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News of New Haven United Methodist Church 
 

 Our Mission: “Making Disciples for Jesus Christ in the world, by being God’s Love in Action” 
Our Vision:  “to be a community of heart and soul”  

 

5603 S. New Haven Avenue, Tulsa, OK. 74135                                             
 Phone: 918-743-6491     ~    FAX: 918-743-9306 

Here at New Haven UMC we are seeking to become a 
community of heart and soul.  When I consider that vision, I 
see three parts.  The first part is community, the second is 
heart, and the third part is soul.  Today I want to talk with 
you about the second.  What does it mean for us to use that 
word “heart” in our vision?   

I think the word “heart” connects us directly to the life and 
witness of Jesus Christ, and the reason we look to Him as our 

Lord.  John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that He sent his son Jesus.”  Love 
is the reason Jesus came.  God’s love for humanity.  God was not content to leave us 
in the morass of sin, but instead became vulnerable, taking on the form and nature of 
human kind, to show us exactly what it means to love.  

What does Jesus life teach us about love?  By His word and example we learn that love 
is having compassion for the marginalized.  Love is caring, even for a stranger.  Love is 
seeking justice for those who are oppressed.  Love is not just surrounding ourselves 
with people like us, who agree with us and idolize us, but embraces difference.  Love 
sees value in diversity.  Love seeks the well being of all people.  Love is willing to 
sacrifice for others.  When we tell the world we are seeking to “be a community of 
heart and soul” we are telling our neighbors that we care, that we recognize there are 
inequities, that we are committed to working towards justice, that we love, and that 
we are willing to make sacrifices.  What do we have to do to make that happen? 

Grace and Peace, 
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Friends, 

On Wednesday some of our men from New 
Haven UMC gathered at the Silver Skillet 
located at 8228 E 61st St. Suite 114, Tulsa, Ok 
74133 and enjoyed breakfast and conversation 
together.  Our purpose is to provide fellowship, 
spiritual connection, and possibly the opportunity for us to engage in some mission/church 
work together in the future.  We don’t have an official name for the group, since we are not 
a chartered United Methodist Men’s unit, but it has been suggested that we might dub 
ourselves “Romeos,” an acronym for Retired Old Men Eating Out!  Whether you are 
retired or not, old or not, you are invited to join us at 9 a.m. on March 2nd at the Silver 
Skillet for breakfast with the Romeos. 
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Children's Sunday School and Children's Church have been on hold while we wait for the COVID 
numbers to go back down. We've been here before, so luckily we already have resources in place! I 
will continue to post a Sermon of the week in our Children's Church at Home Facebook group along 
with other resources for parents. If you haven't already, I encourage you to click around in the 
Facebook group. There are many resources available for families! If any of our members come across 
anything that you think might be particularly fitting to post (an article for parents, an idea for helping 
our children with self-expression, a devotional, a great book, etc.), please post in our group! I would 
like for this to be a communal, albeit virtual, space. Upon our return to the building, be on the 
lookout for volunteer opportunities. There will be a table with rotating sign up sheets for things like 
Sunday School, Children's Moment, and Children's Church leaders. This is also where you will find the 
volunteer sign up for our seasonal community events like the Easter Egg Hunt, which is coming up on 
April 16th from 10am to noon!  
 
Pastor James and Sami are partnering with Jenks UMC to do a Confirmation Class beginning on 
February 20th at 2:30 pm. For those youth children interested, classes will be held at Jenks First UMC 
and we will transport the participants from the Church to Jenks in the church bus. (bus will leave at 
2:00 pm) Please contact Pastor James by February 15th if your child would like to participant 
at jbgraham@clergy.okumc.org.  
 

The New Haven Day School relaunch is moving right along! Enrollment opens this week, on the 16th 
and we are hoping to offer tours the following week (assuming painters are finished and rooms are 
ready). I am currently looking into staff and volunteers for summer (June & July) and the 2022-23 
school year for the preschool and school age programs. I am committed to offering quality teachers 
and support members to our community and I know that many can be found right here in our 
congregation. Do you know any amazing teachers who would be interested in part-time employment? 
I encourage you to search your heart and consider your gifts...perhaps you have a green thumb? 
Studies have shown that gardening is particularly grounding for children and the potential lessons are 
endless. Maybe you would like to host a story time? Do you speak a second language? (Parents love 
this one!) Are you called to lead chapel for our littles? Maybe you could just come and lend a helping 
hand where needed? There will be so many opportunities to share God's love with these children. My 
hope is that it will have a ripple effect in their lives and the lives of the people around them while 
bringing joy to your heart in the process. The love and knowledge they receive at New Haven will 
stay with them forever! 
 

