
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 3, 2022 

1 

 

Welcome and Thank You to Pastor Elise Rothfusz for leading worship today.  

She is Assistant to the Bishop and Director of Evangelical Mission for the Synod. 
 

  Greetings and Welcome 
 

 

  Prelude: solo by Kelly Hartz – “Breath of Heaven,” arr. Grant/Eaton 
 

 

  Call to Worship – “Now Is the Time”     (piano) 
 

Refrain:  Come to us, you who say, “I will not forget you.” 

Be with us, you who say, “Do not be afraid.” 

Take hold of us, our hearts, our minds, our whole being. 

Make us you own, now is the time. 
 

1.  Spirit of love, crush the pain of hatred.  Spirit of hope, stand before our eyes. 

Spirit of light, dance within our darkness. 

Make us you own, now is the time.  Refrain 
 

2.  Spirit of peace, silence tongues of anger.  Spirit of life, break the chains of death. 

Spirit of joy, overcome our sadness. 

Make us you own, now is the time.  Refrain 
 

3.  Spirit of faith, rise above our doubting.  Spirit of truth, save us from our lies. 

Spirit of God, walk among your people. 

Make us you own, now is the time.   Refrain 
 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen 
 

P:  The book of Ruth takes us from famine and death to harvest and new life.  Through acts 

of loyalty, generosity, and commitment shared by Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz, God brings 

blessing upon blessing.  Because of the power of sin, we face our own famine and 

death.  Let us confess to God the grip that sin has on our lives and our own specific 

faults, that God's forgiveness would bring harvest and new life. 
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Please take a moment of silence to confess your sins privately to God. 
 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 

P:  God has heard your confession and is loyal, generous, and committed to you.  In love, 

Jesus Christ was given to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a 

called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 
 
 

*Hymn of Praise – “We Belong to You”     (piano) 
 

Refrain:  We belong to you, O Lord of our longing, we belong to you. 

In our daily living, dying and rising  We belong to you. 
 

1.  In the waters of your mercy,  When the old becomes the new, 

Souls united in the myst’ry:  we belong to you.  Refrain 
 

2.  Filled with gifts and filled with goodness,  Spirit breathing life into 

All who seek to find their purpose:  we belong to you.  Refrain 
 

4.  We are called to share your word, Lord,  In all we say and all we do. 

As our journey moves us onward,  we belong to you.  Refrain 
 

We belong to you.  We belong to you. 
 
 

*Sharing Christ’s Peace 
 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.   
 

 

  Children’s Sermon 
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  First Reading:  Ruth 4:1-22    Reader:  John Williams 
 

1No sooner had Boaz gone up to the gate and sat down there than the next-of-kin, of whom 

Boaz had spoken, came passing by.  So Boaz said, ‘Come over, friend; sit down here.’  And 

he went over and sat down.  2Then Boaz took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, 

‘Sit down here’; so they sat down.  3He then said to the next-of-kin, ‘Naomi, who has come 

back from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our kinsman 

Elimelech.  4So I thought I would tell you of it, and say: Buy it in the presence of those 

sitting here, and in the presence of the elders of my people.  If you will redeem it, redeem 

it; but if you will not, tell me, so that I may know; for there is no one prior to you to redeem 

it, and I come after you.’  So he said, ‘I will redeem it.’  5Then Boaz said, ‘The day you 

acquire the field from the hand of Naomi, you are also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the 

widow of the dead man, to maintain the dead man’s name on his inheritance.’  6At this, the 

next-of-kin said, ‘I cannot redeem it for myself without damaging my own inheritance.  

Take my right of redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it.’ 
 

7Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging: 

to confirm a transaction, one party took off a sandal and gave it to the other; this was the 

manner of attesting in Israel.  8So when the next-of-kin said to Boaz, ‘Acquire it for 

yourself’, he took off his sandal.  9Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, ‘Today 

you are witnesses that I have acquired from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to 

Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon.  10I have also acquired Ruth the 

Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, to be my wife, to maintain the dead man’s name on his 

inheritance, in order that the name of the dead may not be cut off from his kindred and 

from the gate of his native place; today you are witnesses.’  11Then all the people who were 

at the gate, along with the elders, said, ‘We are witnesses.  May the LORD make the woman 

who is coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of 

Israel.  May you produce children in Ephrathah and bestow a name in Bethlehem; 12and, 

through the children that the LORD will give you by this young woman, may your house be 

like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.’ 
 

