
 

  

Christ the Servant Lutheran Church 
 

Putting Jesus’ Way of Life into Practice by... 
 

Encountering God, Loving One Another,  
& Reaching the World. 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 14, 2022 

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide 
in human history. He invites our undivided attention and 
devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great 
“cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we 
are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith.”  
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Welcome to Christ the Servant Lutheran Church 
(Congregational responses are in bold print.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C   F  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen 
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G  S                             “I L   T   S ” 
I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 
of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love. 
I love to tell the story, because I know ‘tis true, 
it satisfies my longings as nothing else can do.  

I love to tell the story!  ‘Twill be my theme in glory 
To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 

 
I love to tell the story, more wonderful it seems 

than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams. 
I love to tell the story, it did so much for me; 

and that is just the reason I tell it now to thee.  
I love to tell the story! ‘Twill be my theme in glory 

To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 
 

I love to tell the story, ‘tis pleasant to repeat 
what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet. 

I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 
the message of salvation from God’s own holy Word. 

I love to tell the story!  ‘Twill be my theme in glory 
To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 

 
I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 

seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, 

‘twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.  
I love to tell the story! ‘Twill be my theme in glory 

To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 
 

(Words: Katherine Hankey. Public Domain) 
 

G  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
P    D   

Let us pray.  
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and 
you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take 
our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following 
your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter 
of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
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F  R : J  23:23-29 
Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s 
judgment, he suffers rejection. Today’s reading distinguishes 
between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s 
word, and the false prophet who misleads the people through 
dreams. One is like wheat; the other like worthless straw. 
23Am I a God near by, says the L , and not a God far off? 
24Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says 
the L . Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the L . 25I 
have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in 
my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 26How 
long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who 
prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 
27They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams 
that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name 
for Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but 
let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has 
straw in common with wheat? says the L . 29Is not my word 
like fire, says the L , and like a hammer that breaks a rock in 
pieces? 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
P  82  (R  ) 

 1God stands to charge the divine council assembled, 
  giving judgment in the midst of the gods: 
 2“How long will you judge unjustly, 
  and show favor to the wicked? 
 3Save the weak and the orphan; 
  defend the humble and needy; 
 4rescue the weak and the poor; 
  deliver them from the power of the wicked. 
 5They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander 
about in darkness; 
  all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
 6Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, 
  and all of you children of the Most High; 
 7nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 
  and fall like any prince.’ ” 
 8Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 
  for you shall take all nations for your own. 
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S  R : H  11:29--12:2 
The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a 
long list of biblical heroes, we find examples of trust in God that 
enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this 
“cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful 
endurance. 

29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were 
dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were 
drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been 
encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not 
perish with those who were disobedient, because she had 
received the spies in peace. 
 32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and 
the prophets—33who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 
lions, 34quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put 
foreign armies to flight. 35Women received their dead by 
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in 
order to obtain a better resurrection. 36Others suffered mocking 
and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37They were 
stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the 
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 
persecuted, tormented—38of whom the world was not worthy. 
They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and 
holes in the ground. 
 39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, 
did not receive what was promised, 40since God had provided 
something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made 
perfect. 
 12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that 
is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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G : L  12:49-56 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially 
divisive effects of obedience to God’s call. The way of the cross 
often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even 
from those they love. 

[Jesus said:] 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it 
were already kindled! 50I have a baptism with which to be 
baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 51Do 
you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell 
you, but rather division! 52From now on five in one household will 
be divided, three against two and two against three; 53they will 
be divided:  
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in 
the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it 
happens. 55And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, 
‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 56You hypocrites! 
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but 
why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
S   
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H    D                                        “N  L  S ” 
 

Chorus  
I'm no longer a slave to fear  

Oh, I am a child of God  
I'm no longer a slave to fear  

Oh, I am a child of God  
 

Verse 1  
You unravel me with a melody  
You surround me with a song  

Of deliverance from my enemies  
Till all my fears are gone  

 
Chorus  

I'm no longer a slave to fear  
Oh, I am a child of God  

I'm no longer a slave to fear  
Oh, I am a child of God  

 
Verse 2  

From my mother’s womb  
You have chosen me  

Love has called my name  
I've been born again into Your family  
Your blood flows through my veins  

 
Chorus x2  

 
Bridge (x2)  

You split the sea so I could walk right through it  
My fears were drowned in perfect love  

You rescued me so I could stand and sing  
Oh, I am a child of God  

 
Ending  

I'm no longer a slave to fear  
Oh, I am a child of God  

I'm no longer a slave to fear  
Oh, I am a child of God  
Oh, I am a child of God 

