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A Building has Become a Home 

On April 13th, 

Havenwood of Maple 

Grove opened its 

doors to our first 

residents.  By the end 

of our first week, nine 

residents had moved 

in. It has been a fun 

and beautiful 

experience to see our building become a home. Residents are forming friendships 

and getting to know one another. Havenwood of Maple Grove is coming to life!  On 

April 16th, our executive director, Joella, gave a toast to our new building, complete 

with delicious hors d’oeuvres prepared by Jermaine, Culinary Director. We look 

forward to continuing to get to know our trailblazer residents and all future residents 

who will call Havenwood of Maple Grove “Home.” 



 

 This Month’s Birthdays: 
 

May 2nd—Rick A.  
 

May 29th—Jerry O. 



“Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.” 
 

– Jesus –  
 

What Do Chaplains Do? 

I’m guessing by now you’ve probably heard that our facility provides 
chaplain support. Great! But wait, what is a chaplain and what do they do? Maybe 
you’ve heard of chaplains, but nobody ever explained what they do. Now’s a good 
time to change this.  

Before I explain what chaplains do, I think it’s helpful to explain what we 
don’t do. First-off, we’re not the Grim Reaper. While we do care for those 
approaching death, it’s actually a rather small part of our role here at Walker 
Methodist. Please, please, don’t assume the worst if we come knocking at your 
door. We don’t want you to be afraid of us.  

Second, chaplains aren’t just for Christians. We’re here to care for everyone 
no matter their spiritual beliefs or lack of spiritual beliefs. A good chaplain 
recognizes a shared humanity in all that requires love and  care despite spiritual 
orientation. 
 

Spring shows what God can do with a drab and dirty world.” -Virgil A. Kraft 

Spring has sprung and new beginnings have started at Havenwood of 
Maple Grove! It’s been such a joy watching new friendships develop as 
residents get settled in.   

A few updates regarding our community. Landscaping is scheduled to 
begin sometime in May. This includes planting trees, sod, and seeding 
as well as installation of the pond fence. Exterior painting is also sched-
uled for May and will be completed as weather permits. The parking lot 
is scheduled for repairs and paving at the beginning of May. We will let 
you know as soon as this is scheduled as we’ll need to keep the parking 

lot clear of vehicles while the work is being completed.  Thank you for your patience 
and understanding as the construction crews complete the remainder of projects for 
our community.  

A few reminders regarding COVID protocols: 

Eyewear and masks are required for all visitors at Havenwood of Maple Grove. Family 
and friends visiting will be asked to use sanitized eyewear located at the concierge 
desk or are welcome to bring in their own face shields or goggles to use while in the 
common areas. Face masks are required for all residents and employees while in the 
common areas of Havenwood of Maple Grove. Fully vaccinated guests are welcome to 
join you for a meal in the dining room, but please limit your guests to four people or 
less. If you would like to have a larger group dine with you, you are able to reserve 
the private dining room. Please continue to follow our COVID guidelines so we can try 
to keep all our residents and employees healthy. Havenwood of Maple Grove follows 
the guidance of the Minnesota Department of Health. These guidelines are subject to 
change as they are often updated by the CDC and MDH with little notice. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 763.363.8641. 

Sincerely, 

Joella Brown 

Executive Director   



There are many ways to get involved at Havenwood of Maple Grove, including: 
Card Clubs:  do you love to play cards?  Does it sound fun to play bridge, 500, 
hand and foot, or another card game with fellow residents?  Let your Life 
Enrichment Director know if you have an interest in connecting with other card 
players and/or facilitating card games. 
 

Bingo:  We are looking for bingo volunteers to assist in calling bingo and handing 
out prizes. If you or one of your family members would be interested in helping out 
with this, please let Rachel know.   
 

Book Donations and Library Committee:  Our library at Havenwood is taking 
hard cover book donations to fill our library shelves. If you have books you are no 
longer reading, consider donating them to the library! We are also looking for a 
group of individuals interested in keeping the library organized. 
 

Movie and Outing Selections: Feel free to let us know if there is a movie you’d 
like shown in our community room or an specific outing (restaurants, store, theater, 
etc) you’d like to see on the calendar.  
 

Game Facilitator:  Resident or family volunteers who would like to facilitate board 
or dice games are welcomed!  
 

Resident Presenters:  Each resident has a unique story or history we’d love to 
hear about!  Have you taken a really special trip?  Are you an expert in a certain 
area? Passionate about a certain part of history? Are you an active musician? 
Consider leading an activity!  It’s great to learn from and hear about our residents! 
 

Knitting, Croqueting, Quilting groups:  If you love to do either of these things, 
consider do them together!  Let your Life Enrichment director if you are interested in 
being part of a hobby group such as this. Spend time doing handi-work while 
sharing stories with new friends! 
 

It has been wonderful to get to know all of our residents who have moved in during 
the month of April, and I look forward to getting to know each of our future residents.  
I love watching friendships form, and it has been fun to discover connections between 
residents and staff. For example, we’ve learned that certain staff member’s children 
go to school with resident’s grandchildren, that certain staff’s family members work 
with resident’s family members, and residents have discovered friends they have in 
common outside of Havenwood. 

Please let me know if there is anything I can do to help you build connections here at 
Havenwood. I’m happy to assist you with information about our activities, help you 
meet other residents, find a common group to be a part of (cards, knitting, etc), or 
anything else that may help you take part in the Havenwood community. 

