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On the cover
JILL POINDEXTER AND HER Olympus E-
500 digital SLR took this close-up dur-
ing the 2007 Nationals at Plattwood
Pond in Deep River, Connecticut. One
of several outstanding photos waiting
its turn among a half-dozen or so cover
photo candidates, it jumped to the head
of the queue when Mark Benedict sub-
mitted the article about race course
management that begins on page 5 of
this issue. Jill’s photo features Mark’s

boat, War Baby, as well as Plattwood
Pond and in the foreground the
phragmites that have roles to play in
Mark’s story.

Note particularly how the out-of-
focus foreground and background rivet
your attention on the subject boat. Jill
produced this effect by choosing a very
large lens aperture (and a correspond-
ingly fast shutter speed), to create a
narrow depth of field. 

Part 1 – “Just Sailing”
by Dick Martin

t the Class Forum that was held sic physics of sailing, and has had a little
experience skippering or crewing on a
full-scale sailboat. If not, I recommend
starting with a very basic, very brief in-
troductory booklet, the Best Little Learn
to Sail Book Ever by Brad Dellenbaugh,
published by Sail magazine and avail-
able on the web at www. sailmagazine.
com/boatworks/expert-advice/lts1a, or
a 20-page booklet that I desktop-pub-
lished in 2001 for beginning RC sail-
ors entitled Try Sailing ,  based on
Dellenbaugh’s pamphlet but specific to
RC sailing and in particular the CR
914.1 I will also assume that you have
read the CR 914 Tuning Guide that was
in the packet you received when you
registered your boat (if not, you can
download it from the Members Area of
the class website at www.cr914class.
org/members_area.php) and that you
have followed its cookbook-like direc-
tions for setting up your boat to sail the
way it was designed to, i.e., exhilarat-
ingly fast.

My introductory ‘chapters’ of Just
Sailing will consist of a series of tips
about how to make a CR 914 perform
well, how to read the wind, how to cope
with challenging conditions, and how
to put it all together to get where you
want to go efficiently, reasonably

her first regatta urged the class to en-
courage ‘just sailing’ and not focus
solely on racing, to help beginning RC
sailors develop fundamental skills that
will make sailing more fun. Veteran rac-
ers were quick to point out that that will
make them want to test those develop-
ing skills by trying their hands at rac-
ing—and, of course, once they find that
they can beat a few boats or even win
an occasional race they will be hooked
for life. The idea quickly grew into a
plan for a series of CRonicle articles that
will progress from things a brand-new
CR 914 owner wants to know, to the
fundamentals he or she will need to
begin to race at the local fleet level, to
ways to win some of those races, and
finally how to compete, and have a ter-
rific time doing so, at the regional and
national levels.

To get the ball rolling, I will author
the first few installments of what I hope
will be a lengthy “Learning Curve” se-
ries; but I hereby challenge the veter-
ans who expressed enthusiasm about
this idea at the Forum, and other expe-
rienced sailor/authors as well, to pitch
in to make this effort a success and a
major feature in each issue of the
CRonicle for several years to come.

Just Sailing
I will assume that the reader knows

starboard from port, understands the ba-

Aduring the 2008 Nationals, a
new 914er who was attending

1. Following the demise of the Mid-Missouri Sailing
Club for which it was written as a recruiting tool,
Try Sailing is no longer ‘in print.’ However, I plan
to eliminate its M3SC-specific sections and
republish it as a PDF document. Contact me at
cr914m@gmail.com if you would like to receive
a copy when it is finished.

The Learning Curve
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After sailing RC boats for nearly nine
years, most of the time now I can
steer as intuitively with my boat trav-
eling toward me as I can when it is
going away. But early on, after run-
ning onto a rocky shoreline or into
other boats when I pushed the joy-
stick the wrong way more times than
I care to remember, I taught myself
to always ask myself, before I moved
the rudder, “now do I want the boat
to turn to her right or her left,” and
only after I received my answer al-
low my thumb to push the rudder joy-
stick to the right or left respectively.
Even now, when the pressure is on
and a dumb mistake can cost me or
the boat I’m about to collide with a
race, I still force myself to ask and
answer that question before making
a turn; it takes only a few millisec-
onds, and it will prevent big trouble.

Which way to turn

photo credit: Carole Martin

ingly (“hey, by golly, I sailed that last
stretch pretty darn well!”). A collection
of pearls of wisdom derived from my
reading and personal experience, some
of which veteran CRonicle readers will
quickly, and, most importantly, satisfy-
ingly (“hey, by golly, I sailed that last
stretch pretty darn well!”). A collection
of pearls of wisdom derived from my
reading and personal experience, some
of which veteran CRonicle readers will
recall seeing in my early “Nut on the
End of the Joysticks” columns, this by
no means will represent Everything

There is to Know About Sailing, and I
invite all 914ers, relative newcomers as
well as experienced RC sailors, to con-
tribute ideas that have helped them and
their boats get started and up to speed.

This chapter will start at the bottom,
with stuff that spends its time in the
water.

Model hulls – CR 914s are one-
design, so there isn’t much to say about
the hull except to identify differences
between model and full-scale boats.
When I switched to RC sailing it took
me longer than it should have to recog-
nize how important those differences
are, having always depended on shift-
ing crew weight laterally and fore and
aft to do things like counteracting
weather and lee helm and initiating
planing, which with a CR 914 have to
be done exclusively by tuning, sail trim,
and helming. You can’t hike in a model
boat, so compromises are required, such

as letting sails luff quite often, to keep
your boat moving optimally. And your
rudder joystick thumb has to be more
active than your tiller hand should be
in a full-scale dinghy (see caveats about
that below, however). Oh, by the way,
hull finish is grossly over rated, as it is
with big boats. Keep your hull and fins
reasonably smooth and clean, but time

spent ‘just sailing’—
polishing your sailing
technique—pays far
greater performance
dividends than time
spent polishing your
boat. And ‘just sail-
ing’ is a lot more fun.

Helm and helm-
ing – With its mast
rake and jib boom
angle properly ad-
justed and in a steady
breeze, a CR 914
should hold a close-
hauled course with its
rudder in the center-
line without any help
from you. Indeed, be-
cause increased heel-
ing induces slight
weather helm and a

decreased angle of heel generates lee
helm, in gently varying winds the boat
will turn by itself slightly to windward
or leeward in puffs and lulls until its
heeling angle returns to baseline, thus
keeping itself in the “groove” (the close-
hauled course that produces optimum
speed and pointing angle, i.e., VMG—
velocity made good into the wind). Sail-
ing upwind in such conditions you
should need to move the rudder joystick
only to come about or avoid obstruc-
tions, unless you prefer to tune for a
tad of weather helm (by raking your
mast a smidge farther aft—about 1/16"
measured from the transom to the top
of the mast, “dimension C” in the Tun-
ing Guide—to move your rig’s center
of effort aft of your hull’s center of lat-
eral resistance).

