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1. INTRODUCTION 
A. The Vermont Byways Program 
Inspired and informed by the efforts of tourism pioneers and Americans penchant for 
history, travel, and recreation, the U.S. Congress created the National Scenic Byways 
Program in 1991, funded under the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA), to help “identify, designate, and promote scenic byways and to protect and 
enhance the recreational, scenic, historic and cultural qualities of the areas through which 
these byways pass.” Since 1992, the National Scenic Byways Program has designated 125 
roads and funded 2,451 projects for state and nationally designated byway routes in 50 
states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia.  

The National Byways program gives states freedom to 
define their own ways of participating in the national 
effort, and Vermont has tailored a byways program that 
meets the needs and circumstances unique to its New 
England character.  Established through the Scenery 
Preservation Council, the Vermont Byways Program 
addresses the state’s need “to make transportation 
investments to strengthen the economy while also 
managing and protecting community character.”  The 
State program establishes a process to integrate “growth 
management, economic development, and 
transportation investments,” and creates a framework for 
different interest groups to reach corridor-wide 
strategies that balance their diverse issues.  
As stated in the Introduction of the Vermont Byways 
Program Manual, roads in Vermont “play an integral role 
in the state’s economy, its heritage, its character and in 
the everyday lives of citizens, but they represent a 
challenging public asset to manage, given that roads 
must serve the needs of a broad and diverse set of 
users.”  Thus, the Vermont Byways Program seeks to meet the needs of all users that exist 
along a roadway, while still maintaining the valuable resources that make Vermont such a 
vibrant and unique place to live. 
It is important to note that the development of a Byway is not intended to affect or 
influence regulatory review processes. As stated in the Byway Manual, the byway is part 
of a non-regulatory program that creates no new permit processes. A byway may not 
impinge on or impact private properties or activities. Designation of a Byway means that 
the Byway community will have access to Federal funds for preservation, programming, 
management and enhancements, and that is one goal of this effort. It also provides the 
constituents of the community and the region with an opportunity to create partnerships 
and initiatives, which facilitate the long-term management and development of the 
corridor in a manner that is consistent with their vision and goals. 

The Vermont Byways 
Program defines a byway as: 
“a highway or other public 
road that may be associated 
with other transportation 
resources that have special 
scenic, historic, recreational, 
cultural, archeological and/or 
natural qualities, and that has 
been formally designated by the 
Vermont Transportation 
Board.  A Vermont Byway can 
be designated and managed 
with a focus on any or all of 
these six qualities.  A wide 
range of road types are 
included: village streets, 
country lanes, gravel roads in 
the Green Mountain National 
Forest, State roads, and 
Interstate Highways.”     
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B. About this Plan 
For communities seeking to participate in the state level Vermont Byways Program, the 
submission of a nomination package and corridor management plan is required.  This plan 
must respond to specific criteria outlined in the Byway Designation Application 
developed by the Scenery Preservation Council and provided by the State Scenic 
Byways Coordinator.  In addition to the application criteria, the nomination forms in Part I 
of Designating Vermont Byways: A Fieldguide should also be used to help supplement 
responses to the criteria and to provide a framework for identifying the six intrinsic 
qualities.   

The application criteria are answered in three sections of this document: (1) a brief 
description of the proposed byway, the level of designation we are seeking and the 
reasons for seeking it, are provided in this section, 1. Introduction; (2) the local and 
regional objectives for seeking designation, the general planning process including public 
meetings, and vision and theme are provided in section 2. Byway Application Criteria; 
and, (3) the reasons why the byway should be designated in terms of the intrinsic 
resources are provided in section 3. Intrinsic Resources Inventory and Assessment. 
The Vermont Byways Program provides a solid foundation for byway groups that plan to 
either apply for federal funds or to apply for designation as a National Scenic Byway.  As 
such, this document also serves as a Draft Corridor Management Plan for the Green 
Mountain Byway.  Upon recommendation by the Scenery Preservation Council and 
formal designation by the Transportation Board, this document will become the Final 
Corridor Management Plan for the Green Mountain Byway.  However, it is anticipated 
that this plan will continue to evolve and grow with changing conditions, needs and 
opportunities.  This plan is intended to be a “living” document.  Thus, it will be revised 
and refined as the Byway Program for the Green Mountain Byway is further developed. 

C. Overview of Route 100 
Route 100 travels almost the entire length of the state in a north - south alignment, 
through the very heart of the Green Mountain Range. It links historic villages, lush river 
valleys, working landscapes, popular parks and recreational attractions. The highway 
serves as a primary travel route for those who work and live along it, but has long been 
recognized as a scenic corridor that attracts visitors from all over the world.  Testimony to 
this is the fact that a section of Route 100, in Moretown, Waitsfield, Warren and 
Granville, has already been designated as a Vermont Byway.  
Resource Systems Group’s Transportation Report in Appendix A identifies Route 100 as 
a minor arterial.  Its function is to provide mobility for traffic, access to adjacent land, and 
connections to the local street system.  Most of the roadway is owned by the state. There 
are two exceptions where Route 100 is owned and maintained by the towns: 1) within 
the village limits of Stowe - approximately between Cliff Street and 1000 feet south of 
West Hill Road; and, 2) within Waterbury between the intersections of US 2 , Duxbury 
and River Road. (Note: The assessment in Appendix A provides greater detail regarding 
the transportation qualities, conditions, and opportunities existing along the Route 100 
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corridor.)  The corridor has direct access from Interstate 89 and direct access from Route 
2.  For the purposes of this application, the width of the corridor has been identified as 
the boundaries of the Town of Waterbury and the Town of Stowe (See Map of the 
Byway Corridor at the end of this Chapter). 
The establishment of a Vermont Byway following Route 100 will represent a significant 
resource management, cultural heritage, and economic development initiative for this 
area of Vermont, and is a natural candidate for byway designation.  According to State 
and National Byway Programs, the road must exhibit at least one of the six intrinsic 
categories in order to be considered a byway.  These categories include historic, 
archaeological, cultural, natural, scenic, and recreational.  Each of these intrinsic qualities is 
represented along the corridor; the inventory and related documentation confirm this. 

STOWE 
The town of Stowe, located in the northeastern region of the state, was chartered in 1763 
but was not settled by any of the initial proprietors.  The first permanent inhabitants 
arrived thirty-one years later in 1794.  By 1800 most of the land had been sold to 
immigrants from elsewhere in Vermont and New England, and Stowe had emerged as an 
important eastern gateway.  Forestry was the most important early industry.  As the town 
population grew, forests gave way to farms and five distinct villages grew up around early 
mill sites.  Stowe’s oldest buildings, including the Old Town Hall built in 1818, date from 
this period.  Stowe Village was incorporated in 1896 allowing improvements in the 
village.  In 1897 the Mt. Mansfield Electric Railroad began daily service between 
Waterbury and the Depot Building terminal thereby increasing accessibility to the area. 
In 1850 the “Mansfield House” (now the Green Mountain Inn) was established as Stowe’s 
first resort hotel.  Stowe’s economy, which until 1950 was primarily resourced-based, had 
begun its evolution into a predominantly service-based tourist economy.  Migrant 
Scandinavian families living in town introduced skiing around 1913 and commercial skiing 
was underway with the installation of the first chair lift in 1940.  The ski industry thrived 
in Stowe and by the mid-1960’s, Stowe had emerged as the most recognized ski 
destination in the east.  Since that time activities surrounding the recreational use of 
Mount Mansfield have continued to shape the town and define it as a major recreational 
destination.  The ski industry, in particular, has become a primary force in shaping the 
lifestyle of many town residents who, often without income or employment limitations, 
relocate as a lifestyle choice.  Reported income levels are typically higher than the state 
averages or medians. The last thirty years represent Stowe’s strongest period of growth 
and with support from the business community, town officials and residents the town is 
seeking to enhance their standing in the national ski market with a major resort expansion.  
Businesses within the community are oriented toward and thrive on the year round 
recreation, tourism, and ski industries.  The town also has a vibrant cultural scene and 
many special events that have been critical to the success of Stowe’s evolution as a four-
season tourist economy. 
Stowe is the largest town in Vermont with 46,425 acres and is rich in diverse geologic 
features.  The highest cascade in Vermont, Moss Glen Falls, is located within Stowe’s 
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boundaries.  The decline of farming in the 1980’s and the acreage under farm 
management prompted efforts at land conservation.  In the last decade, over 4,000 acres 
of land has been permanently protected through Stowe Land Trust, Vermont Land Trust, 
Conservation Commission and The Nature Conservancy.  
Stowe’s proximity to regional airports including Burlington International Airport, 45 
minutes away, and the Morrisville-Stowe State Airport, immediately north of the 
Stowe/Morristown boundary on Route 100, provides easy access for visitors and residents 
alike.  Route 100 runs down the center of the Stowe Valley, linking the community to 
Waterbury and I-89 to the south, and Waterbury and Route 15 to the north in 
Morristown.  
WATERBURY 
The Winooski River Valley, abundant natural features of the land, and the scenic beauty 
surrounding Waterbury have drawn attention to the area since the earliest Native 
American settlers. Granted a charter in 1763 by Governor Benning Wentworth of New 
Hampshire, Waterbury was incorporated as a township in March of 1790 and was named 
after the hometown of the initial residents, Waterbury, Connecticut.  The need for 
industry within the fledgling township prompted construction of the town’s first gristmill 
in 1793.  Self-sufficient farming was important to early settlers and eventually gave way 
to commercial agriculture, the rise and fall of “sheep mania”, and the dairy industry.  The 
Central Vermont Railroad came to Waterbury in 1849.  The new railroad contributed to 
the relocation of local activity from Waterbury Center to Waterbury Village and the 
Village of Waterbury was incorporated in 1882.  Waterbury Village’s growth encouraged 
its use as a regional transportation and commercial center.  A budding tourism industry 
was fostered by the construction of the Waterbury Inn in 1885 and the establishment of 
the Mount Mansfield Electric Railroad to Stowe in 1896, which runs parallel to Route 100 
today. The line operated a small number of passenger cars, which were trolleys, and a 
freight motor, which was basically an open-air trolley, until its closure in 1932. 
In the early 1890’s, the state constructed the Vermont State Hospital in Waterbury 
Village to treat individuals with mental disabilities. Many of Waterbury’s most historic 
commercial and residential structures date from this period.  The Vermont Division for 
Historic Preservation has identified three archaeological districts, five historic districts, 
two farm complexes, a cemetery, two bridges, and an additional 31 buildings and 
structures within Waterbury, which are currently listed on the State Register of Historic 
Sites and Structures.  The devastating flood of 1927 destroyed many of the buildings, rail 
lines and roads and bridges.  The Little River Dam was built in 1938 as a flood control 
project and the Waterbury Reservoir was created.  To this day, the reservoir remains an 
important public recreational resource. 
Waterbury is bordered to the south by is largest river, the Winooski, which stretches 7.7 
miles through the town and is an important aesthetic and recreational resource.  The 
headwaters of Thatcher Brook, located just over the town line in Stowe, are Waterbury’s 
main water supply.  The Green Mountain and Worcester Ranges, extending north and 
south, define the town’s western and eastern boundaries.   
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The town’s major employers include Cold Hollow Cider Mill, Karl Suss America, Green 
Mountain Coffee Roasters and Ben & Jerry’s.  Agriculture continues to play an important 
role in the town’s economy and there are currently three active dairy farms, in addition 
to several sheep, Christmas tree, maple sugaring, small-scale fruit and vegetable, and 
part-time beef operations. 

Today Waterbury has earned a reputation as “Vermont’s recreation crossroads” stemming 
from the community’s location relative to several important transportation corridors and 
proximity to major resort destinations.  It is an important gateway community providing 
easy access to Burlington and Montpelier on Interstate 89 and via Route 100 to Stowe 
and the Mad River Valley.  The transportation corridors are an important component of 
the town’s plan for growth.  The scenic vistas of the Green Mountains to the west and the 
Worcester Range with Mount Hunger to the east frame the corridor and views.  The 
Winooski River Valley and the Waterbury Reservoir are important natural elements of 
the town’s character. 

D. Level of Designation 
The Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission and The Lamoille County Planning 
Commission, representing the towns of Waterbury and Stowe, respectively submit this 
plan in support of the application to designate Route 100 a “Vermont Byway.” The 
designation is sought for the segment of Route 100 that is located in the two 
communities. 

E. Why the Towns and Region are Seeking Byway Designation 
Route 100 is a multifaceted highway in the towns of Waterbury and Stowe, and serves as 
gateway to the bustling villages of the two communities. An extraordinary range of 
landmarks, attractions and cultural, historic, recreational, natural and scenic resources can 
be found along the route. These include some of the most popular visitor destinations in 
the state, such as the Waterbury Station and Green Mountain Coffee Visitor Center, Ben 
& Jerry’s Factory, Cold Hollow Cider Mill, Stowe Recreation Path, Vermont Ski Museum, 
Waterbury Center State Park, Smugglers Notch State Park, Mount Mansfield State Park 
and Moss Glen Falls.  

Route 100 in Waterbury and Stowe showcases some of the most outstanding scenic 
landscapes and open spaces in the State of Vermont. The highway runs between the high 
ridge of the Green Mountains to the west and the peaks of the Worcester Range to the 
east, and affords numerous views of the slopes and summits. Open spaces along the 
corridor also provide stunning views of open meadows, farmlands and forests, all with the 
mountain backdrop. Fall colors are spectacular and vie with the summer and winter 
seasons in their attraction to visitors and residents alike.  Historic homes, farmsteads, 
villages and mill sites are accessible all along the route.  Indeed, the corridor contains an 
abundance of all the intrinsic resources that the Byway program is intended to identify, 
access, and celebrate.   
The communities of Waterbury and Stowe recognize these extraordinary values and the 
need to balance the attributes and attractions of the proposed byway with the practical 
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considerations of everyday life along it. This plan represents a comprehensive and 
coordinated effort to promote the resources and opportunities represented by the 
byway with the desire to support traffic safety and multi-modal travel and 
transportation.  
The designation of this portion of Route 100 as a Vermont Byway will provide the 
opportunity for enhancement of the corridor and the preservation of important scenic 
and natural resources, while at the same time improving highway conditions for all modes 
of travel. Designation will provide the basis for collaborative planning and development 
of byway initiatives, and the opportunity to obtain funding and support for 
implementing them.  
Designation of this portion of Route 100 as a Vermont Byway will provide distinct 
benefits to the individual communities: 

– It will provide the opportunity for the byway communities, organizations and the 
regional commissions to become eligible for grant monies allocated by the Federal 
Highway Administration through the National Scenic Byway program. These funds 
can support the implementation of the byway “on the ground”, the development of 
byway amenities and support projects for the protection or preservation of byway 
resources. Such funds can also be targeted for byway related transportation projects 
such as traffic safety improvements and facilities for pedestrians and bicycles. 

– Byway designation will provide a framework for local and regional collaboration, 
linking the two communities in a manner that will support collaborative initiatives and 
decision making with regard to the management of the corridor. The designation will 
support the continuation of the public - private partnerships for byway planning and 
promotion, initiated in the first phase of work, which has resulted in this Draft 
Management Plan and Nomination Package. 

– The designation of the Green Mountain Byway will provide additional economic 
development opportunities and benefit local businesses and attractions through the 
coordination of marketing and media.  

In conclusion, the designation of Route 100 within the towns of Waterbury and Stowe as 
a Vermont Byway will recognize the importance of this highway as a highly valued and 
critically important element of the local and state infrastructure. It will acknowledge the 
outstanding and unique resources that are present within the corridor - intrinsic 
resources which are representative of those qualities that comprise a quintessential 
byway.  Most importantly, designation will facilitate an effective, integrated, citizen 
based approach to the planning and management of this celebrated highway for all the 
functions it serves well into the future. 