 
Brian Johnson, Joel Case, Jonathan David Helser. ©2014 Bethel Music 
Publishing. CCLI License # 1049557 
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A ’ C   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
  Amen 

 
P   I  

Response: 
 Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
P   

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
O  O   S  M  O  
 
O  P  

God of abundance:  you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your 
field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of 
Jesus.  Amen 

 
L ’  P   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen 
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C  L  A : M   S  
 
B  

The God of peace, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, 
comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always. 
Amen 

 
S  S                                                   “W  A  C ” 

 
D  

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God.                                                                                                    
(sundaysandseasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.)
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Today: Sunday 14 - Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  9:00 AM - CSLC Worship 
10:00 AM - CSLC Fellowship Time 
10:30 AM - Mission & Service Meeting 
11:30 AM - EFLC Worship  
Monday, August 15 
  2:30 - 5:30 PM - Piecemakers (Fellowship Hall) 
  5:30 PM - Evergreen Ponds Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, August 16 
  6:30 AM - Prepare for Bread Distribution & Coffee (Fellowship) 
  8:00 AM - Bread Distribution + Coffee Get-Together (FH)  
  9:15 AM - Prayer Team Meeting 
  6:30 PM - AA Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
Wednesday, August 17 
10:00 AM - Wednesday Bible Study 
12:00 - 3:30 PM - Handwork Group (Fellowship Hall) 
Thursday,  August 18 
  6:45 PM - Council Open Forum 
  7:00 PM - Church Council Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
Friday, August 19 
 6:00 PM - EFLC Community - Choir & Bible Study 
Saturday, August 20 - Vadnais Heights Heritage Days  
  12 Noon to 8 PM - Heritage Days Information/Craft Booths  
                                at the Heritage Park 
Sunday, August 21 - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
                       Vadnais Heights Heritage Days  
   9:00 AM - CSLC Worship in the Park at Koehler Park 
 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM - Heritage Days Information/Craft Booths 
 12:00 PM - Heritage Days Parade 
    

CSLC calendar is also available on our website (www.cslcvh.org).  
Please send event information ASAP to church office! 

 

Cross & Cradle News 
Community Life  
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Prayer Requests…   
We pray... for those in need of healing and mercy… 
Sylvia Malsam, Carol Woodward, Patty 
Wong (sister of Mike Woehrle), Anna 
Grimm, Dave McKeag, Sandy Hammerlind, 
Dorothy (Linda Wigdahl's mother), Jane 
(friend of Grace), Bill Mulry, and teachers, 
students, and parents as the new school 
year approaches.  
(Please call the church office with any prayer concerns or updates.) 

 
Adult Bible Study 
You are welcome to join the Bible Study on 
Wednesday mornings at 10 AM for study and 
conversation! 
 
Front Door Update 
We are continuing to work on the correct door for our church. If 
you would like to help with the door replacement, mark your 
donation “Front Door Fund.”  Thank you to all who have given to 
this “Door Fund.”  At the last count, you have given $6,590.80! 
Thank you!   
 
Bread Distribution to Community 
   We continue to distribute bread from out 
church on Tuesday mornings to our community, 
beginning at 8:00 AM.  People also stop in to 
have a cup of coffee and conversation from 
6:30 on.   
  We also package and deliver bread on 
Monday mornings.  We could use an additional 
person for that time, every other week.  
   We also package bread on Sunday mornings for both 
congregations to pick up for themselves and for friends and 
neighbors.  We could also use some  help with packaging early 
Sunday morning,  
  Thank you to all who volunteered to help with picking up 
bread…  we truly appreciate you!  You are helping so many...   
 
Thank you for Giving 
Donations accepted via Square at the Welcome Desk!  You may 
also donate online on our website: www.cslcvh.org/tithe.  Giving 
Envelopes are available at the Welcome Desk. 
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Vacation Bible School at Christ the Servant 
“Rainforest Explorers” 
“Jesus Leads the Way” 

Thank you to all the leaders, helpers, 
parents and the children who attended VBS 
this past week, singing, listening, crafting, 
playing.   
 
Red Cross Blood Drive  
     Thank you to all who donated blood 
and helped with the Blood Drive on 
Tuesday.  51 units were collected!  We 
again surpassed our goal! 
     Our next Blood Drive is Friday, October 
7, from 1 to 7 PM.  Our goal will be 58!  
You may sign up at the Welcome Desk or 
online at redcross.org.  
    AND check out the bulletin board to see the “Certificate of 
Recognition” that Christ the Servant received for 2021.  Donors 
gave 50 more units than the previous year of 2020!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gardening Help Wanted 
Would you like to help with the watering and/or pulling weeds in 
the flower beds?  Please speak to Deb Gennow! 
 