With all your steering, while beat-
ing and on reaches and runs, keep in
mind that the 914’s rudder is quite large

compared to full-scale sailboats, and the
drag it creates when deflected is also.
Minimize the amount of steering you
do; this rule applies to all sailboats, but
over steering is particularly slow in a
CR 914. Despite its size, the high-as-
pect-ratio CR 914 rudder stalls and cavi-
tates easily when it is deflected very far,
for example when you try to bear off
sharply at high speed after rounding a
windward mark, or while beating in
heavy air when you deflect the joystick
hard to try to overcome the severe
weather helm generated by a strong
gust. After stalling has occurred, about
all you get from a markedly deflected
rudder is drag, with little or no turning
moment. Thus, expert helming of a CR
914 is similar to driving any full-scale
high-performance sailboat: it requires
fairly precise coordination of sail trim
and rudder deflection. There is one big
difference, however. Since you do not
have the option of trimming the main
and jib separately, to recover from a
knockdown or to bear off sharply in
heavy air when you ease the sheet you
may need to briefly accept marked
luffing—it looks sloppy but it’s consid-
erably faster and more effective than
trying to ‘yank’ the boat around with
the rudder alone. ���
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Fig. 1  – Sailing physics 101. A parallelogram
of forces showing the force generated by the
wind on the sails (F

S
) and its components, a

lateral “heeling” force (F
H
) and the

longitudinal force (F
C
) that propels the boat

along its course.

Fig. 2 – How a keel really works. In accord with Newton’s
first law of motion, ‘at rest,’ i.e. in uniform motion (with
no acceleration or deceleration), sail forces (F

S
, F

H
, and F

C
)

are exactly balanced by the hull force (F
h
) and its

components of drag (D
h
) and the lift (L

h
) generated by

leeway and the keel’s angle of attack ( λ) as it moves forward
through the water. These diagrams are adapted from Fig.
3.4 (a) in The Symmetry of Sailing: The Physics of Sailing
for Yachtsmen by Ross Barnett, Sheridan House, Dobbs
Ferry, NY, 1987.2

2. The physics of sailing is a fascinating and remarkably complex subject. If you find it
intriguing you will get many hours of enjoyment from reading this book, the author of
which is a member of the Physics Department at the University of Auckland, New
Zealand. Also recommended: High Performance Sailing by Frank Bethwaite, TAB
Books Division of McGraw-Hill, Inc., Blue Ridge Summit, PA, 1993.

Lift – Sixty-three years ago when I
began learning to sail (I still am—sail-
ing won’t be nearly as much fun if I ever
stop learning) I thought my Snipe’s cen-
terboard was a big ‘barn door’ that stuck
down in the water to prevent side slip-
ping caused by the pressure of the wind
on its sails. My 13-year-old physicist’s
concept of the forces acting on my sail-
boat resembled Figure 1; the apparent
wind blowing on my sails generated a
force vector (FS), the forward compo-
nent of which (FC) drove the boat along
its course, while the leeward component

(FH)—the H stands for heeling—was
largely negated by what I conceptual-
ized as lateral ‘drag’ created by that barn
door down below. Book learning that I
finally tackled about 15 years later in-
troduced me to the concept of the bal-
ance of forces shown in Figure 2, in
which FH is exactly offset by an equal
and opposite lift vector (Lh) generated
by the motion of the centerboard
through the water at a small angle of
attack (λ) as a result of the leeway
caused by FH. But I must confess that it
wasn’t until some 35 years after that,
when I began to sail a high-performance
sport boat with an extremely high-as-
pect-ratio keel that the practical signifi-
cance of this ‘graduate level’ physics
lesson finally sank in. One day, with my
Ultimate 20 moored alongside a dock
and an eight-knot wind blowing over
the dock toward her port beam, I cut
her loose and trimmed her sails for a
reach, expecting her to start to sail es-
sentially parallel to the dock. Instead,
to my astonishment she simply slid rap-
idly sideways away from the dock, and
I had to ease her main and back her jib
to turn her onto a broad reach before

she would start moving for-
ward enough for her keel to
begin to generate sufficient
lift to stop her slide.

The CR 914’s keel be-
haves exactly the same
way: it needs plenty of for-
ward speed to generate lift.
This has two very impor-
tant implications. (1) A 914
doesn’t like to be pinched
(sailed closer to the wind
than the groove). As soon
as pinching slows her down
a little, even though her
pointing angle to the wind
remains high she begins to
slip more to leeward
through the water, a fact
that may not be apparent
unless you are standing di-
rectly ahead of or behind

her. Thus when you pinch you lose
speed and lose ground to leeward as
well. Never pinch to spill wind when
overpowered by gusts the way you may
have been taught to do with a conven-
tional (read, “old-fashioned”) sailboat.
Instead, keep your CR 914 driving at
full speed through the gusts on her nor-
mal close-hauled course and ease the
sheets slightly to depower the sails
when necessary to keep her on her feet.
(2) After you have fallen into a hole (one
of those miserable spots, sometimes un-
foreseen and even invisible, where the
wind just decides to quit) and your boat
has slowed way down or stopped com-
pletely, when the wind returns she will
slide sideways until she accelerates
enough to regain lift from her fins. She
will accelerate faster and end up losing
less ground to leeward if you will ease
your sheets a little and bear off, maybe
as much as 30 degrees, for a second or
two when the wind starts to fill her sails
again. As she begins to accelerate,
gradually trim in and head up toward
the appropriate close-hauled course,
arriving there precisely at the moment
that she gets back up to full speed again.
This takes practice to get it right, but it
will pay big dividends when you are
competing against other boats.

Future chapters – In the next is-
sue we will get out of the water and
begin a series of ‘lessons’ about read-
ing the wind and trimming sails upwind
and down. We’ll talk about playing
wind shifts and gusts, we’ll go into de-
tail about the sometimes elusive upwind
groove, and you’ll learn some ways to
tell when you are sailing by the lee—
which occurs often in model sailing be-
cause it is hard to recognize it when you
aren’t physically present in the boat.
Stay tuned. And please let me know
what you would like to see covered in
this “Just Sailing” section and subse-
quent ones that will be titled “Begin-
ning to Race,” “Getting Faster and
Smarter,” and “Your First Regatta.” 



Winter 2009 the CRONICLE 61:5

ost sailors recognize the
merits of racing on wind-
ward-leeward courses with

Race Course Management
by Mark Benedict

to the wind direction we set up an ad-
justing rig which could shift one of the
starting marks from shore. This worked
well so long as the adjusting tackle
didn’t foul on the bottom or get jammed
up with errant fishing line. My backup
was a leaky inflatable rowboat or, dur-
ing warm weather, paddling an old
sailboard that had been out of use for
10 or 15 years…(all right, more like 20
years). We always had a vessel on hand,
but as often as not it didn’t leave shore.

In 2006 and 2007 some significant
changes to our sailing program  ramped
up the course management require-
ments at Plattwood Park. As part of a
D.E.P. initiative, the town removed the
phragmites* that had lined most of the
shore on our pond. This opened up the
control area so that in prevailing S-SW
and occasional N-NE winds we could
walk with our boats along the eastern
shore. With this upgrade in venue qual-
ity we were emboldened to start host-
ing model sailing events at Plattwood,
resulting in two Spring Regattas and the
2007 CR 914 Nationals. As it happens,
the prevailing winds at these events
were not necessarily the prevailing
winds that we had planned for, but we
made the best of it and managed to pull
off three successful regattas.

