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Dear Loyal Supporters: 

Since this is the first newsletter of the year, I wish you a very happy and 
healthy new year.  For such a long time, we have experienced Covid fatigue, and I 
finally feel that relief is coming soon. Come spring our hope is to be out of a state of 
emergency.  With this in mind, the program committee has developed a variety of 
programs for the new year.  The 2022 Program Brochure should be inserted in this 
newsletter.  Please put it in a visible spot for easy reference.  Mark your calendars for 
programs that look interesting -- hopefully many will.  At programs we will follow all 
Erie County guidelines for Covid precautions. Current information will be relayed 
through social media, Akron Bugle, and our website. 
 

You may have seen cars and trucks parked outside the Octagon House 
recently.  I am pleased to announce that the painters and wallpaper professionals have 
been hard at work.  They have done a fabulous job bringing the beauty back into our 
house.  I am sure you remember the water damage from 2020 that closed the house 
for many months.  It has been a long haul but finally reconstruction is almost finished.  
By the time this newsletter is printed, the repairs may be complete.  Good news 
indeed! 

 

Once the repairs are complete a thorough cleaning will take place from top to 
bottom.  If interested in helping to clean, please call 716-542-7022 and leave a 
message if no one answers.   
 

Cleaning will be time consuming, so no formal date of reopening has been set.  
I am confident that a late spring re-opening will take place.  Keep tuned for details.  All 
last year I encouraged everyone to take part in Erie County’s Bicentennial.  It will end 
in April; I have no formal information on what type of “celebration” will be proposed.  
I am sure it will be advertised in the media.   You can still use the passport books (they 
are still available at local libraries) to visit the many wonderful museums in Erie 
County.  Many are closed during the winter, so check on dates and times of openings. 
The passport is a great resource for future day trips, so pick one up if you have not 
done so already. 

 

Lastly, I would like to thank the many people who have assisted in organizing 
the society’s collection, moving furniture, cleaning, packing, and the many jobs that 
have taken place in the last 17 months.   Kudos to you all.   

 

Also, to our wonderful membership: I am always humbled by the MANY 
financial donations that come to the society.  Some of these donations will go toward 
additional expenses that the insurance did not cover.  Thank you for your continual 
support of the museums and society.  

 

  The Octagon House is everyone’s house in Akron and Newstead. We all should 
be proud. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patricia Pearce 

The Preservationist 
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NEWSTEAD BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 

Committee members needed: 

Next meeting will be Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022 

6:30 PM 

Newstead Town Hall 

If interested but cannot attend, please call  

Dawn Izydorczak at Town Hall 

The Celebration cannot take place without a lot of help!! 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 

Scholarship 

Newstead Historical Society’s 2022 scholarship will be awarded in May.   

Any interested Akron High School senior should apply when applications are distributed in school. 
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One of the Society’s 

Many Artifacts 
 

This is a “kitchen pig”.   

Anyone know                       

what it was used for?  

 

Any information would be 

useful.  Call  716-542-7022 & 

leave a message. 
 



 

