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Interlaken Heritage DaysInterlaken Heritage Days

SMILES sponsors canoe rides, 
board members grand marshals
SMILES was pleased to provide free canoe rides
through Wilderness Inquiry at Interlaken Heritage 
Days in Fairmont on June 11. It provided people 
of all mobility levels to get out on Budd Lake. 
Although the day had a mix of rain showers and 
sunshine, dozens of rides were provided. Later 
in the evening, SMILES Board Vice President 
Tom Winter and Board member Jean Marti of 
Fairmont rode in the SMILES ramp truck in the 
parade, serving as grand marshals. 

Enjoying the great outdoors at

To keep up with SMILES Center for Independent Living activities 
and services, be sure to become friends with us on Facebook and 

visit our website at smilescil.org
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SMILES’ new employee
Anna Johnson joined SMILES 
Center for Independent Living 
as a ILS Specialist in May. She 
provides Independent Living Skills 
                    Program Services 
                    for our consumers 
                    through interviewing, 
                    conducting intakes, 
                    assessments, provide training and 
                    follow-up to adults and youth who 
are involved in our program. This can be done in 
their classrooms, homes and community.  

Most of Anna’s career has been in healthcare 
as a nurse. She also is certified as a Recreation 
Therapist, Yoga Instructor and an End-of-Life 
Doula. She grew up in Southern Minnesota and 
has lived here most of her life here. Her hobbies 
include walking, spending time in nature, trav-
eling, yoga, gardening, reading, and arts and 
crafts. One of her two grown children lives in the 
Mankato area, with the other in Oregon. She 
also has a beagle named Molly.  

Anna Johnson

New
face

SMILES Board Vice President Tom Winter waves to people 
lining the streets for the Interlaken Heritage Days parade 
June 11. Barely visible next to him is Board member Jean 
Marti, who with Winter served as grand marshal of the 
parade. Driving the SMILES ramp truck is Mike Lagerquist, 
Community Education & Development Director, with Jenn 
Jones, Advocacy Manager alongside.

SMILES receives grant to 
assist in visit verification
SMILES Center for Independent Living is 
implementing Electronic Visit Verification 
(EVV) as mandated. This project is funded in 
part through a $3,000 grant from the Com-
munity Impact Fund of the Mankato Area 
Foundation. EVV allows SMILES employees 
to check in during consumer visits using 
their phone. Consumer verification and GPS 
positioning are additional features to confirm 
contact. Recording of the visits connects 
to the various reimbursment sources for 
SMILES services, streamlining that process 
as well. Implementation of EVV began in 
June. Thanks to the Mankato Area Founda-
tion for coordinating the grant.

Contact Anna at ajohnson@smilescil.org
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The PCA Choice Option is an alternative option 
for the traditional PCA Program in Minneso-
ta. Unlike traditional PCA services, the Choice 
Option allows for more control of services by the 
consumer. 

The aspects that increase a consumer’s control 
of their program under the Choice Option are:

     • Decision-making
     • Staff recruitment, hiring, training and termi-
nations
     • Full participation in the development of their 
plan of cares
     • PCA pay rates and Verification of timesheets
     • Their choice of and full collaboration with a 
Qualified Professional

The services provided under the Choice Option, 
similar to traditional programs, are required to 
be determined as “medically” necessary as the 
assessment determines the need for services 
described in the Service Plan. 

The services covered under the Choice Option 
are:

     • Activities of Daily Living: Bathing, Groom-
ing, Toileting, Mobility, Transferring, Positioning, 
Eating, and Dressing.
     • Instrumental Activities of Daily Living: Meal 
planning, shopping, light housekeeping, partici-
pation in the community, etc.
     • Behavior Interventions: Includes observing 
and redirecting behavior that interferes with com-
pletion of PCA services.

For more information about PCA Choice at 
SMILES Center for Indpendent Living, contact 
Katie at khanson@smilescil.org or call 
(507) 345-7139.

PCA Choice goes beyond 
PCA Program in Minnesota

SMILES gets Andreas Foundation gift
Southern Minnesota Independent Living Enter-
prises and Services (SMILES) received a $5,000 
gift from the Lowell & Nadine Andreas Founda-
tion in June. SMILES thanks the Andreas Foun-
dation, and the Mankato Area Foundation, for 
their continual support of our operations.

SMILES has received authorization for its Repre-
sentative Payee status. 

Social Security’s Representative Payee Program 
provides benefit payment management for its 
beneficiaries who are incapable of managing 
their Social Security or Supplemental Security 
Income. 

Authorization means that SMILES, which has 
been providing limited Representative Payee 
services, can get reimbursement for its services.

Although Social Security generally looks for 
family or friends to serve as payees, when they 
are not able to do so qualified organizations are 
sought out. 

SMILES receives authorization for 
services it provides consumers in
Representative Payee program
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Get on our electronic mailing list
If you would like to receive our newsletter sent 
electronically to your mailbox, visit this site and 
provide your name and email address: 
https://smilescil.org/services/

SMILES has job openings now
The following jobs are available. For a 
complete job description, visit smilescil.org/
careers:

Independent Living Skills Specialist, 
remote, Region 9 area, $14.14-$15.29/hour 
depending on experience and education.

Independent Living Skills Trainer, re-
mote, Region 9 area, $11.96-$12.95/hour.

Personal Care Assistant, in consumers’ 
homes, Region 9 area, $15.25/hour.

For more information about these positions,
visit https://smilescil.org/careers/ 

SMILES enjoyed Fun Days ParadeSMILES enjoyed Fun Days Parade

SMILES was represented in the North Mankato 
Fun Days Parade promoting our July adaptive 
water skiing activities. A big thank you to Zach 
Ulmer from Mankato Motorsports for use of his 
the boat and pulling it for us.

Thanks to Jonas (center) for riding in the Fun 
Days Parade in the boat provided by Zach Ulmer 
(right). Shown here with Mike Lagerquist.