F. Proposed Byway Projects 
As part of this Green Mountain Byway Management Plan, several specific project areas 
have been identified for implementation once the Byway is officially designated and the 
plan adopted. These projects have been identified as possible next steps for the 
implementation of the Byway and provide a basis for future funding. 
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The goals for the projects reinforce overall Byway themes and goals and include: 1) 
supporting the visitor experience; 2) providing access to resources and information; and, 
3) continuing ongoing efforts in the corridor to conserve and protect scenic resources 
and open spaces. Thus, specific projects include: 
1) Pull Off Areas and Roadside Viewpoints - creating wayside areas with Byway 
information, scenic views and potential trailhead access. 
2) Byway Identity and Information Strategies – including the development of 
wayfinding, kiosk and interpretation elements to present the features, attractions and 
resources of the Byway and guide visitors to the Byway. As part of this initiative a Byway 
logo is developed and trailblazer signs identifying the Byway are put into place along 
the Byway corridor.  

3) Coordination of Byway Information and Access to Resources – developing the 
media that will support Byway activities and the visitor’s experience and will include 
mapping and narratives about the Byway and its resources and efforts to publicize and 
promote the Byway. 
4) Scenic Resource Conservation Initiatives – including: 1) identifying areas for future 
conservation/preservation; 2) developing and implementing design methods for 
balancing development with conservation in development projects; and, 3) further 
detailed study and assessment necessary with regard to methodologies for conservation 
and specific parcels or areas for consideration. 

Taken together these initiatives will be key elements in implementing the Green 
Mountain Byway “on the ground.” More detailed discussion and information with regard 
to these projects is included in Chapter 5. Byway Projects of this Corridor Management 
Plan. 



 

1. INTRODUCTION   [Draft v.2 for Review 10/30/08]                   - 8 - 

FIGURE 1. MAP OF THE BYWAY CORRIDOR  
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2. BYWAY APPLICATION CRITERIA 
A. Development of the Nominating Committee 
In the fall of 2007, the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission and Lamoille 
County Planning Commission worked with town officials and local organizations to seek 
out representatives to serve on the Byway Nominating Committee. The purpose of the 
Nominating Committee is to represent various interests and user groups.  An 
introductory meeting for committee members was held on December 21, 2007 and 
additional members were later added as word of the project spread.  
People who have contributed to or are members of the Nominating Committee include:  
NAME AFFILIATION TELEPHONE  EMAIL 
Joseph Bahr Waterbury Conservation 

Commission 
(802) 244.6132 j.g.bahr@att.net 

Barbara Baraw Stowe Historical Society (802) 253.8428 bbaraw@pshift.com 
Michael Bard Waterbury Conservation 

Commission 
(802) 828.6013 michael.bard@vt.usda.gov 

Jane Brown Waterbury Conservation 
Commission 

(802) 828.2724 jane.brown@state.vt.us 

Jack Carter Revitalizing Waterbury (802) 244.5321 empstowest@aol.com 
Ron Clausen Business Community (802) 244.7822 holidays@together.net 
Jeannette Cole Business Community (802) 882.1240 jeannette.cole@unilever.com 
Rich Conte Stowe Conservation 

Commission 
(802) 253.4841 ranger@pshift.com 

Jo Sabel Courtney Stowe Area Association (802) 253.7321 josc@gostowe.com 
Steve Gladczuk Central Vermont Regional 

Planning Commission 
(802) 229.0389 gladczuk@cvregion.com 

Mike Hedges Waterbury Conservation 
Commission 

(802) 828.2621 mike.hedges@state.vt.us 

Jens Hilke VT Dept. of Fish & Wildlife (802) 476.0126 jens.hilke@state.vt.us 
Jean Innamorati Stowe Historic Preservation 

Commission 
(802) 253.4323 jeaninn@aol.com 

Tom Jackman Stowe Town Planner (802) 253.2705 tjackman@townofstowevermont.org 
John LaBarge State Byway Coordinator (802) 828.5308 john.labarge@state.vt.us 
Matt Larson Waterbury Conservation 

Commission 
(802) 244.7037 mlarson@greenmountainclub.org 

Brian Lindner Waterbury Historical Society (802) 229.3333 blindner@nationallife.com 
Steve Lotspeich Waterbury Town Planner (802) 229.0389 slotspeich@waterburyvt.com 
Gordon Miller Waterbury Recreation 

Committee 
(802) 434.7096 gmunion@verizon.net 

Dave Pelletier Lamoille County Planning 
Commission 

(802) 888.4548 dave@lcpcvt.org 

Kim Peterson Waterbury Conservation 
Commission 

(802) 244.7384 kim.peterson454@comcast.net 

Greg Riley VTrans Transportation 
Coordinator 

(802) 828.3884 greg.riley@state.vt.us 
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NAME AFFILIATION TELEPHONE  EMAIL 
Bill Rossmassler Lamoille County Planning 

Commission 
(802) 888.4548 bill@lcpcvt.com 

Ed Stahl Stowe Area Association (802) 253.7321 eds@gostowe.com 
Keith Thompson Waterbury Conservation 

Commission 
(802) 244.7466 kothomps@hotmail.com 

Rebecca Washburn Waterbury Conservation 
Commission 

(802) 253.7221 becca@stowelandtrust.org 

Kelly Wilkins Business Community (802) 882.124 kelly.wilkins@benjerry.com 

 
 
B. Public Planning Process 
As a first step in the public process and the “roll-out” of the byway planning process, 
members of the nominating committee and local residents from Waterbury and Stowe 
were invited to join a bus tour of the Route 100 Corridor on January 26, 2008.  A busload 
of about 18 individuals came aboard for the morning trip on a brisk but sunny winter’s 
day. During the course of the tour the group visited some interesting destinations, which 
comprise some of the many resources and attractions along the Green Mountain Byway 
Corridor. The stops included the Waterbury Railroad Station and Visitor’s Center 
(operated by Green Mountain Coffee Roasters and containing exhibits on the history of 
coffee, Waterbury, and the railroad station), Waterbury Center Historic District, The 
Blush Hill Golf Course (for outstanding views of the Worcester Range), Cold Hollow 
Cider Mill (for delicious donuts and to experience an important tourist destination); 
Moscow Village Historic District (with interesting stories about the former mills and new 
development); The Green Mountain Club Hiker’s Center (an important cultural and 
recreational resource) and the historic Village of Stowe. 

Town participants on their way Learning about Waterbury’s history  
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Along the way it became evident from the insights and local knowledge of the tour 
participants that the corridor is extraordinarily rich in the intrinsic resources that need to 
be identified for the byway designation process. The trip was also fruitful from the 
perspective of understanding local interests and the future focus for the byway, as much 
of the discussions centered on the rich history of the corridor and its outstanding scenic 
and natural resource qualities. This observation was confirmed by our views of the state 
and local parks in the corridor, the conserved lands such as Nichols Field in Moscow 
Village, and those that are candidates for conservation. Those who participated 
developed a sense for what we look at when inventorying byway corridors and how to 
build off the inventory when developing goals and strategies for the byway management 
plan. The camaraderie of the group developed over the course of the morning, and set 
the stage for future collaboration among the members of the committee and between 
the two towns bisected by the proposed byway. 

The First Public Workshop for the Byway Planning Project 
In early March, a promotional brochure/flyer was created by LandWorks and distributed 
to the public (See Appendix B. Public Meeting Materials).  The brochure provided an 
overview of the proposal for Vermont Byway designation, a sampling of the resources 
present along the corridor, regional objectives for the byway, and who to contact for 
comments and questions.  The brochure also announced the first public meeting, which 
was held on April 1, 2008.  The Green Mountain Byway Nominating Committee held this 
first public workshop to present the proposal for Route 100 in Waterbury and Stowe to 
be designated a Vermont Byway. The meeting was held at the Best Western Inn in 
Waterbury on Route 100, and there were about 25 people in attendance. The meeting 
began with an overview of the National Scenic Byway Program and how it has been 
implemented, with a focus on Vermont Byways. The presentation included the process 
for developing a byway nomination package and management plan, essential steps for a 
route to be formally designated as a Vermont Byway. Additionally, a traffic and 

Tasting the “best donuts in the universe” 
at Cold Hollow Cider Mill – one of the 
state’s top three visitor attractions! 
 

Exchanging notes at one of the tour stops: 
The Green Mountain Club headquarters 
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transportation analysis of Route 100 was presented. At the outset, each individual was 
encouraged to share stories and experiences about Route 100; and these recollections 
ranged from riding horses from Colbyville to Stowe along the highway years ago, to 
sledding on the country club hill, to tales of the little settlements which were built for 
the workers constructing the Waterbury Dam.  

The focus for the evening then turned to a discussion of the intrinsic resources along 
Route 100 in Waterbury and Stowe.  The participants divided into small groups to 

identify resources, themes and a name for the 
proposed byway. At the close of the 
workshop each group shared their 
recommendations and findings. This form of 
involvement is considered critical for 
successful nomination of a new byway, as the 
development of a new byway is meant to be a 
grassroots, citizen-centered initiative that 
reflects the interests and vision of the 
community. Indeed, those participating in this 
first meeting offered their local knowledge 
with regard to scenery, history, recreation and 
travel along Route 100, and also suggested 
themes and tag lines for the proposed byway 
and its corridor. 

The key concerns or areas of focus that were forwarded by consensus during this meeting 
included: 
1. The importance of maintaining and enhancing scenic qualities via planning and 

zoning tools, conservation easements and outright land purchase was considered. A 
different approach to development was a corollary to this point; clustering 
development through zoning controls would reduce the potential for sprawl and 
preserve undeveloped stretches along the highway, which are integral to scenic 
quality. 

2. Providing new scenic pull-offs or formalizing existing turn-outs for visitors to view the 
scenery safely was an important issue, as many travelers stop along the highway to 
photograph views, picnic or just pause. These locations need to be carefully selected 
so as to not undermine scenic qualities.  

3. Traffic and pedestrian safety was an area of interest and concern, with 
recommendations posed for better pedestrian planning and traffic calming measures 
along the route. Several high conflict/unsafe areas were identified and discussed. 
Related to this interest was the need to improve safety for bicycle use to possibly 
include bike lanes and educational initiatives. Enhancements such as “rumble” strips, 
signs, in road reflectors or markers and even tree planting were articulated as possible 
solutions.  

The note takers listed issues and 
opportunities associated with the proposed 
corridor, which were then collated. 
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4. Another goal or objective that emerged from the discussions was the recognition of 
the diversity of recreational and cultural resources within the corridor and along the 
highway itself... from antique stores and historic village centers, to Ben and Jerry’s and 
Waterbury Reservoir.... and the need to support both the identification of these 
resources and to provide linkage among them.  Better signing and information sources 
such as “opportunity kiosks” were identified as desirable outcomes that would inform 
visitors and create connectivity along the proposed Byway. Several other ideas were 
articulated such as identifying and celebrating the old trolley route to concern for 
wildlife crossings.  These considerations reinforced the sentiment that there were a 
wide range of issues to address and opportunities to consider as the planning process 
continues.   

As a final part of the evening, the name and theme for the future byway was considered. 
Attendees suggested calling the byway “The Green Mountain Byway” (which was 
ultimately the chosen name), “Vermont Crossroads” or the “Valley Mountain Byway” and 
the themes and tag lines that were suggested included; “Heart of the Green Mountains”, 
“The Valley Between the Mountains” and “Vermont’s Recreation Crossroads”. One of the 
final tag line ideas proposed seemed to effectively sum up and convey the evening’s 
conclusion about the potential for the Route 100 North Byway...”Where it all comes 
together: scenery, sport, villages and history”. As the plan for this byway evolves, 
workshops such as this one will truly facilitate it all “coming together”.  
Second Public Workshop 
A second public meeting and workshop was convened at the Commodore Inn in Stowe 
on June 4th, 2008. This meeting was designed to update the communities on the progress 
of the Byway planning effort and to present and discuss the goals and objectives and the 
vision for the byway. The meeting was held in Stowe so as to encourage Stowe residents 
and business owners to participate, and the turnout indicated that the town was well 
represented. John Labarge, the Byways Coordinator for the State of Vermont, provided 
an overview of the Byways program and fielded a number of questions with regard to 

Participants work on developing byway 
themes, identifying issues and resources. 

Steve Lotspeich, Waterbury Planner, 
welcoming the workshop attendees. 
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Byways funding and organization. David Raphael of LandWorks then presented a 
summary of the goals and objectives that was developed by the Nominating Committee 
as well as the vision and themes for the byway. The seven key goals (which are reflected, 
in part, by the proposed byway themes) were reviewed as part of the presentation, and 
the discussion centered on scenic quality and community character, transportation safety 
and community collaboration.  
The evening concluded with a brainstorming session to name the proposed byway, which 
up to that point had been referred to as the Route 100 North Byway. A number of 
suggestions were considered, ranging from “Heart of the Greens” or “Heart of the Green 
Mountains Byway” to the “Mountain View Valley Trail Byway.”  The consensus supported 
naming the proposed byway “The Green Mountain Byway.”  John Labarge noted that 
there was already a Green Mountain Scenic Byway in, of all places, Florida, but this did 
not deter the group from going forward with the name. The meeting concluded with a 
brief outline and restating of the next steps in the project development and designation 
process. 

C. Vision and Theme 
The vision and themes developed for a byway provide the background and backdrop for 
both the Corridor Management Plan and the projects and initiatives that are forwarded 
by that plan.  The vision and themes have been articulated through the work of the 
Nominating Committee, the public participants in the byway planning process, and 
through the guidance of the planning team, which provides support for the project.  
Thus, the vision and the themes, which follow from it, provide the byway with its 
overarching philosophy and focus, providing the rationale for the management plan and 
the projects that emerge from it.  
A Vision for the Green Mountain Byway 
The vision for this Byway is centered on a balance between the preservation and 
conservation of valued scenic and cultural resources in concert with the community’s 
social and economic well-being. This corridor represents quintessential Vermont due to 
its combination of landscape, legacy and sense of community in two historic towns where 
people live, learn, work, recreate and enjoy a high quality of life.  This quality is not 
necessarily defined in material wealth, but in the wealth that is represented in the 
families, neighbors, villages and natural beauty that are so distinctly appreciated and so 
directly incorporated into the local identity. This sense of place is shared by both 
residents and visitors. The Route 100 corridor in Waterbury and Stowe also represents 
one of the state’s premier destinations, drawing visitors from all over the world. In order 
to maintain the balance so envisioned, and to sustain the unique synergy created by the 
unity of people and place, a series of precepts or themes, have been articulated. These 
underlying themes for the Byway Vision have evolved from the work of the Nominating 
Committee as well as those who have participated in the Byway workshops and field 
trips. 
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Themes for the Proposed Byway 
1. SCENIC PRESERVATION AND COMMUNITY CHARACTER is one essential theme which rises 
above all other considerations, as it so directly characterizes that which is cherished and 
valued about this corridor. In fact, the initiative to designate Route 100 as a byway 
through Waterbury and Stowe has arisen from the collective concern to preserve or 
protect scenic views and aesthetic qualities and conserve outstanding landscapes. There 
continues to be the pressure of real estate development, subdivisions and changes on the 
ground, which threaten to undermine the scenic and natural landscapes of Waterbury 
and Stowe. Thus, the goal for this aspect of the project is to keep the corridor’s engaging 
visual and natural resource qualities intact, appropriately managed and, in some instances, 
maintained or conserved in their natural or aesthetic state for generations to come. The 
byway management plan and initiatives associated with the byway are to focus, in part, 
on projects and programs that can sustain the region’s sense of place and world class 
landscapes.  