13So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife.  When they came together, the LORD made 

her conceive, and she bore a son.  14Then the women said to Naomi, ‘Blessed be the LORD, 

who has not left you this day without next-of-kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel!  
15He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-

law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has borne him.’  16Then Naomi 

took the child and laid him in her bosom, and became his nurse.  17The women of the 

neighbourhood gave him a name, saying, ‘A son has been born to Naomi.’  They named 

him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, the father of David. 
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18Now these are the descendants of Perez: Perez became the father of Hezron, 19Hezron of 

Ram, Ram of Amminadab, 20Amminadab of Nahshon, Nahshon of Salmon, 21Salmon of 

Boaz, Boaz of Obed, 22Obed of Jesse, and Jesse of David. 
 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

*Gospel Reading:  Luke 1:46-55 
 

46And Mary said, 

‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
48for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 

   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

   and holy is his name. 
50His mercy is for those who fear him 

   from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 

   in remembrance of his mercy, 
55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 

  Song– “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”     (organ) 
 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,  Look full in His wonderful face, 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace. 
 

 

 

  Sermon – “Redeemers, Reversals, and Ruth”  Pastor Elise Rothfusz 
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  Song of the Day – "A Mighty Fortress”   LBW 229    (organ) 
 

1.  A mighty fortress is our God,  A sword and shield victorious; 

He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod  And wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe  Has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might,  He arms himself to fight.   

On earth he has no equal. 
 

2.  No strength of ours can match his might!  We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight,  Whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be?  The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son, adored.   

He holds the field victorious. 
 

3.  Though hordes of devils fill the land,  All threat’ning to devour us, 

We tremble not, unmoved we stand;  They cannot overpow’r us. 

Let this world’s tyrant rage;  In battle we’ll engage! 

His might is doomed to fail;  God’s judgment must prevail!   

One little word subdues him. 
 

4.  God’s Word forever shall abide,  No thanks to foes, who fear it; 

For God himself fights by our side  With weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house,  Goods, honor, child or spouse, 

Though life be wrenched away,  They cannot win the day.   

The Kingdom’s ours forever! 
 

 

*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

*Prayers 
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  Stewardship Time  
 

“Wherever You Go,” by Gregory Norbet 

Faith Singers 
 

 

*Great Thanksgiving    
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts.   
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

*Words of Institution 
 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

  Communion Songs:  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”   LBW 328, vv. 1-4    (organ) 
 

1.  All hail the power of Jesus’ name!  Let angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all. 

Bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all. 
 

2.  Crown him, you martyrs of our God, who from his altar call; 

Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod and crown him Lord of all. 

Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod and crown him Lord of all. 
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3.  O seed of Israel’s chosen race now ransomed from the fall, 

hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all. 

Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all. 
 

4.  Hail him, you heirs of David’s line, whom David Lord did call-- 

the God Incarnate, man divine—and crown him Lord of all. 

The God Incarnate, man divine—and crown him Lord of all. 
 

 

“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore”   WOV 784     (piano) 
 

1. You have come down to the lakeshore  

seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, 

but only asking for me to follow. 
 

Refrain:  Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes; 

kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name. 

On the sand I have abandoned my small boat; 

now with you, I will seek other seas. 
 

2. You know full well what I have, Lord:   

neither treasure nor weapons for conquest, 

just these my fish nets and will for working.  Refrain 
 

3. You need my hands, my exhaustion,  

working love for the rest of the weary – 

a love that’s willing to go on loving.  Refrain 
 

4. You who have fished other waters;  

you, the longing of souls that are yearning: 

O loving Friend, you have come to call me.  Refrain 
 

 

 

*Post-Communion Blessing  
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

 

*Closing Prayer 
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*Benediction  
 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord’s face shine on you and be 

gracious to you, may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

*Sending Song – “This Is My Song”   (ELW 887)    (piano) 
 

1 This is my song, O God of all the nations, 

a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is; 

here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 

but other hearts in other lands are beating 

with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 
 

2 My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, 

and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. 