The Gillings 
 

Pat Rodrigues 
 

     "Will" and "Sadie” (Gillings), as the family called them, lived in the Octagon House from 1882-1939, 
longer than any of the other residents.  Their story, however, began much earlier. 
     William R. Gillings (Will) was the son of English immigrants who came to N.Y. in 1837. His father, 
William Sr., had a farm on the banks of Tonawanda Creek. The farm, by 1869, was 269 acres as he had 
continuously bought additional acreage in 1841,1845, 1852, 1861. The 1870 census valued the property 
at $25,000, a tidy sum in those days, (current estimated value at about $500,000.) 
      Just before the Civil War ended Will decided to enlist on April 4, 1865 in Co. G of the 194th Infantry. 
He was promoted to Sgt. April 27 and discharged on May 3, 1865 in Hart's Island, N.Y. Then in 1866, 
following his Civil War service, when he was 26 Will purchased 58 acres next to his father's farm and 
became a farmer too. 
       In 1871 he married the girl next door, well, the girl who lived on the farm on the other side of the 
creek (in Clarence, near Rapids).  She was Sarah A. Burdick, whose father was Clark Burdick, one of the 
pioneer settlers on Tonawanda Creek, according to his 1879 obituary. He had come from R.I. and settled 
there in 1819. 
       After his marriage to Sarah, Will took over the family farm when his father was 67. They grew wheat, 
oats, corn, apples and even operated a dairy. The farm was also a large producer of butter - in 1880 over 
500 pounds. Will continued to list himself as a farmer until the 1900 census when he listed himself as a 
"salesman". Maybe butter? 
       According to a 1933 article with Sadie and her husband "had worked hard on the farm in Lockport 
and were tired of farming. So, we came into town (Akron) to live. All upper Main Street was just an open 
field (1882). We planted most of these great old trees about the place."- (the Octagon House). 
       Although Sadie was active in the Women's Christian Temperance Union, she said she didn't know 
too many people. She said though she was never lonesome - "I'd just follow the sun from room to room 
and there was always plenty of variety right here at home to keep me entertained." 
      Will meanwhile in 1890-1892 was a trustee of the village and a member of the Baptist Church where 
he was an honorary deacon for over 25 years. He was active in the Grand Army of the Republic, a Civil 
War veterans’ organization of which he was a Quartermaster. He helped raise funds for the Civil War 
statue in Russell Park, was an election inspector and was still making butter in 1902. The 1905 census 
lists him as retired with his own income, with Sadie as a housekeeper.  
      Sadie, according to family recollections was quite the decorator - "every window was covered in lace 
curtains, drapes and drape covers so the sun wouldn't fade the velvet drapes". There were velvet 
cushions on the window seats in the cupola.  
      Sadie was a woman of her times, "always dressed very lovely, wearing a high lace collar with a black 
velvet band and cameo, according to Winifred Miller, a family member.  
       Will died in 1928, age 88, and is buried in Glenwood Cemetery in Lockport with the rest of his family. 
His obituary said, "he will be missed by those who knew him best as well as by many of the little folks of 
the town for whom he always had a bit of candy". Sadie died eleven years later in 1939 and although she 
has a stone in Glenwood next to her husband, she is believed to be buried in the Pioneer Cemetery in 
Newstead, according to her funeral notice. 
      They had been married 57 years when Will died and he had lived at the Octagon House for 46 years 
and she for 57 when she died - the longest residents of the house, when it was a home. 
       

  Author’s note:  
I would like to acknowledge Lockport Town Historian, Jean Linn for her contribution of the research regarding the Gillings 
farm records and Burdick family history, the result of inquiries I made in 2020.  
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Pieces Too Short to Save 
Knight-Sutton Museum 

Pat Rodrigues 
  

The Knight-Sutton Museum has been a flurry of activity this month - nothing like a few snowstorms to get 
you going! 

Thanks to Dave Webster and Thom Dose several shelving units have been moved to KSM from RTOH and 
been adapted for our use. One unit, after a little haircut to fit KSM's lower ceilings, houses all the former exhibits, 
The others have been repurposed to house our vintage photograph collection, the recently inventoried acquisitions, 
our rolled and boxed map collection, and our framed document collection. Each category has its own unit, and 
everything is inventoried. 

Meanwhile the inventorying of the clothing collection is nearing its end. It still needs to be computer 
catalogued. Several of us will be assisting Jannette Potera, Collections Manager in this. If you would like to help, 
the training is free, and we'd love to have your help. Contact us at 716-542-7022. 

Some fun things have come up lately from the public - we were recently asked to research N.W. Flint by 
the owners of Martin's Mercantile. Turns out they have his old safe in the basement of one of their buildings. Mr. 
Flint was a merchant where Hometown Vintage is now. He sold groceries, dry goods and shoes in the early 1900's. 
The safe was found by the old cistern.  And, yes, it was unlocked. Now one wonders how it got to that location as 
no one has any record of his store ever being there. Can you envision several men pushing it across Main Street 
before it was paved? It is on wheels, but still........ 

We also researched their two buildings for them - did you know the old pharmacy side was once the first 
Ford dealership in Erie County?  NHS has pictures of a model T in the showroom. The original tin ceiling there is 
now being restored by the Martins. And they hope one day to display the safe. 
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        Rich-Twinn Octagon House 

Kate Stapleton Parzych, Director 
 

                            All good things happen in their own time – that’s been my mantra as the restoration of the 
damaged rooms in the House has taken longer than expected. Now though, the pace has picked up 
considerably, and so much has been accomplished in the new year. It is very satisfying to see fresh coats of 
paint grace the walls, ceilings and floors, as well as our hand-silkscreened wallpapers in place. 
However, that is only Phase I of the work to be done. The entire building has not been in use for two years, 
and absolutely everything must be carefully cleaned before being settled, each object in its own place 
throughout the museum. 