2. SHARING THE ROAD is a critical component of the proposed byway management plan 
and will be important to ensure the ultimate success of the byway. Route 100 can 
function as both an efficient local and regional travel way as well as a portal to the 
intrinsic resources of the proposed byway. Over time, the highway will support multiple 
purposes; in serving both the byway and the day-to-day life of the community and the 
region, it must remain safe and accessible. The use of the highway can shift from 
primarily private and commercial vehicles to further embrace public transit, shuttles and 
bicycling and to accommodate travel for recreation and exploration.  This theme of 
multiple users and access will be fulfilled through a variety of means, and it implies 
ongoing collaboration with VTrans as well as the two communities with regard to how the 
road is managed and improved. Enhancements such as traffic calming in villages, better 
turn-offs and shoulder design to support bicycle traffic are just a few examples of how 
this theme may be followed through. Access management of curb cuts and potential 
alternative routes are other initiatives as was the focus of the Route 100 Corridor 
Management Study that was conducted a few years ago for Waterbury, Stowe, and 
Morrisville. Support for alternative means of transportation will be important to avoid 
dramatic increases in vehicle numbers along this popular route, which serves the growing 
communities and region. These alternatives may include car-pooling, increased public 
transit options, shuttle systems and encouraging and developing alternative routes within 
the corridor for walking and biking.   
3. IDENTIFICATION OF AND ACCESS TO RECREATIONAL RESOURCES, NATURAL AREAS AND 
ATTRACTIONS. This theme highlights the diversity of opportunities that exist to 
appreciate the abundant recreational venues, conserved and public lands, and public and 
private attractions, which exist within the byway corridor. A number of tools and 
techniques can be tapped into and used to promote public awareness and enjoyment of 
the diverse recreational opportunities and environments that are present. Sign and 
wayfinding systems, kiosks and brochures, web connections and publicity of events and 
activities will all contribute to linking the corridor together, and making these 
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experiences and opportunities available to people of all ages, whether local or visiting 
from afar. 
4. CELEBRATING THE CORRIDOR’S CULTURE AND HISTORY enriches the experience of the visitor 
and informs residents about their community’s values, history and physical development. 
Waterbury and Stowe share a treasure trove of historic and cultural stories, icons and 
examples that need to be shared and experienced. The byway can help to facilitate a 
better understanding of these resources through preservation initiatives, communication 
media and the continued enhancement and development of interpretative opportunities 
and events.    
5. COMMUNITY COLLABORATION is implicit in the development of the Green Mountain 
Byway. But this fifth theme should not be under-rated; for it is through ongoing 
collaboration and the sharing of resources, energy and information that the two 
communities of Stowe and Waterbury can be brought together to implement and 
manage the byway for years to come. This collaboration and integration is essential and is 
one of the hallmarks of the byway “movement”, insofar as the byway is intended first and 
foremost to be developed by and for the people and communities that make up the 
corridor. Part of the purpose for this collaboration is also to promote public awareness.  
This synergy enhances and sustains the byway from its inception and into the future. It is 
through this collaboration that the byway and its steering committee may fulfill the 
vision that these themes represent.   

D. Local and Regional Objectives for the Byway 
Seven important goals are proposed for the Green Mountain Byway.  These local and 
regional goals provide the basis for identification, implementation, and management of 
the corridor’s intrinsic resources and are intended to stimulate and promote scenic, 
recreational, economic and environmental benefits for the byway communities and 
transportation systems.  Most importantly, the goals supply the foundation for the long-
term objectives and policies, which will be developed as part of the Corridor 
Management Plan.  The seven goals proposed for the Green Mountain Byway include: 
1. SCENIC QUALITY AND COMMUNITY CHARACTER 
Preserve the Byway Corridor's scenic resources so that valued community characteristics 
and desired visual qualities are maintained and enhanced. 
2. RECREATION 
Promote awareness of and protect and enhance availability and access to the numerous 
recreational facilities and opportunities within the Byway Corridor. 
3. HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Plan for the preservation of the built environment such as village and downtown centers 
as well as interpretation of community values and the unique historic, cultural, and 
archaeological resources of the Byway Corridor. 
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4. NATURAL RESOURCES 
Protect and preserve important natural features and sensitive environmental areas found 
within the Byway Corridor. 
5. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM 
Use new techniques and technologies as well as traditional methods to expand public 
knowledge of the Byway Corridor’s intrinsic resources while providing economic 
opportunities for local and area residents and businesses. 
6. TRANSPORTATION AND SAFETY 
Create and maintain a safe Byway Corridor for all users through innovative techniques, 
aesthetically designed enhancements, access management and other appropriate means 
that improve safety, calm traffic, and enhance overall mobility. 
7. COMMUNITY COLLABORATION 
To sustain the Byway Corridor and its related assets, elements and initiatives over time, 
the Byway Steering Committee should seek to engage interested citizens and local 
organizations in a collaborative manner to publicize, promote and manage the Byway. 

E. Conformance with Local and Regional Objectives 
The proposed Vermont Byway designation for Route 100 and associated objectives and 
projects described in this package correspond with the goals and policies outlined in 
each of the byway communities’ planning documents (excerpts from the plans are 
provided in Appendix C. Town and Regional Plan Excerpts).  The town plans provide 
additional information about the character and function of the roadway as well as listings 
of significant resources.  Brief summaries of the overall content in each of the plans is 
provided below: 
STOWE 
The Town Plan for Stowe seeks to thoroughly make use of the planning process in an 
effort to maintain and enhance natural resources, historic settings, cultural heritage, scenic 
and working landscape, and recreation opportunities for the benefit of current and 
future generations.  Interaction with neighboring communities is limited by mountainous 
terrain and well-defined transportation corridors and the Town Plan focuses on 
interaction with the neighboring communities to the north and south that are most 
impacted.  Of particular note as a ‘backbone’ of the town’s economy, history, and 
anticipated growth is the Stowe Mountain Resort.  Stowe’s effective population of year 
round and transient residents is approximately 6,000 and the number doubles during 
peak tourism periods.  In many ways the Town Plan calls for options in which to promote 
tourism and growth generated by recreational resources while working to achieve a 
balance with preservation of farmlands, open space, scenic vistas, and cultural heritage.  
The role of Stowe Village as a focal point for commercial, civic and cultural activity is 
reinforced by the plan and efforts to maintain the Village’s historic character, despite 
past success, remains among the most important issues facing the town. 
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WATERBURY 
Waterbury is a gateway to Central Vermont tourist destinations and urban centers with 
its proximity to several important transportation corridors and major resort destinations.  
The town is now a designated Downtown area due to ongoing work and organization by 
the Village, Town and the local group Revitalizing Waterbury. The goals of the 
Waterbury Town Plan include attracting new businesses, industries and residents to the 
community at a rate that can reasonably accommodate existing and planned services and 
facilities. Preservation of the town’s traditional pattern of concentrated settlements 
surrounded by rural countryside is also a priority.  Designation of Route 100 as a 
Vermont Byway corresponds with community goals to maintain historic districts and 
recognize historic resources, encourage clustered development, protect agricultural 
resources, provide recreational opportunities, conserve and preserve valuable open 
space, recreational lands, and rural areas.   
CENTRAL VERMONT REGIONAL PLAN 
The newly adopted Central Vermont Regional Plan considers scenic, natural, 
archaeological, recreational, historic and cultural resources important and worthy of 
maintenance, preservation, and enhancement.  Each element is referenced in the plan in 
some aspect and strategies for their protection are included, which support the Byway 
nomination.  These vary from adaptive use of cultural sites and structures, to supporting 
public transit, to promoting recreational opportunities, to maintaining existing roadside 
views by means of vegetation clearing.  Scenic values are especially important as 
expressed in the Plan: “Central Vermont is a place of celebrated natural beauty. Its scenic 
landscapes not only enrich lives and spirits and attract new businesses and residents, they 
also provide the basic ingredient for one of the Region's most important industries - 
tourism. Each year thousands of visitors travel here to see the mountain vistas, pastoral 
scenes, fertile valleys, historic villages, Interstate 89 (which has received awards for its 
scenery), remote back roads, and woodlands ablaze with autumn color. Thus, it is in our 
best interest, both psychologically and economically, to preserve the best of Central 
Vermont's visual splendor. (page 2-10) 

LAMOILLE COUNTY REGIONAL PLAN 
The Lamoille County Regional Plan seeks to guide growth into compact settlements, 
while protecting the region’s natural and working landscapes and the region’s natural 
systems and valuable agricultural resources.  A variety of plans to strengthen the area’s 
base of agricultural resources through land conservation, diversification, promotion of 
agricultural based industries, and regional marketing efforts are presented.  Protection of 
significant scenic areas and traditional downtowns and the preservation of the region’s 
lakes and rivers as development continues is an important goal.  A review of 
transportation options in the region promotes the use and improvement of many existing 
roadways, research and preservation of “ancient highways”, and encourages the use of 
bicycles and walking as forms of transportation.  The plan also supports the extension of 
the Stowe Recreation Path to the Stowe Mountain Resort.   
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CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, the proposed Vermont Byway Designation and associated objectives and 
enhancements described in this package correspond with the goals and policies outlined 
in the Regional and Town Plans for communities along the Green Mountain Byway.  
Collectively, the communities wish to preserve the scenic quality of the area, significant 
wildlife habitat and natural resources, the unique character of each village, and the rural 
agricultural surroundings.  This area has a wide variety of cultural, historic, recreational, 
archaeological, and scenic locations and events, all of which add to the area’s distinctive 
character, something these communities wish to preserve as well.  Route 100 through 
Waterbury and Stowe is an important roadway, providing access into and out of the 
Green Mountains for residents and visitors alike.  Preserving the historic and economic 
importance of the road while maintaining a safe road system is a priority of the Byway 
communities. 
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3. INTRINSIC RESOURCE INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT 
A. Overview 
In order for a road to qualify as a Vermont Byway, it must show at least one of the six 
intrinsic qualities as outlined by the State Byways Program: archaeological, cultural, 
historic, natural, recreational and scenic.  The Intrinsic Resource Inventory and Assessment 
was one of the first steps in the process of preparing the Green Mountain Byway 
nomination package and corridor management plan.  The designation provides a formal 
way for the community to identify, conserve, and promote the Green Mountain Byway 
and its important resources. 
Information for this inventory and assessment was drawn from a number of sources.  An 
initial inventory was compiled using information from the Town Plans, promotional 
materials distributed through the local Chambers of Commerce, and literature from the 
Waterbury Tourism Council, the Stowe Area Association, and many other local 
publications. The primary sources for GIS data were the Vermont Center for Geographic 
Information (VCGI), the regional planning commissions, and the Byway towns.  Resources 

were crosschecked with these 
sources and the community 
members involved in the 
process, and mapped as 
accurately as possible.  Intrinsic 
resource maps illustrating this 
data are provided in Appendix 
D. Intrinsic Resource Maps. 
The following summaries 
provide an overview of the 
resources present in the Green 
Mountain Byway.  A more 
detailed catalog of Byway 
resources can be found in 

Appendix E. Matrix of Intrinsic Resources, which provides a listing of resources located 
throughout the Byway and delineates them by town according to one or more of the six 
intrinsic categories.  This inventory is as comprehensive as possible and is expected to be 
examined, assessed, and refined throughout the ongoing Byway process in order to 
provide the most accurate representation of the evolving Green Mountain Byway and its 
many resources. 

B. Historic and Archaeological Qualities 
The historic and archaeological resources present along the Byway tell the story of 
centuries-long human habitation and land use practices.  These resources contribute to 
the scenic nature of the Byway in that human activities and their consequent adaptation 
of the landscape have contributed to altering a certain portion of its natural 
conformation. Agriculture, forestry, recreation and other activities have sustained 
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settlements in the region over the course 
of many centuries. Buildings and other 
structures, including stone walls, fences, 
dams, roadways, bridges, cemeteries and 
other markers, as well as archaeological 
remains of both Native American and 
European habitation, serve as both 
testimonial and symbols of man’s 
interaction with the land.   
The historic and archaeological qualities 
of the Byway constitute an essential link 
to our distant and recent past.  
Archaeological sites, such as cellar holes, 
the remains of sawmills, and early farm 
sites, can help us understand where and 
how our ancestors lived, managed their 
resources and used technology.  Sites can 
also provide invaluable information on 
micro and macro environments and on 
changes in climate, landforms and 
waterways. The presence of the 
Waterbury Reservoir, for example, 
represents a significant human 
intervention on the natural landscape.  
Along the Cotton Brook and other trail 
systems around the area of the reservoir 
are many remains of abandoned cabins, 
homesteads and small settlements that 
predate the construction of the reservoir.  
Several of these sites are included in the 
Vermont Archeological Inventory (1999).  
They were listed for their value as historic 
sites of agriculture, transportation and 
settlement patterns from 1839-1935.   
The Little River State Park in the Town of 
Waterbury contains a marked 
archeological site with remnants of an old 
sawmill with cellar holes and many pieces 
of hardware. Upon entering the park, a 
walking tour of farm sites is available (see 
Historical Map of the Little River Area in 
Appendix F). A total of 13 archeological 
sites also exist on State land around the 

The infamous “haunted” Emily’s Bridge, 
supposedly by Emily’s ghost 

One of the many historic buildings in the 
Waterbury Village Historic District 

Stone foundation at Little River State Park 
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Waterbury Reservoir. These locations include old farmsteads and the remnants of five 
bridge sites.  

Small cemeteries, significant for their historic and archaeological qualities, are scattered 
around both Stowe and Waterbury.  Early American slate, granite and other stone burial 
markers adorned with writing and funerary images reveal significant artistic and 
genealogical information. Walking along any of the trails in the forests near the Byway 
will also reveal many stone walls that are testimonials to land-clearing and pastures dating 
from the nineteenth century, when farms in Vermont produced much of the wool, grains 
and dairy products that clothed and fed early settlers and served as cash crops.    
The more densely settled areas along the Byway, including Waterbury Village, 
Colbyville, Waterbury Center, Moscow, Stowe Village, Lower Village and Mountain Road 
are all well preserved centers with myriads of historic resources.  Four of the districts are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places: Waterbury Village and Mill Village in 
Waterbury, and Stowe and Moscow Villages in Stowe.  All of these population centers 
are included on the Vermont State Historic Register for their significance to architecture 
and the building trades, the history of transportation and recreation, and for people and 
events important to the state’s history.   

Waterbury Village, Colbyville, Waterbury Center, Moscow Village, Stowe Village, Lower 
Village and Mountain Road represent a distinctive array of historic town and village 
centers.  Waterbury Center is a well-preserved example of a rural agricultural settlement, 
pre-dating both Colbyville, with its Victorian residences and inn, and Waterbury Center, 
which developed into a transportation hub after the Vermont Central Railroad 
established a depot here in the 1840s.  Moscow is a small, rural industrial village that 
grew around the dam and sawmills built along the Little River during the second half of 
the nineteenth century. Stowe began as an early nineteenth-century farming community 
and gradually evolved into a year-round recreational and vacation destination attracting 
visitors from around the world.  The well-preserved Stowe Village retains the look of its 
historic role as a market town, while the Mountain Road and Lower Village are lined with 
hotels, motels, restaurants, art galleries and other tourist venues.    

