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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 

family.  And we as a congregation promise to support 

and pray for the child in their new life in Christ.  Well, 

guess what, our kids are growing up and they 

remember those promises!   

We have a whole new generation of children coming 

to church, and we have the opportunity and 

responsibility to support them as we live out our 

baptismal promise to them.  There are lots of ways 

you can do this… smile, welcome them by name on 

Sunday mornings, sit down and visit, and more.   

This fall we need to step up our commitment to 

fulfilling the promises we made to our children at their 

baptism. We want to support their parents by 

providing a nursery for their youngest kids while mom 

and dad are fed in worship.  We want to offer Sunday 

school classes for all our children where they learn the 

awesome stories of God by heart and build 

friendships with one another.  We want to encourage 

and support our youth through youth group and 

confirmation as they learn to live their faith every day.  

How can you help us fulfill our baptismal promises to 

these children?  In addition to greeting and loving our 

kids on Sunday mornings, you can volunteer in the 

nursery, teach a Sunday school class, make a meal for 

our confirmation and youth group, and more.  If God 

has placed it on your heart to serve in any of these 

ways or more… please let us know! 

Our kids are hungry for spiritual loaves and fish.  Are 

we going to give them rocks and snakes?  Let’s work 

together to nurture the faith of these wonderful 

children as we live out our baptismal promises to 

them.   

Promises…Promises... 
By Pastor Adam 

Let me just begin by saying that I was a different kid.  

With a passion for creepy crawlies, I filled my room 

with aquariums of fish, newts, salamanders, turtles, 

and anything my parents would let me bring in the 

house.  At the age of six, my interest turned to 

snakes… not just any snakes, but pythons, and I had 

to have one.  My dad quoted Matthew 7:9-11, “Is 

there anyone among you, if your child asks for bread, 

will give them a stone?  Or if the child asks for a fish, 

will give a snake?”  That was his way of saying, 

“NO!!!”  But… I was the youngest and a mamma’s 

boy.  My told me I could have one when I turned 10, 

assuming I would forget… you know what happens 

when you assume…  

The day after my 10th birthday I was waiting at the 

local pet store, waiting for it to open.  I had my heart 

set on a beautiful baby ball python and had already 

named him Monty, as in Monty Python, of course.  I 

told you, I was a different kid.  I brought Monty 

home, along with a box of mice to feed him, and we 

were great friends.  Since then, my mom has always 

thought twice before making a promise.   

We make promises all the time.  What if our children 

remembered them and held us accountable?  Well… 

they are.  Let me explain. 

When a child is baptized at Faith, their parents 

promise to bring them to church, teach them the 

prayers and creeds, put God’s Word in their hands, 

and nurture them in faith and prayer.  Godparents 

promise to pray for and nurture their godchild and 



 

 

Faith Family Updates 
What’s new around Faith?  Maybe you haven’t been here in awhile or you just haven’t noticed,  

but our ministry is constantly changing.   

Celebrating the 

Saints 
Sue May joined the church 

triumphant on July 14, and a 

service was held for her on 

July 18.  Together we give 

thanks for our saints, visible 

and invisible members of the 

great cloud of witnesses. 

Soup Luncheon — Carry-Out Style 

We would like to have our annual Soup Luncheon but with a twist this year.  We plan to provide carry-out meals 

of a soup and dessert on Sunday, October 9 after church until 1:00pm.  Please plan to purchase lunch to take 

home that day and consider offering to help with the preparation.  This 

event will also be open to the public.   

Brock and Mattie Wedding 
We celebrate with Brock and Mattie Holmes 
as they were married on July 17.  Brock is the 
son of Benjie and Sandi Holmes.  Brock and 
Mattie have two beautiful daughters, Elsa and 
Violet.  Please continue to keep their family in 
your prayers. 

We have a new sister… actually… three of  them!!! 
This year, our Central/Southern Illinois Synod of the ELCA has paired 
congregations with one another as “sister congregations” to build relationships that 
would strengthen our ministry and mission.  We have been paired with a parish of 
three congregations (Immanuel, Golden; Salem, 
Mendon; and Zion, Liberty) and their Pastor Jeff 
Corson.  What do we plan to do?  In August, we will 
exchange welcome videos to introduce ourselves to 
one another.  They have invited us to a wonderful 
Gospel concert at the Golden Windmill on Friday 
evening, August 12 at 7:00 p.m.  In September, we will 
start a “Dwelling in the Word” group on Zoom to 
include members of all congregations.  In worship, we will be praying 
for our brothers and sisters from Immanuel, Salem, and Zion.  If you 
would like to help nurture this relationship or participate in any way, 
contact Pastor Adam. 

