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collisions. Nor is there redress for being bumped into the pond.“ ”

2005 CR 914 National Championship Report
by Chuck Winder

arblehead Model Yacht Club hosted the eleventh CR 914 Nationals at
Redd’s Pond in Marblehead, Massachusetts on Friday, September 30
through Sunday, November 2, 2005.

The Regatta Venue
Redd’s Pond has been used to race model sailboats since the late 1800s. It is

different from most model racing sites. There is a walk along the full length of one
edge of the 500-foot pond. Skippers walk the path to stay close to their boats. They
easily group together for a good view of the start line. Races are windward/leeward
and for the nationals there were offset marks. The standard start lines were length-
ened for the 14-boat heats.

Skippers were asked to stay to the right of the centerline painted on the walk.
The Racing Rules of Sailing do not cover skipper-to-skipper collisions. Nor is there
redress for being bumped into the pond.

The quality of the water in the pond water was excellent with no weeds or algae
to foul the boats. Marblehead MYC’s largest expense is having the pond treated to
prevent nuisance aquatic grass. Many other model racing venues have weed prob-
lems.

For this regatta the club even had a portable toilet installed, a first for Redd’s
Pond regattas. What class!

Redd’s Pond was named in memory of Wilmot Redd, a Marblehead fishwife
living next to the pond, who was executed as part of the infamous Salem Witch
Trials in the early 1600s. The pond is a natural rain-fed basin in the stone ledge.
Following catastrophic town fires, a dam raised the water level approximately four
feet in the late 1800s to provide fire-fighting water. In the 1930s, the WPA built the
pond wall designed expressly for racing model boats.

photo credit: Chuck Winder

Redd’s Pond and friends at the 2005 Nationals
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Columbia, MO 65203
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CR 914 Class
A one-design class

member of the
American Model Yachting

Association

Class Secretary

Dick Martin .................. Columbia, MO

Class Measurer

Chuck Winder .......... Marblehead, MA

Advisory Committee Members

Ernest Freeland .......... Annapolis, MD

Pablo Godel .......... West Chester, OH

Howie McMichael ...... Larchmont, NY

Buttons Padin ....... New Rochelle, NY

Dave Ramos .................... Arnold, MD

Class Webmaster

Pablo Godel .......... West Chester, OH

Friday
Practice and boat measurement on

Friday enjoyed excellent weather. All
boats were measured and weighed by
Hatch Brown and Jean Malthaner. Only
one boat had to add a small amount of
weight. Friday dinner was at Maddie’s
Sail Loft, a well-known Marblehead
seafood restaurant.

Weather
Warm and sunny weather for the

entire weekend was a gift. The wind
was of good strength from the SE,
which is the best direction for Redd’s.
But even from that direction there were
plenty of flaws and windless holes to
challenge everyone. Redd’s is a diffi-
cult but fun venue.

Racing format
For Heat Management System

(HMS) seeding the 24 boats were di-
vided into 12-boat heats, each of
which raced one heat. The ten top
boats (five from each heat) formed
Heat A. The remaining 14 boats be-
came Heat B. Seeding heats were
not scored in the final results.

Eighteen races using HMS pro-
vided a fair performance ranking
of the 24 skippers. Each race con-
sisted of two heats. The slower 14-
boat heat B raced first. The top four
boats of heat B stayed in the water
and raced with the 10-boat heat A
to complete Race 1. This ranked the
boats from 1st to 24th. The rank-

ing was used to create new heats A and
B for the second race. The same pro-
cess was used for all 18 heats. A total
of 36 point-scoring heats were sailed
using A and B heats. Three worst scores
were discarded, one for every six races.

Race results
Bob Twombly, from Marblehead,

won the championship by consistent
sailing. He had four firsts vs. six firsts
for Dave Ramos who placed second. A
review of all 18 races (see the table on
page 7) shows Bob paid no visits to the
slower heat B. Nor did he have a DNF
or a DNS. This is Bob’s first season as
a CR 914 owner, but his father raced
models for many years and Bob has
raced models most of his life. An expe-
rienced model racer observed that Bob
showed a consistent ability to break
away after the congested 14-boat starts
and sail his own race.

place boat driver home port points bullets wt. (oz.)

