great.  Pat does need some update info on the raffle quilt, 

description, pattern, and it was suggested that she contact Celia for that. Pat also asked for more 



information on the December Sip and Sew, speakers and workshops for the future. Gail stated she 

would supply what was needed.   

 

- In discussion about the raffle quilt, it was decided to send (2) books of tickets and a letter to all the 

membership.  Missy will work on the letter and labels and will work with Gail, Anne and Geri to get 

the tickets out.  We decided instead of sending to committee chairs we will send to all. Raffle quilt is 

still at Ryco. Paula stated she would bring a sign to put on the quilt the next time she goes to Ryco. 

 

- Louise said she has a “mystery quilt” pattern that she is going to share starting in January 2021 on 

the web site and may also use as the Facebook contest. 

 

- Barbara Stetson suggested to check out other guild’s websites as to what they are doing for ideas.  

She has a link of a friend’s guild in Charlottesville, VA as they were interviewed by PBS.   

 

- All board members expressed their thoughts as to how they felt NBQA has been doing since this 

pandemic. Responses were quite good and many shared good ideas.  

 

- Raffle tickets – do not submit cash if you can avoid it. Please convert cash to a personal check. 

Checks and stubs should be turned in to Susan Ellis or, hold on to everything until the next comfort 

quilts drop off/pick up. 

 

- Celia and Mary Hamilton will be working on the 2021-2022 raffle quilt. 

 

- The general membership meeting for November will start at 6:30 pm and David Sirota’s presentation 

will begin at 7:00 p.m.  The link for the workshop will go out this week.  Maximum class size is 24 and 

there will be no Show and Tell for that meeting.    

 

- The meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Geri Bergreen, President 

 (In the absence of Nina Ashworth, Secretary) 
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