On the Trail 
Again 

Mike Fenner is hitting the 
Appalachian Trail again in 
August.  Please pray for 
him (and Angie!) as he 
continues this amazing 
adventure. 

Cards vs. Cubs at Faith 
Join us on Sunday, September 4th to watch the Cards vs. 
Cubs game in the Great Room at Faith!  We’ll have hot 
dogs, brats, popcorn, and drinks available at noon.  
Game time is 1:15pm.  As an added friendly competition 
(and fundraiser for our youth), on Sundays in August 
we’ll be collecting loose change in a jug for each team.  
Whichever team has the most donated is the team Pastor 
Adam has to cheer for on the 4th.  Will he get to remain a 
life-long Cardinal fan, or will he have to don Cubbie blue 
for a day?  It’s up to you! 



 

 

Living Our Mission… Vibrant Worship 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the continued fostering of  vibrant worship.  This specifically 

supports our mission as “we respond to God’s grace flowing through Christ.”  In worship, God’s 

grace flows to us through sacraments, Word, and community, and we respond with joyful praise. 
 

Choir Rehearsals are coming! 
It's the Most Wonderful Time of the Year!!!  It's time for 
Chancel Choir and Exaltation Ringer rehearsals to begin.  
 

Beginning Thursday, September 1, Exaltation Ringers 
will meet from 6-630 pm.  Chancel Choir will also meet 
on Thursdays from 6:45-7:30 pm. 
 

We would love to have you join us - if you're interested in 
either of these groups, please contact me at 
jrwelch53@msn.com or 217/652-7009.  The choirs offer 
so much - not only do they add glorious praise to God 
during the worship services, but the fellowship between 
the members is also a gift. 
 

Hope you will join us!!  Jean Welch, Director of Music 

Outdoor Worship continues on the last Sunday of each month.  

God has blessed us with wonderful weather to gather under the trees and 
worship in the beautiful sanctuary of God’s creation.  Afterwards, we have 
a wonderful picnic provided by Thrivent Action Team grants and time for 
kids to play.  Join us July 31 for worship and hamburgers and hotdogs, 
then on August 28 for worship and pulled pork sandwiches.  And if you 
have been waiting for the perfect opportunity to bring a friend with you to 
worship, here it is!  Let’s share the abundant blessings we have in our 
congregation with others.  All are welcome! 

Join us at our next outdoor 

service on August 28 at 9:30.  

Stay afterwards for games 

and a picnic with pulled 

pork sandwiches. 

August Sermon Series: 1 Peter 
Our final sermon series of the year is here, and it is 
going to be a doozy!  Our Sunday readings do a great 
job of teaching us the life of Jesus and the early 
church through the letters of Paul, but what about a 
small group of letters referred to as the “Pastoral 
Letters”?  1 Peter will introduce us to the struggles 
of first century church… struggles such as diversity, 
loving and serving their neighbors, pressure from 
their culture, and the challenge of living faith in 
challenging times.  Maybe 1 Peter has something for 
us today?   



 

 

Living Our Mission … Faith Formation 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the growing of  our small-group ministry.  This supports our 

mission of  “growing in faith” and “showing Christ’s love” as we nurture relationships with God 

and one another.  Here are some great opportunities to get involved! 

Women of  Faith Fellowship Nights 
For the month of August we'll meet on the 17th at 
6:00pm for dinner at Proud Richard’s.  Please contact 
Monica Proefrock at 217-737-0475 by Monday, Aug. 
15th if you plan to join us. 

Discipleship Group   
Are you looking to have thoughtful and 
interesting conversations with thoughtful and 
interesting people?  Look no further!  Join our 
group when we meet next at 10am on August 
16 in the Faith Library.  All are welcome to take part in 
our lively conversations about all facets of our lives and 
how we strive to become better people and Christians.  
If you have questions about the group, please contact 
Kelly Hartz at (217) 502-1979 or by email 
at khartz@sompo-intl.com.  