But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 

and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine. 

So hear my song, O God of all the nations, 

a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 

3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms, 

your kingdom come; on earth your will be done. 

O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, 

and hearts united learn to live as one. 

So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 

myself I give you; let your will be done. 
 

 

 

*Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.  

 
 

 

  Postlude 
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Worship Assistants 
 

Communion Assistant:  Karen Sibert 

Greeter:  Barb Fishback 

Reader:  John Williams 

Ushers:  Greg & Stacy McQueen 

Pastor:  Adam Dichsen 

Music Director:  Jean Welch 

Pianist:  Jean Welch 

Organist:  Sandi Watts 

Drummer:  John Demien 

Financial Assistants:  Naomi Hahn & Karen Sibert 

Chancel Committee:  Martha Krohe 

Coffee Host:  Stacy McQueen 

 

Singers: 

Marilyn Dichsen  Adam Krohe  Melissa Street 

Kelly Hartz  Nichole Licht  Carol VanderKloot 

Terri Kimler  Kris Roth 

 

 

       Song Credits 
“Now Is the Time,” by Tom Kendzia, from Spirit and Song 2, © 2005, OCP Publications.  Used by permission. 

“We Belong to You,” Text © 2006, Victoria Thomson.  Music © 2006, Trever Thomson.  Used by permission. 

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus,” from Songs for Praise & Worship, Word Music, © 1992.  CCLI#973583 

Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.  Used by permission 

With One Voice, © 1995 Augsburg-Fortress.  Used by permission. 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Publishing House.  Used by permission. 
 

 

News Updates 
 

Get Involved in a Small Group! 

- Discipleship Group will meet on Tuesday, July 19 at 10:00 a.m. in the Faith Library. 

- Women of Faith Fellowship group will have their next Wednesday night gathering on 

July 20 – meet at Proud Richard’s (former Lonzerotti’s) for supper at 6:00pm.  Please 

let Monica know (217-737-0475) by Monday, July 18, if you will attend. 

- Men's Prayer Group on Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. 
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Sign-Up Sheets are available at the podium in the gathering area.  Please take a moment 

to sign up to be an Usher, Reader, Greeter, Communion Assistant, Coffee Host, and to 

Donate Flowers.  Thank You!  We are Gifted to Serve! 

 

Maintenance Ministry 

Do you like small fixup projects?  Let us know!  Contact the church office for a list of 

small projects and leave your name so we can organize a maintenance day. 

 

Eastern Europe Crisis Response 

On Feb. 24, Russian forces invaded Ukraine, launching land, sea, and air attacks.  Airports 

are now shut, and few railway lines are operational.  Hundreds of thousands of civilians 

fleeing the violence are heading toward Ukraine’s western districts and neighboring 

countries.  There are major humanitarian concerns for both internally displaced people and 

refugees.  Many of these Ukrainians fleeing their homes need shelter, basic necessities, and 

pastoral care.  Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our companions in Ukraine, 

Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, as well as such ecumenical partners as Lutheran World 

Federation and Church World Service, in their humanitarian responses to the crisis.  These 

partners provide refugees with immediate support and supplies such as food, blankets, 

water, and hygiene kits.  Your gifts designated for “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” will 

be used entirely (100%) to provide support for people impacted by conflict in the region.  

Give through your congregation, or pick up a form in the gathering area (by the coffee 

sales) to send your gift to the ELCA/Lutheran Disaster Response. 

 

Fairly-Traded Coffee/Tea:  Check out the coffee display from Equal Exchange.  Simply 

select the product(s) you would like to purchase, and place the money in the container 

provided by the display ($6.50 regular; $7.50 decaf & flavored; $3.00 tea; $2.50 chocolate 

bars; $5.50 hot chocolate—milk & dark; New Item: $5.50 coffee pods).  Checks should be 

made out to Faith Lutheran Church with “coffee” designated in the memo area.   

 