Waterbury and Stowe shared a unique history along Route 100 due to the electronic 
train that travelled between them daily for over 25 years.  Both the Waterbury and 
Stowe Historical Societies have permanent displays of historical documents and artifacts 
relevant to their towns’ histories and offer self-guided walking tours through Waterbury 
Village and Stowe Village. Many of the historic homes and inns are marked with bronze 
or brass plaques noting the date of their construction and describing their historical 
significance.  The Stowe Historic Preservation Commission works with the Planning and 
Zoning Offices to promote appropriate rehabilitation and preservation of the town’s 
built environment.  Waterbury Village recently completed a restoration of its Rail 
Station, and is currently in the midst of a downtown renaissance, with many new stores, 
restaurants and other businesses occupying its historic buildings.     
There are also many individual sites listed on the National Register: the Railroad 
Stationthe and Bridge 31 across the Winooski River in Waterbury; the Colby Mansion in 
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Colbyville; the Gold Brook Covered Bridge (also known as Emily’s Bridge), the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) Camp at Mount Mansfield, the Electric Railroad Depot 
Building, the Green Mountain Inn and the Community Church, all in Stowe, among many 
others.   A more complete listing of the historic resources along the Byway is provided in 
Appendix E. Matrix of Intrinsic Resources.  

C. Cultural Qualities 
Stowe and Waterbury along the Green Mountain Byway maintain a vibrant cultural 
identity rooted in the tradition of rural Vermont. The Byway possesses an eclectic blend 

of cultures as expressed through diverse 
local arts, products, festivals, and other 
activities. The common cultural themes 
are the traditional place-specific 
sensibility and a contemporary eclectic 
cultural atmosphere.  
The value of natural sensibility is a 
fundamental part of the cultural and 
natural history of the area. From a largely 
agrarian heritage, those traditions are 
alive and well today with festivals and 
products based on a life in concert with 
the local environment. The end of June 
marks the annual Stowe Garden Festival, 
offering tours and workshops to learn 
about and celebrate the gardening 
tradition.  In September, the annual 
sunflower themed Hunt for Sunzilla 
festival is held in Waterbury at Rusty 
Parker Park, where visitors can experience 
the largest zucchini, local chef cooking 
demonstrations, sunflower themed hat 
contests and much more. 
Unique Vermont products help to create 
a distinctive sense of place in Waterbury 
and Stowe. Famous Vermont products can 
be seen in production at places like the 
Vermont Teddy Bear Factory, Cabot 
Store, Ben & Jerry’s Factory, and Green 
Mountain Coffee Roasters, all in the 

Town of Waterbury. Other authentic local products are featured at places such as Cold 
Hollow Cider Mill in Waterbury Center, Nebraska Knoll Sugar House and Stowe Maple 
Products, in the Town of Stowe near Moscow Village. Farmer’s markets also take place in 
both Stowe and Waterbury villages, where residents sell an array of locally grown and 

World-renown Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream and 
Factory Tour 

Stowe Farmers’ Market 
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produced products. In addition, the 
shopping experience in both Byway 
communities is described as friendly, with 
meaningful face-to-face interactions. Such 
unique stores and products indicate a 
strong sense of identity in the land and in 
the traditional values of community.  
The Stowe area is known as one of the 
premier dining destinations in New 
England. Eclectic dining options reflect 
the diversity of the area and provide 
residents and visitors with a wide 
selection of cafés, taverns, and restaurants. 
Menus range from European to Mexican 
and feature world class drink options. Mr. 
Pickwick’s is acclaimed for its creative 
cuisine and vegetarian dishes. In 
Waterbury, Hen of the Woods and The 
Alchemist offer interesting local cuisine. 
Dining in and around Stowe and 
Waterbury reveals that, despite the small 
village feel, there is a broad diversity of 
culture to be experienced. 

The corridor also boasts a rich array of 
opportunities in the performing arts. 
Local attractions such as the Waterbury 
Festival Players, Stowe Theater Guild, 
Stowe Performing Arts, and the Stowe 
Summer Music Festival bring an assorted 
mix of music, theater, and dance to the 
area. Free concerts in the Village of Stowe 
are sponsored weekly from May through 
September by Stowe Performing Arts, as 
well as Music in the Meadow held at the 
beautiful Trapp Family Lodge Meadow. 
With an abundance of classical, traditional 
and contemporary styles, Stowe and 
Waterbury are well established as a 
leading cultural center for the performing 
arts.   
Visual arts and crafts are a critical aspect 
to the cultural quality of the Byway. Local 
and regional artisan work is featured in 

Winter wonderland at Trapp Family Lodge 

The Alchemist Pub & Brewery in Waterbury 

Green Mountain Coffee Roasters Visitor Center 
and Cafe 
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community venues such as the Stowe Arts Studio, Helen Day Art Center, West Branch 
Gallery & Sculpture Park as well as Little River Hot Glass and Cotswold Furniture Makers. 
In addition to exhibiting and selling products, these venues often conduct educational 
outreach programs and workshops for all ages and abilities.  The end of July brings the 
Annual New Taste of Stowe Arts Festival just outside of Stowe on Mountain Road.  Over 
150 local artisans are selected to showcase their creative and sustainably produced 
products and ideas. In an increasingly global/commercial age, the event brings the 
community together to celebrate the values of the local environment and culture.    

The cultural resources and activities in the Byway corridor reflect on a rich history of 
relations between culture and place that is unique to rural Vermont. The many artistic 
and cultural attractions are generally themed around a reverence and interdependence 
with the local environment.  These values, expressed through the various festivals and 
activities in the region, are fundamental to the way of life that supports and defines it as 
a place and community.  

D. Natural Qualities 
The natural qualities within the corridor refer to those resources that possess value as 
places for natural education and interaction or as an extractable material resource. The 
presence of these resources has been one of, if not, the most important factors in the past 
and present of Vermont.  Sustaining activities such as agriculture, forestry and recreation 
depend on and have thrived on the rich abundance of natural resources of the land. 
Protecting and increasing public awareness of these resources within the corridor will be 
an essential part of the sustained harmony between humans and the environment.  
The area within the corridor enjoys a unique natural legacy. Mt. Mansfield stands as 
Vermont’s highest peak and holds a dominant presence in the region, serving as the 
primary natural and cultural landmark. The recreational activities that have come to 

define the area are largely in place 
because of the pristine and breathtaking 
natural qualities of Mt. Mansfield and its 
environs. Other local summits include 
Sunset Hill, Brush Hill, Roundtop, Luce 
Hill, Cady Hill, Taber Hill, Stowe Pinnacle, 
Hogback Mountain, Woodward Mountain, 
Willey Hill, Gregg Hill, Blush Hill, Perry 
Hill, Loomis Hill, and Owls Head 
Mountain.  
The Waterbury Reservoir is the largest 
water body within the corridor, and ninth 
largest in the state.  The reservoir was 
constructed in the 1930’s by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) to control 

flooding in the Winooski River Valley and now accommodates boating, fishing, swimming 
and picnicking. This is a significant resource naturally, culturally, and historically and 

Waterbury Reservoir 
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should be highlighted as a unique aspect 
of the corridor. Various other rivers and 
streams including the Little River and 
West Branch River present natural 
resource value for their recreational and 
scenic quality. Moss Glen Falls, on the 
Moss Glen Brook in Stowe, is the highest 
undammed cascade in Vermont. Sterling 
Falls Gorge and Bingham Falls are also 
significant cascading waterfalls that show 
geologic processes and attract 
recreational attention. While the former is 
mostly on private land, Stowe Land Trust 
conserved the later and ownership was 
transferred to the State.  
The corridor is characterized as 
extensively forested, with mountainous 
and hilly terrain. These areas offer 
immense value ecologically, culturally, and 
economically. Ecologically, they comprise 
the backbone for wildlife habitat and 
biological diversity.  Having an 
ecologically healthy environment is 
invaluable as an intrinsic resource and is 
the foundation for the recreational 
activities that sustain the region 
economically. Forestlands also possess 
economic value as it relates to timber and 
wood products and, distinct to Vermont, 
maple harvesting. It should also be noted 
that forest systems are valued for their 
environmental services such as water 
retention and filtration and carbon 
storage. The abundance of these 
resources makes it an appropriate place to 
target public awareness of these aspects.  
In addition, numerous auto collisions with 
bear and moose have occurred in recent 
years within the corridor, indicating 
concentrations and travel corridors for 
wildlife. Such areas, like on Route 100 as it 
passes by the Waterbury Reservoir, 
should be identified to motorists for 

Moss Glen Falls 

Rivers and streams are significant natural 
resources in the Byway 

Several active farms are still present in the 
Byway corridor 
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safety reasons and also to provide knowledge of local wildlife patterns.  
Agricultural soils are also an important natural resource for the region. Agriculture is an 
important historical and cultural aspect of the region and exists mainly in the areas where 
the soil is most favorable to the cultivation of crops. Currently there are eight active 
farms in Stowe and Waterbury maintaining a fairly large amount of open land on Route 
100 between the villages. While the commercial value of this land is somewhat limited 
under new global markets, it has been identified as a vital cultural aspect of the region.  
Protection of these resources is seen as an essential component to the future of the area. 

38% of the land within the corridor is conserved land, most of which is publicly owned 
including Mt. Mansfield and CC Putnam State Forests. A portion of the Middlesex Notch 
Wildlife Management area falls in the southeast portion of Waterbury township. 
Organizations such as the Waterbury Conservation Commission, Vermont Land Trust and 
Stowe Land Trust are working to acquire and conserve lands as a public resource. While 
the remaining portions of the corridor are privately owned, there are measures that can 
be taken to protect the intrinsic resources in those areas.  
The Byway corridor has several areas of sensitive land with ecological value that deserve 
special attention. These areas, as identified by the State of Vermont, include but are not 
limited to wetlands, floodplains, rare and endangered species habitats, and sensitive 
riparian vegetation. For locations of these areas, which include sensitive alpine and 
palustrine communities, see the Natural Resources Map.  Sections of steep slope are also 
an area of concern as they are typically visible from many points and contribute greatly 
to scenic quality.  
Gravel resources are also abundant along the Byway corridor. Although there are no 
commercial operations, this resource is significant to the community for road maintenance 
and construction, and provides some economic value. Any extraction of these resources 
should be considered in terms of its scenic and environmental impact on the Byway 
corridor.  

E. Recreational Qualities 
Recreation holds a dominant, year-round presence 
within the Byway corridor.  The alluring natural features 
have long been a draw to the area. The town of Stowe is 
home to Mt. Mansfield, Vermont’s highest mountain.  
The topography and natural quality supports a plethora 
of recreational activities and have been compared as 
reminiscent of the Alps. Skiing, sightseeing, hiking, and 
paddling are only a few of the favored pastimes that 
make the area a year-round destination for recreation. 
This continues to be a central aspect to the economic 
and cultural vitality of the region.  

There are three state parks in the Byway corridor that 
offer a range of year-round recreational opportunities.  
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Smuggler’s Notch State Park is located in 
Stowe along scenic Route 108.  This park 
offers a campground, picnic areas and 
access to a number of popular hiking 
trails.  Waterbury Center State Park sits 
on 90-acres on the easterly shores of 
Waterbury Reservoir.  This park provides 
22 picnic sites, tables, and hibachis, 
swimming beach, nature trail, trailer boat 
ramp, boat rentals, concession stand and 
restrooms.  Little River State Park, 
located on the westerly shores of 
Waterbury Reservoir, is part of Mt. 
Mansfield State Forest.  A large historic 
settlement of 50 or more families lived 
in this area until flooding and the rigors 
of the land and weather forced the 
abandonment of the farms.  Remnants of 
the past community can still be seen 
here from cellar holes to cemeteries to 
historic roads.  Today, the park contains 
one of central Vermont's largest and 
most popular campgrounds.  Within the 
campground, there are swimming 
beaches, play areas, a boat launch, 
ballfield, nature museum and programs, 
and boat rentals.  Adjacent to the park 
are miles of hiking trails that explore the 
rich cultural history. 

In winter, skiers and snowboarders from 
around the world come to experience 
Mt. Mansfield's famous terrain.  Cross-
country and backcountry skiing are  
popular with residents and visitors. 
Stowe Mountain Resort features over 
100 trails and nearly 500 acres of skiable 
area. Stowe is especially famous as one of 
North America's premier cross-country 
skiing destinations, with hundreds of 
kilometers of groomed and backcountry 
trails.  Over 20 miles of VAST trails 
weave throughout the corridor, 
providing snowmobiling opportunities 
for those owning a snowmobile or 

Entrance to Smuggler’s Notch State Park 

A skateboarder glides down the Stowe Recreation 
Path at Thompson Park 

Hiking trail leading to Moss Glen Falls 
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wishing to rent one. Guided tours are also available. Winter attractions are rounded out 
with unique experiences like sleigh rides, dogsledding and snowshoeing. The diversity of 
activities makes Stowe and Waterbury a regional, national, and international recreational 
destination in the winter months.  
The summertime brings its own host of recreational activities to Stowe and Waterbury. 
Hiking and biking are popular activities in the area and are well supported by an 
abundance of trails.  In Stowe, the paved Recreation Path runs 5.3 miles out from the 
village center and is a favorite place for biking, walking, and rollerblading. More 
adventurous hikes lead to local summits, including Mt. Mansfield where the Vermont 
Long Trail passes through. The Green Mountain Club, with its headquarters on Route 100 
in Waterbury Center, provides information on favorite local hikes on trails and 
coordinates trail maintenance throughout the state.  
Mt. Mansfield is also a primary recreation attraction in the summer with rides to the top 
via The Gondola or the historic Mt. Mansfield Auto Toll Road. The Resort also has 
plentiful summer activities including the Alpine Slide and Bungee Trampolines. Two 
public golf courses fall in the Byway corridor: Blush Hill Country Club in Waterbury and 
Stowe Country Club in Stowe.  Mountain biking has also exploded in popularity.  

Come autumn, foliage becomes the dominant activity. Drivers, bikers, and walkers alike 
come to take in the magnificent views and colors that are the region’s natural heritage.  
The Stowe Visitor Information Services, on Main Street Stowe, have put together a list of 
favorite foliage driving loops from 8 miles to 115 miles. In addition to the recreational 

aspect, autumn in New England has become a 
central component of the region’s identity 
and culture.   
Local rivers and streams support the loved 
pastimes of fishing and paddling. Local fishing 
guides can be found at Catamount Fishing 
Adventures, Fly Fish Vermont, and the 
Waterbury & Stowe Fish & Game Club.  
Riverbank restorations in local rivers, stocking 
by the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department, 
and the growth of “catch and release” fishing 
indicate a strong resurgence of the tradition. 
Canoeing and kayaking continue to be a 
favorite way to take in the scenery. The 900-
acre Waterbury Reservoir, located west of 
Route 100 in Waterbury, has numerous access 
points including Blush Hill Road, Little River 

Road and Cotton Brook in Stowe.  At the two state parks located on the reservoir there 
are also public boat launches as well as picnic areas, swimming areas, beaches, camping, 
hiking and other public facilities.  The many other lakes and ponds in the region are 
within comfortable driving distance and can be explored through tours and rentals found 
at places such as Umiak Outfitters and Pinnacle Ski & Sports in Stowe.   
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F. Scenic Qualities 
Scenic resources and visual character have been identified as the most important theme 
for the Green Mountain Byway. Vermonters as a whole place a high value on the scenic 
qualities of the state’s landscape, and there is a distinct economic value to this landscape. 
The distinctive mix of farm, forest, village and mountain views, a characteristic of the 
Route 100 corridor in Waterbury and Stowe, provides one of the primary assets of our 
tourism industry, the second largest revenue generator for the state. 
The Waterbury Conservation Commission, has, as one of the key community groups 
advancing the Byway project, advocated for continued conservation efforts to be focused 
on preserving and conserving scenic resources. The Town of Stowe has also been 
successful in conserving a number of key parcels in the community, which contribute to 
its visual character. This has been achieved through the collaborative efforts of their town 
officials, the Conservation Commission, Stowe Land Trust and the Vermont Land Trust.  
The designation of Route 100 as a Vermont Byway will reinforce, support and help to 
guide future initiatives designed to manage and conserve scenic resources in both 
communities. 
The Vermont Byways program provides a basis for evaluating scenic resources along a 
Byway corridor.  This methodology is described in the “Scenic Evaluation Process” section 
of the Vermont Byways Program Manual, Designating Vermont Byways: A Fieldguide.  A 
defined section of the proposed Byway is given a rating ranging from a -3 (very 
negative), having a landscape quality that is uncharacteristic of Vermont, and which 
greatly detracts from the visual quality or experience of the Byway corridor, to a rating of 
+3 (very positive), which might include a scenic resource unique to Vermont or New 
England, such as long distance or sweeping view of the mountains uninterrupted or not 
undermined by foreground elements.  A Byway corridor must have an overall rating of at 
least +1 to qualify for the program and the Green Mountain Byway, with no negatively 

rated sections and consistent high 
ratings definitely meets and exceeds 
this requirement. 
In evaluating scenic resources a 
number of elements are assessed, 
including the form and character of 
the landscape, its intactness as a 
natural or historic landscape or land 
use pattern and its land cover and 
development characteristics. The 
presence of unique landscape 
elements and viewscapes is also 
factored into the evaluation, which is 
designed overall to assess the visual 
quality and aesthetics of the proposed 
Byway within the Vermont context.  