For the regattas, Brian Jobson, now
our stalwart commodore, devised a
buoy system that has become an inte-
gral part of how we set up our courses.
This system, which was described in
CRonicle 55, with some minor modifi-
cations has worked out extremely well.
The marks of the course are set up in
pairs, one of which is always yellow,
indicating an offset mark. The others are
of varying colors to help identify course
selections. Secured at the bottom leg of
each buoy, there is a 12-foot-long con-
nector line, stretched taut by anchors
tethered to each buoy which pull in op-
posite directions. Maintaining this four-
boat-length distance to the offset makes
for a useful measuring stick as boats ap-
proach the four length zone, which as
we all know is often a pretty subjective
judgment. It also establishes that if a
boat has inside rights at the mark round-
ing, then those rights remain intact at
the offset. Mark room is probably the
most hotly contested rules situation in
model sailing; this arrangement helps
(a little). In addition to maintaining six
mark pairs, we also use a half dozen
mooring whip buoys to create start and
finish lines. Different colored pennants
made from spinnaker cloth are flown
from the tops of the whips, helping the
race committee to determine wind di-
rection and identify starting or finish-
ing marks. We are fortunate in that the
Town of Deep River allows us to keep�

A phragmite (Sedge Warbler, Acrocephalus
schoenobaenus, also known as Phragmite
des joncs) perched in a stand of phragmites.

The DPMYC stake boat with its electric trolling motor makes a rescue during the 2007 Nationals.
Also shown are several of the turning marks and one of the whip buoys.

* Editor’s note: the phragmites (botanical name:
Phagmites australis) Mark mentions are also
known as common reeds. Incidentally, Sedge
Warblers are sometimes also referred to as
phragmites. Imagine my joy at finding on the
Internet a picture of a phragmite in phragmites!

port mark roundings and square start-
ing lines. This is true in CR 914 racing
just as with sailing in larger boats. Pond
winds are often fickle, making course
layout and selection a constant chal-
lenge, so it takes some ambition and
some effort to maintain the quality rac-
ing which results from good course
management.

While the Dry Pants Model Yacht
Club was preparing to host our first
Spring Regatta in 2007, I found that I
had received the title of Waterfront Di-
rector. This ad hoc nomination sounded
important, but the actual basis for it was
that I own a pickup truck and a dinghy
and had, for a couple of years, been de-
livering the mark/rescue boat to the
pond on race days. As I had become
somewhat addicted to this model rac-
ing and rarely missed an opportunity to
sail, folks could generally rely on my
presence with the boat.

In the early days at Plattwood Pond,
we had enough racing marks in the
water that we could come up with some-
thing resembling a windward/leeward
course that was generally ‘close
enough.’ To keep the starting line square

M

photo credit: Bill Tubbs
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Race Course at Plattwood Pond
DPMYC

all of these marks on the water for the
entire season of DPMYC fleet racing,
thus obviating the need for creating a
course from scratch every week.

The diagram below depicts the mark
arrangement at Plattwood for the ‘pre-
ferred,’ prevailing wind directions.
There are occasions when a good course
and starting line can be chosen from one
of the ‘stock’ options available with this
course geometry, but usually a tweak
here or there is necessary. The mark boat
is always launched and fine-tune course
adjustments are usually made even
when it is a guessing game as to where
the wind will shift and fill. (There are
those days when, whatever you do with
the course, it will be wrong). Note that
there are two options at either end of
the course for weather and leeward
turning marks. By setting two mooring
whips between the mark pairs, we can
then choose from four different start
lines at each end. Two additional moor-
ing whips in the middle of the course
can be used for start or finish lines; gen-
erally we prefer starting at the far lee-
ward end, as shown, allowing for a long

weather leg to begin the race which
helps spread out the fleet for that first
mark rounding at the top of the course.
Start line length is typically set at about
one boat length for each boat on the line.
Since we are usually set up with mul-
tiple start line choices, it becomes very
important for the race committee to be
sure that the racers understand which
starting line has been selected. Although
having multiple choices for the finish
line can help prevent one end from be-
coming heavily favored, it is not rec-
ommended. Too much time elapses af-
ter the course is announced, causing
short memories to result in crossing the
wrong finish line. (I wouldn’t know
how this feels; it happened to a friend
of mine.)

The final upgrades to our course
management system were the acquisi-
tions of an electric outboard motor and
a nice lightweight fiberglass dinghy
donated by Brian Jobson and Jake Leo,
respectively. With the right equipment
and set up, methods for setting and
making adjustments to the course have
become quick and easy. For anchors,

Commodore Jobson has supplied us
with 1" thick by 4" squares of cast lead,
fitted with an eye bolt for attaching the
rode which is made from 1/8" nylon
“flag halyard.” We also have some
store-bought anchors; I prefer the 5-lb.
mushroom over the small grapnel style
because it is less likely to snag. One
never knows what lies on the bottom of
a quarry pond; breaking free from a vin-
tage Buick can be difficult. The rode
for a single mooring whip buoy should
be only slightly longer than the pond
depth so the buoy won’t relocate with
every wind shift. Rode for the turning
mark pairs needs a scope of about 3:1
so that the marks are pulling against
each other. To help in setting the mark
pair, we also have a second ‘tow line’
of similar length secured to each anchor.
To move a mark pair, one anchor is
pulled up in order to retrieve the tow
line. Hanging on to the bitter end of the
tow line, the anchor is dropped back
over the side. The mark pair is then
towed to its location, with the second
anchor dragging over the bottom. While
both buoys are still moving through the
water, keeping each rode and the con-
nector line taught, the tow line is re-
leased, dropping the first anchor to the
bottom.

Pond winds are usually very shifty.
On a good day, when course manage-
ment has been successful, competitors
find that neither end of the starting line
is favored, and on the beat to weather
the boats spend about the same amount
of time on port and starboard tacks. This
creates a playing field that most favors
the skipper who is adept at dialing in to
the vagaries of the wind. And in yacht
racing, friends, that is what separates
the winners from the rest of us. 

“There are 1011 stars in the galaxy. That used to be a huge number. But it’s only
a hundred billion. It’s less than the national deficit! We used to call them
astronomical numbers. Now we should call them economical numbers.”