1 54 Twombly, Bob Marblehead, MA 38 4 101.6

2 238 Ramos, Dave Stevensville, MD 44 6 104.8

3 America True Ryan, David San Diego, CA 54 3 102.8

4 1211 Martin, Biff Marblehead, MA 61 1 100.6

5 23 Cruse, Steve Marblehead, MA 78 1 100.0

6 661 Luscomb, Chuck Deep River, CT 78 101.8

7 Mariah Martin, Dick Columbia, MO 101 1 102.2

8 1013 Skerry, John Gloucester, MA 101 1 105.0

9 867 Jobson, Brian Wolcott, CT 140 101.8

10 10 Buchanan, Hank New York, NY 146 1 100.0

The Top Ten

The 2005 national champion, Bob Twombley,
receiving congratulations from Chuck Winder

photo credit: Ruth Campanelli
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Note in the Top Ten table that a boat
didn’t have be at minimum weight for
top performance. Dave Ramos’ second-
place boat was approximately five per-
cent heavier than the 100 ounce mini-
mum.

Masters Division
New in this regatta was a division

for skippers 60 years old and over. Hank
Buchanan, an “elderly owner” himself,
proposed this fine idea and provided the
awards. Hank’s creative trophies were
framed line drawings of the CR 914,
each one personalized with the
awardee’s own sail number.

A Masters Division should be in-
cluded in future nationals.

photo credit: Chuck Winder

A heavily favored windward end of the line made this start of an A Fleet heat a crowded one.

Place Elderly Skippers

1 Biff Martin
2 Dick Martin
3 Hank Buchanan
4 Rocco Campanelli
5 Bill O’Connor
6 Jean Malthaner

Should races be discarded or
not?

Some skippers argue that the prac-
tice of discarding races is unnecessary.
(Note in the table on page 7 that the
ranking of the top ten was unchanged
by the discarded races.) But discarding
races is an implied requirement of the
current RRS, which prohibit discarding
a DSQ. The points for DSQ (boats rac-
ing +1) are the same as DNF, DNS,
OCS, etc. Thus without discards the
penalty for a DSQ has lessened impact
on an offending skipper’s score.

photo credit: Ruth Campanelli

Masters Division winners: from L to R,
Hank Buchanan, Biff Martin, Dick Martin

Furthermore, a DSQ in this 24-boat
fleet would have scored 25 points (the
number of boats in the regatta + 1). But
the penalty under the Heat Management
System for DNF, DNS, OCS, etc. was
only 15 points (the number of boats in
the largest heat of the regatta + 1).

At the Skipper’s Meeting the severe
penalty for DSQ was emphasized. Also
mentioned was the new RAF (Retired
After Finishing) score in the new (2005-
2008) RRS. This allows a skipper who
has not done a penalty turn to rethink
whether he wants to risk a protest hear-
ing that he may lose. By retiring he
avoids the risk of a DSQ’s 25 points,
vs. 15 points for RAF that he may be
able to discard.

There were no protest hearings in
this regatta. As expected there were
protest hails and many penalty turns
were observed. But the protested boats
that chose not to do their turns all re-
tired at the end of that race. This is a
good thing to assure a fast moving re-
gatta.
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Saturday night dinner
Everyone gathered to enjoy cock-

tails and dinner at Victoria Station Res-
taurant in Salem. We had our own room
overlooking the marina. The Class Sec-
retary surprised Chuck Winder with a
beautiful crystal cocktail set complete
with mixer and four martini glasses. The
mixer was engraved “CHUCK
WINDER, Class Secretary, 1996-
2004”. The glasses were engraved with
the class emblem “CR”. The gift is
deeply appreciated.

Awards
Dave Ramos donated the beautiful

half-hull trophy for the regatta cham-
pion. Plaques were awarded through
fourth place. The Most Impressive Boat
award went to Mark Benedict, #1084,
for his beautiful boat. Even his boat
stand was a work of art. Sarra Tubbs
received the SPORTSMANSHIP for
being the happiest skipper to take last
place.

photo credit:
Judy Skerry

photo credit: Ruth Campanelli

2005 CR 914 Nationals competitors and regatta staff

Long-time Class Secretary, and 2005
Nationals Regatta Chairman, Chuck Winder

Volunteers
No club can host a regatta without

enthusiastic people willing to give their
time and talent to get the job done.
Listed alphabetically, the Regatta Com-
mittee members were:
Biff Martin
Cheryl Emmons and daughter Liz

Hatch Brown
Jackie Winder
Jaye and Sasha Kavs
Judy Skerry and John Skerry
Kevin Wilkins

MMYC club member  Mike
McClosky’s yard adjacent to Redd’s
was used to store boats that were not

Cheryl Emmons and daughter Liz serving happy campers at Saturday lunch

photo credit: Chuck Winder
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sailing between heats. The gate to
Mike’s yard was convenient to the start/
finish line