Therefore, this is my call to anyone who, first of all, enjoys cleaning (that’s important!), and is able to 
devote a single afternoon, or a few afternoons to help the Octagon shine again. The numerous antiques in the 
House need lots of tender care to bring them back to their unique glory. If you prefer to clean windows with 
all the casing and trim, baseboards, and doorways, we have plenty to choose from. Is cleaning smaller objects 
like dishes and figurines more to your liking? Got you covered. Upholstered furniture benefits from a gentle 
touch to keep the fabric safe – and that’s another way to help us if you’d like to work on some of the fine 
pieces that are in the building.    

Please email me at Director_RTOH@newsteadhistoricalsociety.org if you would like lend a hand, it 
would be so appreciated!! Thank you for considering. You may also call and leave a message on the office 
phone at 716-542-7022. 

We’re all so excited to have our Historic Building reopen this year. What’s the special day that tours 
will begin, you ask? Well, we have learned not to place an exact date too far ahead of schedule, when the date 
can be decided on, we will have the word out in all the usual media outlets. 

We are planning on having the Independence Day festivities up at the Octagon this year with our quilt 
raffle and pie sale -- we’ll be happy to see you there! 

 
 

 

mailto:Director_RTOH@newsteadhistoricalsociety.org


 
 
 

Membership                                                                       Activity from November 1 – January 31, 2022: 

THANK YOU FOR MEMORIAL DONATIONS given by: 
▪ Nicholas & Elizabeth Abraham in memory of Dennis &  

Noreen Abraham 
▪ Peter Forrestel in memory of REF & Ginny Forrestel 
▪ Mary Hanley in memory of Larry E. Hanley 
▪ Elaine Hensel in memory of the Cummings Family 
▪ David Hofmeir in memory of Eugene & Elaine Hofmeier 
▪ Nancy Konieczny in memory of Ronald P. Konieczny of J.L. 

McAndrew Funeral Home 
▪ Cortland Kopp in memory of Charles V. Kopp, Cortland &   

Helen Tinkham 
▪ John & Flora Leamer in memory of Phyllis (Babel) Graff 
▪ Susan Nicholas in memory of David Ross 
▪ Richard Rambach in memory of Anna Marie Rambach 
▪ Colleen & Marty Salmon in memory of Kathleen Sylor 
▪ Mary Stanley in memory of Louis Lippert 
▪ Sally Stapleton in memory of W. James Stapleton 
▪ Robert & Barbara Tinney in memory of Sally Lippert 
▪ Tom & Mary Valentine in memory of Douglas Farrell 
▪ David Webster in memory of Kelsey & Dorothy Webster 
▪ Robert Webster in memory of Dorothy & Kelsey Webster 
▪ Dolores Whiting in memory of Donald J. Whiting 
▪ Michael & Marybeth Whiting in memory of Donald J. Whiting 
▪ Jean Wilson in memory of Cal Staebell, Fred Killenberger, &  