                                                                                          RICHARD FEYNMAN, 1987
                      Quoted in the preface to the classic monograph, Six Easy Pieces

[Feynman’s remark, made during one of his physics lectures at Caltech in 1987,
has become woefully obsolete. The national debt currently exceeds 1013 (ten
trillion) dollars. 1011 is only twice the toll of the Bernard Madoff swindle, and
it is seven times less than the bank bailout to date.]
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ing a mark on her proper course. That
is, she does not need to give a boat room
to keep clear when she changes course
or acquires right of way. That other boat
must now anticipate such actions or
outcomes from a right-of-way boat
rounding a mark. Note, however, that
exoneration does not apply if Rule 14
[AVOIDING CONTACT] is broken and oth-
erwise avoidable damage occurs. Ex-
oneration is also provided to a boat tak-
ing room to which she is entitled at an
obstruction if she breaks a rule of Sec-
tion A or Rule 15 [ACQUIRING RIGHT OF

WAY] or Rule 16 [CHANGING COURSE].��

Exoneration – A new concept, de-
signed to avoid ambiguities in the old
rules, is contained in new Rule 18.5
[Exoneration]. A boat entitled to mark-
room shall be exonerated if she breaks
a rule of Section A [RIGHT OF WAY] be-
cause another boat failed to provide
room. She also shall be exonerated if
she breaks a Section A rule while round-
ing a mark on her proper course. That
is, she does not need to give a boat room
to keep clear when she changes course
or acquires right of way. That other boat
must now anticipate such actions or
outcomes from a right-of-way boat
rounding a mark. Note, however, that
exoneration does not apply if Rule 14
[AVOIDING CONTACT] is broken and oth-
erwise avoidable damage occurs. Ex-
oneration is also provided to a boat tak-
ing room to which she is entitled at an
obstruction if she breaks a rule of Sec-
tion A or Rule 15 [ACQUIRING RIGHT OF

WAY] or Rule 16 [CHANGING COURSE].��

New Racing Rules
by Dick Martin

T he new Racing Rules of Sailing
2009-2012 took effect on Janu-
ary 1. On paper this revision is

much more extensive than the previous
one in 2005, as witnessed by many
strikethroughs (deletions) and much red
ink (new rules or wordings) in the high-
lighted version of the new RRS on the
ISAF website (that version is a mess; if
you want to print a copy of the new rules
from the ISAF website go to www.
sailing.org/tools/documents/RRS2009-
2012-%5B5950%5D.pdf). Most of the
changes are cosmetic or trivial, how-
ever, intended to clarify the intent of the
old rules, e.g., an extensive rewrite of
the three-page Section C [AT MARKS AND

OBSTRUCTIONS]. But there are a few
changes that will have very significant
effects.

The following is by no means in-
tended to be a complete or definitive
discussion of the new version of the
RRS. Plenty of other resources are, or
soon will be, available, such as issue
#104 of David Dellenbaugh’s Speed&
Smarts, Nov/Dec 2008; an ongoing se-
ries by Dick Rose in Sailing World; and
Understanding the Racing Rules of
Sailing 2009-2012 by Dave Perry and
Brad Dellenbaugh. Be sure to take the
time to read at least one such source;
but until you can find the time to do so,
here is a brief capsule.

Now you can always sail below
your proper course – The deletion of
the second paragraph of Rule 17 [O N

THE SAME  TACK; PROPER COURSE] will have
the most fundamental effect on how we
play our game. When sailing off the
wind, a windward boat is no longer pro-
hibited from sailing below her proper
course to try to block an overtaking boat
to leeward (once an overlap occurs, of
course, the windward boat does become
obligated to keep clear under Rule 11
[ON THE SAME  TACK , OVERLAPPED]).

Marks and obstructions are now
treated separately – You will need to
study the new Section C [AT MARKS AND

OBSTRUCTIONS] and the newly defined/
redefined terms “mark-room” and
“zone” primarily so you won’t be sur-
prised by their wordings when you have
to use them in a protest some day. But
for our radio-sailing version of the
sport, the rewrite of Rules 18 (now en-
titled MARK-ROOM) and 19 (now entitled
ROOM TO PASS AN OBSTRUCTION) basically
only simplifies and clarifies the intent
of the old rules. For full-scale boats the
“zone” is now three hull lengths, but
for us it remains four lengths as defined
in Appendix E. There are other, more
subtle, differences. Previously room at
a mark included room for an inside boat
to tack when tacking would be consid-
ered a normal part of the rounding ma-
neuver. Under the new definition of
mark-room a boat is entitled to tack only
when she is overlapped to windward
and inside a boat that is giving mark-
room. The previously undefined con-
cept of being “about to round or pass a
mark” has now been established to
mean when a boat or the lead boat of a
group has entered the zone.

Mark-Room   Room for a boat to sail to the
mark, and then room to sail her proper course
while at the mark. However, mark-room does
not include room to tack unless the boat is
overlapped to windward and on the inside of

the boat required to give mark-room.

18 MARK-ROOM
18.1 When Rule 18 Applies

Rule 18 applies between boats when they are required
to leave a mark on the same side and at least one of
them is in the zone. However, it does not apply

(a) between boats on opposite tacks on a beat to
windward,

(b) between boats on opposite tacks when the
proper course at the mark for one but not both
of them is to tack,

(c) between a boat approaching a mark and one
leaving it, or

(d) if the mark is a continuing obstruction, in which
case rule 19 applies.

boat is fetching an obstruction that is
also a mark, breaks Rule 20.3 [When Not
to Hail] even though the hailed boat
must give the hailing boat room to tack
(and then protest).

20.3 When Not to Hail

A boat shall not hail unless safety requires her to make
a substantial course change to avoid the obstruction.
Also, she shall not hail if the obstruction is a mark
that the hailed boat is fetching.

1. Room to tack!

3. Hey, you have to
give me room to
keep clear.

2. You tack!

4. Not under the
2009 rules.

Protest! é WIND

Exoneration when tacking at an obstructionRoom to tack at an obstruction –
This rule has a new number (20 [ROOM

TO TACK  AT AN OBSTRUCTION]) but it still
works almost exactly the same way.
Except now for safety reasons, a boat
that has been hailed for room to tack
must respond by tacking immediately
or  hailing “You tack” even if some con-
ditions of Rule 20 are not met. And a
boat hailing for room to tack when
safety does not require her to alter
course substantially, or when the other

18.5 Exoneration
When a boat is taking mark-room to which she is
entitled, she shall be exonerated

(a) if, as a result of the other boat failing to give her
mark-room, she breaks a rule of Section A, or

(b) if, by rounding the mark on her proper course,
she breaks a rule of Section A or rule 15 or 16.
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o a first time spectator, model
sailboat racing looks like a se-
rene and pastoral sport. From

Reducing frustration and improving racing skills
by Brian Jobson

mornings and Tuesday evenings, a
schedule which has resulted in over
7,000 CR 914s crossing a starting line
this season.

At mid season this year we saw the
need to help some of our members with
their basic skills. We initiated a coach-
ing program to help those who wanted
it. Including myself, four sailors from
the club volunteered to leave our boats
on the beach and act as coaches for one
Tuesday evening a month. Coaching
was available to every sailor in our club,
including the coaches themselves, but
we could only work with four members
per month and only from May through
August when there is enough light for
at least an hour and a half of racing and
coaching.

The program
Intent – To help those in our club

who want to improve their racing skills
with the aid of a coach.

Schedule – Every first and third
Tuesday evening of the month. Those
who are scheduled in June get the long-
est sessions due to our “sail until we
can’t see” evening race schedule.
Scheduling is important to keep the en-
tire club from descending on the avail-
able coaches on any given evening.
Those seeking help sign up for the pro-
gram and are scheduled in the order re-
ceived. A coach is assigned to work with
that member for that evening session.