Several generous sponsors enrolled
by the regatta committee made the re-
gatta a better event:
Flyers Unlimited
donated the banner
Domino Pizza
donated 10 pizzas
Poland Spring
donated cases of water
West Marine
donated 3 gifts
Maddie’s Sail Loft restaurant
donated cornbread and salad
North Sails
donated three backpacks
Dunkin Donuts
donated coffee
Century House
donated gift certificate
Lynn Marine Supply Co.
donated three gifts
F. L. Woods Nautical Supply
donated five gifts

Summary
The Regatta Committee thanks ev-

eryone who came to Redd’s to enjoy the
Nationals. Post-regatta comments to us
were generous, Everyone seemed to
have a good time, which is all we can
ask for.

Chuck Winder for the Regatta Committee 

Editor’s note:
“Everyone seemed to have a good
time” is a monumental understate-
ment! These regattas (this was the
fifth that I have attended) just keep
getting better and better. Everything,
from the outstanding race manage-
ment by Chuck Winder and Hatch
Brown, to the wonderful hospitality of
the Marblehead MYC, to the weather,
set yet another tough standard for
future Nationals host clubs to aim for.

If you haven’t yet treated yourself to
one of these events, you are missing
the time of your life. You don’t have
to be a top dog to have great fun at
major regattas — just ask Jean
Malthaner who traveled all the way
from San Diego, or Sarra Tubbs who
just started racing 914s this year!

Enjoying Sunday lunch at Redd’s

photo credit: Chuck Winder

photo credit: Chuck Winder

Steve Cruse and the stake boat adjusting a mark of the course

There are more pictures and results from the 2005 Nationals on the next two pages
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photo credit: Chuck Winder

photo credit: Chuck Winder

Light air and wind shifts like the one that occurred just before this start of an A Fleet heat made things very interesting at times

No one wanted to quit! After the 18th and final race had been completed, 22 boats hung around for
one more unofficial race even though the wind had nearly died (from exhaustion, no doubt) by then

More photos from the 2005 Nationals



Autumn, 2005 48:7

20
05

 C
R

 9
14

 N
at

io
na

l C
ha

m
pi

on
sh

ip
 C

om
pl

et
e 

R
es

ul
ts



48:8 Autumn, 2005

or whatever reason, I decided to
approach this topic like the popu-
lar Discovery Channel program

light to medium air with both velocity
and direction being very shifty. That
being said, I think that represents a
majority of the conditions most people
sail under from small ponds to open
water with plenty of wind obstruction
on shore.

Let’s assume you assess the situa-
tion and you need to pass a few boats if
you can or this race is going to be one
of your throw-outs anyway. Separation
from those boats is the key to passing
them. You’ve got to somehow find
slightly better wind than they have and
you’re not going to do that from dead
astern. After rounding the weather
mark, gybe away or start heading sig-
nificantly lower or higher than the clos-

est group of boats ahead of you. Usu-
ally, the downwind leg is not “dead
downwind.” There’s typically a pre-
dominant gybe. If this is the case and I
can do it without getting blanketed by
weather boats, I like to go low and “put
something in the bank.” In spotty con-
ditions, I may be just as likely to get a
puff first, possibly from another direc-
tion, than those boats to weather that
are often reaching to the moon. Even if
I don’t, the weather boats still have to
come down to the mark and I’ve
“banked”speed I can use to luff them
or maneuver into an inside overlap po-
sition. Skippers, in general, I think are
too afraid of getting “rolled” by weather
boats. Unless the puffs are consistently
coming from their weather side where
they will easily have an opportunity to
bear off in a puff later, let them go by.

Another thing I must mention is the
perspective we often race from in San
Diego. We stand along a dock perpen-
dicular to the wind to weather of the
weather mark so we’re constantly look-
ing “down” the course.  As the boats
get closer to the leeward mark they’re

getting farther and farther from my eye-
balls. One mistake people make is akin
to “out of sight-out of mind.” The fur-
ther your boat is away from you, the
less you can see your sails are luffing,
you’re sailing by-the-lee or in a vulner-
able position as far as right of way. Also,
unlike sailing upwind, you can’t use
heeling angle as an indicator of trim and
speed. Having even a small luff in the
main is bad. It’s better to be a little over-
trimmed than under-trimmed. I always
anticipate an impending luff in my sails
by watching the boats behind me. Of-
ten I’ll see a puff coming down the
course, watch the sails luff on the boats
behind me and sheet in my sails just
before the header hits me, never letting

my sails luff. Usually the boats I’m
next to will have their sails luffing
for a couple of seconds before they
notice the wind shift and sheet in.
By that time I’ve gained 3 or 4 boat-
lengths. Speaking of puffs, I think
it bears mentioning that the “people

boat” principle of heading high in the
light spots (heating it up) and down in
the puffs definitely translates to racing
the CR 914’s downwind.