Don Wilson 
 
THANK YOU FOR DONATIONS received from: 
Terry Abrams,  James & Lynn Asmus, Sharon Beyer, Mary Harrington Bonin, Rodger & Diane Brown, Edmund & 
Barbara Burke, James & Catherine Campbell,  Mark & Sharon Catalano, Albert Cheavacci, Dana Connell & David 
Wolf,  Lorain Daniels, Harold Finger,  Beverly  Fish, Joan Frank, Ken & Ellen Frey, Charles George, Marion Green, 
Barbara Guancial,  James Hayes Family, Thomas & Pam Herberling,  John & Paula Jendrowski,  Cheryl Johannes, Jeff 
& Laurel Jones, Patricia Keppler,  Betty Klawer, Annette Komroy,  Don & Sandy Kreher, Martha Kroemer, Dale & 
Lois Kruschke,  John & Janis Lauridsen, Jim & Roberta Lobur, Patrick & Mary Mangan, Patrick & Susan McCann,  
Dean & Gretchen Moore, Murzewski Family,  Carl & Julie Patterson,  Patricia Pearce, John & Clara Noce, Bob & Pam 
Overfield,  John & Jannette Potera,  Mary Printup, William & Marge Rebovich, Dennis & Collette Remington, Walter 
& Diane Rosonowski, Mona Rudolph, Kevin & Edna Scherf, Don & Mary Jane Shonn, James & MaryAnn Schneider, 
Zona Shreves, Robert Smith, Wally & Cindy Smith, Renny Staples, Allan Starkweather, James Styn & Sandra Corrie-
Styn, Gerald & Joan Summe,  Janice Sutton, Barbara Thoma, Barbara Tomasi,  Dorothy Tyler, Michael & Ann Vitale, 
James Webster, Rev. David & Carol Weidman, Fred & Freda Weinreber, Chris Whitmarsh, Mark & Karen Wilson, 
Gene Wolak and Anthony Zola. 
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SYMPATHY:  We are saddened to report 
the recent passing of Life members,  

• Jeanette Scheib on December 17th  
• Douglas Farrell on January 17th  
• Honorary member, Marian 

Schmigel on January 27th.   
We extend our sincerest condolences to 
their family and friends. 
 

WELCOME to our newest LIFE members   
• Kevin P. Hickey  
• Kenneth & Marilyn Kasperek 

 
WELCOME to the following new 
ANNUAL members:   

• Christopher M. Borchert  
• Michael & Linda Brown & Family 
• Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Cronin  
• Ryan Levy 
• David Meli 
• Charles Pfohl 
• Andrew and Candy Scorsone & 

Family 
 

Thank you to all who have renewed their memberships for 2022.  Renewal reminders have been mailed to 
those who have not renewed yet.  We will be updating our membership list in the near future, so please remit 
soon to continue to receive this newsletter. 
 
Memberships are always available.    Check our website: newsteadhistoricalsociety.org for membership 
information or email: membership@newsteadhistoricalsociety.org. 
 
Memorials and donations to the Society are always appreciated and can be made by mailing to: Newstead 
Historical Society, P. O. Box 222, Akron, NY 14001 
 



 
Corporate Sponsors 

 

 
THANK YOU TO OUR 2022 

CORPORATE SPONSORS!! 

Fundraising over the last couple years has been 

greatly curtailed due to the pandemic, so a new 

Corporate Sponsorship has been offered to 

businesses in the Akron-Newstead area.  The 

monies raised from these sponsors will help us to 

continue our mission and also help maintain our 

two museums, The Rich-Twinn Octagon House 

and The Knight-Sutton Museum. 

 

We are anticipating new and exciting programs 

in 2022 and thank you for helping us make this 

possible! 

 

It is not too late for your business to join this 

program - just go to our website: 

Newsteadhistoricalsociety.org 

and download the Corporate Sponsorship 

Application or contact Linda Capan at: 

membership@newsteadhistoricalsociety.org. 

 

Jonathan Russell Level - $1000 and up 
• Akron-Newstead Rotary 

• Lions Club of Akron, Inc. 

• Perry’s Ice Cream Co. Inc. 

• Two Eagles Smokeshop 

 

Ely S. Parker Level - $500 - $999 
• Cold Spring Construction 

• County Line Stone 

• JoAndy’s Place 

• Signmatic Systems, Inc.  

 

Dennis Nolan Level - $250 - $499 
• Brady Insurance Agency 

• Candy Apple Café 

• Fred E. Thomas Agency, Inc. 

• Jendrowski Landscaping 

 

Jonathan Delano Level - $100 - $249 
• Akron Animal Hospital, PC 

• Belknap Heating & Cooling 

• Destroyer Park Golf 

• Filtration Unlimited 

• I Squared R Element Co., Inc. 

• Kreher Family Farms 

• Rehwaldt Builders, Inc. 