Coaches – It is important to select
coaches who have patience and reason-
able people skills. Some of the best sail-
ors may not be the best to select as
coaches for one reason or another. We
schedule only two coaches on any rac-
ing session to minimize the chatter that
coaching produces. I am very grateful
to Chuck Poindexter, Chuck Luscomb,
and Mark Benedict who donated their
time to serve as coaches this year.

Curriculum – There is no set pro-
gram or teaching method. Each session
seems to self-direct to the individual
needs of each member and the coach’s
approach to offering his guidance.
Coaches will focus on the problems
each individual student is having—my
boat is slow, my boat constantly heads

the sidelines, the boats appear to move
easily through the water in perfect or-
der, almost a slow ballet. What the ca-
sual observer is missing is the high load
of adrenalin that is pulsing through the
arteries and to the thumbs of every
sailor with a radio in his hands.

Control of any racing machine can
take a long time to master. Model sail-
ing is no different. The basics of learn-
ing to sail a model sailboat, developing
the skills to sail at all points of the wind,
takes a relatively short period of time
to learn. This does not translate into
winning races. We have seen some frus-
tration from members of our own fleet
who watch the top six sailors every
week finish in the top six places. The
“more you sail the better you get” does
not always seem to hold true. What is
missing? What are the secrets so closely
guarded at the top end and how do we
access them? Reading and applying
what you have read only goes so far.
What is needed is a coaching program.

We at the Dry Pants Model Yacht
Club are fortunate to have a strong
group of top-end sailors, most of whom
are willing to travel and race at other
venues. This only adds to the depth of
their experiences and abilities. We also
benefit from racing on both Sunday

T

Outside Help – The one significant
change to the rules of Appendix E sim-
ply fixes an oversight. Rule E4.2(b)(3)
has been added to allow a competitor
who is racing to receive “help in the
form of information freely available to
all competitors.” (I wonder what sea-
lawyer must have protested an
opponent’s boat under the old E4.2(b)
after someone shouted to the fleet some-
thing like “watch out for those weeds
ahead”?)1 

E4.2 Outside Help
Rule 41 is changed to

(a) A competitor shall not give tactical or strategic
advice to a competitor who is racing.

(b)  A competitor who is racing shall not receive
outside help, except

(1) a boat that has gone ashore or aground
outside the launching area, or become
entangled with another boat or a mark, may
be freed and relaunched with help from a
rescue boat crew;

(2) competitors who are not racing and others
may give help in the launching area as
permitted by rule E4.5;

(3) help in the form of information freely available
to all competitors.

1 Sea lawyers can still have fun with Rule E4.2(b). It can be construed to prohibit outside help if, for
example, a competitor should fall in the pond while racing. Strictly interpreted, E4.2(b) implies that
she must refuse assistance or retire from the race!

President Bush has said that he
is saddened to hear about the
demise of Lehman brothers

...  and that his thoughts  go
out to their mother, as losing
one son is hard enough but
losing two is a real tragedy.

The Dry Pants Coaching Program:
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THE CR 914 CLASS FINISHED 2008 well
in the black, with a bank balance of
$4,334.59. Don’t start planning ways to
spend a large dividend check from the
class, however: more than sixty percent
of this total is committed to the fulfill-
ment of current CRonicle subscriptions,
many of which extend into 2011 and
beyond (current record: July, 2013).
During 2008 the class had an income
of $2,052, $357 from 51 new registra-
tions and transfers, and $1,695 from

No bailout required
by Dick Martin

new and renewal subscriptions to the
CRonicle. Expenses totaled $1,865.22
($1,034.33 for printing and producing
the CRonicle and 33 pages of registra-
tion/transfer packet materials), $704.00
for postage, $117.89 for office ex-
penses, and $9.00 for class website do-
main registration). Incidentally, server
rental and all other website costs are
donated to the class by our webmaster,
Pablo Godel; thank you, Pablo!

Anticipating that our remarkably

healthy fiscal status  may trigger a fed-
eral investigation, I plan to relinquish
the use of the CR 914 corporate jet on
my annual all-expenses-paid trip to the
Nationals this year, and I have asked
the class Advisory Committee to can-
cel my usual six-figure bonus for 2008.
Following the lead of a nearby state
governor, however, I plan to recover
that lost income when I sell the Class
Secretary position to the highest bidder
later this year. 

into the wind, my boat is fast on one
tack and slow on the other, etc.

Four common help areas
For most sailors there are four ba-

sic areas of need: tuning the boat for
the conditions, sailing skills, racing
rules, and tactics. I have recom-
mended that coaches advise their
charges to show-up at pond side 30
minutes early for help with tuning.
I stress that we are not to tune their
boats for them but rather help them
tune their own boats, with expla-
nations as to the why we do this or
that to the various adjustments.

1. Tuning – We work on mast
rake; centering the mast with the
shrouds ;  jib sheeting angle;
straightening bent rudders; repair-
ing bent masts; and optimizing sail
shape (after observing the boat dur-
ing a test sail) by adjusting vang,
outhaul, Cunningham and jib hal-
yard tensions as well as backstay/
forestay and lower shroud tensions.

2. Sailing Skills – Most of the
sailors tend to over steer their
boats. The most productive lesson
to teach is keeping your thumbs off
the rudder. Small adjustments to
test for lifts and  headers is all that
is needed. We also have a large number
of RC flyers in our club who often start
out sailing like they fly with large quick
radial movements of the rudder. Be ob-
servant of the boats around you. Watch
the boats ahead of you sailing up wind

and those behind you on down-wind
legs. Train to see the header or the lift
before it gets to your boat.

3. Rules – Rules knowledge is a
critical issue with this sport (with some
variable depending on a given club’s
general attitude). During the racing/

training lesson it is easy to teach rules
as they happen. Starting is where the
rules begin. Most know they should not
be over the line early. Many will foul
others unknowingly to stop from being
over the line early. As situations at the

start and throughout the race are devel-
oping, we teach the rules showing when
you have rights and when you do not.

4. Tactics – Beginning sailors gen-
erally do not know any tactics; their in-
tent is to follow and hope for the best.
Teaching how to look 20 feet ahead and

plan for what is happening on the
course regarding wind and other
boats, is difficult at best. They as-
sume that the top sailors are doing
it by instinct. They do not under-
stand that the top sailors are sail-
ing at a number of different points
from their boat. The top sailor is
seeing what the immediate situation
at the boat is, but he is also looking
20 feet up the course for his next
tactical move. This then moves out
to 40 and then 100 feet. When I
sailed in San Diego I was watch-
ing mooring pennants 300 to 600
feet away to see what was coming
in the way of headers and lifts in
order to make early decisions. The
coach will try to get his charge to
begin looking at the entire course.
Summary