In addition to strategy and boat han-
dling, downwind speed also depends on
pre-race tuning or set-up and sail trim.
In light conditions I see too many people
with tight boom vangs and the leech of
the main too strapped. To keep the boat
“powered-up” in light air, the main
needs to be “ripe” to capture any small
puffs that may trickle by. If the leech is
closed off you lose all power at the top
of the rig where there’s apt to actually
be more wind. Also, with light condi-
tions the lower shrouds should be tight
which, unfortunately, prevents the
boom from going out as far as you
would like it to. By having more twist
in the sail it allows the top to open up
becoming more exposed to the wind and
optimal trim angle. With a looser vang
you may get some “over-bagging” of the
main with some of the stronger puffs,
but the loss of exposed sail area isn’t
enough to warrant the disadvantage of
a tighter vang in the light spots. In gen-

Myth:  Downwind Sailing is a Time to Relax
by David Ryan

“Myth Busters.” There has always been
a bias in yacht racing toward sailing to
weather with regard to tactics and op-
portunities to pass boats. Well I’m here
to put in a few words of support for the
“underdog,” running.

Newton proved long ago with the
falling apple that what goes up must
come down. The same holds true for
sailboat racing. The race course is 50
percent upwind and 50 percent down-
wind, yet for some reason most skip-
pers tend not to divide their attention
with that same proportion. I think part
of the bias comes from our beloved
“people-boat” experiences, espe-
cially with regard to some of the
heavier, low-performance, tradi-
tional keel boats. After trimming,
grinding, tailing and getting a kink
in your neck from watching the tell-
tails up a long weather beat, you’re
ready for a break. All of sudden you
notice you’re hungry and actually quite
parched too. So you round the weather
mark and pop the chute. Set the course
for the wind angle, following the leader,
place the tiller between your legs, grab
a sandwich and pop a beer…ahhh! No!
No! No!

Downwind sailing is not a parade.
You probably won’t pass anyone fol-
lowing them single-file to the leeward
mark. Your boat is not that much faster
than the other guy’s and you’re not that
much better of a helmsman or
“thumbsman,” as the case may be. At
the beginning of each run, or before that
actually, you have to have a plan. Have
I been successful picking off boats up-
wind enough to just hold my position
and not lose on the downwind leg? How
many more legs to the race are left?
Where do I stand in the regatta? Are
there any boats in particular I need to
beat this race? All of these factors come
into play in determining how aggressive
you will be on the run. I must say, in
discussing this topic, that my experience
sailing CR 914’s has mainly been in

F

... downwind sailing is all about
how much sail is exposed to the
wind and how efficiently that sail
area is capturing the wind.
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eral, with spotty conditions, I think it’s
better  to be looser, with the risk of be-
ing overpowered in the puffs, than
tighter and strapped in the light stuff.
Assuming the puffs aren’t strong
enough to get you on a plane, it’s more
advantageous to have a speed advan-
tage at slow speeds than at closer to hull
speed when everyone’s speed becomes
more equalized.

As opposed to upwind sailing,
which takes into account the aerody-

namic vectors of lift, drag, center-of-
effort, etc. to explain forward velocity,
downwind sailing is all about how much
sail is exposed to the wind and how ef-
ficiently that sail area is capturing the
wind. You’ve got two sails on a CR 914
and you need to be using both if at all
possible. That hopefully means wing
and wing at all times while headed
downwind. From experience we all
know that just doesn’t happen. But
you’ll notice there are some skippers

that are able to keep their sails “winged”
more that others. So what to do with a
non-functioning, flopping jib. There are
only two reasons for the jib to be mis-
behaving like this. Either it’s being blan-
keted  by the main or it’s undertrimmed
and luffing (see figure A). Let’s look at
the latter scenario first. You may won-
der why only the jib could be luffing
and not the main if you’re
undertrimmed. Two reasons. The first
has to do with those pesky lower
shrouds which prevent the main from
going out but have no effect on a jib
which is too slack. There’s no automatic
limit to the maximum travel of the jib.
The second reason has to do with the
initial set-up of the relative sail trim
angles between main and jib (mainsheet
and jibsheet settings).  In light condi-
tions I prefer a significant divergence
between main and jib boom angles, as
much as 20 degrees, with the jib being
that much looser. That works great to
keep a nice slot opened up for upwind
sailing, but contributes to “floppy jib
syndrome” downwind. So if an under-
trimmed jib is the problem, trim it until
you see the main boom just come away
from the lowers or bear off till the jib
fills. That should fix the problem.

