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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 

preachers Deacon Pat Caley, Rev. Dr. Glen 
VanderKloot, SAM Elaine Chapman, and Pastor Elise 
Rothfusz for giving us four wonderful and diverse 
voices to learn about Ruth last month.  For our next 

series, you all are stuck with me ☺  And as we begin 
learning about the Ten Commandments again, it’s 
important to remember… the Ten Commandments 
were given to free people.  This may not seem like a 
big deal, but to the Israelites, it was everything.  God 
had just freed them from Egypt where they had been 

slaves for generations, and one 
of the first things God does is 
give them ten laws.  Does that 
sound much like freedom?  That 
depends. 

I f  y o u  s e e  t h e  T e n 
Commandments as laws that 
limit our freedom by telling us 
what we are free to do and not 
do, then no.  BUT… if you see 
the Ten Commandments as 
God’s desire for what lives freed 
in Christ look like, then yes!  We 
must always remember that 
through Christ’s death and 

resurrection we have been freed from the power of 
sin.  As Paul says (and Luther reiterates), this is a 
complete gift of God, given through faith, apart from 
works, so that no one may boast (Ephesians 2:8-9).  
So, now that we are free, these Ten Commandments 
show us what that free life looks like.   

Join us July 10-31 as we look at these commandments 
more closely and rediscover what it means to live in 
God’s freedom… lord of all and subject to none… yet 
also servant of all and subject to all.   
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Freed to be Commanded 
By Pastor Adam 

One of my favorite quotes of Martin Luther’s comes 
from his treatise, “On the Freedom of a Christian.”  
In it, Luther makes two seemingly contradictory 
propositions: “A Christian is an utterly free man, 
lord of all, subject to none.  A Christian is an utterly 
dutiful man, servant of all, subject to all.”  What?  
How can this be?  Luther goes on to explain in his 
treatise (and through all of 
Lutheran theology) that we are 
completely free by the gift of 
God’s grace in Jesus Christ, and 
in response to that grace, we are 
bound to love and serve our 
neighbor.  As Bishop John 
shared about loving our 
neighbors in a sermon when he 
was pastor here at Faith, “you 
don’ have to… but you have to.” 

We just celebrated Independence 
Day, a day to remember and give 
thanks for the freedom we share 
as citizens of the United States 
of America.  Freedom is our country’s most 
expressed value and is sung about from the “Land of 
the free” in our National Anthem to the last line of 
“My Country Tis of Thee” that cries out, “Let 
freedom ring!” 

But what are we free for?  Do we take this virtue and 
live the first half of Luther’s paradox, living as lords 
of all and subject to none?  Or do we see our 
freedom as an opportunity to live as servants? 

Beginning July 10, we will be starting a new sermon 
series.  First of all, many thanks to our guest 



 

 

Faith Family Updates 
What’s new around Faith?  Maybe you haven’t been here in awhile or you just haven’t noticed,  

but our ministry is constantly changing.   

Three Children receive the Sacrament of  Holy Baptism 
God’s mighty waters of grace flowed abundantly in June as we celebrated three baptisms.  Please congratulate 
these families and keep them in your prayers. 

Upcoming Baptism 
On August 7, we will celebrate the 
baptism of Annika Waddle daughter of 
Jacob and Hillary Waddle. 

Upcoming Wedding 
We rejoice with Brock Holmes and 
Mattie Swan as they will be married 
on July 16.   

Rhett Jerry Miller, son of Craig and 

Elisha Miller, was baptized on June 

11.  Rhett’s godparents are Patrick 

and Emily Nelson. 

Thank you from the 

Ion’s 

To Our Faith Family, 

Thank you so much for the kind card 

congratulating us on Baby Maeve’s 

arrival!  We are totally in love with her.  

Big Sister Brooke has been a terrific 

helper, too!  We can’t wait to get back on 

Sundays - we miss everyone! 

Love, the Ions 

Pictured are Levi, Brooke, & Maeve 

Knox Anthony Peterson, 

son of Leo and Andrea 

Peterson, was baptized on 

June 12.  Knox’s 

godfathers are Jake 

Peterson, Curt Peterson, 

and Kendall Phelps. 

Allison Della Ray Street, daughter of 

Cory and Mariah Street, was baptized on 

June 26.  Allison’s godparents are Cole 

and Megan Street. 

Dear Faith Family —  Thank you so very much for your cards and good 

wishes, but most of all your prayers, for me through my total hip 

replacement, and then for both Kay and I for our 50th wedding anniversary 

on June 3.  We have truly been blessed, and you Faith Family have been a 

blessing that we cherish.  I am getting stronger every day and am truly 

thankful that we were able to return to church on June 12.  May God bless 

each of you. 