The success of the Dry Pants
coaching program still remains to
be determined. This year we helped
eight sailors in our club. Next year

with an earlier start and over a full rac-
ing season our four coaches can help
sixteen. The intent is not to be a sailing
school, but to assist frustrated members
of our club who want to improve their
racing skills. 
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RADIO ACTIVITY
Mounting dual receivers for the Spektrum DX6i

by Jean Malthaner

t was great when Spektrum came
out with the DX6 2.4 GHz system,
which removed the limitations of

the standard Hitec HS755 or 765 sail
servo and HS 311 rudder servo (see the
grid on the background paper for di-
mensions) and the shapes of two pieces
of 0.040 styrene sheet that are used to
mount the AR6200 receivers to the ser-
vos. I used thin double backed tape to
attach the styrene strip to the servos and
Velcro to attach the receivers to the

crystal-based radio systems and pro-
vided us with computer input flexibil-
ity for servo travel, dual rates, zero trim,
battery status and audible signals and
warnings. I wrote several articles
(CRonicle 55 & 56) on integration into
the CR 914, showing the AR6000 re-
ceiver with several servo combinations.
Chuck Winder and I did some experi-
menting with the cumbersome 3.75"
antennas and found that the antennas
could be shortened to approximately 1.2
inches (1/4 wave length) to re-orient
them higher off the waterline (antenna
reflection plane) for a more reliable
command to the receiver. Almost every-
body was happy with their new ‘toy’
except Spektrum, which replaced the
DX6 with the DX6i. The DX6i uses
primary and remote AR6200 receivers
with short antennas. Here we go again.
So now I’ll try to describe two differ-
ent servo board installations that I’ve
made to accommodate the DX6i’s AR
6200 receivers.

Figure 1 shows my modification of
the standard servo board for mounting

I

FIGURE 1

mounting strips.
Figures 2 and 3 show where the

strips are located on the servos. This ar-
rangement is quite tight for battery

FIGURE 4

FIGURE 2

FIGURE 3

changing and clearance with the slid-
ing hatch cover. These problems are less
serious with the high-torque servo
board described below.

The new servo board that I am now
using in #1411 was designed as a “quick
change board.” It uses a Hitec HS5955
high-torque sail servo and a HS311 or
425 rudder servo mounted on the for-
ward end of the board. All of the elec-
tronics are hard mounted to the board
(servos, receivers, battery on/off switch
and all the associated wiring), so all I
would have to do to get back sailing
after a failure of any component would
be to remove the sail servo arm (one
screw), pop the rudder rod off  its servo
arm, remove the two screws on the aft
end of the servo board, remove the com-
plete unit, and slip in a back-up board
(total time lost: approximately “two
minutes”).

Unlike the AR6200 receiver instal-
lations on the modified stock servo
board, on the high-torque board I made
small 0.040 sheet styrene brackets to
mount the receivers to the new 0.10
plastic board.

Figure 4 shows the forward fixed
remote receiver installation and the aft
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rotating primary re-
ceiver mount. When
making these brack-
ets be sure that the
receivers rest right
against the board to
allow adequate hatch
cover clearance. Fig-
ure 5 shows how the
aft primary receiver
and bracket is easily
rotated to provide ad-
ditional clearance
when installing or
changing the battery.

Figure 6 shows
the location of my

FIGURE 5

FIGURE 6

A practical way to check batteries in the field
by Dick Martin

JEAN MALTHANER  AND I INDEPENDENTLY

discovered a fairly inexpensive ‘loaded’
voltmeter that can be used to estimate
the remaining capacity of boat battery
packs. The Hobbico Mk III shown here
costs about $25 and is available at RC
hobby shops and online from Tower
Hobbies (www3.towerhobbies.com/cgi-
bin/wti0001p?&I=HCAP0356). As re-
peated ad nauseam in this column, un-
loaded voltage measurements are mean-
ingless; voltage always must be mea-
sured across a load that approximates
the load produced by the boat servos
while racing. The circuits in this gad-
get use switchable resistors to measure
voltage while drawing current from 4-
cell and 5-cell battery packs. Measure-
ments by the Midwest Branch of the CR
914 Laboratories show that when it is
set to test a 4-cell (“4.8V”) battery the
device uses a resistance of 28 Ω and at
a loaded voltage reading of 4.8 V it
draws 214 mA; its 5-cell (“6.0V”) set-
ting uses 24 Ω  and at a loaded voltage
of 6.0 V it draws 200 mA. These cur-
rents are somewhat lower than the 250
mA “simulated load” claimed in
Hobbico’s advertising and the ~300 mA
drawn while sailing in average winds,
but the voltages reported on the digital
readouts, and their reports of “OK” or
“RECHARGE” when those voltages
are above or below 4.8 V (4-cell set-
ting) and 6.0 V (5-cells) provide a quick,

easy and reliable way to tell whether
boat batteries need to be replaced be-
fore the end of a long day of racing.

One notoriously obsessive-compul-
sive 914er has gone off the deep end of
gadgetry and uses the Mk-III in con-

A Hobbico digital voltmeter is attached to a
home-made cable that connects directly to the
male BEC connector on a boat battery pack.

Plots of loaded battery voltage vs. time to
failure for two 5-cell boat battery packs.

Digital readouts for 4.8V and 6.0V settings.

junction with charts that show measured
voltage-under-load plotted against time
remaining until that voltage will fall
dangerously close to the servo cut-off
voltage. Let’s say that during the noon
break I find the loaded voltage of my
2,500 mAh 5-cell battery to be 6.25 V.
From the chart I can tell that my boat
batteries will last for at least three more
hours, but since that may be cutting
things a little close I will replace them
with a fresh 5-pack (the loaded voltage
of which I test and find to be a reassur-
ing  6.60 V before I install it). 

NiMH battery failures

PREMA T U R E FAILURE  of 2,700 mAH
NiMH batteries has been reported too
often to ignore. Causes may vary, but
the bottom line is clear. Never buy them,
and never charge them, or any other
high-capacity NiMHs, or, for that mat-
ter, any NiMHs of any capacity, with
any rapid charger, no matter how so-
phisticated or expensive. 

Four-cell transmitters

THE SPEKTRUM DX6i AND its non-com-
puterized $99 2.4 GHz cousin the DX5
use only four AA batteries. The origi-
nal DX6 and all Futaba 2.4 GHz radios
use eight cells. Big advantage DX6i and
DX5. 

battery shut-off switch and the 5/32"
styrene tubing that I use to keep the an-
tennas straight.

The changes that I have described
will not make your boat faster, but they
will make it better and easier to keep
your boat sailing during regattas.
Smooth sailing! 
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 photo credit: Jerry Gibbs

Laguna Lake Model Yacht Club
by Phil Adams

The lake we sail on often has
winds that produce whitecaps and
chop so we are always concerned with
how water tight our boats are. Sev-
eral of us have come up with meth-
ods of waterproofing that open slot
in the cockpit that the rudder operat-
ing rod passes through, which are
shown on the next page. They all
work, and none seems any more ef-
fective than any other. One is to cover
the slot with a rubber boot glued to
the outside flange. Another is to run
the rod through a nyrod sleeve ep-
oxied into the middle of the slot. The
simplest method is to drill a hole in a
piece of plastic to match the size of
the rod and glue that to the outside of
the slot. All three of these methods
will limit the movement laterally of
the rod but that does not seem to ef-
fect the operation of the rudder and
in fact it might make for a sturdier
connection and movement. 

photo credit: Howard Grisham

The Lake Laguna fleet in action. The composition and image quality of this high-resolution (originally 2,952 x 1,968), “superfine” JPEG quality,
4.15 MB photo would have qualified for a CRonicle cover had it lent itself to a ‘portrait’ format. It was shot with an ultracompact point and shoot
Canon Powershot SD850 at maximum zoom (4X, 35mm lens equivalent of 140mm).

