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Perseverance: persistence in doing something despite difficulty or delay in 
achieving success. 

I have always dreamed of having a dedicated workspace (shop) that I 
could set up my tools and be able to simply walk in and start a project 
without first having to set things up, or put things away if my project was 
unfinished at the end of the day.  Three and a half years ago, I embarked 
on a journey to build that workspace.  I chose a location for my build, 
purchased an engineered pole barn kit, and began working on my dream 
shop.  As I laid out the footprint for my shop, I discovered that the fairly 
level piece of ground I had chosen, wasn’t as level and I thought.  There 
was a 48” drop in elevation from one corner of my building site to the 

opposite corner.  In response, I ordered several tons of fill material, got the dump truck stuck on 
my property, leveled the site, spent several weeks trying to dig 4 foot post holes in rock hard 
ground, and found myself feeling discouraged even before a single piece of the structure was 
erected.  This past weekend I  “almost”  finished the shop.  I have about 4 hours of work to do 
to finish, which will probably translate into 8 hours.  I can, however, say with confidence that I 
have persevered.  I can see the finish line right in front of me, and I know I am going to cross it.  
It feels FANTASTIC! 

Perseverance is persistence in doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving success.  
Our walk with Christ is all about persistence.  It isn’t easy being a Christian and witnessing to our 
faith.  Some days we wish someone else would do it for us.  We don’t see how we can make it 
another day.  Some days it would be easier to throw your lot in with the world and not have to 
be an ambassador for Jesus Christ.  But then, one morning you wake up and you see a young 
lady standing in front of the congregation singing and bearing witness to the joy that she has 
experienced in Christ.  You attend a district setup meeting and see a young pastor who was once 
a part of your youth group, who went on to be a leader in the church and is doing exciting new 
ministries and you suddenly look back and you know the struggle was worth it.  The times you 
felt like quitting, don’t seem so bad.  You see your success in others, and you feel FANTASTIC!  

Friends, if you feel tired, lonely, discouraged, and defeated, PERSEVERE.  God has a blessing for 
you! 

 

Pastor James 
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I am excited to announce that one of our 
community favorites, the Fall Festival, is back 
this year!!! It will take place on Saturday, 
October 30th from, 4:00-6:00 pm in the 
church parking lot w ith Trunk or Treat, 
Inflatables, live music, food, games, and a 
Halloween movie on the BIG screen! We are 
looking for volunteers to help with this 
event. Please contact Brittany Fox at      
919-706-8239 if you are interested. 

 

We ask for prayers for our children, youth and 
parents as they are navigating the start of 
another school year amidst the COVID 
pandemic. They are facing a different and 
difficult set of challenges, but I am so proud 
that they all seem to be invested in looking out 
for each other. We really have a special group 
of kids here at New Haven. Thank you for all of 
your support in continuing to lift them up and 
nurture their journey with Christ. We have the 
best church ever! 

Love and Blessings, 

Brittany Fox 

Pizza Bingo Volunteers Needed! 
 
Our Partner in Education, Carnegie Elementary, has asked us to 
provide volunteers to serve pizza at their Pizza Bingo night. This 
event will be held outdoors at Carnegie on Friday, October 22; 5:00
-8:00 p.m.  

Please contact Tonya Ford if you would like to help!
tonyacford@hotmail.com or 918-688-8180  

mailto:tonyacford@hotmail.com
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FOOTPRINTS DANCERS 
Will rehearse on Sundays, at 4:00 pm in the Sanctuary. Children, youth, 
adults, male and female (kindergarten and up) all who are interested in 
serving God and leading in worship through dance are welcome to join.  
Please contact Deena Smith at 918-693-4828 if you are interested or with 
any questions. 

I want to thank the crew who made sandwiches, cookies and brownies and put it 
all together for the Day Center for the Homeless dinner: Adriaan & Marianne 
Duiveman, Tonya Ford, Donita Gray, Linda Gregory, Susan Harris, Shirley Nelson, 
Barbara Smith, Carolyn Toalson, Gail Toalson & Jerry Fisher.  

I would also like to thank our junior Picassos who decorated the lunch bags with 
hearts, stars, stickers, etc under the direction of Brittany Fox.  

Kathryn Fisher 
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Visit our website: 
www.newhavenumc.org 

Find us on Facebook or        
Worship with us on  

www.livestream.com/
newhaventulsa 

            
                     
 

 
Phone: 918-743-6491  

FAX: 918-743-9306 
Rev. James Graham, Sr. Pastor james.graham@newhavenumc.org  
Cynthia Edelman, Business Manager cynthia.edelman@newhavenumc.org 
Stephen Merrick, Music Director elephantmanmusic@gmail.com 
Teresa Roberts, Organist                  teresadiane26@yahoo.com         
Brittany Fox, Dir. of Family Ministries brit8519@yahoo.com 
Oscar Sturgeon,  Custodian  918-595-5460  
Volunteer Desk office@newhavenumc.org            
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September 
15 Carolyn Toalson 
20 Cohen Grafton 
 Pamela Holt 
27 Bobbie Scott 
28 Wayne Love 
29 Jack Cearing 
 

October 
1 Archer Duncan 

2 Carol Morgan 
4 Mary Lou Abdo 
6 Bill Ford 
7 Paula Fox 
10 Jim Leach 
 Mark Morgan 
13 Courtney Merrick 
26 Greg Gotcher  
 Teresa Roberts 
27 Sue Duncan 

Marion Wilkerson    Tom Black 
Jan & Doyle Boyd   Guy & Jan Duffield 
Karyn Maio      Dodie Wood    
Ron Unterschuetz   Mike Workman & Christene O’Toole 
Carol Berry     Don Gregory  

Thank You New Haven, for the wonderful school    
supplies.  They are much appreciated and will be 

put to good use in my Pre-K classroom. I am thankful for all your prayers and 
support, and I am proud to call New Haven my church home! 

       Deena Smith 