     In the love of Our Savior Jesus Christ, 

 Sharon & Kay Woodworth 



 

 

Living Our Mission… Vibrant Worship 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the continued fostering of  vibrant worship.  This specifically 

supports our mission as “we respond to God’s grace flowing through Christ.”  In worship, God’s 

grace flows to us through sacraments, Word, and community, and we respond with joyful praise. 

Join us at our next outdoor service 

on July 31 at 9:30 a.m.  Stay 

afterwards for games and a picnic 

with hamburgers and hotdogs. 

We were blessed with a BEAUTIFUL morning for our first outdoor service of the summer!  The temperature 
cooled, the breeze blew, and the rain stayed away as we gathered under a canopy of trees in God’s great 
sanctuary.  Afterwards, all enjoyed fellowship, games, and a delicious picnic.  Join us for our next outdoor service 
on July 31.  This is a great opportunity to bring a friend!  Remember that we have seating on the grass, parking 
lot, and indoors to meet your comfort, and we will also stream the service online.  While a glitch in our software 

prevented our online worshippers from hearing the service 
this time, we are 
working to make 
sure all is fixed for 
the next one.   

 



 

 

Living Our Mission … Small Group Connections 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the growing of  our small-group ministry.  This supports our 

mission of  “growing in faith” and “showing Christ’s love” as we nurture relationships with God 

and one another.  Here are some great opportunities to get involved! 

Discipleship Group   
Join us at 10:00am on Tuesday, July 19 in the Faith 
Library as we continue to explore how we’re Crafted 

in Christ using the metaphor of quilting.  We’ll 
discuss how God continues to cut and sew Himself 
into the fabrics that make up our lives.  Don’t worry 
about joining us in the middle of our series – feel free 
to jump in anytime!  If you have questions, please 
contact Kelly Hartz at (217) 502-1979 or by email at 
khartz@sompo-intl.com.  

Women of  Faith  
Fellowship Nights 

For the month of July we'll meet on the 20th at 
6:00pm for dinner at Proud Richard’s (former 
Lonzerotti’s, 600 E. State St.).  Please contact 
Monica Proefrock at 217-737-0475 by Monday, July 
18 if you plan to join us. 

Faith Singers 

Join us as we help lead worship on Sunday mornings.  
Come early as we warm up and rehearse at 8:30. 

Summer Book Discussion 

Summer is half over and some have been begging for a book discussion.  Here are two suggestions from Pastor 

Adam.  If you are interested in one, or both, let him know, and we will schedule a time for a group to meet.   

Maintenance Ministry 
Do you like small fixup projects?  Let us know!  
Contact the church office for a list of small projects 
and leave your name so we can organize a 
maintenance day.   

“I Take My Coffee Black” by Tyler Merrit - Tyler Merritt's video "Before 

You Call the Cops" has been viewed millions of times.  He's appeared on 

Jimmy Kimmel and Sports Illustrated and has been profiled in the New York 

Times.  The viral video's main point - the more you know someone, the more 

empathy, understanding, and compassion you have for that person - is the 

springboard for this book.  By sharing his highs and exposing his lows, Tyler 

welcomes us into his world in order to help bridge the divides that seem to 

grow wider every day.  

“Let Your Life Speak” by Parker Palmer - With wisdom, compassion, 

and gentle humor, Parker J. Palmer invites us to listen to the inner 

teacher and follow its leadings toward a sense of meaning and purpose. 

Telling stories from his own life and the lives of others who have made a 

difference, he shares insights gained from darkness and depression as 

well as fulfillment and joy, illuminating a pathway toward vocation for all 

who seek the true calling of their lives.   

mailto:khartz@sompo-intl.com


 

 

Living Our Mission … Showing Christ’s Love  
An expressed goal for 2022 is strengthening congregational care.  This supports our mission 

“showing Christ’s love” as we share the love of  Jesus with one another at Faith and our neighbors 

near and far.  Here are some ways we are doing this and opportunities for you to join us! 

Jacksonville Food Center 
  Lillian Korous 

 

Hunger is with us all the time.  Gas prices impact 
money available for food.  The number of 
families seeking help with food from the Center 
has increased.  The current prices for food are 
reflected in the statistics for this article. 
 

The Center served 128 families for twice-a-month 
food orders, a total of 324 people at a cost of 
$13,396.46.  The daily bakery and produce, and 
sometimes meat, display is still available for once-
a-week take-away.  This option served 232 
families, a total of 548 people at a cost of 
$3,859.80. 
 

One family donated 460 pounds of groceries over 
2 days in middle of May.  The USPS Food Drive 
generated 2,460.6 lbs. of food items valued at 
$3,000.  The churches contributed $865.00 in 
money and $124.00 in food donations.  Faith 
Lutheran Church donated $175 in May. 

A Point to Ponder    by Elaine Chapman 
 

Packing 
 

Recently Dennis and I flew to a beautiful resort in Puerto 
Vallarta to spend a week with friends from Jacksonville.  As 
we prepared to leave, I kept re-packing my suitcase.  Should 
I bring an additional pair of shoes?  More toiletries?  How 
many books should I take?   
 