OU R C L U B MEMBERSHIP is made up
mostly of retirees so we are able to get
together a couple of weekdays each
week. This is great, we get in about
10 to 15 races each day with a core
group of enthusiastic guys. We would
like to increase our membership of
course and have tried several differ-
ent methods including sailing on some
weekends to attract those working
folks to our club. As we are located in
an area with a relatively small popula-
tion (for California) getting the word
out to the broad base of potential mem-
bers is essential. I’m sure there are
other clubs in the same boat (pun in-
tended) so I thought I’d pass on a
couple of ways that have worked for
us in spreading the word.

One is our website that is cared for
by our able webmaster Wade Akle.
Since the website address (http://
llmyc.spaces.live.com) is included in
our listings on the AMYA and CR 914

class websites, interested folks have an
easy connection to the club venue and
our sailing schedule. A website does not
have to be an expensive proposition; in
fact you can put together a webpage and
publish it for free on many internet pro-
vider sites.

Another thing that worked well re-
cently was an article and photos about
the club that was published in a local
periodical that is distributed free to many
places as well as having a small sub-
scription base. The author just happened
to come by the lake while we were sail-
ing and saw the opportunity to come up
with a submission to the magazine. The
day after that issue of the magazine came
out we had several visitors who had not
known we existed before come by the
lake just because of the article. I’m sure
that most areas must have just such a
periodical or two, and they are always
looking for human interest items to add
to their publication.
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Rubber boot Nyrod sleeve Plastic ‘cover’

photo credits: Phil Adams

Shoreline Model Yacht Club
by Dick Martin

HERE ARE THE FINAL STANDINGS of the
2008 racing season at the Shoreline
Model Yacht Club in Mountain View,
California as posted on the SMYC web-
site (eight regattas, two throwouts).

I recommend a visit to the SMYC
website at www.shorelinemyc.org to see

place name points

1st Bill Wright 83
2nd Steve Delva 135
3rd Pip Ziman 202
4th Bob Kolowich 205
5th Gary Watson 226
6th Cliff Craig 247
7th Jeff Solinger 303
- Philip Chou 315
- John Ebey 315

Shoreline Lake and SMYC ‘Pit row’ at SMYC

SMYC

how a small club website should look.
Here are a couple of photos that are
posted there along with lots of helpful
information about the club.

Marblehead Model Yacht Club
by Chuck Winder

Larchmont MYC

Action at the Pumpkin Pie Regatta. See www.
cr914class.org/regatta_ pumpkin_ pie.php .

photo credit: Ruthie Croxall

Inner Harbor MYC

Action at the George Dickel Cup Regatta on
Thanksgiving morning in Syracuse. See www.
cr914class.org/regatta_dickel.php.
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I n your travels, you may have heard people you know

Around the World in Nine Months
by Chuck Luscomb

until the “virtual became re-
ality” this year with the in-
troduction of the Volvo
Ocean Race Game.

The Volvo Ocean Race
Game by United Games is a
virtual version of its full size
counterpart, the Volvo
Ocean Race. The virtual
game runs the same courses
and same winds as the full
size version but with some
slight differences. The
screen you view while playing is a fair representation of what
a real “Chart Plotter” screen might look like on board any
one of the full size boats Nav stations. Virtual sailors navi-
gate their boats through a series of wind arrows that are placed
on the surface of the water. Sails are a full compliment of
storm sails, code zeros and
Spinnakers. There is a fair
amount of strategy in the
game as not all paths are the
fastest to the finish line. The
winds in the game are up-
dated every 12 hours rather
than rolling changes so that
home sailors do not have to
sit in front of their comput-
ers for extended periods of
time.

The game is essentially
free but “options” and “up-
grades” like autopilots and wind pilots as well as “sail repair
kits” can be purchased for a small fee. Roughly $35 gets you
all the bells and whistles for the entire race. Think about
how many times you dropped four quarters in a video game
that lasted about two minutes. This game lasts nine months!
That works out to a pretty good value. The benefits of the
game are vast compared to that of the real thing. You’re dry,

warm and comfortable while sailing. When you go off watch,
you don’t have to sleep in a pipe berth or worse, wet sails on
the cabin sole. Food is pretty much ready when you want it

and the best part, when you
do retire for the night, you
slide into your own bed.

When the full size race
started back in October,
45,000 registered online
sailors had already signed
up. Now, only a month and
a half into the nine month
odyssey, the number of reg-
istered players has exceeded
the 100,000 mark. How do
you sail a race with 100,000

boats in the water? You don’t actually see all the boats. The
game will randomly select boats to appear on your screen
during any one of the six 10 minute refreshes that occur ev-
ery hour while the game is running. You also have the ability
to add “friends” who will remain on your screen until you

remove them. It is quite easy
to set up groups of friends
to compete against each
other for top finish posi-
tions. If you are lucky
enough to be an overall win-
ner of a leg of the race, you
will be awarded a TNG
Swiss watch as well as as-
sorted other goodies. If you
win the entire race (best low
point over nine legs less
three discards) you win the
grand prize, a Volvo SUV!

As of this writing there are eight boats listed in the CR
914ers Group. This author is in 15th place overall in leg 3
from Cochin, India to Singapore. It is hard not to be excited,
and the best part is that when we are not able to sail real
boats or CR 914s, we can stay sharp playing The Volvo Ocean
Race Game. Won’t you join us? It is still not too late. Surf to
www.volvooceanracegame.org  and take a look. 

fantasizing about sailing around the world. For many of
us, this will remain a dream rather than a reality. That is

Lester C. (Budd) Conner, passed away
on November 1, 2008 at the age of 82.
Budd, who had been a member of the

In Memoriam:  Budd Conner
Marblehead Model Yacht Club before
moving to Maine in 1982, had CR 914
sail number 0, was a co-author of the

the initial version of the CR 914 class
rules, and served as the first CR 914
Class Secretary (1994-1996). 
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The 2008 season is over, and so far the class office has been informed about only one regatta for the 2009 season. You can
find the complete final 2008 schedule (which bears only a limited resemblance to the ones published initially), and links to
the results, photos, and reports of every regatta that was reported to the class office, on the class website at www.cr914class.
org/schedule_2008.php. 2009 regattas will be posted on the website as soon as we receive word about them.

2009 National Championship – October 16-18
San Diego Yacht Club and Mission Bay Model Yacht Pond, San Diego, CA

contact Dick Huntington - dickhuntington@cox.net     ]     www.cr914class.org/regatta_2009_nationals.php

Letters
From: Dick Martin
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2008 2:44 PM
To: Tom Barnett
Subject: CR 914 registration

Your CR 914 registration form and check
arrived in today’s mail, Tom, and your
registration package will be in the mail to
you tomorrow. Your sail number will be
1511.