Summer Book Discussion:  We’ve gathered quite a 

group to read and discuss “I Take My Coffee Black” by Tyler 

Merritt.  If you would like to join us, we will be meeting on 

Thursday evenings at 6:00, August 11 to discuss chapters 9-14 

and August 25 to discuss the remainder of the book.   

Synod Faith Formation and Prayer Group Opportunities 
Our synod is offering some new opportunities to grow in your faith and reach out to the unchurched in our 
communities.  Wanting to dig deeper into your understanding of the Bible?  Consider taking the “Understanding 
the New Testament” course.  Six sessions on Saturdays starting September 3.  Consider joining the synod Zoom 
book group that reads “Deep Roots, Wild Branches” by Michael Adam Beck to stir your imagination about where 
the Spirit may be leading us.  Or join us in prayer on the first Friday of each month on Zoom as we pray for the 
people and places engaged in starting new ministries and outreach.  Visit www.csis-elca.org for more information. 

For Children... 

We plan to have classes for 

b o t h  p r e s c h o o l -

kindergarten and grade 1-4 

age groups this year.  We 

are currently looking for  

volunteers to help teach 

and facilitate on Sunday 

mornings.  If you are 

interested, please contact 

Lisa Taylor.   

For Youth... 

We will continue our basement discussions and hangout for youth 

grades 5 through High School with Drew Snodgrass.  

There will also be monthly youth events to get us 

together for some fun and fellowship!  If 

you would like to know more, 

contact Drew or Pastor 

Adam. 
For  

Confirmation... 

Our Confirmation classes will 

continue to meet on two 

Sunday evenings each month.  

We meet from 5:30-7:30 with a 

meal, music, and study.  If you 

have a middle school or high 

school youth who would be 

interested in joining us, or if 

you would like to help with the 

meal or the fun, contact Pastor 

Adam. 

For 

Adults... 
Let’s dwell again!  Join 

Pastor Adam after worship 

in the sanctuary as we reflect 

on the readings for the day 

and ask the questions, “What 

do you notice?  What makes 

you wonder?  What do you 

feel God nudging you to do? 

For 

Small Groups... 

A variety of small groups will available this 

fall, from Dwelling in the Word to book 

groups, both online and in person.  Stay tuned 

for a complete list to come out in September. 

mailto:khartz@sompo-intl.com


 

 

Living Our Mission … Showing Christ’s Love  
An expressed goal for 2022 is strengthening congregational care.  This supports our mission 

“showing Christ’s love” as we share the love of  Jesus with one another at Faith and our neighbors 

near and far.  Here are some ways we are doing this and opportunities for you to join us! 

Jacksonville Food Center 
  Lillian Korous 

 

An article in the Journal Courier on Friday, July 22 
featured the area food pantries and the increased 
need by families for assistance in food supplies.  
Higher food prices and higher gas prices have cut 
into available cash for food needs.  The article had 
quotes by Melissa Hall, administrator of our Food 
Center.  “We have more than tripled our numbers 
over the past year.  I’m spending four times what I 
have in the past.  I am continually writing grants.  
The community and local stores are helping 
tremendously.  Walmart, Aldi, and County Market 
have been instrumental in helping meet the 
demand.” She also mentioned faithful home 
gardeners who supply fresh fruits and vegetables 
from their gardens on a regular basis. She also 
mentioned that the Food Bank has been serving 50 
families a day, through the daily Produce and Bakery 
give away and the twice-a-month food boxes.   
 

As for specifics, Melissa emailed me that The Food 
Bank is in need of monetary donations, as well 
as dry pasta, macaroni and cheese, canned 
vegetables, canned soups, and cereal. 
 

Faith donated $93 in food and $170 in money to the 
Food Bank in June.  

A Point to Ponder    by Elaine Chapman 
 

 

Last month we traveled to Grand County, Colorado.  Such 

beautiful country!  Sadly, the area still shows the effects of 

the terrible East Troublesome fires of 2020 in which over 

170,000 acres were destroyed.  Dear friends of ours lost 

their home in that fire; absolutely nothing was left but a 

fireplace.  In Grand Lake we went into a photographic art 

gallery run by a local man.  His views of the mountains, the 

meadows, the moose, and more were gorgeous!  The photo 

shown below was the most appealing to me.  It shows just a 

small area of the aftermath of the fire.  But note the 

foreground.  The mountain wildflowers have returned in 

abundance.  This reminded me of renewal, rebirth, 

resurrection – the whole life cycle.  Despite tragedy and 

destruction, the 

life force 

triumphs, and we 

have hope in the 

God of all 

creation.  Thanks 

be to God.  