Now, if you’re jib is floppy because
your main is blanketing it, shame on
you. You’re on the wrong gybe and sail-
ing by the lee. Gybe the main and the
jib should wing out nicely. It’s impor-
tant to note that it may be difficult to
carry a good wing-and-wing if you’re
going dead downwind. Once that jib is
out where it should be, try heading up
just a bit and the jib will breathe easier.
Even coming up to a broad-reach posi-
tion, I’ve found it faster to keep the jib
winged to weather as high as I can carry
it, rather than let it gybe over where it
will become very ineffective. A little
trick to getting the leading edge of the
jib (actually the leech here) to hold in-
volves letting out the fine tune on the
sail trim all the way (see figure B). This
allows the jib clew to rotate even more
forward allowing me to even sail
winged higher if need be. I normally sail
with my fine tune in mid-position down-
wind except in this case.

Figure A

Figure B
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Fifth Annual Cow Pond Regatta
April 9    Chestertown, MD

Larchmont Spring Invitational
April 16-17    Larchmont, NY

AMYA Region 1 Championship
May 15    Marblehead, MA

Washington College Spring Regatta
May 21    Chestertown, MD

Cleveland Race Week Regatta
June 20    Cleveland, OH

AMYA Region 4 Championship
August 27-28    Cincinnati, OH

Sharp HospiceCare Regatta
September 24    San Diego, CA

CR 914 National Championship
Sept 30-Oct 2    Marblehead, MA

Who’s Gotta Regatta?

Sometimes it’s hard to get the jib to
wing out initially after rounding the
weather mark. Remember you want to
get it out there as soon as possible. So,
rather than let it find its way and wait,
there’s a trick to get it out there imme-
diately. In involves split-second timing
and a little practice. Once I’ve estab-
lished my course to the next mark, the
main is out and full and the jib is on the
same side as the main. I then bear off
quickly and rather abruptly as if begin-
ning a snap-gybe. This causes the boat
to roll to weather, slinging the jib boom
across to the other side of the foredeck.
Then, before the main actually gybes, I
turn back and voila the jib is winged.
Remember to keep it “heated-up” to
keep the jib pulling nicely and to dis-
courage it from gibing back.

Now that you’ve passed all these
boats with blazing boat speed and
you’re preparing for the leeward mark
rounding, it’s time to get organized. The
only way to make a clean  rounding is

to a) be able to see the mark and b) be
able to see your boat. Often times I find
myself able to see the mark just fine but
someone’s boat comes between my eye-
balls and my boat. That can be disas-
trous. Pay attention to other boats and
realize that the spread-out fleet all must
converge to go around the same point.
Anticipate you might get “screened-
out” and look for an open space near
you to be able to move to quickly, if
need be, to maintain visualization of
your boat from a different line of sight.
It’s always best to make this move with-
out knocking over fellow competitors
who are often standing shoulder-to
shoulder. So plan ahead.

Finally, a quick point about the lee-
ward mark rounding. Turn too soon and
you miss the mark and you’re in a world
of hurt. Turn too late and you’re taking
outside boats past the mark, (beyond
your proper course), fouling them, and
generally not making friends with the
fleet. If you’re sailing in the afternoon

and the shadows are significantly long,
use the shadow of your sail on the mark,
coupled with your best depth percep-
tion to determine when it’s time to turn.
It’s best to test out the “shadow tech-
nique” before or between races to get
the timing down. Also, realize that as
the day wears on, the sun and shadow
angles change which affects your tim-
ing on this maneuver. Therefore it’s a
good idea to re-check the rounding tim-
ing every couple of races.

I hope this article helps give you
some insight into the importance of
good off-the-wind sailing technique and
strategy. Remember, you can relax af-
ter the race. 

Editors note: The author, David Ryan, is
the fleet captain of the CR 914 Model
Yacht Fleet of the San Diego Yacht Club.
His America True placed in the top five at
each of the last three CR 914 Nationals. I
hope that readers will help me recruit
David to become a regular columnist for
the CRonicle.