From: Tom Barrett
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2008 5:15 PM
To: Dick Martin
Subject: Sail number 1511

My wife and I are sitting here somewhat
stunned; in fact she asked if I had
requested that number. My birthday is 5/11.
When I was in Vietnam my home address was
115 **** Street. My Squadron telephone
number in Vietnam was 11511. I got shot
down in aircraft 511.

Now you know why she suspects that I asked
for the number. I consider combinations of
fives and ones to be my lucky charm. The
racing fleet may be in trouble.

From: Grace Blanchard
Sent: Sunday, October 19, 2008 10:27 AM
To: cr914m@gmail.com
Subject: On the hard in Seattle

Chris Blanchard’s CR914 Kahuna has enticed
two other friends to treat themselves to CR
914’s. Chris, a quad, manages his Spektrum
servos with one toggle: forward/back for
the sail and side to side for the rudder.
Sailing 914’s has added a wonderful
dimension to his life.

Chris grew up in Marblehead, close to
Redd’s Pond. He now lives in Seattle. He’s
benefited from the support of both Chuck
Winder, Marblehead, and Jim Owens,
Seattle.

reach the boat. 
Soling, Star 45, and Footy sailor (and
CRonicle subscriber) Butch Alline from
Oak Ridge, Tennesee  came up with this
idea for boat storage when space is at a
premium. The cradle is mounted just be-
low the ceiling above the left side of a
single segmented garage door (the right

side of the space above the door is used
for sails). Note the ‘cleat’ at bottom to
keep keel against the wall and allow
clearance for the door.

Butch reports that the only down-
side is that a step stool is required to
reach the boat. 

Boat storage cradle idea
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New Registrations/Transfers
 Sail
 No. Boat name Owner City State

13 Pat Stadel San Diego CA

737 Voodoo David Graves Bronxville NY

767 David Dolan Severna Park MD

1370 Crazy Alan Kew Cape Porpoise ME

1511 Blue Mist Thomas A. Barrett, Jr. Corpus Christi T X

1512 Bella Jean Howard Grisham Atascadero CA

1513 Dan Edwards Randolph NJ

1514   Lennon n Lime II Paul T. Lennon Larchmont NY

1515 Spirit Christopher Gilbert Gig Harbor WA

1516 Joseph Ponticiello Mamaroneck NY

1517 Sean McLaughlin Fairhaven MA

When does my subscription expire?

Look at the mailing label on the cover of this issue. Imme-
diately after your name you will see a number. That will be
the last issue in your current subscription. If it says 64, for
example, you’re good through the fall of 2009. If it says 62
or 63, however, it might be a good idea to renew right
now, before you forget. And you are welcome to extend
your subscription any time. Your new subscription will sim-
ply be added to the number of issues remaining in your
current one.

Have you ever wondered whether the CRonicle was over-
due, only to go back and find that the last issue you re-
ceived bore a warning that it would be your last issue un-
less you renewed your subscription? There will be bright
fluorescent labels on the address page and at the top of
the first page of your last issue the next time your sub-
scription is due to run out. You need to remember to re-
new the very moment you see those colored labels! If you
don’t, you will receive a reminder (but no CRonicle) when
the next issue is published. But if you don’t renew then,
you won’t receive another reminder.

The CRonicle Honor Role

The following Heros of the CR 914 Class contributed
ideas, articles, reports, photos and/or letters for this
issue.

Phil Adams ................................................ Cambria, CA
Butch Alline ............................................Oak Ridge, TN

Tom Barnett .....................................Corpus Christi, TX
Mark Benedict ...............................................Essex, CT
Grace Blanchard........................................Seattle, WA
Ruthie Croxall ....................................... Larchmont, NY

Howard Grisham .................................Atascadero, CA
Brian Jobson ..............................................Wolcott, CT
Chuck Luscomb...................................Deep River, CT
Jean Malthaner .....................................San Diego, CA

Carole Martin ..........................................Columbia, MO
Dick Martin ..............................................Columbia, MO
Jill Poindexter ............................................Madison, CT
Bill Tubbs ............................................Marblehead, MA

Chuck Winder ....................................Marblehead, MA

Class website PASSWORD

This quarter’s password is:

CRyogenic
(remember: all passwords

are case sensitive)

This password will expire on April 5 and
will be replaced by a new password that
you will find in this location in Issue 62
of the CRonicle.

Deadlines for future CRonicles

submission  publication
issue deadline date

62 - Spring, 2009 .................March 15 ................. April 1

63 - Summer, 2009 ...............June 15 ................... July 1

64 - Autumn, 2009 ...........September 15 ........October 1

65 - Winter, 2010 ............. December 15 .........January 2

But submissions are welcome any time.  There’s no
law that says that you must wait until a deadline!

www.rcyachts.com

Dave Ramos
227 Main Street

Stevensville, MD 21666
(410) 604-3907
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Name
Address
City         State     Zip    Country
Telephone Email
Current AMYA membership number      AMYA Club number      Club Name

Send completed form to
AMYA Membership Secretary

Michelle Dannenhoffer
P.O. Box 360374

Melbourne, FL 32936
888-237-9524 (toll free)

Membership@ModelYacht.org

AMERICAN MODEL YACHTING ASSOCIATION
Application for membership

the AMYA Membership Form that was published on page 58 of Model Yachting, Issue 153, Fall, 2008.)

This application is for (please circle one):      New Membership       Renewal/Former

Check one: Adult: $25.00__,   Family: $27.50__,   Junior: $15__

Add $10 for postage in Canada and $15 for other countries. Add $10 for first class mail delivery in U.S.

Enclose check or money order payable to AMYA, or check one: MC__  VISA__  Discover__  AmEx__

         card number__________________________   expiration date________ signature________________________________

List all model sailboats you own:

class sail number

         CR 914 _______
______________ _______
______________ _______

Name Sail number(s)

Address

City, State, Zip

Email   Evening phone number (        )        -

AMYA Number (if you are a member of the American Model Yachting Association)

Sailing club affiliation (if any) Boat name:

Mail check
with this form to:

CR 914 Class Secretary
   1206 Castle Bay Place

 Columbia, MO 65203

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION to CR 914 COMMUNICATIONS
It’s quick and easy to do:

1. Check your name and address on the mailing label on the reverse side of this form.
2. If the information there is correct, all you need to fill in below is your current email address (they change often)

and anything else that is new or has changed since the last time you subscribed.
3. Write a check for $10 (18 months, 6 issues of the CRonicle) or $20 (13 issues) payable to R H Martin/AMYA.
4. Cut out this form. (If you prefer to make a copy of it be sure to copy both sides!)
5. Stick this form and your check in an envelope and mail to the address shown at the bottom of this form.

Questions?
Contact Dick Martin
cr914m@gmail.com

(573) 256-7213

Make check
payable to:

R H Martin/AMYA

Want to register
 another CR 914?

Download a registration form at
www.cr914class.org/pdfs/

registration_form.pdf
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CR 914 Class
1206 Castle Bay Place
Columbia, MO 65203
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