One of the highest rated views on the Byway, just 
south of the Stowe town line 
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The 14.5 mile long Route 100 corridor through 
Waterbury and Stowe is not truly a rural highway, 
although there are sections of it that are undeveloped. It 
serves as the primary north south arterial road that 
carries a high volume of commercial and commuter 
traffic for this region of North Central Vermont. The 
land use character along the highway is quite diverse, 
and includes the broad agrarian landscape at the 
northern end, the dense village settlements of both 
Stowe and Waterbury, smaller hamlets in Stowe’s Lower 
Village and Waterbury Center and interspersed areas 
of forests and fields. There is scattered development 
along its entire length, which detracts somewhat from 
the overall visual integrity of the landscape. 
Nonetheless, one of the most important attributes of the 
highway is the visual access it provides to the landscapes 
beyond. The quality of these views is quite high, ranking 
greater than 2.5 for being among the most dramatic in 
Vermont, if not in the entire Northeast. These 
landscapes include the high ridges of the Worcester 
Range, visible just north of Colbyville, and the highest 
ridgeline of the Green Mountains, including the state’s 
highest summit, Mount Mansfield, which can be seen 
from a number of locations along the highway, with 
some of the most spectacular vistas experienced just 
north of Waterbury Village and again, in the vicinity of 
Moscow Road and Nichols Field. 
In these views the famed ski trails of the Stowe 
Mountain Resort, and the alpine summit of Vermont’s 
highest peak, Mt. Mansfield, are most noteworthy, and 
provide a distinctive visual icon and focal point that is 
both memorable and engaging. The highest rated view 
worthy of a 3.0 rating, occurs north of Stowe Village and 
south of Randolph Road, where an extensive panorama 
of the northern extent of the Mansfield Range is seen from a fore and mid ground of an 
intact agrarian landscape.   
Overall this section of Route 100 is a challenging one to provide an overall rating for.  
Although it contains spectacular views of the highest mountain range in Vermont as well 
as the distinctive ridge of the Worcester Mountains, it also has long stretches of mixed 
residential and commercial development, which detract from the highways rural 
character and undermine somewhat its overall ratings for scenic quality. This contrasts 
with other segments of the highway in Moretown, Warren and Granville, which present 
distinctly undeveloped, intact Vermont landscapes, particularly in the Granville Gulf area, 

In considering Byway 
management initiatives 
related to scenic resources 
and open spaces, the Byway 
Committee highlighted the 
distinction between 
conservation and preservation.  

Conservation, when referring 
to land management, is a 
dynamic approach to the 
landscape that balances 
multiple uses while 
maintaining the core values, 
resources and functions of an 
environment. Conservation 
was championed by Gifford 
Pinchot, the first director of 
the United States Forest 
Service. This is the basis for 
how the Forest Service 
manages our National 
Forests. 

Preservation is derived from 
preserve, which means to 
keep safe, guard or maintain. 
It is widely used to refer to 
historic resources, and 
maintaining them in their 
intact, original state. 
Preservation in land 
management terms refers to 
a strategy for minimal human 
intervention in order to 
maintain a resource in its 
original or natural state.     
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which is protected through State and National Forest ownership. The exception is the 
northerly portion of the route, which, as stated, is worthy of a 3.0 rating due to its 
outstanding views and undeveloped open spaces.  
In summary, the overall consistent high ratings for scenic resource quality (with the few 
identified areas of lower ratings for the Interstate area and for locations with extensive 
commercial development) is due to several distinct visual character components: 

– Numerous locations with outstanding long distant views of the high ridges of the 
Green Mountains, which provide the backdrop for both the easterly and westerly 
aspects of the Byway corridor; 

– The alternating patterns of undeveloped meadows and historic farmsteads and their 
associated cultivated lands; 

– The historic buildings and settlement patterns which characterize the village areas 
along the route; and, 

– The variety and extent of classic Vermont scenes and landscape patterns, which 
contribute to this area’s unique sense of place.  

Section-by-Section Analysis 

In order to develop the scenic ratings for the highway, we employ a sequential section-
by-section approach using 1/10 of a mile increments to observe and rate the visual 
qualities. This is conducted as both a windshield type survey coupled with site 
observations and on-foot analysis where appropriate. Aerial and GIS mapping is 
employed along with extensive field photography to support our analysis. Our scenic 
assessment begins at the southern boundary of Waterbury where Route 100 crosses over 
the Winooski River.  
Mile 0.0 to 1.0 
This tree-lined section of Route 100 essentially is Waterbury’s Main Street in both name 
and character. As the traveler crosses over the Winooski River, views to the Green 
Mountains open up and provide a green backdrop to the village setting. The village’s 
historic residences are lined along the first 
1/2-mile and on the south side of the 
highway are the grounds and buildings of 
the former Waterbury State Hospital and 
its associated institutional architecture 
representative of late 19th and early 20th 
century design motifs. At mile 0.5 is the 
Rusty Parker Park, the railroad station and 
Waterbury’s New England style green with 
its traditional white gazebo and stately 
trees. 
From mile 0.5 to 1.0 the land uses and built 
forms transition into a commercial pattern 
with larger, more substantial buildings Gazebo on the green 
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including a downtown block. This section 
of Route 100/Main Street contains a 
number of historic properties listed both 
on the state and national register of 
historic places, providing the dominant 
visual pattern, which is primarily an 
architectural pattern with many intact 
facades of classic period design. Many of 
the buildings are of masonry construction. 
One noteworthy visual feature of this 
segment is the backdrop of the Green 
Mountains readily visible above some of 
the downtown buildings.  
This section has many quintessential 
village qualities and patterns that are characteristic of Vermont and part of the imagery 
projected by the state that is so attractive to visitors. This section is rated between 2 and 
2.5 for its outstanding architecture and historic development patterns.   
Mile 1.0 to 1.6 
In this segment Route 100 transitions from Waterbury’s town center to its interchange 
with Interstate 89. This is an open area with views to the mountains and forested hillsides 
in all directions. The Interstate highway infrastructure and layout create a dominant 
presence that interrupts and conflicts with the surrounding landscape and development 
pattern.  

Given the dominant interstate highway elements in this section, but acknowledging some 
of the scenic views that are present, the rating for this section is determined to be a 1.0 
to 1.5. 
Mile 1.6 to 2.0 
At mile 1.6 there is a brief wooded section before the intersection with Blush Hill Road, 
after which there is a developed, 
commercial land use pattern that has a 
number of highway roadside 
developments, detracting somewhat from 
the overall scenic qualities of this section. 
The motor inn, supermarket and smaller 
developments are reasonably well sited 
and sensitively developed so as to give 
this area a gateway character. 
Between miles 1.7 and 1.8 this function is 
enhanced by the views to the mountains 
beyond and at mile 1.9 the development 
abates and the highway has wooded lands Striking views of the Worcester Range 

Waterbury downtown 
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to the west and an open, undeveloped section on the east side of the corridor until mile 
2.1 when the highway approaches Colbyville. 

Scenic rating 1.5 due, in part, to the commercial nature of the area. 
Mile 2.0 to 2.9 
This segment travels through the settled area of Colbyville, which includes a cluster of 
historic buildings in different states of condition.  Just beyond the crossroads area the 
high ridge of the Worcester Range and the summit of Mount Hunger comes into view 
above the wooded roadside. Scattered commercial development continues throughout 
this section, including the landmark Ben & Jerry’s, until mile 2.9 and the beginning of a 
longer stretch of highway that has a more rural character with less development. 
A scenic quality rating of between 1.5 and 2.0 for this segment is determined in 
recognition of the historic resources present and the striking views of the Worcester 
Range.   
Mile 3.0 to 3.5 
The corridor continues in this section to have a more rural character but with scattered 
roadside development and with a visual character typical of this highway type in 
Vermont.   

The scenic quality rating for this segment is a 1.5 as there are no outstanding visual 
elements or views through this area. 
3.6 to 4.2  
With the Cloverdale Farm as a landmark, this section of the roadscape has a more open 
character until mile 3.9 where state land borders the western edge of the road for the 
next 2/10 of a mile and the wooded character continues to a developed area at 4.2 just 
south of Reservoir Road and Howard Ave.  
The scenic quality rating for this segment is a 2.0 due to its open undeveloped areas. 
4.2 to 5.0 
There is a short wooded section that 
begins at this point until the intersection 
with Howard Road, and then the 
landscape becomes more open with 
roadside development and scattered 
residences through to mile 4.9 where it 
begins to transition to a more rural 
landscape with fewer structures and 
offering the first views of Mt. Mansfield. 
In winter a brief view of Waterbury Lake 
to the west is possible. The Waterbury 
Center State Park, Lake, and Reservoir are 
key scenic attributes here and just off the 

Waterbury Center State Park offers pleasing 
views and recreational amenities 
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roadway corridor to the east, and is readily accessible being just about a quarter mile 
away. It offers some unique and engaging views as well as outstanding recreational 
amenities including a beach, boat launch and open picnic areas above the lake. This is also 
the approach to the village of Waterbury Center that is concentrated in an area just to 
the east of and above Route 100. The village itself has an historic settlement pattern with 
a crossroads that creates a triangular green that serves as a focal point for the village. 
The scenic quality rating for this segment is a 1.5 to 2.0 for the off - highway landscape 
visible and accessible in the near distance. 
Mile 5.0 to 6.3 
This area is another relatively undeveloped section and primarily open stretch of the 
Route 100 corridor that has spectacular views of the Mansfield Range heading north and 
at mile 6.3 long distant views to Camels Hump and the high ridge of the Green 
Mountains to the south of the Winooski River Valley. These views continue for the 
southbound traveler from this point.  The 
undeveloped pattern is interrupted at 
approximately mile 5.8 by a nursery and 
garden center complex, camping area and 
the headquarters of the Green Mountain 
Club. At mile 6.2 another undeveloped 
wooded stretch continues on the west 
side of he highway. 
The scenic quality rating for this segment 
is a 2.0 to 2.5 to account for its rural 
qualities and spectacular long distance 
views.  
Mile 6.3 to 7.0 
This is another relatively typical section 
of the Route 100 corridor, called 
Shutesville Hill by local residents, with 
scattered development and both open 
and wooded sections. There is the Beaver 
Pond area to the east and both sides of 
the roadway have intact landscapes 
characteristic of Central Vermont through 
to mile 6.7 after which there are 
scattered structures along the roadside 
until mile 7.0.   
A rating of 2.0 is proposed for this 
section as it has typically scenic Vermont 
landscape characteristics with a variety of 
pleasing scenes. 

Classic Vermont landscape 

Rural qualities and spectacular long distance 
views are present in this segment of the Byway 
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Mile 7.0 to 7.8 and the Stowe/ Waterbury Town Boundary 
The scattered roadside development pattern continues with a canopied, tree lined 
stretch of highway marking the route. There is a small undeveloped meadow to the west 
at mile 7.2 and the wooded character of the corridor continues through to mile 7.6 where 
the landscape opens up to the east. A view of the old electric railroad is visible on the 
east side of Route 100. At 7.8 a ledge appears close to the road on the west and adds 
visual interest to the highway landscape 
The scenic quality rating here is 2.0 for its pleasing roadside woodlands and its visual 
features, including the ledge area. 
Mile 7.8 to 9.0 
This stretch of the route enters the Town of Stowe and opens up considerably with 
engaging views to the Nebraska Valley and Green Mountains and Mt. Mansfield itself off 
to the northwest. In late spring the contrast of snowy ridges and ski trails provide a 
celebrated view that is part of this region’s 
character and attraction. Scattered 
development and commercial structures 
do occur along this length but the views 
and open spaces predominate, particularly 
in the vicinity of the intersection with 
Moscow Road. Here, the conserved open 
space of Nichols Field and the meandering 
stream corridor of the Little River are 
notable landscape features, although this 
portion of the route is undermined 
somewhat by the visible presence of large 
scale electrical transmission structures and 
their associated wires.  
The scenic quality rating here is 2.0 with a 
2.5 for the mountain views. The rating is 
compromised somewhat by the scattered 
commercial and residential development 
and the presence of the highly visible 
transmission corridor.   
Mile 9.0 to 9.6  
This segment of Route 100 continues to 
provide westerly views to the mountain 
range and has extensive open lands to the 
west that include the Gold Brook 
Campground, a private recreational 
development situated along miles 9.0 to 
9.3 and an agricultural landscape 

Little River at Moscow village 

Dairy farm fields with mountain views 
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beginning at mile 9.4 with the landmark Mansfield Dairy Farm structures at mile 9.6, 
where the landscape also opens up to the east.  

This segment garners a rating of 2.0 for its open spaces, the dairy farm and views.   
Mile 9.6 to 10.2  
This stretch of the highway corridor is a bit more developed with a series of ranch style 
residences on the west side and various commercial enterprises and their buildings also 
present. This pattern continues until mile 10.3 at which point Stowe’s Lower Village 
begins. 

This segment garners a rating of 1.5 as it is representative of typical Route 100 
development patterns, and lacks outstanding scenic qualities. 
Mile 10.2 to 11. 0 
This section of Route 100 is characterized by almost continuous roadside development 
on both sides, and it has a primarily commercial focus with scattered residences 
interspersed. Some historic structures are readily apparent, such as at the Stoware 
Common, and portions of the Little River 
come close in to the highway and there is 
visual interest associated with waterfalls 
visible on the river at the old mill site at 
mile 10.6. Just before entering Stowe 
Village proper at mile 10.9, a prominent 
ledge appears on the eastern side of the 
highway, serving as a distinct landform 
reminding one of the surrounding 
mountain bedrock. 
This area is rated between a 1.5 and 2.0, 
acknowledging its historic elements but 
recognizing that the visual quality is 
compromised somewhat by the continuous 
commercial nature of the highway.   
Mile 11.0 to 11.3 
This is the section of Route 100 which 
courses through the historic Stowe Village, 
and this is the classic village image that 
graces many a Vermont postcard and has 
attracted visitors from all over the world, 
especially in the fall and winter months.  
There is a distinct historic ambience to this 
portion of the highway, which becomes 
Stowe’s Main Street.  Landmark buildings 
and attractions contribute to the scenic Historic Stowe Village 
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character of the village, and these include the Green Mountain Inn, the Vermont Ski 
Museum, Shaw’s General Store, the Stowe Community Church, and the Akeley Memorial 
Town Hall with its distinctive cupola. There is a distinct pedestrian quality to the village 
and it compels the traveler to slow down, stop and walk about. The backdrop of nearby 
hillsides and ridges adds to the appeal of this stretch of Route 100.  The Stowe 
Recreation Path also begins here, and that facility has become a major public recreational 
resource for residents and visitors alike. 
This portion of Route 100 is distinctive and outstanding for the village character and 
development pattern, representative of a quintessential Vermont settlement and very 
picturesque for its architectural, cultural and historic resource values. It rates a 2.5 to 3.0 
because of these qualities. 
Mile 11.3 to 12.0 
This stretch of the route leaves the densely developed village core of Stowe and 
becomes more of a residential street lined with New England style homes, many of 
historic value on large lots, and this continues to approximately mile 11.7. At this point 
the highway becomes less densely developed but does have one commercial 
development along it although pleasing 
views open up to the west of the 
mountains beyond. One distinct 
characteristic of this segment is the 
wooded hillside of Sunset Hill directly to 
the east, which provides a natural 
landscape buffer and background and a 
contrasting visual element and form to the 
open lands dropping off the highway to 
the west. At mile 12.0 some old chicken 
coops are immediately to the west of the 
highway, adding interest and providing a 
reminder of the former agricultural 
enterprises that operated in Stowe in 
previous times.  
This segment is rated 2.0 + for its scenic quality, views to the west and overall landscape 
and built form components. 
Mile 12.0 to13.2  
Between mile 12.0 and 13.2 the landscape character is relatively continuous and consists 
of scattered residential development with an occasional commercial enterprise with the 
Little River watercourse and floodplain below the highway to the west. This area consists 
of both open and wooded landscapes and there are some distant mountain views 
especially in the vicinity of mile 13.2 
This segment is rated 2.0 for its generally pleasing landscape quality although the 
continuous development does affect overall scenic quality. 