CR 914 Midwinter Championship
February 4-5, 2006    Fort Lauderdale, FL

Vince Peritore – rcsailorscove@aol.com

2006 National Championship
October 20-22, 2006    San Diego, CA

Douglas McKerrow – mckdm@sbcglobal.net

Tigertail Lake at Broward Community College in Palm Beach County,
Florida, the venue for the 2006 CR 914 Midwinters. Full details will
be available in the Winter issue of the CRonicle.

photo credit: Vince Peritore
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Bob Martin, the owner of CR 914 #955,
Speedee, and a founding member of the Mid-
Missouri Model Sailing Club, died on July 28
at the age of 45, after sustaining a head injury
in a fall.

Bob placed seventh in the 2003 CR 914 Re-
gion 4 Championships and third in the 2004
Midwest CR Regatta Circuit Spring Regatta.
At the age of 17, he won the Central States
Sailing Association Star Cup, awarded annu-
ally to the top sailor in the central region of the
United States Sailing Association. He was also
the current E-Type National Champion of the
Jaguar Clubs of North America.

 An owner-operator of McDonald’s Restau-
rants and President of Martin Restaurants, Inc.
in Columbia, Missouri, Bob was past-President
of the McDonald’s Central Missouri Advertis-
ing Co-op; served on the McDonald’s Regional
Leadership team;  was a member of the Board
of Directors and Treasurer of K-Life, an inter-
denominational Christian ministry for youth;
and a former member of the Columbia Public
Schools Foundation Board of Directors.

Bob was a very special person and he will be
missed by the many people he influenced dur-

In Memoriam: Bob Martin, 1960-2005

ing his full but tragically short life. He is sur-
vived by his wife, twin daughters, a brother,
and his parents, Carole and Dick Martin.

photo credit: Carole Martin

On what would prove to be her final day of racing, Speedee leads the the Mid-Missouri Model Yacht Club fleet upwind on May 22, 2005
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Active CR 914 Fleets/Clubs
(* indicates marginal or start-up status at present)

Fleet Location Leader

Blue Crab MYC Gaithersburg, MD Nils van den Beemt
Blue Ridge SC Lake Monocan, VA Dan Butterfield
Chaparral Pines MYC Payson, AZ Steve Drury
Chesapeake Bay MRA Annapolis, MD Ernest Freeland
Cincinnati MYC Cincinnati, OH Pablo Godel
Cottage Park YC Winthrop, MA Hatch Brown
Cow Pond MYC Chestertown MD Tony and Donna Neff
CR 914 Model Yacht Fleet San Diego, CA David Ryan
  of San Diego Yacht Club
Creve Coeur MYC* St. Louis, MO Paul Proefrock
Dry Pants MYC Essex, CT Randel Osborne
Edgewater YC Cleveland, OH Bob Rosenbaum
Greater Tulsa MYC Tulsa, OK Terry Rainey
Groton Long Point MYC Groton, CT Doug Peacock
Knee Deep MYC North Cove, CT Mike Armstrong
Laguna Lakes MYC* San Luis Obispo, CA Paul Genshaw
Lake Basswood MYC* Chicago, IL J.T. Charles
Lake Lanier Sailing Club* Atlanta, GA Chuck Estes
Lakes Yacht Club Palm Desert, CA Marvin Rosenberg
Larchmont MYC Larchmont, NY Buttons Padin
Marblehead MYC Marblehead, MA Chuck Winder
Mid-Shore MSC* Easton, MD Donald Campbell
Mid-Missouri MSC Columbia, MO Tom Trabue
Norfolk YC Norfolk, VA John Atwood
Northern Michigan fleet Harbor Springs, MI Kevin Meier
  (as yet unnamed)
Shoreline MYC SF Bay area, CA Jim Scudder
Syracuse CR 914 Fleet* Syracuse, NY Tyler Cagwin
Thin Air MYC/Boulder Boulder, CO Greg LaLiberte
Up Bay CR 914 Assn. Mantoloking, NJ Connie Pilling
Virtual MYC* Seattle area, WA Jim Owens
The Yacht Club - Houston Houston, TX Graham Elliott
The Yacht Club - Dallas * Dallas, TX Julian Tamez

reports from the Fleets
LAGUNA LAKE MODEL YACHT CLUB

PAUL GENSHAW (CR 914 #1284, BECKY IV) has
formed the newest CR 914 fleet, in San Luis Obispo,
California. Paul once raced a 914 in Phoenix, but
got tired of beating Victorias, NorthWinds and
Seawinds, and after taking ten bullets in ten races
he was informed that he wasn’t “really welcome”
there. So he sold his 914, but he always missed it,
and now that he has moved to central California he
has already gotten two sailor friends, Dale Wold
and Paul Akle, to build 914s, and more will on the
way soon, Paul predicts.

The new fleet races in Laguna Lake Park in San
Luis Obispo. Paul says that their first regatta will
be named the Bob Martin #955 Regatta. 