Sundays:  Worship Assistants &  Fellowship Time 
Serve as an usher, communion server!  And we’d love to have 
flowers for the altar on Sundays!  Coffee servers are always 
welcome…   
 
Volunteer at the White Bear Food Shelf this Summer! 
Whether you prefer to volunteer indoors or like to be out in the 
sunshine, we have lots of ways to help out at the Food 
Shelf!  Options: Free Produce Markets, Curbside Pick-Up Food 
Distributions, Donation Sorting, Help Rescue Food.   



 

13 

Vadnais Heights Heritage Days, August 20-21 
 

“Love Your Neighbor” is our theme for Christ the Servant! 
 
Sunday, August 21, 9 AM, Worship in the Park (Koehler Park):  
Invite your friends and neighbors to 
come.  Ushers are needed.  Sweet 
Adelines will again bless us with their 
singing!  Help bring some folding 
chairs from church for the choir.  Bring 
your lawn chair.   
 
Sunday, August 21, 12 noon, Parade:  We need lots of parade 
candy!  There is a collection box in the hallway.  We need people 
to hand out candy and information cards and smiles and friendly 
greetings as you represent Christ the Servant!  Parade starts at 
noon right after “Worship in the Park.” 
 
Saturday, August 20, (12 noon to 8 PM) & Sunday, August 21 
(10 AM to 4 PM) Information & Craft Booths:  This is a fun spot 
to be!  We will have two booths… an information booth and a craft 
booth.  Greet people, hand out our flyer, display useful and 
beautiful craft items for sale from the Piecemakers Group.   

 
Please indicate your interest and available time on the bulletin 

board in the hallway of stop at the Welcome Desk! 
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10th Annual Gloria’s Shortest Marathon will be held on 
Saturday, September 24, in White Bear Lake.  
Lineup at 10:30 AM, start at 11 AM.  The $35 
tax-deductible donation per participant ($15 for 
children under age 12) includes: White Castles 
from Mueller Mortuary for a carb-load before 
the race, a bottle of water halfway down the 
block, and Caribou Coffee and donut holes at 
the finish line to celebrate the completion of the 
marathon.  The first 300 participants to register 
will receive an “I finished the food shelf 
marathon” t-shirt!  To register, visit 

www.whitebearfoodshelf.org.   
 
 
 

Yogadevotion classes (Chair Yoga) will begin on Thursday, 
September 15, 3:45 PM in the sanctuary.   Getting up and down 
off the floor can be difficult for many reasons.  This Yogadevotion 
class incorporates poses the increase range of motion, improve 
balance and bring attention to the breath, all using a chair as a 
yoga prop.  This class will be 8 weeks, cost will be $72.  Sign up 
on the bulletin board in the hallway or call the church office. 
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3676 Centerville Road, Vadnais Heights, MN  55127 
Phone 651-429-6595 

Email: office@cslcvh.org   Website: www.cslcvh.org    
Pastor Jon Yurk    

Phone: 612-231-2111      Email: Pastor@cslcvh.org 

A Division That Brings Peace 

Today’s word is difficult to hear, but all too obvious 
at the same time. The message of God’s 
governance among us, which lifts up the lowly and 
challenges the mighty, brings division. The good 
news brings division because some welcome it 
with exuberant joy, since it is the only good news 
they hear, and some resist it because it is a 
profound challenge to human assumptions about 
God, the world, and us. 

We might be surprised to hear Jesus say he has not come to bring 
peace, but division. This is because he insists on a gospel of 
peace for everyone, not just a few. The division Jesus speaks of is 
not the goal, but it is the inevitable outcome of insisting that 
everyone is included in God’s family. Division and conflict are the 
price he is willing to pay if that’s what it takes to usher in a world of 
true peace rooted in God’s mercy. Jesus paid that price when he 
was crucified for his faithfulness to God’s welcoming way. 

The church continues the ministry of Jesus when it enters into the 
fray of lifting up people the world deems unwelcome or lowly. Who 
is excluded or marginalized in your community? Why is this so? 
Does your church mirror this exclusion and marginalization, or 
does it transcend it with a welcome to those very persons left out 
elsewhere? What division has this faithfulness to the gospel 
caused? 

The most wonderful witness the church gives, and the most 
divisive thing it does, is declare forgiveness to every repentant 
heart in Christ’s name: the excluded and the exclusive, the lowly 
and the mighty. The most beautiful inbreaking of the governance 
of God is when humble persons gather around Christ’s table, open 
their hands to receive bread and wine, and deeply embrace their 
own welcome and their neighbor’s welcome at the very same 
table. In that sacramental moment, the peace that led to division 
turns into complete peace. 


