



 My understanding is that all of the CMHA facilities will 

have some past history of relationship with a church 
community – whether that is presently active or not.

 My theological conviction is that as Christians, theology 
and mission belong together – both in the Mennonite 
community and beyond the Mennonite community.

As I approach this subject I do have some 
personal assumptions: 




 My observations have been that churches and informed 

Christians from churches have been instrumental in 
establishing many organizations and services needed in our 
communities. HOWEVER, in time those organizations the 
churches began seem to transition to an organization that 
may be professional but does not have a Christian 
distinctive.

 My hope is that through this presentation we can briefly 
consider the foundation of our past relationships and 
consider why they are still essential in the present 
environment today.

As I approach this subject I do have some 
personal assumptions: 



“There is always a history that 
leads to the moment ...”





Some insights from the Bible:

 Jeremiah 29:4-14  Acts 4:18,19  






“In 1844 twelve young men led by George Williams 
founded the first YMCA in London, England. Their 
objective was the "improvement of the spiritual 
condition of the young men engaged in houses of 
business, by the formation of Bible classes, family and 
social prayer meetings, mutual improvement societies, 
or any other spiritual agency.”





Together with the other founding members, George 
Williams wasted no time in organising YMCA branches 
throughout England, Scotland and Ireland. Over the 
next ten years, YMCA Movements also began to 
develop across Western Europe, USA, Australia, New 
Zealand, and India.”






1. Remember your roots. There is always a history 
that led to the founding of the organization. Look 
back to remember how the work you are involved in 
began in that place.

2. Respect and preserve the theological principles that 
informed and motivated the historic mission of your 
present day organization. 

Ideas to help us build awareness and trust between 
our faith based facilities and faith communities.




3. Ask yourself – Is your present status as an 
organization anchored in your faith identity?

4. Be alert to the presence and impact of other 
worldviews in our society and local communities. 
Not everyone is convinced that God is relevant or 
real. What impact could that or does it have on how 
you and your team serve today?

Ideas to help us build awareness and trust between 
our faith based facilities and faith communities.




5. Build relationships with local churches. Know who 
helped to give birth to the Mission and ethos that you 
seek to practice. Look to see how you can build 
current and active partnerships of awareness and 
encouragement with a faith-based foundation. 

6. If the relationship between your organization and 
the churches has become inactive you will need to 
seek them out and help them understand why you 
need to work together.

Ideas to help us build awareness and trust between 
our faith based facilities and faith communities.




7. If the churches that helped to found your ministry 
are not able to partner in the present day, look for 
churches who can and will do so in ways that can 
help you to strengthen the foundation of faith that 
not only started your organization but should 
inform it today.  

I hope you will be able to answer the question: Who 
IS your church community today and what role do they 
play in spiritual discernment?

Ideas to help us build awareness and trust between 
our faith based facilities and faith communities.




8. Have a correct definition of the Church.

• The church is not a building. The church is a people who 
have been called by God to an active faith, based on our 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

• The church is an organism not an organization. The 
organizational ‘stuff’ just helps us to attend to the local 
details in an orderly manner.

• In the body of Christ, local churches and faith based 
facilities are part of the same organism. All the parts need 
to work together for the body to be able to function as it is 
intended to do.

Ideas to help us build awareness and trust between 
our faith based facilities and faith communities.