Paul Genshaw and Becky IV at Laguna Lake Park

JOMAR ELDOY, WHO grew up in Norway
but now lives in Sydney, Australia, has
been sailing CR 914s for about six
years. Every summer when he returns
to his farm on the coast of Sweden he
races informally with friends and fam-
ily there, and over the years a fleet of
eight 914s has become established.
Most of their racing is recreational, us-
ing marks (old cardboard box wine

bags) permanently placed on a bay, but
once a year they hold a “real race,” the
Otteron Invitational in Grebbestad,
Sweden.

This year (July 15-17) the Invita-
tional was a match-race tournament—
which proved to be a good idea because
the attrition produced by salt water cor-
rosion reduced the fleet to less than five
operational boats, with the rest under-

CR 914s in Sweden

The Swedish CR 914 fleet
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Year Dates Location Champion

1 1995 Fall Minneapolis, MN Tony Johnson

2 1996 September 21-22 Stowe, VT Greg Worth

3 1997 October 4-5 Xenia, OH Kevin Dooley

4 1998 September 12-13 Marblehead, MA Kevin Dooley

5 1999 October 29-31 Larchmont, NY Dave Ramos

6 2000 November 11-12 Annapolis, MD David Van Cleef

7 2001 October 13-14 Evergreen, CO Craig Mackey

8 2002 October 25-27 Larchmont. NY Geoff Becker

9 2003 November 15-16 San Diego, CA Geoff Becker

10 2004 November 12-14 Annapolis, MD David Van Cleef

11 2005 Sept. 30-October 2 Marblehead, MA Bob Twombly

THE CR 914 EXCHANGE
A surprising number of 914er
wannabes subscribe to the
CRonicle, and the rest of its
readers—the movers and shak-
ers of the class—receive many
inquiries about used 914s. Why
not “advertise” your boat here
when you decide to sell it? It’s
free, and you’ll be doing a ser-
vice to the class as well!

A gizmo that works

 I found an item at Sears (“Grip Tip”,
item Number 939680) for $0.99. It is a
sheet metal disc 1 3/8" in diameter with
a serated lip. It slips over the tip of a
retracting rule. With it in place, the tip
of the rule does not slip off the transom
when measuring the mast rake of the
boat. Simple but effective. I found the
gizmo next to the cash register as a sea-
sonal stocking stuffer. When I am there
again, I plan to stock up.

David Graves, #1196, Voodoo 

FOR SALE

CR 914 #1048

Complete [just add water]

This yacht was custom made and painted for me by Dave Ramos  of
Chesapeake Performance Models and is equiped with all of the best
high quality accessories. Included is a collapsible stand, a Futaba FM
dual-conversion radio with nickle metal hydride batteries in both the
transmitter and receiver, a custom receiver battery-pack isolation fit-
ting, a custom-made tool for easy insertion and retrieval of the re-
ceiver, a fitted nose bumper, and a shipping carton!!

This yacht is BRAND NEW and has “never been in the water”!!

My cost was $1040.00 and the sale price is $800.00 plus UPS ship-
ping.

JackSomers
310-478-1717
jac-som@verizon.net

CR 914 national championships to date

Deadlines for future issues of the CRonicle

issue submission deadline publication date

49 - Winter 2006 ............ December 15 ............ January 2

50 - Spring 2006 ............. March 15 ................... April 1

51 - Summer 2006 ......... June 15 ...................... July 1

52 - Autumn 2006 ........... September 15 ........... October 1

But submissions are welcome any time.  There’s no
law that says that you must wait until the deadline! ☺☺☺☺☺

going repairs, much of the time. This
year’s regatta, during which there were
more than 80 starts, was won by Svein
Refnes who took home the champagne
cooler trophy. By next year Jomar pre-
dicts that they will have more than 15
914s on the water. 
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New Boats and Owners
Sail
 No. Boat name Owner’s name City State

