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Dear NHS members: 

 Since this is the first newsletter of 2019, I wish you all a “Happy New Year.”  It is 

hard to believe a new year has begun and a month has already slipped by. 

 This year NHS starts off with a new exhibit at the Knight-Sutton Museum.  Get 

ready for “Celebrations and Good Times”.  Sounds exciting and Akron has had some great 

celebrations over the last one hundred and seventy years so it will be a great exhibit.  

Please make sure you visit it. 

 Kudos to Marybeth Whiting and Laurel Jones who undertake planning, 

researching, and creating the wonderful exhibits housed at the KSM.  Each exhibit has 

been completed in a professional and artistic manner.  I am sure this year’s exhibit will be 

done in the same manner as in the past. 

 Programs for 2019 will be educational and interesting for all members of the 

community.  The program brochures were inserted in the December newsletter.  Hopefully 

you saved it and will be ready for each month’s presentation.  March will begin with 

“Haunted Corners: The Many Legends of Murder Creek.”  Anyone living in the area always 

wonders how the name “Murder Creek” came about.  Be aware that our presenter, Mark 

Saglian, will not be available on March 14th so the March membership meeting will be 

THURSDAY, MARCH 21 at the Newstead Town Hall.  Please mark your calendar for this 

change.  The date will be advertised in the local papers prior to the meeting. 

 The capital campaign has been successfully completed and the Board of Trustees is 

extremely grateful for all the contributions to the campaign.  MANY repairs have been 

made to the Octagon House and the Knight-Sutton Museum.  There are still a few repairs 

to be made and finished.  Keeping the two museums up takes a great deal of money.  

Although the campaign is finished, the society is always grateful for continued donations 

for the upkeep of our museums.  The Board of Trustees is very prudent in using donated 

funds.  There is a plan to put some of the donated monies into a reserve fund for future 

repairs. 

              Best wishes for a productive year. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Pearce 

 

The Preservationist 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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From the Town/Village Historian 
Donald Holmes 
 
 First let me say that we have a new Deputy 

Historian.  I hope you will join me in welcoming Bev 

Summe to her new post.  Bev brings a wealth of 

knowledge about history in general and about the 

Akron/Newstead community having lived here all 

her life. She is going to be a great help to me. 

What do we do? 

The office is responsible for encouraging an 

appreciation of the history of the community.  We 

maintain an extensive family file with information 

about families who do, or have lived in 

Akron/Newstead.  Important events that have 

occurred in family history are often reported in the 

press.  We have a big file of these clippings.  

Although genealogy is not our primary mission, we 

have a number of family trees.  Some of these are 

just a little basic information while others are 

rather extensive. 

 We also maintain community files with 

information gathered from many sources about 

what has been going on in the community since 

1802 when Peter Vandeventer built what may have 

been the first tavern in Erie County outside the 

Village of Buffalo.  This was followed quickly by the 

first general store outside Buffalo.  The general 

store building may still exist.  Do you know where 

these buildings were erected? 

 

                

 We have put together several presentations 
about the history of our town.  Are you looking for a 
program for an organization?  We might be able to 
help.  I love to talk so if you need that kind of thing, 
please let me know.  The program can be tailored to 
your interests and can be long or short depending 
upon your needs.  All of the programs come with 
many pictures. 
 

How can you help? 
 

 Many of you have, in the back of your 

closets, a gold mine of information.  We’d love to 

see it.  If you have old pictures, family histories, 

property abstracts or just memories, let’s talk.  We 

understand that you may not want to give up dear 

family items but papers and pictures can be copied 

in our office.  We’ll do it while you wait, so the 

items never leave your possession.  If you just want 

to talk about your memories, we can help with that 

also.   

How can you find us? 

1. Our office is located in the lower level of the 

Newstead Public Library. 

2. The office is open most Saturday mornings 

from 9 – noon. 

3. The office can be open nearly whenever is 

convenient for you by calling and making an 

appointment. 

