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GATHERING  AROUND  THE  WORD  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
        And also with you. 
 Let us prepare our hearts to worship God. 
 
MUSIC FOR PREPARATION 
 Andante from Sonata No. VI                                       Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP         
 Turning God's children away means turning God away. 
 Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
 Open our eyes to the stranger at the gate. 
 Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
 We long to be restored to your presence. 
 Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
 Let us worship God together. 
  
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN – NO. 393 
 O Day of Rest and Gladness        ES FLOG EIN KLEINS WALDVÖGELEIN  
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 
  
*CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 God of mercy, we come before you just as we are,  
      pretending nothing, hiding nothing.   
 You know the deepest workings of our hearts and minds.   
 You know the ways in which we hunger and thirst and hurt.   
 You know the ways that we hurt each other.   
 You know that we struggle to be your faithful servants,  
      to see and care for all of your people.    
 Open our eyes to see each other,  
      particularly those who are waiting at the gate.   
 Guide us, O God, to do what you would have us do in the world. 
  
*SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie Eleison)                       adapted by Richard Proulx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  

  

Please join in 
reading  aloud 

those parts of the 
service printed 

 in bold. 
  
  

The congregation 
is invited to 

reflect silently 
during the Music 

for Preparation 
as a time of 
prayer and 
meditation. 

 
 
 
 

When this 
symbol (*) 

precedes an 
element of the 
service, please 
rise in body or 

spirit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The astoundingly 
good news of our 
reconciliation to 

God through 
Jesus Christ frees 

our tongues to 
sing mighty 

praise to God. 



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 Glory to God!                                          GELOBT SEI GOTT  

*PASSING THE PEACE, LOVE, AND JOY OF CHRIST TO OTHERS   
 The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

L ISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  
STORY TELLING (11:00) 
  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
PSALTER READING: Psalm 146                           Large Print Pew Bible, page 715 
                Pew Bible, page 97
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
  
ANTHEM (11:00) 
 In paradisum (REQUIEM)                          Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986) 

Chancel Choir 
 

 In paradisum deducant te Angeli: 
 in tuo adventu suscipiant te Martyres, 
 et perducant te in civitatem sanctam Jerusalem. 
 
 Chorus Angelorum te suscipiat, 
 et com Lazaro quondam pauper 
 aeternam habeas requiem. 
 
 May the angels lead you into paradise; 
 May the Martyrs welcome you upon your arrival, 
 and lead you into the holy city of Jerusalem. 
 
 May a choir of angels welcome you, 
 and, with poor Lazarus of old, 
 may you have eternal rest. 

  
GOSPEL READING: Luke 16:19-31                                 Large Print Pew Bible, page 97 
                     Pew Bible, pages 79-80
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We exchange 
reconciling words 
and gestures among 
the people of God.  
 
 
We listen for what 
God is saying to 
God’s people through 
scripture, song, and 
sermon.  
  



SERMON: At the Gate                 Rev. Carrie Tuttle  

 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  

*HYMN OF RESPONSE – NO. 451 
 Open My Eyes, That I May See         OPEN MY EYES  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH               - from A Brief Statement of Faith  
 We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
      everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
 The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
      sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
      and binds us together with all believers 
      in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
 The same Spirit 
      who inspired the prophets and apostles 
      rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
      engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
      claims us in the waters of baptism, 
      feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
      and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. 
 In a broken and fearful world 
      the Spirit gives us courage 
      to pray without ceasing, 
      to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
      to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
      to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
      and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
      we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
      and to live holy and joyful lives, 
      even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
      praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 With believers in every time and place, 
      we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
      can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS (11:00) 
 Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn away from the ways of sin  
      and evil and its power in the world?  
  I do, with God’s help. 
  
 Do you intend to continue in the covenant God makes with you in baptism?  
   I do, with God’s help. 
 
 Who is your Lord and Savior?  
 Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.  
 
 Do you intend to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ,  

     to obey his Word, and to show his love in this community and in our world?  
 We will, with God’s help. 

 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Will you be faithful members of this congregation, 
      share in its worship and mission 
      through your prayers and gifts, 
      your study and service, 
      and so fulfill your calling to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
 We will, with God’s help. 
 
  As members of this congregation will you welcome these new members 
      of Christ’s body with open arms and heart, 
      share their joys and sorrows, 
      and work to enfold them in the life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church? 
 We will, with God’s help. 
  