• Terra House 
 

Donations were also received from the following 

businesses: 

• Guy’s Submarines 

• The Russell Park Room @ Cippolina Restaurant 
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Below:  Do you remember skating at Cummings 

Lodge, Akron Falls Park? 
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2021 NHS Executive Board 
 
President      Patricia Pearce 542-4191 
Vice President      Adam Burg  570-0633 

Treasurer                   Annette Komroy 
Recording Secretary                  Kimberley Burg 907-2720 
Membership Secretary                  Linda Capan  
 

Trustees 
 

 Trustees: 2020-2022_ _____     Trustees:  2021-2023              Trustees: 2022-2024_ 
David Wakeman    Mark Saglian  Jannette Potera 
Mary Sellers Hanley   David Webster  Kevin Hickey 
Marlene Gehl    John Potera  Marcia Tordy 
      

Directors and Committees 
Museum Coordinator      Kimberley Burg 
Rich-Twinn Octagon House Director     Kate Stapleton Parzych 
Knight-Sutton Museum Director      Pat Rodrigues 
Collections Manager      Jannette Potera 
Research & Design Team                      Laurel Jones & Marybeth Whiting 
Publicity                        Michele Asmus 
Website                                         Michele Asmus/Patty Buckley 
Sales      
Century Homes & Landmarks                      Pat Rodrigues 
Newsletter                                         Donald Holmes/Julie Brady 
Town and Village Historian                      Donald Holmes                                                                  
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Don’t forget that you can donate your refund to 
NHS when you return cans to the Bottle & Can 

Retrieval Centers at 52 Cedar St., Akron.  Just tell 
them when you drop off your cans. 

Thank you! 
 

RECIPE CORNER            Jannette Potera 
 

Just in time for Paczki Day/ doughnut day/ Fat Tuesday on March 1, 2022 is a recipe from A Book of Favorite Recipes 
by the Akron Parent-Teachers Association of Akron Central School dated 1969.  This recipe is titled “Jelly Filled 
Doughnuts”                        submitted by Cherie Stuchell.   

   JELLY FILLED DOUGHNUTS  
                          (About 2 1/2 dozen) 
INGREDIENTS: 
2 cakes compressed yeast   1/2 c. sugar 
    Or 2 cakes dry yeast    2 eggs, beaten 
1/4 c. lukewarm water    2 tsp. salt 
1 1/2 c. milk (scalded)    5 – 6 c. flour (all purpose), sifted 
1/4 c. shortening    grape or currant jelly 
 
 Soften yeast in warm water.  To scalded milk, add shortening, sugar and salt; stir until mixed and pour into 
large bowl.  When lukewarm, add yeast.  Add beaten eggs and 2 1/2 cups of flour and beat until smooth.  Add 
remaining flour and stir thoroughly.  Cover dough and rest 10 minutes.  Put dough on floured board.  Knead until 
smooth using about 1/2 cup flour for kneading.  Place in greased bowl, brush with melted butter; cover and let rise in 
warm place about 1 hour (until double in bulk).  Punch down and let rise again about 45 minutes.  Roll out 1/4 inch 
thick. Cut into 2 1/2 inch rounds. Place 1 teaspoon of jelly in the center of each half of the rounds.  Moisten edges 
with water, top each with a round and a pinch edges together.  Let rise uncovered until double in bulk, 20 – 30 
minutes.  Fry in deep fat, heated to 365 degrees, about 2 minutes, turning when underside is brown. 
 When brown on both sides, remove from fat and drain on absorbent paper.  When slightly cool coat with 
granulated sugar by tossing 2 or 3 times in a paper sack, containing a small amount of sugar.  This dough can be used 
for any form of filled doughnut or plain doughnut. 

NHS Website provides information about the                                    

society and a gallery of pictures about the 

Octagon House, Knight-Sutton displays, and 

Century Homes.  Check it out at 

www.newsteadhistoricalsociety.org 

E -MAIL NOTIFICATION AVAILABLE 
If you would like to receive notifications and 

information by e-mail, please email Linda Capan with 

NHS in the subject line to: 

membership@newsteadhistoricalsociety.org    Rest 

assured - You will not receive numerous messages; 

this is meant to be a convenience for those who 

would like it 

 

Disclaimer: I have not tested the recipes submitted for the Recipe Corner.  

They are given exactly as they appear in the cookbook in which they were 

originally published. 

 

http://www.newsteadhistoricalsociety.org/
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Newstead Historical Society 
P.O. Box 222 

Akron, New York   14001 

Office Phone:  716-542-7022 

Visit us on the Web: 

www.newsteadhistoricalsociety.org 
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