Proverbs 22:6 
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
          

**SAVE THE DATE** 
4/16/22 10 am-noon EASTER EGG HUNT 

6/7/22 FIRST DAY OF DAY SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP 
7/4/22 10 am-noon 4TH OF JULY BIKE PARADE 

8/1/22-8/4/22  5-7:30 pm (dinner served at 5) VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
8/7/22 VBS SUNDAY 

10/29/22 4-6 pm FALL FESTIVAL 
 
Brittany Fox 
Director of Family Ministry 
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Your Children’s Ministry Council is excited about the progress being 
made to relaunch the Day School. As you were told in last month’s 
Spire, the Day School will begin with pre-school age summer camps 
(one in June and the other in July). This fall, we will add an after-
school program for Carnegie Elementary School children and 
continue with a pre-school program with two and three-day options 
available. Brittany Fox is our new Director. She comes with a wealth 
of experience and has enthusiastically jumped in and has gotten the 
Day School moving into the 21st century with technology – from 
online enrollment; parents paying online; emailing reports to 
parents; revamping website information; and so much more. 

Brittany is currently setting up appointments to tour our facility for those interested in considering our 
Day School to meet their needs. 

Speaking of our facility – check out the children’s wing on the first floor and see the changes that are 
occurring and will continue to occur for some time. New coats of paint are being put on the walls in the 
hallways and the classrooms. Doors and lighting are being fixed. Ceiling tiles are being replaced. 
Classes and closets are being “spruced up”! 

The Day School is helping New Haven UMC to live out our vision of being a “Community of Heart and 
Soul”. Would you like to join in? Volunteers for the Day School are welcome. You will need to have 
completed the Safe Sanctuary training; have a current background check on file; and have received 
your vaccinations and booster for Covid-19. Do you know someone who may want to teach at our 
school? Do you know parents that need a day school? Would you like to read to children? Do you want 
to help a teacher in the classroom on certain days or at certain times? Would you be interested in 
serving or leading a children’s ministry event? Do you have time to give to the school in the classroom 
or office? Maybe you are willing to help clean the rooms for tours? There are so many ways to support 
this program and live out our vision. Please talk to Brittany Fox or anyone of the Day School Task Force 
team (Tonya, Paula, Tracy, Carolyn) if you have questions or are ready to dive in and offer your help. 
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A big THANK  YOU  to those who participated and shared their cooking skills for the meal taken to the 
Day Center on January 31.  And a special thank you to Kathryn and Jerry Fisher who organized and 
delivered the large cooker of chicken and spaghetti, several dishes of green bean and tomato salad, 
garlic bread, cookies, brownies and cakes. 
 

Enough to feed 80………. it can’t be done without help….those who cook, those who deliver, those who 
donate, those who spend their time to show love when there is time of need, thank you. 
 

  Mary Harrison                                        Susan and Jim Harris 

    Chuck Berry                                          Adriaan and Marianne Duiveman    

     Lou Lindsey                                          Danny Hall 

    Carolyn Toalson                                    Susan Lamkin 

   Donita Gray                                         Linda Stockstill  

Stacey Schifferdecker                            Rev. Suzanne Davis 

Barbara Smith             Pastor James Graham 
 

Thanks Lou Lindsey and Donita Gray for taking a pic of a few before the bus left the church. 

And…. Thank you Pastor James for the three large sheet cakes and for driving the van to the Day Center 
to deliver the food. 

Mark your calendar, the next date New Haven UMC will provide food 
 for the Day Center will be May 30th. 
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Visit our website: 
www.newhavenumc.org 

Find us on Facebook or        
Worship with us on  

www.livestream.com/
newhaventulsa 

Marion Wilkerson   Tom Black 
Jan & Doyle Boyd    Guy & Jan Duffield 
Karyn Maio      Jean Roberts   
Ron Unterschuetz    Mike Workman & Christene O’Toole 
Kelly Sartain     Don Gregory 
Greg Gotcher    Dodie Wood 
Marissa Foster 

            
                     
 

 
Phone: 918-743-6491  

FAX: 918-743-9306 
Rev. James Graham, Sr. Pastor james.graham@newhavenumc.org  
Cynthia Edelman, Business Manager cynthia.edleman@newhavenumc.org 
Stephen Merrick, Music Director elephantmanmusic@gmail.com 
Teresa Roberts, Organist                  teresadiane26@yahoo.com         
Brittany Fox, Director of Family Ministries brit8519@yahoo.com 
Oscar Sturgeon,  Custodian  918-595-5460 (cell) 
Volunteer Desk office@newhavenumc.org            
Carol Morgan, SPIRE Editor c.f.morgan@cox.net 

  

 February 
 

15 Marianne Duiveman 

16 Donita Gray 

 Jocelyn Schifferdecker 

17 Kegan Schifferdecker 

21 Nancy Graham 

23 Stella Schwartz 

24 Jean Smith 

27 Mary Ann Cunningham 

March 
3 Max LaGrone 

6 Yuka Daughters 

9 Roland Friesen 

 Harold Stockstill 

16 Steve Amos 

 Alon Soderfelt 

17 Erica Alred 

18 Haley Merrick 