 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

  Blest Be the Tie That Binds                          DENNIS 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOMENT FOR MISSION        David Sánchez, Annie Soper School  
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
      and lead us not into temptation,  
      but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom 
      and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP                 Scott and Kris Moffitt 
 
OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS 
 
 MUSIC AT THE OFFERTORY 
  O God, Have Mercy (St. Paul)    Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

Kenneth Lee, baritone 
 
 O God, have mercy on me, forgive my sins and cleanse me 
     according to Thy loving kindness, yea, even for Thy mercy’s sake. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Forsake me not, and cast me not away from Thy presence,  
    and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Here a broken heart, and a contrite heart now I offer before Thee. 
I will speak of Thy salvation, I will teach Thy way, Lord, 
    and sinners shall be converted unto Thee. 

  Now open Thou my lips, O Lord,  
        and my mouth shall show for Thy glorious praise. 

 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                   LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEARING  THE  WORD  INTO  THE  WORLD  
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*RECESSIONAL HYMN – NO. 69 
 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky                                   HERE I AM (Schutte)  
 
VOLUNTARY (11:00) 
 Allegro maestoso from Sonata No. II                                    Felix Mendelssohn  
 
 

 Taylor Barner, M. Div., Associate Pastor for Student Ministries 
   Carrie Tuttle, M. Div., Parish Associate for Pastoral Care 

    J. Patrick Murphy, M. Mus., Organist-Choirmaster  
 Charlotte Nance-Allbright, M.A, C.C.E., Director of Christian Formation and Education  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

God blesses and 
sends us in 

mission to the 
world. 

  
  

  

  

  



Announcements  
  

A Warm And Cordial Welcome is extended to all who worship with us this Sunday.  We hope in this service 
you will encounter the living Christ and experience the warmth of our caring family of faith. Please take a moment 
to sign our friendship register when it is passed to you.  If you are visiting with us and in search of a church home, 
we invite you to become a part of our church family here at First Presbyterian Church. Please let us know of your 
interest by way of the friendship register, or by speaking to one of our ministers.  If you are not receiving the weekly 
e-newsletter, please feel free to pick up a copy today in the narthex and then contact the church office to be added 
to the weekly email list.  
  
Cover Art:  The Rich Man and Lazarus, Jesus Mafa community, Cameroon 
 
Live Telephone Worship: To listen to the worship service, simply call 888-969-5508 each Sunday.  You will also 
be given an option of receiving a weekly call prior to each worship service. Please help us and pass this 
information along to any church member or community member who would benefit from this opportunity. 
  
Live Video Streaming Service:  Boxcast will stream to our website and Facebook page each Sunday 
morning. Click here to view:  on our website and on the FPC Facebook page. 
  
Pastoral Care Information: If you have a personal emergency, hospitalization, or pastoral care need, please 
call the church office. If it is after office hours or on the weekend, you may call the minister on call:   
9/23-9/25 Carrie Tuttle (336-708-0451) 
 
Feed the Hungry Food Collection: Feeding the Hungry - Remember to grab a non-perishable food item every 
time you are at the store and bring it to First Presbyterian Church for the food pantry.  A collection box is 
conveniently located outside the CDC entrance (Black and White Hallway entrance) for you to drop off your 
donations anytime during the week or on Sunday morning.  
   
African American Poetry Class: Sundays at 9:45 a.m. starting today and ending November 20 in Room 
122. Led by Dr. Harry Brown. Join us to discuss poetry by a different African American poet each week. Regular 
reading assignments will be three to five poems by a major African American poet, ranging from the eighteenth-
century writer Phillis Wheatley to Pulitzer Prize-winning U.S. Poet Laureate (1993-95) Rita Dove. We will also read 
poems by Langston Hughes, Paul Laurence Dunbar, and Gwendolyn Brooks, among others. Our text book will 
be The Vintage Book of African American Poetry, ed. M. S. Harper and A. Walton (Vintage Books, 2000), available 
on Amazon in used paperback.      
  A READING BY NC POET LAUREATE: All are welcome to attend a reading by  
 North Carolina Poet Laureate, Jaki Shelton Green, on Sunday, October 9 at 9:45 a.m. at First Presbyterian 
 Church in the Witherspoon Room.   
 This reading is a part of an African American Poetry Class.   
  
Our September Giving Calendar Mission is Residential Treatment Services of Alamance, Inc.  RSTA 
is an organization that provides a warm and welcoming home-like environment for those who are seeking 
treatment and recovery experience due to addictions and mental health concerns.  As one of the local 
organizations FPCB supports financial and through prayer, we lift them to your attention during September.  We 
will be collecting paper towels and toilet paper for RSTA.  Please drop off your donations in the collection bin 
outside of the Black and White Hallway (CDC) entrance of the church.  Contact Charlotte Nance-Allbright 336-228-
1703 x 223 callbright@fpcburlington.org for instructions on delivery if you prefer to order supplies online.    
 
