


THURSDAYS IN AUGUST AT 7 PM
Lyrics on the Lawn is back! Bring your family and friends to enjoy our highly anticipated FREE summer concert series. 

Don’t forget to grab your lawn chairs and blankets! 
FREE popcorn will be served by the Friends of the Library and bottled water will be available for $1.

Samuel Nalangira Trio – World
August 4
A native of Uganda, East Africa; Samuel Nalangira is a folk/world musician, dancer and 
choreographer who has been performing and teaching since the age of 15. He is a multi-
instrumentalist and a master at many traditional instruments including the Adungu from 
Northern Uganda, Akogo from Eastern Uganda, Endingidi, percussion and Ngoni. 

Carolyn Koebel has been exploring rhythm and vibration for the past thirty years. Her early 
studies are rooted in the Western traditions, while the past 20 years have found her slowly 
traversing the globe in search of indigenous folk roots and traditional rhythmic materials 
from Latin & South America, West Africa and the Middle East, and all points in-between. 

Calabogie Road – Bluegrass
August 11
Sponsored by the Friends of the Otsego District Library
Calabogie Road is a true West Michigan favorite. As veterans of Michigan’s Bluegrass 
scene, going back to 1983 and earlier, the members of Calabogie Road truly enjoy 
every minute onstage and there is always something for everybody at their concerts. 
Hot pickin’ from Mark’s mandolin and Ian’s banjo, exciting fiddling from Marten, the 
very best rhythm guitar around from Ruth, and a solid bass line from John make for 
some exciting shows!  Throw in their great harmonies and humor and what have you 
got?  THE CALABOGIE ROAD experience!

Jesse Ray and the Carolina Catfish – Rock N’ Roll, Blues, Swing
August 18
“Jesse Ray and The Carolina Catfish are a brilliant Americana rock duo with sounds 
that spill energy into your ears!” Jesse Ray and the Carolina Catfish is a 2015 Jammie 
award winning Rock-N-Roll band. 

Founded in the fall of 2013. The band is known for their Elvis-style vocals, fantastic 
guitar riffs, splitting harmonica, and danceable drumming. Jesse Ray and the Carolina 
Catfish are now performing their hypnotic rock music across the United States.

Nicholas James Trio – Americana Rock
August 25
Singer-songwriter Nicholas James Thomasma is a Grand Rapids native and a 
Michigander to the core. His albums chronicle the singers travels, usually in his bright 
orange VW Bus as he collects stories and musical influences along the way. With songs 
written from experiences as far and different as working on a farm in California to a 
late night conversation with a bartender in Madrid, Spain, the album spans the musical 
globe from Folk to Rock to Reggae. With tales about the open road, the temperate 
midwest weather, love, loss and surviving on the kindness of strangers, this is the 
music you want at your backyard BBQ or around your campfire on a Saturday night.



ADULT PROGRAMS
Deer Hunting: New and Unusual Buck Tactics 
Presented by Fred Abbas with A-Way Hunting
Thursday, September 15 at 7 PM
Fred is well known for developing his own unique and innovative deer hunting tactics 
that he will share in this program. Participants will learn how to:

• Create long lasting bedding areas based on trail camera time frames. 
• Profile certain bucks. 
• Use oak trees to produce maximum hunter success. 
• Condition mature bucks into using certain trails. 
• Develop a new tactic using “cluster scrapes” to force nocturnal or pressured 

bucks into making a mistake. 
• Use never before seen techniques of attractant scent. 
• Use “Mock Scrapes”, the deadliest tactic of all, as a form of communication 

between deer throughout the year. See how we can virtually ask a buck a series of 
questions, and see how the bucks are forced to respond. 

Deer hunters, both bow and gun, will not want to miss this highly acclaimed speaker!

Michigan’s Haunted Lighthouses
Presented by Dianna Stampfler
of Promote Michigan 
Thursday, October 20 at 7 PM
What is it about lighthouses that attract ghostly 
spirits? Maybe it’s simply a passion that will 
not go away. Lighthouse keepers were known 
to be extremely dedicated to their profession 
and it seems that many were never able to 
give it up — even after death. 

More than 30 lighthouses in Michigan are 
rumored to be haunted. From the smell of 
cigar smoke at Seul Choix Point Light, to the 
mysterious housekeeping at White River 
Light Station, and the antics at Waugoshance 
Shoal, these stories will entertain all ages. 
This popular program is coming from 
the pages of Michigan’s Haunted 
Lighthouses — a book written by 
Dianna Stampfler.

Preparing for Retirement Series
Presented by Ginger Titus, 
Financial Advisor at Edward Jones
Social Security: Your Questions Answered
Thursday, September 29 at 7 PM
An introduction of Medicare coverage, available options for 
supplemental health care, and long-term care insurance.