   Please don’t hesitate to call me, 716-474-2629

 

ATTENTION:       DATE CHANGE FOR THE MARCH PROGRAM!! 
 

The date for the "Haunted Corners: The Many Legends of Murder Creek" program  
for March 2019 has been changed to Thursday, March 21st.  Refreshments at 6:30 pm with 
the program starting at 7 pm.  The meeting and program will still be held at the Newstead Town 
Hall, 5 Clarence Center Rd, Akron 

 
Hope to see you there! There's never an admission charge but donations are always appreciated. 



 
 

        News From  the Octagon House                                              

  by Laurel Jones                                                                                    

                                                                                    

 
Spring Opening Notes … The house will begin our season for Sunday self-guided tours from  
1-3 p.m. on April 7th this year, which is the first Sunday of the month.  However, the third Sunday of April falls 
on Easter Sunday and the house will be closed that day.  Please remember to check with us  
if you would like a private tour for an organization, friends or family at any time. We can almost always 
accommodate.  Reach me at 716-741-9633.   
 
ACS 4th Graders … Although our 4th graders tour the house every year, this time was different.  Their tours 
took place this past November just after Thanksgiving when the house was decorated for Christmas.   The 
teachers and kids really enjoyed themselves and it gave us a chance to point out some of the differences 
between our Christmas practices and expectations today as compared to those of Christmas 150-plus years 
ago.    
                                                                                       
Christmas Season 2018 … Thanks to All!   We had very well attended Sunday afternoons this past Christmas - 
the best in many years.  It’s so gratifying for those on duty when lots of people come to enjoy the house.  The 
Candlelight Tour began an hour earlier and all agreed that it helped to make the evening more pleasant and 
less congested.  It’s a good problem to have, of course, when you have lots of visitors!   As always I need to 
thank so many people and make everyone aware of the array of folks who make this possible….the NHS 
volunteers who help from start to finish with getting the Christmas boxes out, putting up the tree, distributing 
flyers, managing the publicity, decorating the house, participating as greeters, docents, singers, organist, 
bakers, and kitchen managers.   We particularly thank the choir members from Trinity South Newstead 
Church for once again lending their voices during the Candlelight Tour’s caroling.  Seeing our guests linger in 
the Dining Room and join in brings Christmas warmth to us all.    
                                                                                   
Companion Exhibit for 2019 … This year the Knight-Sutton Museum’s exhibit is titled “Celebrations and 
Good Times!”   As we have in the past we’ll feature a fun and informational placard exhibit at the house which 
complements the KSM’s exhibit.  At this writing all is a work in progress!  

 
Remember to include a visit to the Octagon House in your plans for 2019  

and support the Historical Society! 
    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Did you Know???   
The Octagon House didn’t get electricity until approximately 1940.  Our longest resident was William Gillings’ 
widow Sarah (Sadie) who lived there from 1882-1938.  Sadie was a Victorian lady who didn’t trust electricity 
running through her walls.  So, the house wasn’t electrified until after her time there.                               
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Regular Hours 
Beginning April 7th through October every Wednesday 

10:00am – 1:00pm 
1st & 3rd Sunday of each month from 1:00pm - 3:00pm. 
 

For information or answers to questions call or text 
Marybeth at 716-983-3191. 
 

 

 

                                 Knight-Sutton Exhibit 

             "Celebrations & Good Times” 

Celebrate good times, c’mon!!  Yes, the exhibit theme for the Knight Sutton 

Museum in 2019 is “Celebrations & Good Times” and work has already begun on 

the displays. Parades, holidays, band concerts, and much, much more will be 

highlighted in the exhibit including detailed information on the 1949 Akron                            

Centennial Celebration.  

We want your involvement too! The community 

is invited to share a favorite children’s birthday photo or 

a cherished wedding photo (copies only please!) that 

will be included in the exhibit.  A copy of your photo 

can be brought to the museum at 123 Main Street, or 

sent to Marybeth Whiting, 7086 Cedar Street, Akron; or 

digital copy emailed to marybethwhiting@verizon.net    

The museum is currently closed for the winter season but will re-open with the new exhibit on Sunday, 

April 7th from 1:00pm-3:00pm. 