What are your “Share the Light” dollars doing? 

In 2020, we started a “Share the Light” fund, inspired by Louise Savoie who gave a donation with one request… 

“share the light.”  Since then, we have received several thousand dollars in support.  How has the  money been 

used?  Every month, needs arise in our congregation and in the community, from little things like computer 

speakers for a homebound member who worships online to larger needs like rental or utility assistance.  This fund 

has been able to help in countless ways.  This year, the number of calls from community members in need has 

grown significantly, more than we are capable of managing or meeting.  We have begun working with St. Vincent 

DePaul, a national organization with a local chapter based out of Our Saviour Catholic Church.  When someone 

requests assistance, a representative from St. Vincent DePaul meets with them to determine the legitimacy of the 

need and to discuss ways to make life changes that will prevent the need from returning.  Then they work with 

other churches to gather the financial support necessary to help people along this journey.  For the remainder of 

2022, our congregational council committed to supporting St. Vincent DePaul with $400 every month to help in 

this ministry.  With your continued help, we hope to continue this support and even grow in our partnership.  If 

God has placed a desire on your heart to help those in our congregation and community with basic needs, please 

consider giving to our “Share the Light” fund.  It will not only make a difference by ensuring that others have a 

roof over their heads, but remind them that they are loved by their neighbors and our great God. 



 

 

Financial Assistants 
      Aug.   7  Kelly Hartz & Karen Sibert  

      Aug. 14  Barb Davenport & Kelly Street 

      Aug. 21  Barb Davenport & Ken Devlin  

      Aug. 28  Naomi Hahn & Lisa Taylor 

 

Plastic Caps & Lids —  
Keep them coming! 

Your generous donations of Plastic Caps and Lids 
will help to provide benches at   

Faith Lutheran Church!   
Donations continue to be gathered for this project in 
the Mission & Ministry Center/coat closet at church. 

     Chancel Committee 

Aug.   7  Kris Roth 

Aug. 14  Pat Glyshaw 

Aug. 21  Martha Krohe 

Aug. 28  Kim Heise (outside) 
 

     Coffee Hosts 

Aug.   7  Judy Dillard 

Aug. 14  Kay Schnitker 

Aug. 21  Laura Sweatman 

Aug. 28  n/a outdoor picnic 

 

Communion Assistants 

Aug.   7  Karen Sibert 

Aug. 14  Kay Schnitker 

Aug. 21  Kay Schnitker 

Aug. 28  Ken Devlin (outdoors) 
 

     Greeters 

Aug.   7  Kay & Sharon Woodworth 

Aug. 14  Lillian Korous 

Aug. 21  need volunteer 

Aug. 28   need volunteer  

                            (outside) 

     Readers 

Aug.   7  Kelly Hartz 

Aug. 14  Carol VanderKloot 

Aug. 21  Terri Kimler 

Aug. 28  Doris Robinson (outside) 
 

     Ushers 

Aug.   7  Larry Kuster 

Aug. 14  Larry Kuster 

Aug. 21  need volunteer 

Aug. 28  need volunteer   

                            (outside) 

Worship Assistants 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 
Last year, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for an extended time.   

 

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the 
gathering area at the podium by the east doors;  

please make checks payable to  
Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 

 

Aug.  7  By the Roth family in celebration of 
             Sam’s birthday on August 3 
 

Aug. 14  Open for donation 
 

Aug. 21  By Greg & Terri Kimler in celebration 
       of their 43rd wedding anniversary 
 

Aug. 28  Open for donation 

If you would like to help with assisting for the 9:30am worship services, please contact the church office  

(faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the gathering area at the podium by the east doors. 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

August 21 

Faith Lutheran on Facebook 
and Instagram 

 

 Are you on Facebook or Instagram?  Be sure to 
follow us at Faith Lutheran Church—Jacksonville 
(FB) and @faith_lutheran_jaxil (Insta) for news, 
reminders, and encouragement!  It’s a great way 
for us to stay connected to each other and to 
what’s happening in our community of Faith. 