Old chicken coops remind us of agricultural 
enterprises from long ago 
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Mile 13.2 to 14.5 and the Stowe/Morristown Boundary 
This is the last and the most northerly segment of the highway proposed for Byway 
designation as part of the Green Mountain Byway. This stretch has intact agrarian 
landscapes and foreground views contrast with long distant views to the Green 
Mountains, Hunger Mountain and Elmore Mountain to the northeast. It is in the vicinity of 
the Putnam State Forest with Moss Glen Falls being a unique geological and landscape 
feature that attracts many visitors and swimmers. At mile 13.4 there is an old farmstead 
cluster which reinforces the agricultural land use qualities as cultivated fields stretch off 
in the distance to the west and southwest.  
This segment garners the highest scenic quality rating of any portion of the proposed 
Byway for its intact landscapes, agrarian open spaces, its undeveloped qualities and the 
spectacular long distant views that abound along its length. The rating for this section is 
3.0 as it is among the most scenic stretches of highway in Vermont.  

Open farm fields with spectacular mountain views make this among the most scenic stretches of 
highway 
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4. IMPLEMENTATION GOALS AND STRATEGIES 
A. Byway Goals and Strategies  
Seven important goals are proposed for the Green Mountain Byway.  These local and 
regional goals provide the basis for identification, implementation, and management of 
the corridor’s intrinsic resources and are intended to stimulate and promote scenic, 
recreational, economic and environmental benefits for the byway communities and 
transportation systems.  Most importantly, the goals supply the foundation for the long-
term objectives and policies, which will be developed as part of the Corridor 
Management Plan.  The goals and strategies proposed for the Green Mountain Byway 
include: 

1. Scenic Quality and Community Character 

Goal  
Preserve the Byway Corridor's scenic resources so that valued community 
characteristics and desired visual qualities are maintained and enhanced. 

Strategies 
1.1 Inventory and map scenic areas, vantage points, and view corridors. 

1.2 Identify and rank priority areas for scenic preservation. 
1.3 Maintain and provide access to scenic views, overlooks, and other high aesthetic 

areas throughout the byway corridor. 

1.4 Work with local communities to develop town plan goals, zoning regulations 
and design guidelines that help protect scenic values and preserve the valued 
and built environment and working landscape. 

1.5 Monitor and review existing ordinance(s) (such as Stowe’s Ridgeline/Hillside 
Ordinance) to assess effectiveness and protection of specific scenic assets 
critical to corridor aesthetics. 

1.6 Encourage communities to incorporate aesthetics into performance measures for 
planning, siting and construction of all new development and redevelopment 
(outside of existing Hillside/Ridgeline Ordinances and with a focus on sensitive 
landscapes visible from the byway corridor), as well as density criteria to guide 
development density that is consistent with the need to protect the scenic 
resources of the area. 

1.7 Coordinate and work with local land trusts such as the Stowe Land Trust to 
protect and preserve scenic resources. 

1.8 Create a Conservation Fund in Waterbury. 

1.9 Support local, regional, state, and private organizations’ acquisition of land or 
conservation easements. 
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1.10 Create stronger awareness among residents and visitors of the exceptional 
scenic resources found within the byway corridor through interpretation and 
education. 

1.11 Encourage communities to access funding opportunities to implement the 
scenic quality objectives outlined in this plan through options such as VTrans 
Enhancement Grants, Municipal Planning Grants or the Trees for Local 
Communities grant offered through Vermont's Urban and Community Forestry 
Program. 

2. Recreation 
Goal 

Promote awareness of and protect and enhance availability and access to the 
numerous recreational facilities and opportunities within the Byway Corridor. 

Strategies 
2.1 Coordinate and develop information, signs, and other wayfinding elements that 

direct visitors to the various public and private recreation activities and 
destinations within the byway. 

2.2 Create a byway map and brochure that illustrates recreation locations and 
provides important public and private information such as phone numbers, 
addresses and websites.  

2.3 Provide, maintain, and improve parking, access, and safety at recreational areas 
and sites within the byway.   

2.4 Look for opportunities to provide access for persons with disabilities in 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines 
(ADAAG).  

2.5 Maximize the use of existing transportation corridors to provide the most 
appropriate feasible level of service for bicyclists and pedestrians. 

2.6 Work with private landowners to maintain and/or acquire public access points 
to recreation lands and waters by helping to minimize potential impacts like 
vandalism, personal injury liability and loss of privacy. 

2.7 Promote and improve connectivity with existing recreational facilities within the 
byway corridor such as the Stowe Recreation Path or the Hope Davey playing 
fields. 

2.8 Encourage the redevelopment of existing recreational facilities and the 
development of facilities that are not currently available in the byway corridor.  

2.9 Provide and maintain trails and open space lands that serve to link existing state 
and municipal open spaces, as well as other trail networks, both existing and 
planned, to facilitate a variety of recreation activities.  
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3. Historic and Cultural Resources 
Goal 

Plan for the preservation of the built environment such as village and downtown 
centers as well as interpretation of community values and the unique historic, cultural, 
and archaeological resources of the Byway Corridor. 

Strategies 
3.1 Identify, map, and protect to the greatest extent possible important historic, 

cultural, and archaeological features as part of local and regional planning 
processes. 

3.2 Work with the local and/or state Historical Commissions & Societies, such as the 
Stowe Historical Society, Waterbury Historical Society, or the Vermont 
Historical Society, along with the Division for Historic Preservation, to maintain 
and update the inventory of structures and sites of local, state and national 
historical significance. 

3.3 Contact and meet with local and/or state Historical Commissions & Society 
representatives to better understand programs and opportunities.  

3.4 Assist byway communities in obtaining historic preservation funds for the 
inventory, ranking, and preservation of locally significant buildings.  

3.5 Access funding opportunities to implement the preservation strategies outlined 
in this plan. 

3.6 Provide educational material regarding the importance of historic sites that 
offers a sense of local history and encourages private owners to protect their 
cultural resources and encourage protection of old buildings. 

3.7 Create interpretive materials and maps about the historic resources available 
along the Byway such as old barns or mill sites. 

3.8 Encourage and promote social activities and gatherings, such as the annual 
Solstice Concert at the gazebo in Waterbury Center in the winter or the Stowe 
Street Arts Festival in the summer, and other local events that strengthen local 
traditions. 

3.9 Support local efforts to bring visitors into their community, especially those 
designed to highlight their culture.  This may also include regular farmers 
markets, craft fairs or other activities that could strengthen local pride and the 
local economy.  

3.10 Work with local, regional, and state tourism promotional groups such as the 
Waterbury Tourism Council or the Vermont Department of Tourism and 
Marketing to promote and protect local cultural resources.  
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3.11 Promote development consistent with the distinctive community character and 
identity of the byway corridor and encourage the inclusion of historic 
preservation in planning efforts.  

4. Natural Resources 
Goal 

Protect and preserve important natural features and sensitive environmental areas 
found within the Byway Corridor. 

Strategies 
4.1 Enhance public awareness of, support education about and develop an 

appreciation for the environmental resources of the byway corridor.  
4.2 Produce educational materials for byway users on how they can help protect 

habitats while still enjoying the many intrinsic resources available. 
4.3 Include educational preservation elements in bike, kayak, canoe, hiking, walking 

or automobile tours, or other recreation activities. 

4.4 Establish conservation priorities in those places that are recognized for their 
environmental features and overlap with other scenic conservation or historic 
preservation goals.  

4.5 Focus protection efforts on protecting water quality, wildlife corridors, and 
other significant natural resources and develop a list of priority conservation 
projects. 

4.6 Inform public of major wildlife crossings and work to protect and improve these 
areas by exploring options including animal-sized culverts and overpasses. 

4.7 Identify important wildlife habitat and create management plans by working 
with landowners to educate them about managing lands for wildlife, effectively 
minimizing human disturbance, especially along the roadway. 

4.8 Work with byway communities to develop, adopt, expand and enforce 
ordinances, guidelines and incentives that protect and enhance identified 
environmental resources. 

4.9 Provide information on environmental protection and community design to 
property owners (guidelines, available programs, tax incentives, etc.), and 
provide further incentives for private preservation efforts.  

4.10 Support local, regional, state, and private organizations’ acquisition of land or 
conservation easements. 
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5. Economic Development and Tourism 
Goal 

Use new techniques and technologies as well as traditional methods to expand public 
knowledge of the Byway Corridor’s intrinsic resources while providing economic 
opportunities for local and area residents and businesses. 

Strategies 
5.1 Increase travel agent, tour operator, and consumer awareness of the byway. 
5.2 Explore the means for promoting local awareness and appreciation of the 

byway. 
5.3 Provide central locations for information distribution and local advertisement 

opportunities. 

5.4 Create and maintain a Green Mountain Byway website that links to points of 
recreational, cultural, natural and historic interest along the route.  Links should 
include local and state parks, as well as private sector services and attractions 
like restaurants and hotels. 

5.5 Participate in various tourism trade shows, promoting the byway to tour 
operators, AAA counselors, travel agents and consumers. 

5.6 Conduct familiarization tours for both the tourism trade as well as the media. 
5.7 Advertise in select publications such as Vermont Life. 
5.8 Participate fully in all marketing opportunities provided with byway 

designation, to include brochures, web sites, maps, and other media. 
5.9 Coordinate with “sister” state byways such as the Mad River Byway. 
5.10 Develop a logo and brand for the Green Mountain Byway. 

5.11 Generate press releases through the Byway Committee and distribute to local 
and national media. 

5.12 Develop itineraries and package opportunities to encourage tour groups to use 
the recreation, services, and activities along the corridor, creating a destination 
and retaining the consumer for a longer period of time. 

5.13 Promote heritage tourism-related businesses along the byway. 

5.14 Develop a Sign Master Plan and Wayfinding System for all signs related to the 
byway and its resources.  Consider both informational kiosks. 

5.15 Create Byway Gateways with signage and/or other visual elements. 

5.16 Increase the awareness of business owners and their staff to the multitude of 
intrinsic resources within the corridor so that they may better convey 
information to visitors and provide a more fulfilling tourist experience. 

5.17 Develop opportunities for destination travelers as well as “windshield tourists.” 
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5.18 Develop and operate visitor centers to enhance tourist visits and educate the 
traveling public about the various things to see and do in the area by promoting 
local businesses/attractions through publications and other media resources. 

6. Transportation and Safety 
Goals 

Enhance and maintain a safe Byway Corridor for all users through innovative 
techniques, aesthetically designed enhancements, access management and other 
appropriate means that improve safety, calm traffic, and enhance overall mobility. 

Strategies 
6.1 Promote and encourage the use of alternatives to automobiles to include other 

modes of transportation such as public transit and car pools in order to reduce 
automobile traffic on Route 100 while maintaining and increasing visitorship to 
Waterbury and Stowe. 

6.2 Conduct a feasibility study to identify the need for appropriate and well-
designed locations for pull-offs and parking areas. 

6.3 Develop roadside pull-offs at scenic views, historic sites, and villages as places 
for travelers to get out of their cars and enjoy the byway. 

6.4 Utilize special details to distinguish the byway from other more commuter-
oriented routes (e.g. low-contrast guardrails, special bridge details, tourist-
oriented destination signs, environmentally sensitive treatments of 
embankments and drainage ways, preservation of roadside architecture). 

6.5 Address transportation safety concerns utilizing context sensitive approaches to 
enable visitors to enjoy the special places found along the byway in a safe and 
appropriate manner.  

6.6 Improve vehicle, pedestrian and bicycle mobility, activity, and safety within 
villages and along the byway route. 

6.7 Develop and implement sidewalk upgrade and connectivity plans. 
6.8 Widen shoulders along the byway, where appropriate, to accommodate bicycle 

traffic. 

6.9 Implement and promote an integrated/linked transit system that allows 
commuter options as well as access into the region, this system should include 
rail transport. 

6.10 Evaluate current transit systems and identify weaknesses and missing links. 
6.11 Educate users of all ages on transportation options. 
6.12 Establish, define and develop the pedestrian environment in the historic village 

settings that encourage the safe movement of people from place to place. 
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6.13 Identify and implement the appropriate and state approved traffic calming 
techniques and transportation improvements for implementation at locations 
within the villages and along the corridor and per the RSG study 
recommendations.  

6.14 Implement street trees and streetscape improvements, which improve the 
safety and foundation of the road networks in the villages. 

6.15 Define and limit curb cuts for driveways along the byway route and within the 
villages to lessen additional conflict points with exiting and entering traffic.  

6.16 As Vermont continues to grow and develop, balance the State’s need to 
upgrade the highway to meet federal requirements, with the desire to maintain 
the character and quality of the roadway. 

6.17 Work with the Vermont Agency of Transportation to maintain and preserve the 
characteristics of the roadway that make it a desirable place to live near and 
visit, such as: scenic curves and vistas, natural rock formations and vegetative 
buffers, native tree stands and meadows.  

7. Community Collaboration 
Goal 

To sustain the Byway Corridor and its related assets, elements and initiatives over 
time, the Byway Steering Committee should seek to engage interested citizens and 
local organizations in a collaborative manner to publicize, promote and manage the 
Byway. 

Strategies 
7.1 Develop the means by which to support the ongoing organization and activities 

of the Byway Steering Committee, with the participation of representatives 
from all facets of the Byway community. A formal committee with regular 
meetings and responsibilities shall be created to oversee the implementation of 
the Byway program. A protocol and process for maintaining the Committee 
over time should be developed. 

7.2 Use the Regional Planning Commissions and local planning offices to provide 
ongoing support as appropriate and possible. 

7.3 Hold events to celebrate intrinsic values in the Byway Corridor. 

B. Regional and State Support and Coordination 
The Green Mountain Byway Corridor Management Plan was prepared through the 
combined efforts of the Nominating Committee, the Central Vermont Regional Planning 
Commission (CVRPC), and the Lamoille County Planning Commission (LCPC).  The 
committee consists of representatives from the Towns of Waterbury and Stowe, the 
regional planning commissions, Vermont Agency of Transportation as well as local 
residents, business owners, and historians.  The collaboration of the committee has been 
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essential for ensuring that the varied interests of the region are appropriately 
represented.  The next step in the coordination of the Byway will be to formalize the 
Nominating Committee through the auspices of the [CVRPC/LCPC], which will take the 
lead as the base for the official Green Mountain Byway Steering Committee.  The formal 
Byway Steering Committee will be responsible for overseeing the implementation and 
planning of the Byway, from project prioritization to marketing to fundraising.  Finally, 
ongoing communication between the Committee and the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation is essential for the implementation plan to correspond with VTrans 
requirements and to ensure that the participating communities utilize the benefits of 
byway designation to their fullest potential. 