 
 AS OF FEBRUARY 1, 2019 

  

Sympathy 

We are saddened to report the recent passing of 
the following member of our Society, and we 
extend our sincerest condolences to her family and 
friends: 
 

Lucille Kruschke       January 23, 2019  
  

Membership 

WELCOME to the following NEW 2019 ANNUAL MEMBERS: 
 

 Kevin & Edna Scherf 
 Elizabeth Palizay 
 Don & Laurie Baldwin 
 Mary Ellen Stanley 
 Gene Wolak 
    

Memorials  were given for E.J. Ottney, Dutch Kopp, 

Kelsey & Dorothy Webster Family, Adolph Bassanello, Don 
Whiting and Cortland & Helen Tinkman, Leonard & Darcy 
Clary, Jim Stapleton, Geraldine Meahl, Dale Dawson Stone, 
Diana Smith, Doug & Millicent Burg, Forrest & Helen Reber, 
Jane Richardson Tschachtli, Doug Scarborough, Marshall 
Tyler, Helen Kraatz, Eugene & Elaine Hofmeier, and 
Kathleen Sylor. 

 Donations  were given by Walter & Diane 

Rosonowski, Marianne Morris, Gretchen & Dean Moore, 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Vitale, Don & MaryJane Shonn, Pat 
Pearce, James Calnan, Sue Nicholas, Pat Paxon, Jim & Mary 
Ann Schneider, Lois Kreher, Elaine Frey, Darryl Murszewski 
Family, Bill & Marge Rebrovich, Laurel Jones, Dana Connell, 
William & Nancy O’Donnell, Mark & Karen Wilson, Bob & 
Pam Overfield, Pat McCann, Allie Whiting, Carol 
Hutchinson, Barbara TInney, Beverly Fish, Rodger & Diane 
Brown, Dennis Freeman, Lori Heim, Linda O’Brien, Jim 
Webster, Mona Rudolph, David & Carol Weidman, Rev. 
David Baker, James Styn & Sandra Corrie, Winifred Meahl, 
Christine Kraatz, Richard & Annette Komroy, Chris 
Whitmarsh, Culligan – Pat Keppler, Gerald & Joan Summe, 
Jim & Roberta Lobur, Sharon Beyer, Jean Wilson, Barbara 
Guancial, Dennis & Collette Remington, Peter Forrestel and 
Ray & Marian Schmigel. 
 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORMS AND ANNUAL LETTER 
HAVE BEEN MAILED FOR 2019 
 
Annual members please renew at your earliest 
convenience.  Membership year runs from January 1, 2019 
to December 31, 2019.

 
Memorials or Donations to the Society can be made by 
using the same envelope. 

LATE NOTICES WILL BE MAILED THIS MONTH
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Programs 

March 21: (NOTE NEW DATE)  

“Haunted Corners: The many Legends of Murder Creek.”  There is perhaps no greater mystery in Akron 

lore than how the stream that winds its way through the Town of Newstead got its name.  Researcher 

and storyteller Mark Saglian will explore several origin stories and examine the most widely accepted 

version, Uriah Cummings’ account, published in 1906 and titled “The Haunted Corners” (Program at the 

Newstead Town Hall) 

April 7:  

Rich-Twinn Octagon House Opens.  This is a truly special house that Charles Rich built right here on Main 

Street and it always needs our support.  We welcome visitors on Sunday afternoons (1:00-3:00pm) for 

self-guided tours.  Also available for large to small group tours at virtually any mutually agreed upon day 

and time.  Group tours or tours for visiting family and friends by calling 716-542-7022. 

April 7:  

Knight-Sutton Museum Opens.  For over a century and a half now, Akron’s citizens have celebrated 
andshared great times together.  This year we re-live these wonderful community traditions through 
historic photos and displays, memorabilia, newspaper articles and for many, our memories.  Beginning 
April 7th through October every Wednesday 10:00am – 1:00pm and the 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month 
from 1:00pm - 3:00pm.  Remember and watch a community smile. 
 