Then I turned on the news and was humbled as I watched 
the many refugees fleeing Ukraine–sometimes with only a 
moment’s notice and no certainty of returning. Not 
knowing their destination, how and what did they pack in 
their one allowed suitcase? Blankets, clothing, family 
pictures?  Hygiene items, medicines, extra cash?  Food and 
water?  It was poignant to see a young child carrying a 
beloved stuffed animal while holding on to his mother’s 
hands.  It is hard to imagine the uncertainty and stress they 
faced as they fled the bombs and burning buildings.  Where 
would they go? 
 

For children and families facing unimaginable hardships in 
war-torn places like Ukraine, Syria, Yemen, and South 
Sudan, escaping with their lives is only the first step. 
According to Lutheran World Relief, more than 50% of the 
world’s refugees are children.  Their families are at once 
homeless and jobless, forced to flee their homes because of 
war, civil unrest, or natural disasters.  Arriving in foreign 
lands where they may not speak the language, these 
desperate families must now find food, water, shelter, and a 
way to survive.  
 

Good and gracious God, we pray that all refugees will find 
welcoming places in which they can forge new lives in 
health and peace.  Spur us to action that supports them 
through advocacy, volunteering, and financial support. 
Amen.  

Homebound Visitors Needed 

It has been a long time since we have sent volunteers to 

bring communion to our homebound members, and we are 

wanting to restart this ministry.  If you are interested in 

being a part of this important ministry, please contact the 

church office.   

Fair Trade Store at Faith 
New Fair Trade items are in!  From coffee to tea to 
chocolate bars, we have something for you.  Come 
see our display at the counter by the Mission and 
Ministry Center.   
 

Items for sale include: 
 

Coffee 
• “Bright Day Brew” medium roast 
• “French Roast Decaf” dark 
• “Mind, Body, and Soul” mellow and smooth 
• “Breakfast Blend” creamy and balanced 
 

Coffee Pods — **New Item** 
• Breakfast Blend (regular) 
 

Tea 
• English Breakfast  
 (regular and decaf) 
• Earl Grey 
 

CHOCOLATE!!! 
• Milk Chocolate 
• Chocolate Orange 
 



 

 

Financial Assistants 
      July   3  Naomi Hahn & Karen Sibert  

      July 10  Kelly Hartz & Lisa Taylor 

      July 17  Barb Davenport & Ken Devlin 

      July 24  Barb Davenport & Kelly Hartz  

      July 31  Ken Devlin & Naomi Hahn 

Plastic Caps & Lids —  
Keep them coming! 

Your generous donations of Plastic Caps and Lids 
will help to provide benches at   

Faith Lutheran Church!   
Donations continue to be gathered for this project in 
the Mission & Ministry Center/coat closet at church. 

     Chancel Committee 

July   3  Martha Krohe 

July 10  Pat Glyshaw 

July 17  Kris Roth 

July 24  Martha Krohe 

July 31  Kim Heise (outdoors) 
 

     Coffee Hosts 

July   3  Stacy McQueen 

July 10  Martha Krohe 

July 17  Kay Schnitker 

July 24  Barb Davenport 

July 31  n/a outdoor picnic 

     Communion Assistants 

July   3  Karen Sibert 

July 10  need volunteer 

July 17  Kay Schnitker 

July 24  need volunteer 

July 31  Ken Devlin (outdoors) 
 

     Greeters 

July   3  Barb Fishback 

July 10  need volunteer 

July 17  Lillian Korous 

July 24  Laura Sweatman 

July 31  need volunteer 

     Readers 

July   3  John Williams 

July 10  Kelly Hartz 

July 17  Carol VanderKloot 

July 24  Barb Davenport 

July 31  Monica Proefrock 
 

     Ushers 

July   3  Greg & Stacy McQueen 

July 10  need volunteers 

July 17  Doris Robinson 

July 24  need volunteers 

July 31  need volunteers 

Worship Assistants 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 
Last year, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for an extended time.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the 
gathering area at the podium by the east doors;  

please make checks payable to  
Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 

 

July   3  Open for donation 
 

July 10  By the Roth family in celebration of 
             Drew & Maria’s 10th anniversary on July 8 
 

July 17  Open for donation 
 

July 24  Open for donation 
 

July 31  Open for donation 

If you would like to help with assisting for the 9:30am worship services, please contact the church office  

(faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the gathering area at the podium by the east doors. 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

July 24 

Faith Lutheran on Facebook 
and Instagram 

 

 Are you on Facebook or Instagram?  Be sure to 
follow us at Faith Lutheran Church—Jacksonville 
(FB) and @faith_lutheran_jaxil (Insta) for news, 
reminders, and encouragement!  It’s a great way 
for us to stay connected to each other and to 
what’s happening in our community of Faith. 