54 Robert Twombly Marblehead MA
1208 Andrew F. Mohr Memphis NY
1281 Janet Naymark III Damian G. Finch Stone Mountain GA
1282 Whiz Joseph C. Petrin W. Brookfield MA
1283 Jan Rella Toms River NJ
1284 Becky IV Paul Genshaw Morro Bay CA
1285 Dale Wold San Luis Obispo CA
1286 Wade Akle Los Osos CA
1287 Chuck Poindexter Madison CT
1288 Charlie Brown Bay City MI
1289 Boomer Larry Boline La Jolla CA
1290 Toby Doyle Essex CT
1291 Art  Mathews Hyannis MA
1292 Tim Keyworth Deep River CT
1293 Christopher Doyle Essex CT
1294 Dixon W. Benz Hartland WI
1295 John Walsh Bath ME
1296 Texas Lassie Don Strickland Felton DE
1297  Dark Shark Greg Morton San Diego CA
1298 Tracy Downing San Diego CA
1299 Sara Newhall Tubbs Marblehead MA
1300 Chuck Luscomb Deep River CT
1301 Island Girl Shambie Hammett Cocoa Beach FL
1302 Beetle Juice Kent Cooper Cocoa Beach FL
1303 Crush Bill David Swansea MA

The Honor Role
The following people contributed articles and/
or photographs for this issue.

Ruth Campanelli ................... Larchmont, NY
Jomar Eldoy ....................... Sydney, Australia
Paul Genshaw ........................ Morro Bay, CA
David Graves .......................... Bronxville, NY
Carole Martin .......................... Columbia, MO
David Ryan ............................. San Diego, CA
Judy Skerry ......................... Marblehead, MA
Chuck Winder ..................... Marblehead, MA

When will my subscription expire?

Have you ever wondered whether the CRonicle was overdue,
only to go back and find that the last issue you received (quite
some time ago) bore a warning that it would be your last issue
unless you renewed your subscription. I have done it, too (twice).
You and I need to work harder to keep subscriptions from laps-
ing accidentally. For my part, I now put colored reminder labels
on the address page and at the top of the first page of last is-
sues. And you need to remember to renew the moment you see
those colored labels! (Although, if I have not received your re-
newal when the subsequent issue is ready to mail I will send
you one more reminder to renew at that time.)

Immediately after your name on the address label you can see
the number of the issue when your subscription will expire. Must
you wait until your last scheduled issue to renew your subscrip-
tion? Absolutely not. This would be a fine time to renew, right
now!

The Editor

www.rcyachts.com
Dave Ramos
227 Main Street

Stevensville, MD 21666
(410) 604-3907

(410) 604-3908 fax

Give (or get)

for Christmas
the CRonicle

Looking for something to give (or hint
to someone to give to you) as a stock-
ing-stuffer present this Christmas? An
extension of a subscription to the
NEWS would be be a great gift. Use
the handy form on the last page. The
number of issues ordered will be added
to the current subscription.

To ease another’s heartache is to forget
one’s own.
- ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Even if you’re on the right track, you’ll
get run over if you just sit there.
- WILL ROGERS



Autumn, 2005 48:15

Name
Address
City         State     Zip    Country
Telephone Email
Current AMYA membership number      Club affiliation (if any)

Send completed form to
AMYA Membership Secretary

Michelle Dannenhoffer
558 Oxford Avenue

Melbourne, FL 32935
888-237-9524 (toll free)

office@amya.org

AMERICAN MODEL YACHTING ASSOCIATION
Application for membership     Check one: New___ Renewal____

Check one: Adult-$25___  Family-$27.50___  Junior-$12.50___
Add $10 for postage in Canada and $15 for other countries. Add $10 for first class mail delivery in U.S.

Enclose check or money order payable to AMYA, or check one: Mastercard__  VISA__
card number__________________________   expiration date________ signature____________________________________

List all model sailboats you own:

class sail number

         CR 914 _______
______________ _______
______________ _______

Name Sail number(s)

Address

City, State, Zip

Email   Evening phone number (        )        -

AMYA Number (if you are a member of the American Model Yachting Association)

Sailing club affiliation (if any) Boat name:

Mail check with this form
to: CR 914 Class Secretary

   1206 Castle Bay Place
 Columbia, MO 65203

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION to CR 914 COMMUNICATIONS
It’s quick and easy to do:

1. Check your name and address on the mailing label on the reverse side of this form.
2. If the information there is correct, all you need to fill in below is your current email address (they change often)

and anything else that is new or has changed since the last time you subscribed.
3. Write a check for $10 (18 months, 6 issues of the CRonicle) or $20 (13 issues) payable to R. H. Martin/AMYA.
4. Cut out this form. (If you prefer to make a copy of it be sure to copy both sides!)
5. Stick this form and your check in an envelope and mail to the address shown at the bottom of this form.

Questions?
Contact Dick Martin
rhm@ussailing.net

(573) 256-7213

Make check
payable to:

R H Martin/AMYA

Want to register
 another CR 914?

Download a registration form at
www.cr914class.org/pdfs/

registration_form.pdf
48

cut here
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914 Class
1206 Castle Bay Place
Columbia, MO 65203
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