April 11:  

“A Conversation with Theodore Roosevelt.”   Presenter Mark Carra invites you to come and have an 

intimate conservation with Theodore Roosevelt, the 26th President of the United States of America and 

the youngest.  Struggles with his health as a child, his deep love of learning and his world-wide 

adventures contribute to the many layers of this beloved President.  Live animals will help Mark 

illuminate Roosevelt’s passion for the world of nature. (Program at the Newstead Town Hall) 

May 9:  

“D-Day” Teacher and historian Greg Kinal will present the background, planning and execution of the 

largest amphibious assault in modern history.  He will emphasize Ike’s planning and the complications 

that could and did affect the lives of thousands of troops. (Program at the Newstead Town Hall) 

 

Scholarship 

 It’s not too early to be thinking about the annual NHS Scholarship.  The scholarship is available for 

qualifying high school seniors who live in the Akron/Newstead area.  The criteria for the $ 300 scholarship is 

the following: “Senior with an interest in history, a track record of community service, and a need for 

financial assistance.”  The information will be given to seniors in the next few months. 

 



 

 

 

 

CENTURY LANDMARK #11 

The Newstead Historical Society is pleased to announce the designation of Century Landmark status to 
the building at    14 Exchange Street owned by Max Brady. Landmark status, as opposed to Century Home status, 
is awarded to buildings determined to have been open to and served the public in some capacity such as a 
business. This will be Century Landmark number 11. 

Once the home of the Corbett Brothers Concrete Block Company the business operated from 1946 until 
approximately 2004 according to Christine Corbett, a family member.  It was established after WWII by three 
brothers: William, Laverne and Jim Corbett. It was initially in the garage of their sister Jeannette and later moved 
to 14 Exchange, according to the family genealogy.  

Corbett Brothers manufactured and sold plain, rock face and chimney concrete blocks. Rock face blocks 
are commonly used for foundations. The business also poured concrete for sidewalks and building floors, laid 
stone for driveways and dirt for lawns and gardens. Many homes and businesses in the Akron/Buffalo area used 
their materials for their foundations.  

Various members of the extended family and earlier ancestors were also involved in the construction 
industry. Floyd Corbett, (the father of the three boys who started the business) was a retired carpenter. Daniel 
Corbett (1811-1899) originally worked for Belger and Corbett Lumberyard on Bloomingdale Avenue which later 
became Corbett Lumber and Builders Supply. Daniel's son Ulysses (1869-1959) was a home builder said to be 
responsible for building 31 homes in the Akron-Buffalo area. 

The Corbett Brothers produced the concrete blocks on site at 14 Exchange with a huge cement mixer in 
the barn-garage. The barn-garage wraps around both sides of what is now a home converted into apartments. 
The lower level of the barn-garage has enough space for at least 6 vehicles. The office for the business was on the 
Liberty Street side of the building. A recent tour of the barn-garage revealed templates for bricks and a few old 
office records including passbooks from the Bank of Akron reflecting deposits of company receipts in the 1950's 
and 1960's.  An old, narrow metal tool chest runs the length of an entire wall.  

The home itself was built in 1876. It was a single family home until being converted into apartments. 
Floyd Corbett lived there for 42 years according to a 1970's newspaper article.  The kitchen in the upstairs 
apartment has a charming feature among its many kitchen cabinets and that is a small narrow closet containing a 
drop down wooden ironing board. The foundation of part of the building, as well as the chimney and garage are, 
of course, made of concrete blocks.  There is an old cistern surrounded by a fieldstone wall. There are many built 
in cabinets once used for canning and storage. Scattered on the floor are some old metal signs advertising 
"Sakrete Mortar Mix" reflecting its history.   