C. Byway Action Plan 
The following Byway Action Plan recommends which organization(s) might be involved in 
the implementation of the goals and strategies previously outlined in this chapter. 
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1.  Scenic Quality and Community Character 
Goal: To preserve the Byway Corridor's scenic 
resources so that valued community 
characteristics and desired visual qualities are 
maintained and enhanced. 

 

■ ■ ■      

1.1 Inventory and map scenic areas, vantage 
points, and view corridors. 

  ■ ■    ■ With consultant 
assistance as necessary 

1.2 Identify and rank priority areas for scenic 
preservation. 

  ■ ■    ■ With consultant 
assistance as necessary 

1.3 Maintain and provide access to scenic views, 
overlooks, and other high aesthetic areas 
throughout the byway corridor. 

 
 ■       

1.4 Work with local communities to develop 
town plan goals, zoning regulations and design 
guidelines that help protect scenic values and 
preserve the valued and built environment and 
working landscape. 

 

■  ■      

1.5 Monitor and review existing ordinance(s) 
(such as Stowe’s Ridgeline/Hillside Ordinance) to 
assess effectiveness and protection of specific 
scenic assets critical to corridor aesthetics. 

 

 ■ ■      
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1.6 Encourage communities to incorporate 
aesthetics into performance measures for 
planning, siting and construction of all new 
development and redevelopment (outside of 
existing Hillside/Ridgeline Ordinances and with a 
focus on sensitive landscapes visible from the 
byway corridor), as well as density criteria to 
guide development density that is consistent 
with the need to protect the scenic resources of 
the area. 

 

 ■ ■      

1.7 Coordinate and work with local land trusts 
such as the Stowe Land Trust to protect and 
preserve scenic resources. 

 
 ■ ■     

 

1.8 Support local, regional, state, and private 
organizations’ acquisition of land or 
conservation easements. 

 
■ ■ ■     

 

1.9 Create stronger awareness among residents 
and visitors of the exceptional scenic resources 
found within the byway corridor through 
interpretation and education. 

 

  ■  ■   

 

1.10 Encourage communities to access funding 
opportunities to implement the scenic quality 
objectives outlined in this plan through options 
such as Municipal Planning Grants or the Trees 
for Local Communities grant offered through 
Vermont's Urban and Community Forestry 
Program. 

 

■ ■ ■     

 

2. Recreation 
Goal: Promote awareness of and protect and 
enhance availability and access to the numerous 
recreational facilities and opportunities within 
the Byway Corridor. 

 

 ■ ■  ■  ■ 

Local recreation groups 
and clubs; private 
recreation oriented 
businesses 

2.1 Coordinate and develop information, signs, 
and other wayfinding elements that direct 
visitors to the various public and private 
recreation activities and destinations within the 
byway. 

 

 ■ ■   ■   
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2.2 Create a byway map and brochure that 
illustrates recreation locations and provides 
important public and private information such 
as phone numbers, addresses and websites. 

 

  ■    ■ With consultant 
assistance as necessary 

2.3 Provide, maintain, and improve parking, 
access, and safety at recreational areas and sites 
within the byway. 

 
 ■ ■   ■   

2.4 Look for opportunities to provide access for 
persons with disabilities in accordance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility 
Guidelines (ADAAG) 

 

  ■   ■   

2.5 Maximize the use of existing transportation 
corridors to provide the most appropriate 
feasible level of service for bicyclists and 
pedestrians. 

 

  ■   ■   

2.6 Work with private landowners to maintain 
and/or acquire public access points to 
recreation lands and waters by helping to 
minimize potential impacts like vandalism, 
personal injury liability and loss of privacy. 

 

 ■ ■    ■ Local land trusts 

2.7 Promote and improve connectivity with 
existing recreational facilities within the byway 
corridor such as the Stowe Recreation Path or 
the Hope Davey playing fields. 

 

 ■ ■      

2.8 Encourage the redevelopment of existing 
recreational facilities and the development of 
facilities that are not currently available in the 
byway corridor. 

 

 ■ ■    ■ Local businesses 

2.9 Provide and maintain trails and open space 
lands that serve to link existing federal, state, and 
municipal open spaces, as well as other trail 
networks, both existing and planned, to 
facilitate a variety of recreation activities. 

 

 ■ ■      

3. Historic and Cultural Resources 

Goal: Plan for the preservation of the built 
environment such as village and downtown 
centers as well as interpretation of community 
values and the unique historic, cultural, and 
archaeological resources of the Byway Corridor. 

 

 ■ ■    ■ Local historical societies 
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3.1 Identify, map, and protect to the greatest 
extent possible important historic, cultural, and 
archaeological features as part of local and 
regional planning processes. 

 

 ■ ■    ■ With consultant 
assistance as necessary 

3.2 Work with the local and/or state Historical 
Commissions & Societies, such as the Stowe 
Historical Society, Waterbury Historical Society, 
or the Vermont Historical Society, along with 
the Division for Historic Preservation, to 
maintain and update the inventory of structures 
and sites of local, state and national historical 
significance. 

 

  ■      

3.3 Contact and meet with local and/or state 
Historical Commissions & Society representatives 
to better understand programs and 
opportunities. 

 

  ■      

3.4 Assist byway communities in obtaining 
historic preservation funds for the inventory, 
ranking, and preservation of locally significant 
buildings. 

 

■ ■ ■    ■ VT Dept of Historic 
Preservation 

3.5 Access funding opportunities to implement 
the preservation strategies outlined in this plan. 

  ■ ■      

3.6 Provide educational material regarding the 
importance of historic sites that offers a sense of 
local history and encourages private owners to 
protect their cultural resources and encourage 
protection of old buildings. 

 

  ■    ■ Local historical societies 

3.7 Create interpretive materials and maps 
about the historic resources available along the 
Byway such as old barns or mill sites. 

 
  ■    ■ With consultant 

assistance as necessary 

3.8 Encourage and promote social activities and 
gatherings, such as the annual Solstice Concert 
at the gazebo in Waterbury Center in the winter 
or the Stowe Street Arts Festival in the summer, 
and other local events that strengthen local 
traditions. 

 

  ■  ■    
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3.9 Support local efforts to bring visitors into 
their community, especially those designed to 
highlight their culture.  This may also include 
regular farmers markets, craft fairs or other 
activities that could strengthen local pride and 
the local economy. 

 

■ ■ ■      

3.10 Work with local, regional, and state 
tourism promotional groups such as the 
Waterbury Tourism Council or the Vermont 
Department of Tourism and Marketing to 
promote and protect local cultural resources. 

 

  ■      

3.11 Promote development consistent with the 
distinctive community character and identity of 
the byway corridor and encourage the inclusion 
of historic preservation in planning efforts. 

 

■ ■ ■      

4. Natural Resources 

Goal: Protect and preserve important natural 
features and sensitive environmental areas 
found within the Byway Corridor 

 
■ ■ ■ ■     

4.1 Enhance public awareness of, support 
education about and develop an appreciation 
for the environmental resources of the byway 
corridor. 

 

 ■ ■ ■     

4.2 Produce educational materials for byway 
users on how they can help protect habitats 
while still enjoying the many intrinsic resources 
available. 

 

  ■    ■ With consultant 
assistance as necessary 

4.3 Include educational preservation elements in 
bike, kayak, canoe, hiking, walking or automobile 
tours, or other recreation activities 

 
  ■  ■  ■ Local recreation 

businesses 

4.4 Establish conservation priorities in those 
places that are recognized for their 
environmental features and overlap with other 
scenic conservation or historic preservation 
goals. 

 

■ ■ ■ ■     

4.5 Focus protection efforts on protecting water 
quality, wildlife corridors, and other significant 
natural resources and develop a list of priority 
conservation projects. 

 

 ■ ■    ■ With consultant 
assistance as necessary 
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4.6 Inform public of major wildlife crossings and 
work to protect and improve these areas by 
exploring options including animal-sized 
culverts and overpasses. 

 

  ■ ■     

4.7 Identify important wildlife habitat and 
create management plans by working with 
landowners to educate them about managing 
lands for wildlife, effectively minimizing human 
disturbance, especially along the roadway. 

 

 ■ ■ ■   ■ With consultant 
assistance as necessary 

4.8 Work with byway communities to develop, 
adopt, expand and enforce ordinances, 
guidelines and incentives that protect and 
enhance identified environmental resources. 

 

  ■ ■     

4.9 Provide information on environmental 
protection and community design to property 
owners (guidelines, available programs, tax 
incentives, etc.), and provide further incentives 
for private preservation efforts.h 

 

 ■ ■ ■     

4.10 Support local, regional, state, and private 
organizations’ acquisition of land or 
conservation easements. 

 
■ ■ ■ ■    

 

5. Economic Development & Tourism 
Goal: Use new techniques and technologies as 
well as traditional methods to expand public 
knowledge of the Byway Corridor’s intrinsic 
resources while providing economic 
opportunities for local and area residents and 
businesses. 

 

 ■ ■    ■ 
Local and regional 
economic development 
organizations 

5.1 Increase travel agent, tour operator, and 
consumer awareness of the byway. 

   ■  ■  ■ Local businesses 

5.2 Explore the means for promoting local 
awareness and appreciation of the byway. 

   ■      

5.3 Provide central locations for information 
distribution and local advertisement 
opportunities. 

 
  ■  ■  ■ Local businesses 
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5.4 Create and maintain a Green Mountain 
Byway website that links to points of 
recreational, cultural, natural and historic 
interest along the route.  Links should include 
local and state parks, as well as private sector 
services and attractions like restaurants and 
hotels. 

 

  ■  ■  ■ With consultant 
assistance as necessary 

5.5 Participate in various tourism trade shows, 
promoting the byway to tour operators, AAA 
counselors, travel agents and consumers. 

 
  ■      

5.6 Conduct familiarization tours for both the 
tourism trade as well as the media. 

   ■      

5.7 Advertise in select publications such as 
Vermont Life. 

   ■      

5.8 Participate fully in all marketing 
opportunities provided with byway designation, 
to include brochures, web sites, maps, and other 
media. 

 

  ■      

5.9 Coordinate with “sister” state byways such as 
the Mad River Byway. 

   ■      

5.10 Develop a logo and brand for the Green 
Mountain Vermont Byway. 

   ■    ■ With consultant 
assistance as necessary 

5.11 Generate press releases through the Byway 
Committee and distribute to local and national 
media. 

 
 ■ ■  ■    

5.12 Develop itineraries and package 
opportunities to encourage tour groups to use 
the recreation, services, and activities along the 
corridor, creating a destination and retaining the 
consumer for a longer period of time. 

 

  ■      

5.13 Promote heritage tourism-related 
businesses along the byway. 

 
■ ■ ■      

5.14 Develop a Sign Master Plan and Wayfinding 
System for all signs related to the byway and its 
resources.  Consider both informational kiosks. 

 
  ■    ■ With consultant 

assistance as necessary 

5.15 Create Byway Gateways with signage 
and/or other visual elements. 

  ■ ■    ■ With consultant 
assistance as necessary 
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5.16 Increase the awareness of business owners 
and their staff to the multitude of intrinsic 
resources within the corridor so that they may 
better convey information to visitors and 
provide a more fulfilling tourist experience. 

 

  ■      

5.17 Develop opportunities for destination 
travelers as well as “windshield tourists”. 

  ■ ■      

5.18 Develop and operate visitor centers to 
enhance tourist visits and educate the traveling 
public about the various things to see and do in 
the area by promoting local 
businesses/attractions through publications and 
other media resources. 

 

  ■  ■    

6. Transportation and Safety 
Goal: Enhance and maintain a safe Byway 
Corridor for all users through innovative 
techniques, aesthetically designed 
enhancements, access management and other 
appropriate means that improve safety, calm 
traffic, and enhance overall mobility 

 

■ ■ ■   ■  

 

6.1 Promote and encourage the use of 
alternatives to automobiles to include other 
modes of transportation such as public transit 
and car pools in order to reduce automobile 
traffic on Route 100 North while maintaining 
and increasing visitorship to Waterbury and 
Stowe. 

 

■ ■ ■   ■   

6.2 Conduct a feasibility study to identify the 
need for appropriate and well-designed 
locations for pull-offs and parking areas. 

 
  ■    ■ With consultant 

assistance as necessary 

6.3 Develop roadside pull-offs at scenic views, 
historic sites, and villages as places for travelers 
to get out of their cars and enjoy the byway. 

 
 ■ ■   ■   
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6.4 Utilize special details to distinguish the 
byway from other more commuter-oriented 
routes (e.g. low-contrast guardrails, special 
bridge details, tourist-oriented destination signs, 
environmentally sensitive treatments of 
embankments and drainage ways, preservation 
of roadside architecture. 

 

 ■    ■   

6.5 Address transportation safety concerns 
utilizing context sensitive approaches to enable 
visitors to enjoy the special places found along 
the byway in a safe and appropriate manner. 

 

■ ■ ■   ■   

6.6 Improve vehicle, pedestrian and bicycle 
mobility, activity, and safety within villages and 
along the byway route. 

 
 ■    ■   

6.7 Develop and implement sidewalk upgrade 
and connectivity plans. 

  ■       

6.8 Widen shoulders along the byway, where 
appropriate, to accommodate bicycle traffic. 

  ■    ■   

6.9 Implement and promote an 
integrated/linked transit system that allows 
commuter options as well as access into the 
region, this system should include rail transport. 

 

■ ■ ■   ■   

6.10 Evaluate current transit systems and 
identify weaknesses and missing links. 

   ■      

6.11 Educate users of all ages on transportation 
options. 

  ■ ■      

6.12 Establish, define and develop the 
pedestrian environment in the historic village 
settings that encourage the safe movement of 
people from place to place. 

 

 ■ ■     

 

6.13 Identify and implement the appropriate 
and state approved traffic calming techniques 
and transportation improvements for 
implementation at locations within the villages 
and along the corridor and per the RSG study 
recommendations. 

 

 ■      

 

6.14 Implement street trees and streetscape 
improvements, which improve the safety and 
foundation of the road networks in the villages. 

 
 ■      
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6.15 Define and limit curb cuts for driveways 
along the byway router and within the villages to 
lessen additional conflict points with exiting and 
entering traffic. 

 

 ■      

 

6.16 As Vermont continues to grow and 
develop, balance the State’s need to upgrade the 
highway to meet federal requirements, with the 
desire to maintain the character and quality of 
the roadway. 

 

■ ■ ■   ■  

 

6.17 Work with the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation to maintain and preserve the 
characteristics of the roadway that make it a 
desirable place to live near and visit, such as: 
scenic curves and vistas, natural rock formations 
and vegetative buffers, native tree stands and 
meadows. 

 

■ ■ ■   ■  

 

7. Community Collaboration 
Goal: To sustain the Byway Corridor and its 
related assets, elements and initiatives over time, 
the Byway Steering Committee should seek to 
engage interested citizens and local 
organizations in a collaborative manner to 
publicize, promote and manage the Byway. 

 

■ ■ ■  ■   

 

7.1 Develop the means by which to support the 
ongoing organization and activities of the Byway 
Steering Committee, with the participation of 
representatives from all facets of the Byway 
community. A formal committee with regular 
meetings and responsibilities shall be created to 
oversee the implementation of the Byway 
program. A protocol and process for 
maintaining the Committee over time should be 
developed. 

