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‘Hometown with a kick’ 
Dunedin beckons with natural beaches, 

quaint downtown, more

By Tiff ani Sherman

O
ranges painted on buildings have replaced their 3D 
counterparts in the Dunedin area, but the charm of a town 
built around the citrus industry hasn’t gone away.

Th e painted oranges started popping up secretly in 2009. Since 
then, hundreds of buildings around town show their Dunedin pride 
with a conspicuously placed orange.

Known for its award-winning beaches, the 40-plus mile trail that 
runs through it and the quaint downtown area fi lled with unique 
shops and restaurants, Dunedin does not disappoint.

“It’s a hometown with a kick,” said Gregory Brady, vice chair of 
marketing for the Dunedin Chamber of Commerce and a downtown 
business owner.

Road to Honeymoon Island 
on the Dunedin Causeway.
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It’s also the place that developed frozen orange juice concentrate.
Dunedin sits along the Gulf of Mexico in the Tampa-St. Petersburg-

Clearwater metro area, just a couple of hours west of Orlando.

Beaches

Dunedin’s beaches are different from others in the area.
“Our beaches are undeveloped and natural so there’s a big 

difference [with other beaches.] You’re not going to see condo towers 
on the beaches. You’re not going to see restaurants and bars and any 
of that stuff so they’re purely natural beaches,” Brady said.

All you’ll hear are the sounds of seagulls, waves crashing and 
children playing.

Honeymoon Island State Park sits at the end of a long causeway 
and has plenty of parking for access to its white-sand beaches.

It’s $8 per car to get into the park, or $4 for a car with only one 
person, and once you’re in the park, you can sun, swim, bike, fish, 
hike, picnic, visit the nature center and more. Restrooms and snack 
cafes are available along the beaches.

The shoreline spans about four miles and parts of it can be a bit 
rocky, so bring a pair of water shoes. There’s even a pet beach.

Just a short ferry ride away from the boat docks at Honeymoon 
Island State Park is an untouched island, Caladesi Island State Park.

Accessible via private boat or via ferry, Caladesi has 
undisturbed shoreline, miles of nature trails, a paddling trail, a 
café and restroom facilities.

“It’s a little more private. You see a lot of the natural habitat and very 
undisturbed bird nesting and turtle areas,” Brady said. “You find all of the 
things that get moved out of the beaches when [people] start building.”

The round-trip ferry is $16 for adults, $8 for children 6-12, and 
free for kids five and younger. The ride through St. Joseph Sound is 
about 15-20 minutes each way.

Both beaches have consistently won awards for being two of the 
nation’s best and they’re a great place to catch a sunset over the Gulf 
of Mexico.

Downtown Area

The downtown area of Dunedin is a charming few blocks with all 
kinds of local shops and restaurants.

At one end is the city’s marina and a park with a fishing pier with 
great views. You can also pick up a dolphin cruise here.

Downtown Dunedin Market 
is located in Pioneer Park.
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Honeymoon Island has more than 
four miles of beach to explore 

along with a three-mile trail 
through one of the last remaining 

virgin slash pine forests.
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The Dunedin History Museum 
in downtown Dunedin is housed 
in a former railroad depot.

Pinellas Trail north of downtown.

Heading east, the shops and restaurants line the streets. You won’t 
find a national chain in this part of Dunedin.

“As far as our stores and restaurants, everything is locally owned 
and sourced,” Brady said. “There’s no law or rule that says we can’t 
open a corporate store downtown, just some things that dissuade those 
companies from wanting to open, like we won’t allow a drive thru.”

Many restaurants have places to eat outside and there is a wide 
variety of food options.

Just off of the main strip is the oldest microbrewery in Florida, the 
Dunedin Brewery. It’s now one of at least eight craft brewers near the 
downtown corridor.

“They all started talking and collaborating and creating pub crawls. 
They have great outdoor areas at most of our breweries,” Brady said. “Not 
only are you getting a great beer, you’re seeing it being made. It falls into 
the category of entertainment but also art, which is kind of cool.”

There’s even a map to make visiting the brewpubs easier.
On Fridays and Saturdays from November through May, the 

Downtown Dunedin Market fills Pioneer Park in the center of downtown.
Dozens of vendors sell food and other wares. Local entertainers 

grace the stage.

Downtown’s Main Street is also the place for many craft and art 
festivals as well as annual events including the Mardi Gras parade 
(Fat Tuesday) and Wines the Blues (November) and holiday events 
like St. Patrick’s Day and Cinco de Mayo.

Pinellas Trail

Almost bisecting the downtown area is the Pinellas Trail, 40+ miles 
of mostly former railroad track that runs from one end of Pinellas 
County to the other.

The paved trail is perfect for walking, running, skating or biking.
“Dunedin is called the heart of the trail. We’re kind of the center of 

it from a geographic standpoint,” Brady said.
Where the trail meets Main Street is the Dunedin History Museum. 

The building was once the city’s railroad station and now has exhibits 
about the city’s history and a gift shop with local products.

A boxcar next to the building houses a café and ice cream shop 
and other restaurants are along the trail for a couple of miles. The 
part of the trail that runs through the city is lighted at night so people 
can use it to get between everything.
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Just a bit south down the trail is TD Ballpark, the spring training 
home of the Toronto Blue Jays and for at least the first part of the 2021 
season, the team’s southern home.

Where to Stay
With all there is to see and do in Dunedin, you’ll need a place to 
stay. From bed and breakfasts to small hotels affiliated with national 
chains, there’s something for all styles and budgets.

Several small accommodations are on or near the downtown strip.
If you’re looking for national chains, right on the waterfront near 

the Dunedin Marina is the Best Western Yacht Harbor Inn.
The largest property is the restored Fenway Hotel. Located just 

outside the downtown area on scenic Edgewater Drive, the hotel is 

now part of the Marriott chain and dates to 1924 when it was an icon 
during the jazz age. It even housed the area’s first radio station.

A Holiday Inn Express and a Hampton Inn are also just outside 
the downtown area.

While in the city, you might hear a bagpiper. The high school has 
a pipe band and the city’s founders were from Scotland.

“We have a Scottish heritage and you see sprinkled throughout the 
city,” Brady said, inviting people back for the annual Highland Games 
which are scheduled to return in April 2022.

You’ll feel like you landed in Scotland instead of on the Florida Coast.

Dunedin Marina
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