Health Care & Your Retirement * GUEST SPEAKERS
Thursday, October 27 at 7 PM
Elizabeth Robinson, Attorney at Law & Miranda Pearson, 
Medicare State Representative
A discussion on how to maximize Social Security benefit 
amounts for the individual and spouse based on age, life 
expectancy, employment, and needs.

Preparing Your Estate Plan * GUEST SPEAKER
Elizabeth Robinson, Attorney at Law
Thursday, November 17 at 7 PM
A basic overview of estate planning - account registration, 
beneficiary designation, will, trust, tax information, life 
insurance, and TOD.

Honeybee Basics
Presented by the Kalamazoo Bee Club
Thursday, November 3 at 7 PM

By the time a person becomes an adult they normally know a little something about honeybees. They know 
they are good for the planet as a pollinator insect and they sting. They may even know that honeybees are 
in peril due to a host of issues. 

Are you interested in knowing more about starting your own hive, what causes colony collapse, what 
goes on inside a beehive, or what you can do to save the bees? Get the answers to these questions and so 
much more from a beekeeper from the Kalamazoo Bee Club. You don’t want to miss it!



ADULT PROGRAMS

Book Clubs
2nd Monday Book Club
Meets on the 2nd Monday at 2 PM
August 8 Educated
  Tara Westover

September 12   The Garden Collection
  Christina Thompson  

October 17        Before We Were Yours
  Lisa Wingate

(Note: Date change due to library being closed)

November 14   The All-Girl Filling
  Station’s Last Reunion
  Fannie Flagg

December  12   Read A Book of Your Choice

January 9         The Rubber Woman
  Lindsay Ashford

Non-Fiction Book Club
Meets on the 2nd Wednesday at 6 PM
July 13  Satch, Dizzy, & Rapid Robert 
  Timothy M. Gay

August 10 The Escape Artists 
  Neal Bascomb

September 14 The Dynasty
  Jeff Benedict

October 12 The Cast Ridge
  McKay Jenkins

November 9 The Bully Pulpit
  Doris Kearns

December 14  Read A Book of Your Choice

January 11 The Nine
  Jeffrey Toobin

Creative Café - Wooden Signs
Presented by Judi Hayward -Snell 
of 2Creative Art Studio in Plainwell
Friday, November 4 and Saturday, November 5
9:30 AM – 12 PM (both days)

(An afternoon class will open if these classes fill.)

Create a beautiful wooden sign for 
your home, the holidays, or as a gift. 
Cost is $20 and pre-registration is 
required (non-refundable). You will be 
able to choose from three different 
patterns, learn to make a bow to 
add to your sign, and add some 
embellishments if desired. 

Cost of the class covers 
the instruction, your 
finished wooden art, and 
refreshments. These 
classes are for adults 
only unless special 
permission is given.

Tiny Art
Gallery

Middle School • High School • Adult

Create a tiny art piece to display in the 
library. You could win Best in Show or 
Most Creative in the Adult Category!

 Read the details on the
Teen/Tween page.

Crafting Corner
August - December
Meets on the 4th Wednesday from 1 - 2 PM
Crafting in community… come create and work on your 
projects with your friends and neighbors while enjoying 
a cup of coffee. Bring along your own 
projects (that you can do on your lap) and 
supplies – knitting, crocheting, 
cross-stitching, coloring, sketching, 
etc. We will gather on the 
comfortable chairs in the corner 
of the library by the fireplace and 
chat while we create.

Coffee and Conversations
August - December
Meets on the 3rd Friday from 10 - 11 AM

Let’s build community by sharing coffee and 
conversations! Coffee and light refreshments will 
be ready for you to enjoy at the library while we 
discuss current topics, books you’ve enjoyed, or 
whatever else you want to chat about. 



TEEN/TWEEN PROGRAMS
•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •    •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •  

Teen/Tween programs are now on Thursdays at 4 PM!

Teen/Tween events do not meet on holiday weeks or if Otsego Schools are closed.

VolunTEENs
Middle School – High School

Volunteer at your library to 
earn service credit hours for 
school or building a resume 
for future job searches. Stop 
by during open library hours 
for a training session and to 
begin volunteering. 

Teen Scene
September 15 – November 17
1st & 3rd Thursday at 4 PM
Middle School – High School 

Hang out with us each week as we play games, 
watch movies, eat snacks, and create some 
lasting memories. We will be featuring several 
Nintendo Switch consoles and tabletop games.