 

  ■     

 

7.2 Use the Regional Planning Commissions and 
local planning offices to provide ongoing 
support as appropriate and possible. 

 
■ ■ ■     
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5. BYWAY PROJECTS 
Three areas of focus have been identified for consideration as future projects for 
implementation as part of the Green Mountain Byway. These three areas of interest 
include: 1) the establishment of several roadside pull-off areas for byway information 
and/or scenic views, as well as a possible set of gateways for Waterbury Center; 2) the 
development of wayfinding, information, and identification elements; and 3) scenery and 
open space preservation initiatives. This section outlines and presents a sampling of these 
projects and their components. 

A.  Roadside Pull-offs/Turn-outs  
As part of the initial inventory work for the project and the scenic assessment, several 
areas along the byway corridor were identified as potential roadside pull-off locations. 
The scenic assessment map in Appendix G highlights a few of these potential locations. 
The Nominating Committee identified additional possible sites during separate site 
visits. The feasibility of these locations will need to be explored further, such as access, 
safety, and quality of views. It is important to note that any affected landowners will also 
need to be involved for further coordination and support. It is possible that more pull-
off areas could emerge with further location options brought forth by landowners or the 
local communities.  
WATERBURY CENTER SITES 
Two locations have been explored for potential informational pull-offs that would both 
have the potential for short trail sections to an overlook above the Waterbury Center 
State Park as well as an actual connection to the park itself. These sites are on the west 
side of the highway south of the Howard Avenue intersection. Both sites would require 
the involvement of the contiguous properties. Two landowners have been involved 
initially in exploring theses sites, and any roadside improvements would need to be 
planned in concert with the landowners future development plans for the properties. 
One site, at the location of the Waterbury Playhouse and the Ziemke Glass Blowing 
Studio, could take advantage of an existing curb cut and provide an off road parking area 
that might complement the existing uses present. As stated, the potential for a short trail 
to an overlook above the reservoir as well as a link to the state park property offers a 
unique amenity that would reinforce the attraction and utility of the pull-off locations. 
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FIGURE 2. AERIAL VIEW OF PULL-OFF OPTIONS IN WATERBURY 
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A third site was explored that offered the potential for both a pull-off and a spectacular 
scenic vantage point, but at this time the involved landowner is not supportive of the 
project. 
Resource Systems Group conducted a preliminary traffic safety analysis of the two 
identified Waterbury Center sites and that analysis is provided as follows: 

“In September 2008, members of the consultant team and Waterbury planning staff met 
with property owners near Waterbury Center to investigate possible sites for scenic 
pull-offs. This section describes one potential location (south of Waterbury Center) that 
emerged from this visit and the transportation-related actions that would need to take 
place before it could be proposed as a potential pull-off. 

– A proposal has been made to develop a pull-off/visitors center/bicycle rest area on 
the bluff overlooking the reservoir south of Waterbury Center on the west side of 
VT 100, as shown in Figure 22 (pg. 42). The curb cut serving this pull-off would 
necessitate a thorough investigation of sight distance to determine if there are any 
deficiencies and if so, how they could be addressed.  

– An alternative to a curb cut at the proposed visitors center site would be to share the 
access for the Playhouse and the Glass Blowing Studio. A pedestrian trail could then 
provide access to the visitors center, and there appears to be plenty of parking 
capacity by the Playhouse.  

– This segment of VT 100 transitions from Access Management Category 6 (Urban 
Arterials) in Waterbury Center to Category 3 (Principal Arterial). The access 
management requirements for Category 3 are more stringent than Category 6. For 
example, Category 3 designs may require turn-lanes and/or islands. Further study 
would be needed to determine the requirements for the proposed use. 

– Traffic speeds are an issue for the entire VT 100 corridor. Establishing a gateway to 
Waterbury Center just south of this location would not only improve safety at this 
site, but also reduce speeds through Waterbury Center.” 

C D 



 

5.  BYWAY PROJECTS [Draft v.1 for Review 10/30/08]                   - 62 - 

STOWE SITES 
One site has been identified in Stowe as a possible location for a Byway pull-off. The 
location is just south of the intersection of Route 100 and Randolph Road. This site is 
currently an existing traffic pull-off that has already been established within the state 
highway right of way. It has sweeping views to the west that include extensive open lands 
and the backdrop of the Green Mountains. Improvements to this site will be necessary to 
formalize it and develop it as a Byway amenity, but the basic configuration is in place and 
thus the enhancement of this site would not be a costly proposition.  

FIGURE 3. AERIAL VIEW OF PULL-OFF OPTION IN STOWE 
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Other locations in Stowe may also be considered, if landowners are willing, and one site 
to consider might be at the Green Mountain Club headquarters.  A collaborative 
arrangement could be developed with the Club for a presence on their property, which 
might include an informational kiosk or a Byway interpretive sign.  Another possible site 
is the turnoff area on Moscow Road just west of the intersection with Route 100. This site 
would need to be explored further to ascertain its feasibility.  

B.  Initial Conceptual Designs for Pull-Off Areas 
The following sketches provide some initial concepts for how the Waterbury sites could 
possibly be developed for byway pull-offs as well as general guidelines for pull-off 
design in general. The publication entitled Scenic Byways, A Design Guide for Roadside 
Improvements published by the United States Forest Service highlights the value of 
roadside parking areas: 

“Providing adequate parking allows visitors to stop and enjoy your byway 
opportunities.  
...amenities may be provided such as restrooms, bike racks (and) appropriate 
information should be provided on signs such as bulletin boards, kiosks, or 
trailhead information panels. It is ideal to locate information in one area rather 
than scattered around the site. It is an opportunity to apply the byway’s design 
theme.” (p.69) 

Included in these sketches is one entitled the “Basic Ingredients of a Pull-Off” 
highlighting some of the key elements to be considered when designing a parking area 
off of Route 100 as part of the implementation of the Green Mountain Byway.  
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FIGURE 4. BASIC INGREDIENTS OF A PULL-OFF 
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FIGURE 5. WATERBURY PULL-OFF OPTION 1: CONCEPTUAL PLAN 

 
Key: 
A. Parking for 4-5 Cars   B. Minimum 10’-15’ landscaped island 
C. Gravel area with kiosk   D. Trail to bluff overlook 
E. Trail to State Park   F. Sign for pull-off 
G. Sufficient, safe sight distances 
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FIGURE 6. WATERUBYR PULL-OFF OPTION 2: CONCEPTUAL PLAN 

 
Key: 
A. Parking for 4-5 Cars   B. Kiosk to include info for theater 
C. Location for outdoor sculpture  D. Informal landscaping 
E. Trail to overlook and State Park  F. Sign for pull-off 
G. Approximate location of theater 
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C.  Gateways for Waterbury Center 
As part of the overall analysis for the Green Mountain Byway proposal, traffic safety 
conditions were considered as an integral part of establishing the viability of the byway 
and its use by visitors who would be attracted to it. One important concern that has 
emerged and been voiced by participants is the state of highway traffic and overall 
traffic safety for a major state highway that serves multiple users, including commuters, 
commercial vehicles and bicyclists. Vehicular speed and roadway safety remains a key 
consideration with regard to the Byway, and to that end, traffic calming and highway 
engineering initiatives have been discussed, with the idea of gateways and intersection 
improvements being forwarded as part of this discussion. 
One location that emerged as an area to address with a possible gateway plan was the 
area of Route 100 in the vicinity of the intersection with Howard Avenue. Consultant 
team member Resource Systems Group provided some initial considerations with regard 
to this intersection:  
An intersection study should be conducted for Howard Avenue to address safety 
deficiencies, particularly inadequate sight distances. A turn-lane warrant analysis (for 
northbound and southbound traffic turning into Howard Avenue) might be useful as part 
of this intersection study. 

The property owner on the southeast corner of VT 100 and Howard Avenue plans to 
move the house from the site and remove the embankment in the front yard, which 
severely hinders corner sight distance when looking to the south from Howard Avenue. If 
necessary, the owner is willing to consider removing part of the rock ledge south of the 
embankment to further improve the sight distance. 
Resource Systems Group has also stated that “Traffic speeds are an issue for the entire 
VT 100 corridor. Establishing a gateway to Waterbury Center just south of this location 
would not only improve safety at this site, but also reduce speeds through Waterbury 
Center.” Gateways can include signing, landscaping and diverter islands designed to 
identify the entry to a village section of the highway that is more densely settled and 
which requires slower traffic speeds. 

D.  Wayfinding, Information and Identification Elements 
Byway Identity and Trailblazer Signs are essential elements that demarcate the byway 
geographically and visually. The trailblazer signs define the entire byway route, 
informing travelers that they are on the byway. These signs are permitted on Vermont 
state highways in accordance with the Agency of Transportation’s guidelines for their 
placement.  Each of the Vermont Byways has established a graphic image or logo to 
identify the byway and are designed for use on signs and with printed materials. The 
Byway Nominating Committee for this proposed byway have named the byway “The 
Green Mountain Byway”.  An example of a possible graphic identity for this route has 
been developed to reflect and highlight the landscape icons associated with the corridor. 
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Some examples of Byway graphic identities in place in Vermont are shown as part of the 
trailblazer signs. 

FIGURE 7. LOGO AND IDENTITY CONCEPTS FOR GREEN MOUNTAIN BYWAY 

FIGURE 8. EXAMPLES OF ROADSIDE TRAILBLAZERS FOR OTHER VERMONT BYWAYS 

Informational Kiosks and Interpretive Information are also typically provided as part of 
the overall Byway development to provide guidance to the byway traveler. Kiosks 
typically include maps of the byway and listings of places to visit. The kiosks can also be 
developed as part of the public private partnership and feature information on where to 
eat and stay. Interpretive signs are located at accessible sites and are intended to 
highlight and interpret some of the key intrinsic resources of the corridor.  
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FIGURE 9. EXAMPLES OF KIOSKS 

FIGURE 10. EXAMPLES OF INTERPRETIVE SIGNS 

Some byways develop comprehensive wayfinding systems to guide byway visitors to 
their destinations along the corridor. These types of signs lead visitors to recreation areas, 
trailheads, museums and other public, non-profit facilities. Wayfinding signs may be a 
future consideration for the Green Mountain Byway in order to identify these resources 
and to encourage the byway traveler to visit them. 

E.  Scenery Preservation and Open Space Along the Byway 
There were four primary themes identified for the proposed byway. Scenic preservation 
emerged as the most important theme for the Byway.  The scenic assessment has 
identified those segments of the highway corridor that have the highest scenic values 
(see Appendix G. Scenic Conservation map). This assessment, can, in part, guide scenic 
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conservation efforts going forward by providing the base line inventory of highly scenic 
areas as a starting point for future conservation efforts. These activities will include 
exploring the means by which to preserve the most critical scenic landscapes and vantage 
points which are adjacent to the highway.  
Both towns have identified the importance of open space to their town’s visual character 
and highlighted the role that Route 100 serves in providing visual and physical access to 
important open spaces and scenic landscapes. . For example, on pages 44 and 45 of the 
Stowe Town Plan, the importance of the gateways are emphasized:  

The first image of Stowe that is formed by travelers entering the town on major 
transportation corridors is shaped by the three gateways, or prominent entrances 
into town.  From the south, the area around the intersection of Route 100 and 
Moscow Road – where views across open fields west to Mount Mansfield first 
open up – serves as the first and most critical gateway.  This area is further 
enhanced by the open fields, meandering river and views of distant ridgelines 
that may be found north to the Lower Village. 

Stowe, through Stowe Land Trust, Vermont Land Trust, Conservation Commission and 
The Nature Conservancy, has preserved over 4,000 acres of the town’s landscapes. Some 
of those have included important open spaces along Route 100 such as the Nichols Field 
area to the north of Moscow Road. The proposed byway will provide an opportunity to 
focus some of the future efforts to the remaining open and scenic lands along the 
highway. 
Waterbury has also articulated the importance of views along Route 100 in their 
municipal plan:  

 From hills to the west and east of Route 100, the mountains, the Winooski River 
 Valley, and the Waterbury Reservoir create a magnificent view.  Travelers along 
 Route 100 can see broad expanses of mountains and rolling hills and the snowy 
 peak of Mount Mansfield in Stowe. (.p 6.10 -6.11) 

Several scenic views, including distant mountain peaks and broad expanses of 
open space, can be experienced while traveling along Route 100.  For many 
visitors, it is their only experience of Waterbury.  Development within the 
corridor has the potential to detrimentally alter the visual and rural character of 
community; it also has the potential to improve upon it.  (p.11.6) 

Both plans contain action/task items specific to Route 100, which reinforce the 
importance of this proposed Byway theme. The Waterbury Municipal Plan, on p 6.13 
states: 

 Minimize the adverse impacts that development within the Route 100 Corridor 
 may have on natural, scenic, and historic features.  Encourage the conservation 
 of open space and scenic resources along the corridor. 
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The Stowe Town Plan includes this task: 
 Consider revisions to the zoning regulations that would preserve the scenic rural 
 qualities of the Route 100 corridors as gateways to the Town. (p.105) 
In addition, both Waterbury and Stowe Zoning Ordinances contain provisions for 
conservation of open space through cluster development and the protection of scenic 
ridgelines and hillsides, and these regulations provide a framework for maintaining scenic 
qualities and landscapes that are appreciated from the vantage point of Route 100. It is 
important to note that the Byway designation is not intended to have any regulatory 
import, nor is intended to constrain the development activities of individual landowners.   
The Byway Designation does provide, however, an additional impetus for maintaining 
scenic qualities, and there are a number of ways that the Byway Steering Committee can 
work to address scenery preservation, several of which are outlined: 

– Using the scenic assessment conduct further study as to the status of the high value, 
undeveloped, landscapes along the Byway route. Develop priorities for conservation 
efforts based on: A) the importance and sensitivity of the land in relation to scenic 
qualities and scenic views present; B) land ownership status and C) contiguity to 
other conserved and public lands. 

– Identify possible strategies for funding and implementing conservation efforts, 
including Byway grants and partnerships with the town conservation commissions.  

– Consider options and methods for obtaining conservation easements as an alternative 
to outright purchase. 

– Promote, through workshops and informational media site planning techniques that 
balance conservation with development in order to protect scenic landscapes and 
scenic views. 

– Identify scenic enhancement methods and opportunities through local regulations, 
guidelines, or other voluntary measures (i.e. design review, overlays, homeowners’ 
guides, etc.) 

For further information about Byways and Scenic Conservation, the Committee should 
review the publication Conserving Our Treasured Places: Managing Visual Quality on 
Scenic Byways, prepared by Scenic America, which provides guidance, funding sources, 
and examples for undertaking scenery conservation initiatives. 

Several illustrative examples of basic land planning strategies that provide for both 
development and scenic conservation by maintaining open spaces are shown in the 
following Scenic View Protection and Planning sketches. 
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FIGURE 11. SITE PLANNING FOR SCENIC VIEW PROTECTION AND OPEN SPACE CONSERVATION 

 
Key: 
A. Hedgerow/ Landscape buffers screen homes C. Maintain bulk of view 
B.  Clustered house lots sited to take advantage  
of screening properties of existing woods while  
having views as well. 
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FIGURE 12. MAINTAINING SCENIC VIEWS AND OPEN SPACE THROUGH CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT 

 
Key: 
A. Development within treeline but with “view windows” C. Maintain bulk of view 
B.  New landscape screening D. Site new development to take advantage of 
screening properties of existing trees 
 

FIGURE 13. MAINTAINING OPEN LANDS WITH THOUGHTFUL DEVELOPMENT ALONG ROUTE 
100 ROADSIDE 
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