Contemplative Worship: If you are seeking a time of quiet contemplation and prayer, a time of song and 
scripture, a time of silence and reflection, we hope you will join in a Service of Contemplation today at 6:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. This sacred space will be filled candlelight and music for harp (Patrick Murphy) and violin (Jorge 
Rodriguez-Ochoa). In the stillness may you find the opportunity to listen for God’s voice. 
 
American Red Cross BloodDrive at First Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, September 27 
2:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in Shive Hall 
Held in memory of John and Barbara Lloyd (long-time members of First Presbyterian Church) 
To schedule your appointment go to redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code "FPC Burlington" or contact Lucy 
Kernodle at lkernodle@bellsouth.net 
 
SAVE THE DATE for First Presbyterian Staff and Resident lunches at Twin Lakes and the Village at Brookwood! 
The Village at Brookwood—Wednesday, October 12 at 12:00 noon in the dining room 
Twin Lakes—Thursday, October 13 at 12:00 noon in the Terrace  
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=i9ngemabb.0.0.bblw7ieab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Ffpcburlington.org%2Flive-streaming%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=i9ngemabb.0.0.bblw7ieab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Ffpcburlington%2F


Calendar 
 Sunday, September 25 

8:30 a.m.  Worship Service — Williams Chapel 
9:15 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship — Welcome Center 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults 
9:45 a.m.  African American Poetry Class — Room 122 
10:00 a.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 a.m.  Worship Service — Sanctuary 
4:00 p.m.  Children’s Choir — Room 220 
5:00 p.m.  High School Youth Group — Room 228   
6:30 p.m.  A Service of Contemplation—Sanctuary 

     
 Monday, September 26 
 4:00 p.m.  CDC Board Meeting — Room 203  
 
 Tuesday, September 27—American Red Cross BloodDrive—Shive Hall 
 6:45 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study — Witherspoon Room 
 7:30 a.m.  High School Dough Devotions — Biscuitville (S. Church St.) 
 8:00 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Meditation Group Meets via Zoom  
 10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting — Room 203 
 7:00 p.m.  BSA Troop 17 Meets — Garrison Joyner Activities Building  
 7:00 p.m.  Enneagram with Rev. Evan Harrison Meets via Zoom 
   
  Wednesday, September 28 
  7:00 a.m.  High School Dough Devotions — Skid’s (Elon) 
 7:45 a.m.  Meditation Group Meets via Zoom 
 10:00 a.m.  Wednesday Morning Bible Study — Witherspoon Room 
 6:00 p.m.  Mission Study Team — Room 201   
 6:45 a.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 7:00 p.m.  Enrichment Class Meets via Zoom  
    
 Thursday, September 29  
 6:45 a.m.  Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study — Witherspoon Room 
 10:00 a.m.   Prayer Shawl Ministry — Room 201 
 4:00 p.m.  CDC State of the School Address and Open House — Shive Hall 
 5:30 p.m.  Visioning Team Meets — Room 201 
 7:30 p.m.  UKirk/Wesley — Truitt Center (Elon) 
 
 Saturday, October 1 
 9:00 a.m.  Furniture Ministry Workday—Garrison Joyner Activities Building 

John Knox Fellowship Class through October 9 — The John Knox Fellowship Class will be using a variety of 
resources including The Present Word, and will be led by class members and friends on Sunday mornings at 9:45 
a.m. in the John Knox Room beginning today. This in-depth Bible study for adults dives deep into God’s Word. De-
signed by an ecumenical collaborative so that participants in multiple denominations are studying the same pas-
sages together, participants study the Bible over a six-year period, focusing on a specific theme each quarter. The 
Present Word aims to have participants know the content of the Bible, understand the message of the Bible in light 
of their experiences and relationships, and be aware of God’s redeeming love in our lives.  
The fall study is “God’s Exceptional Choice” • September 25: The Scepter Given to Judah, Genesis 35:22b–26; 
38:12–19, 24–26; 49:8–12 • October 2: The Birth of Moses, Exodus 2:1–10; 15–22 (see also Exodus 1:15–22) • 
October 9: Song of Moses Deuteronomy, 31:30–32:47  
  
Days for Girls Workshop 
A Days for Girls workshop is scheduled for Sunday, October 9

th
 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 122.  There is PUL to cut out, 

ribbon to cut and bags to serge and sew.  Bring your fabric scissors and help with a project that has a positive im-
pact on the lives of girls in Zambia. 
  
Furniture Ministry Workday is next scheduled for Saturday, October 1 from 9am—noon.  All volunteers are  
welcome. 
 
Peace and Global Witness Offering: Next Sunday, Today we will receive the Peace and Global Witness Spe-
cial Offering of the PC(USA).  Your gift will provide opportunities to work toward peace and reconciliation around 
the world.  FPCB will retain 25% of the offering to use in local efforts of peace and reconciliation.   