Art Hub 
Teen/Tween Craft Club
October 13 – November 10
2nd Thursday at 4 PM
Middle School – High School 

Join us for drawing, painting, 
crafting and more! The crafts 
at these meetups are more 
advanced and picked with 
teens and tweens in mind. No 
registration necessary.

Sweet and Salty Books
Teen/Tween Book Club

September 22 – October 27
4th Thursday at 4 PM 

Each month we'll get together to discuss what we are reading 
over snacks! Not everyone likes to read the same books so we 
let you choose the book you want to read and share with the 
group – your books, your choice! 

Need a suggestion? Ask a staff member about new and popular 
book titles in the teen, juvenile, and young adult sections!

Tiny Art Gallery 
Middle School • High School • Adult

Let’s get creative! Pick-up a tiny canvas from the library at the beginning of September to 
participate in the Tiny Art Gallery. Participants will take a canvas home and create a work of art 
to be displayed in the library. Use any medium: paint, colored pencil, oil pastel, multimedia, etc. 

There will be three age groups (middle school, high school, and adult) and two categories (best 
in show and most creative). Canvases can be picked up September 1 - October 31. Return your 
completed canvas any time throughout the month of October. Art will be on display through 
November and library patrons will vote on their favorite art pieces. Submissions can be picked 
up beginning December 1.

After Hours Halloween Party
Friday, October 28 from 6 – 8 PM
Something is brewing… a wicked good time just 
for teens and tweens! All Hallows’ Eve is almost 
upon us, so hop on your broomstick and fly on 
over to the library for an after-hours Halloween 
party! Our bewitching evening of fun will consist 
of pizza, refreshments, games, hide-and-seek 
in the dark, costume contest, and of course… 
CANDY! All teens and tweens are welcome – no 
registration necessary. 

GRINCHmas Cookie Party 
Thursday, December 1 at 4 PM
Decorate cookies with icing, sprinkles, and 
candy as we watch The Grinch! Cookies will 
be premade and all you have to do is decorate 
to your holiday heart’s content! All teens and 
tweens are welcome – no registration necessary. 



CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

STEAM Stations
September 13 - November 15 • Tuesdays at 4 PM
Kindergarten – 5th Grade
Discover STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) 
concepts at several fun stations. Drop in each week and choose one or 
more stations to investigate and explore. 
Note: Children age 7 and under will need adult supervision – Children age 10 and under must have an adult in the building.

Happy Harvest Party and Book Walk
Saturday, October 15 at 10 AM
Preschool – 5th Grades
Enjoy the fall season while you FALL in love with your library and books! Participants will walk around 
a path in time to music, which plays for a duration and then stops. A number is drawn at random and 
called out, and the person standing on that number wins a book! But since this idea originated as a 
cake walk, we will have cupcakes for a treat! 

Tiny Art Gallery Junior
Preschool • Kindergarten - 2nd Grades • 3rd - 5th Grades

Let’s get creative! Pick-up a tiny canvas from the 
library at the beginning of September to participate 
in the Tiny Art Gallery. Participants will take their 
canvas home and create a work of art to be displayed 
in the library. Use any medium to create your art 
piece: paint, colored pencil, oil pastel, multimedia.

There will be three age groups (preschool, 
kindergarten - 2nd grade, and 3rd - 5th grades) and 
two categories (best in show and most creative). 
Canvases can be picked up September 1 - October 31. 
Return your completed canvas any time throughout 
the month of October. 

Art will be on display 
through November and 
library patrons will vote 
on their favorite art pieces. 
Submissions can be picked 
up beginning December 1.

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Early Literacy Fundraiser
Tuesday, December 27 – Saturday, January 21
You’ve got a Golden Ticket for fun this winter at your library! 
Sponsored by generous donations from local businesses, the 
library’s large program room will be transformed into a life-size 
Wonka factory. 

Tour the factory with 
your family and play 
a game based on the 
beloved books by Roald 
Dahl. 

The library collects 
a free-will donation 
during this event which 
will go towards new 
children’s materials. You 
don’t want to miss out 
on this SWEET event!

Music & Movement
Wednesdays at 10 AM 
September 14 - November 16 
Ages 0 - 5 
Young children will sing, dance, play 
interactive games, and enjoy sensory 
activities in this lively, musical class.

Storytime
Thursdays at 10 AM
September 15 - November 17
Ages 0 - 5
Autumn stories, songs, and crafts 
will help children FALL in love 
with Storytime and their library!

Tiny Tots
Tuesdays at 10 AM 
September 13 - November 15 
Ages 0 - 24 Months
Babies and their caregivers will 
learn fun songs, hear a story, and 
play with their new friends!