—Rachel Boucher, Life Enrichment Director. 

So what do chaplains do then? Well, the vast majority of our time is spent 
tending to the emotional and spiritual needs of those we serve. We make sure you 
have the spiritual resources necessary for well-being. To this end we provide things 
like chapel services, small group gatherings and one-on-one support. In the hard 
moments of life, whether from finances, relationships, health, etc., we want to make 
sure you feel seen, supported, valued and loved. 

As you move forward in this season of life, please know we care about you 
and are here to support you. You can request our services at any time. 
 

 With love, Chaplain Adam  



 

Each month, a Havenwood of Maple Grove resident will be featured in the newsletter. 
This will be a helpful tool for getting to know your neighbors!  This month we feature 
Jerry Otten. 

Where did you grow up: On a farm in Pease, MN (near Milaca) 
with 5 sisters and 1 brother 

Birthdate: 5/29/1932 

Nationality: 3/4 Dutch, 1/4 German 

Faith: Lutheran 

Education: Majored in Education at University of Minnesota.  

Past career:  Ran a recruiting business called SearchTek. Helped many, many people 
find jobs. After Jerry retired, he drove school bus for Providence as he wanted a part-
time job.  His grandson was a student there and helped him get the job! 

Spouse’s name and how did you meet: Elaine; met when she was interviewing 
for the receptionist position at his company.  Jerry had told himself he’d never date 
someone who worked for him but after meeting Elaine he had to retract that 
statement! They were married on July 11th, 1959 and were married just three days 
short of 60 years. She was the person who influenced Jerry’s life the most: “She was 
a great wife and we made a lot of decisions together...She always stayed with me.” 

Children and grandchildren: Jerry has three children (Lynn, David, and Greg), 11 
grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchildren (with 2 more on the way!). 

Pets: Had a poodle for about 10 years 

What are you most proud of in your life: “Having 8 very close friends that still get 
together.” Jerry got to know these friends while he was President of the Jaycees. He 
and his friends take a trip up north every fall. 

What is your favorite thing about Havenwood of Maple Grove: “After losing 
my wife and being isolated with Covid, I’m looking at living here as a new beginning, 
not the beginning of the end.” Jerry also stated that he appreciates the staff 
“everyone is so welcoming and knowledgeable.” 

Favorites: 

-Meal=tenderloin steak, most seafood, pasta 

-Music=older country and gospel 

-TV Show=Mary Tyler Moore, Carol Burnett, Harvey Korman 

-Sport=Baseball (Jerry played in high school), golf 

-Restaurants=Maynard’s, River Inn, Big Bore 

-Age you’ve been=“My 30s” 

Dream For future/bucket List items:  Travel; going to see granddaughter’s baby 
that is due soon in Pennsylvania  

 



Welcome to the Havenwood of Maple Grove Fitness Center! I am looking forward to 
getting to know you all a bit better, and help you reach your health and fitness goals. 
Here is what you can expect from the classes, information on the HUR equipment, and 

our schedule. I have a variety of classes coming up for May as well! 

Cardio Drumming: This is a fun one! An unBEATable workout! We use exercise 
balls that are stabilized with a bin and use it as our drum. Move your body to the 
music that you know! This will be either from seated or standing, whichever you 
prefer.  

Stretch and Balance: This low-intensity class uses a variety of seated and standing positions. We 
will include a warm-up and transition into balance training exercises. This is great for someone who 
would like to improve their balance in a safe and controlled environment. We end the class with a 
series of stretches to keep our bodies flexible. 

Strength and Motion: This class involves some standing, balancing, and seated strength exercises. 
We will rotate through a variety of exercise equipment to gain strength and flexibility.  Great for any 
ability level. 

HUR Machines: “HUR is a highly specialized strength training solution 
specifically designed for older adults. Our pneumatic equipment is safe, easy 
to use, and effective for wellness, preventive, rehabilitative, and maintenance 
training.” HUR machines are expected to arrive at the end of April or early 
May. I will provide instruction and an initial orientation on first use!   

Tee Time: This is an opportunity to come down to the golf simulator and spend time socializing! I 
will be there to help guide.  

Walking Club: Be outdoors! We will walk around the surrounding areas. 

May Fitness Center Classes: 



 

Earth Day Flower Pot 
Painting & Seed Planting 

 

Happy Hour 

 

Jermain (Culinary Director) &       
Terrance (Sous Chef) prepared       

delicious food for our opening toast  

Celebrating 
our        

opening 
week! 



16th Annual Walker Methodist 5k/10k Stride for Seniors 
 
Have you signed up yet?  Residents can register for $20.   
 
Register online with a credit card with promo code TEAM at bit.ly/walkerrace2021 or 
ask the front desk for a paper registration form to pay with cash or check. 
 
This year, you can participate in person or virtually!  Either way, you receive a t-
shirt and more.  Virtual participants will receive a race box delivered to them and can 
participate however they wish. Our in person race takes place at Lake Harriet in 
Minneapolis. 
 
Funds raised through your community, stay within your community. 
 
More information at www.walkermethodist.org/runwalk  
 

 
 
Tribute Signs  

 

Tribute signs will be on 
sale for $25 through the 
middle of May.   
 
These signs will line the 
racecourse around Lake 
Harriet.  What a great way 
to honor or memorialize 
someone important in 
your life!   
 
Ask your concierge, 
executive director, or life 
enrichment director for 
more information on how 
you can get involved. 

http://www.walkermethodist.org/runwalk