The Newstead Historical Society is pleased to add this building owned by Max Brady to our roster of 
Century Landmarks. 
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By Pat Rodrigues 



 

 

 
The Newstead Historical Society is pleased to 

announce the designation of 92 John Street as Century 
House # 108.  This home, recently purchased by William 
and Keelin (Brady) Adams, appears on both the 1889 
and 1894 Sanborn maps.  It was originally a one 
family home and was converted to apartments, it is 
believed, sometime in the 1930's.  It is complimented by 
a carriage barn with a second floor hayloft. 

In 1951 it was purchased by Hugo Caporali and 
for 65 years after that it remained in the 
Caporali/Matusek family’s ownership - from father to 
daughter to grandson.  Other family members occupied 
the apartments for many years. 

It was the childhood home of Diane Caporali 
Matusek who lived there from 1946-1967. One of her 
childhood memories is that there was a cement step on 
the John Street side of the property - the kind used for 
getting into and out of carriages.  Diane recalls being 
given a pair of wooden, clog-like shoes. She used to tap 
dance on the cement steps.  Across the street lived a  
 
 
2018 

 
woman with six children who politely asked Diane’s 
mom if she could "reschedule" Diane's dance time so she 
could more successfully put her children down for naps.  
It seems they preferred to watch Diane dance.  

The Adams' purchased this property in 2017 and 
in setting up his workshop Mr. Adams found a set of 
keys on a key ring belonging to a 1955 Chevy. The car 
that went to those keys was a graduation present to 
Diane from her dad in 1965.  She recalls what a thrill it 
was to get it, even though it was an older car, because it 
was such an extravagant gift. 

The first owner of record on any map is M. 
Horton and that matches the abstract of title.  However 
since the bulk of the ownership was in the Caporali-
Matusek family the home will be known as the Caporali-
Adams Century Home #108. 

This is the first time the historical society has 
awarded the Century Home and Landmark designation 
to brother and sister homeowners simultaneously.     
Max Brady of Century Landmark #11 and Keelin Adams 
are brother and sister. 
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Century Home #108 
 

 

By Pat Rodrigues 



The capital campaign 

exceeded our goal! 

 

We collected over 

$160,000 
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NHS Website provides information about the                            

society and a gallery of pictures about the Octagon 

House, Knight-Sutton displays, and Century 

Homes.  Check it out at 

www.newsteadhistoricalsociety.org  

E -MAIL NOTIFICATION AVAILABLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to receive notifications and information by e-mail, please send a note to Carole 

Borchert with NHS in the subject line to caroleborchert@gmail.com.  Rest assured - You will not receive 

numerous messages; this is meant to be a convenience for those who would like it.    

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE SOCIETY! 
 

Newstead Historical Society 
P.O. Box 222 

Akron, New York   14001 

Office Phone:  716-542-7022 

Visit us on the Web: 

www.newsteadhistoricalsociety.org  
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2018 NHS Executive Board 
 
President            Patricia Pearce 542-4191 

Vice President            Harold Finger 542-4835 
Treasurer                         Annette Komroy 542-4714 
Recording Secretary                        Kimberley Burg 907-2720 

Membership Secretary           Carole Borchert 542-2296 
 

Trustees 
Trustees 2017-2019            Trustees: 2018-2020            Trustees: 2019-2021 

 David Wakeman             John Jendrowski    Dottie Routledge 

 Mary Sellers Hanley              Linda Capan        Pat Rodrigues 
 Bea Carey             Adam Burg     Jannette Potera 

  

Directors and Committees 
 
Rich-Twinn Octagon House Director  Laurel Jones 
Knight-Sutton Museum Director  Marybeth Whiting 
Publicity     Michele Asmus 

Website     Colleen Salmon 
Sales      
Century Homes & Landmarks  Pat Rodrigues 
Newsletter     Julie Brady 

Town and Village Historian   Donald Holmes                                                                 

 

The Newstead Historical Society deeply appreciates the support of the County of Erie, the Town of 

Newstead, our members and the community at large. 

 

 

http://www.newsteadhistoricalsociety.org/
http://www.newsteadhistoricalsociety.org/


 