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES

Friends of the Library
Thank you for donating gently used books and puzzles to Twice Told Tales - Friends of the 
Library Bookstore!  Please continue to use the Donation Drop-Off Bin behind the library.  
The bin is accessible 24/7, has a security camera, and is lit at night.  We appreciate your 
faithful, generous donations!    

Due to health concerns, the Friends cannot accept materials that are moldy, musty, or 
water damaged.  These items (as well as paper recycle) can go in the PaperGator containers 
behind the building.  Recycling funds directly support the library. 

Interested in volunteering? Fill out a volunteer application - available at the circulation desk.  New members are encouraged 
to attend Friends’ meetings. 

Friends of the Library Meetings
August 15 @ 1 PM
November 14 @ 1 PM

Overstock Sale
Friday, October 14 - Saturday, October 15
(during library hours)

OCEANS OF POSSIBILITIES

Summer Reading Program Recap
We had another great Summer Reading Program and are so proud of all of our amazing 
readers. Congratulations  to all of our lucky FINtastic Grand Prize Winners! 

Thank you to this year’s generous sponsors:
Friends of the Otsego Library (Finisher Prize Books), Meijer (Gift Cards), Otsego Main 
Street and many local  business (Finding Nemo & Finding Dory Friends Participation), 
Arby’s (Free Shake Coupons), Culver’s (Free Custard Coupons), Dairy Freeze (Free Cone 
Coupons), and  Pizza Hut (Free Pizza Coupons).

Thank You For Memorial Donations
We would like to acknowledge several additional large donations in memory of Pauline (DeGood) 
Baldwin! Thank you to the family of Pauline which allowed us to purchase $1000 in beginning chapter 
books that boys might like, and another combined $1000 to purchase many new children’s books to 
stock the shelves, including books about libraries and cats (Pauline’s favorites), and 8 new Vox books 
(picture books that read aloud).

We also recently received multiple memorial donations to honor the legacy of Janis Zimmerman. 
We were able to purchase materials in some of her favorite topics, as well as 11 new children’s Vox 
books with these donations. If you would like to honor your loved one with a memorial donation, 
nameplates will be put inside all the materials purchased in their honor.

Monetary Donations: Remember the Library in your Annual Giving
If you are able, please consider the library in your annual giving. Monetary donations of any 
amount go a long way – towards books, materials, programs, and many of the great services 
you enjoy at the Otsego District Library! Since the library has gone fine free, it would be 
wonderful if those who are able to give remember their library during their annual giving. 
All donations are appreciated and acknowledged in any amount. If you are interested in 
making a donation to your library, you can drop off or send a check to: 

Otsego District Library
401 Dix Street
Otsego, MI 49078.
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Residential Customer

Staff Training
October 10

Thanksgiving
November 24 - 26

Christmas
December 24 - 26

New Years
December 31 - January 2

HOLIDAY HOURS
The library will be CLOSED on the following holidays. 

FALL IN LOVE WITH YOUR LIBRARY!
Today, while working on the desk, I heard a little girl say to her mother, “I don’t want to go 
home. I never want to leave - it’s fun here.” Often we see little ones crying (or even yelling!) 
when it is time to leave the library for the day. My hope would be that you too have that kind 
of spirit of love for your library. Not the yelling and tears side of it, but the true love for all the 
wisdom your library offers you and the knowledge of how much fun your library can be as 
well as the realization that the library is the place to be!

There is such a beautiful collection and wealth of resources waiting here for you to explore. 
There are not many places left in our communities where the whole goal is for you to learn, 
grow, and have some fun - not needing to spend money to do so. We are so excited about 
our fall program lineup and all that it has to offer, as well as the return of Lyrics on the Lawn! 

I hope that you stop by soon to “fall in love with your library” and see what all the excitement 
is about!

Andrea Estelle,
Library Director

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday • Tuesday • Friday 9 AM – 6 PM

Wednesday • Thursday  9 AM – 7 PM

Saturday   9 AM – 3 PM

Check our website and social media pages 
for updates or emergency closings.

Sponsor a VOX™ Book!  
VOX™ Books enable children to listen to an audio recording 
directly from a printed book – no computer, no tablet, and 
no phone. The books have an audio reader attached to the 
front cover of the book, controlled by a push button, which 
allows your child to listen and read along. VOX™ readers are a simple yet powerful literacy tool that children love. Studies 
have shown that VOX™ Books users improve their reading comprehension by 75% and improve their reading accuracy by 
over 50%. Search “VOX™ Books” in our online catalog to check out the books we have recently added to this awesome 
new collection! 

Families can sponsor a VOX™ book for a $40 donation and have their name added on the nameplate to the title they 
sponsor! You can pick a book from our wish-list or have the library surprise you with our selection.


