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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 

deceit, rape, suicide, and abuse.  The climax of its 
story involves a naked body, beaten and hung on a 
cross!  But the story doesn’t end there.  The story 
doesn’t end with any of these atrocities.  The one who 
was crucified on the cross is none other than God, the 
Word who in humility took on human flesh to walk 
with us, weep with us, grieve with us, struggle with us, 
and die with us.   

And the story continues.  With power greater than the 
power of death, greater than the 
power of hatred, greater than the 
power of despair, life is restored.  It’s 
not the same as before.  The 
presence of the scars on the hands 
and side of the risen Christ remind 
us that resurrection does not erase 
the pain of the past… it gives us life 
for the future.   

It is now time for us, again, to grieve 
together.  To join together in pain, 
anger, and confusion, crying out with 
“sighs too deep for words.”  But also 
to cling to the Word, Jesus Christ, 

whose scarred hands embrace those precious children, 
teachers, families, and a community living through 
hell.  We cling to the hope we have that God will 
bring healing and wholeness to all this brokenness.  
We cling to the trust that the Holy Spirit will be at 
work in the heart of every human, from a troubled 
youth with evil ideas to politicians with the power to 
bring change.  And we offer our hands, not bearing 
the marks of the cross, but our own scars.  Let us join 
our hands in prayer and in service with the Word 
who’s story we share, a story of suffering and grief, 
but also a story of comfort and life! 
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Pain Too Deep for Words…  
but not for the Word. 
By Pastor Adam 

Last month I participated in the annual Festival of 
Homiletics in Colorado.  It is a wonderful, week-long 
conference filled with speakers and preachers who 
stimulate our minds and challenge our preaching 
practices.  This year’s topic was “After the Storm: 
Preaching and Trauma.”  The 
last few years have caused an 
abundance of trauma… Covid 
illness/deaths/isolation, the 
deaths of George Floyd and 
Breonna Tay lor,  racia l ly 
motivated riots, forest fires and 
floods, war in Ukraine, mass 
shootings (over 200 in the U.S. 
in 2022 alone), and more.  While 
these provided a poignant 
backdrop for the conference, 
little did we know the tragedy 
that lay ahead in Uvalde, Texas.   

Words cannot express the pain, anger, and confusion 
felt by us and the families of those 21 slain, and so 
we trust in God’s Holy Spirit, who according to 
Romans 8:26, “helps us in our weakness; … 
interceding with sighs too deep for words.”  Too 
deep for words, yes, but not too deep for THE 
WORD. 

A recurring theme at the conference was that we 
must not forget that Christianity has a better story 
than the one the world tells.  The world is full of lies 
of hatred, greed, and despair.  Our Christian story is 
not void of these experiences.  The pages of the 
Bible include tales of murder, war, genocide, slavery, 



 

 

Faith Family Updates 
What’s new around Faith?  Maybe you haven’t been here in awhile or you just haven’t noticed,  

but our ministry is constantly changing.   

Confirmation of  Marilyn Dichsen on June 5 
When a child is baptized, promises are made.  Parents promise to raise their 
child in the faith.  Godparents promise to pray for and support their godchild.  
The congregation promises to surround and nurture them in faith.  And God 
makes a promise to be with them forever.  The Rite of Confirmation is actually 
an Affirmation of Baptism when a youth professes to continue to live in these 
promises and make some of their own.  It is a wonderful opportunity for our 
whole congregation to lean into the faithfulness of God, celebrate with our 
youth, and commit again to the work of discipleship we share.  Please join us 
on June 5 for the Rite of Confirmation and Affirmation of Baptism for Marilyn Dichsen.  All are welcome to 

stay afterwards for coffee and cake.   

Upcoming Baptisms 
Please join us as we celebrate the grace of God poured 
out into these families as their children celebrate the 
sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

Rhett Jerry Miller - June 11  

Knox Peterson - June 12 in worship 

Allison Della Ray Street - June 26 in worship 

Annika Waddle - August 7 in worship 

Steven Doss, Eagle Scout and   

JHS Graduate 
We celebrate with Steven as he received his Eagle Scout 
award and graduated from JHS.  Steven’s Eagle Scout 
project was renovating the Vet-to-Vet room at the 
Amvets Post.  Congratulations Steven! 

New Trees in memory of   

Chuck Dillard 

Two redbuds were planted in memory of Chuck Dillard 

by Patty Nelson, Judi Dillard, Todd, and Tori.  They will 

be dedicated at our outdoor service on June 26.   

Welcome Maeve Ion! 
Levi, Sheila, and Brooke Ion welcomed baby 
Maeve Katherine Ion, born on May 26.  



 

 

Living Our Mission… Vibrant Worship 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the continued fostering of  vibrant worship.  This specifically 

supports our mission as “we respond to God’s grace flowing through Christ.”  In worship, God’s 

grace flows to us through sacraments, Word, and community, and we respond with joyful praise. 

Synod Assembly 

This year's Central/Southern Illinois Synod Assembly will be 

held June 2-4 at the I Hotel and Conference Center in 

Champaign, IL.  Our voting members are Pastor Adam and 

Glen and Carol VanderKloot.  It is a time to tend to the 

matters of living together in Christ for the sake of the world, 

learning and understanding how God calls us to be the church 

in the world.  We worship together, receive greetings from 

ministry partners and ecumenical brothers and sisters, steward 

our financial resources to support and strengthen ministry, 

and are inspired and encouraged by one another. 

If you would like to participate in the festival worship service 

on Thursday evening at 8:00 from St. Patrick Catholic Church, 

you can view the live stream on our Facebook page or the 

Synod YouTube Channel (Central Southern Illinois Synod).  

Seeds of  Hope Potluck and Worship on June 12 -  
“Reconnecting in the Spirit” 
 

These last two years have isolated us from one another in many ways.  One relationship you may have forgotten 
about is the relationship we share with our neighboring Lutheran Congregations.  In 2019, the six congregations 
of St. John’s, Bluffs; First, Beardstown; St. Peter’s, Arenzville; St. John’s, Bluff Springs; Grace, Virginia; and 
Faith, Jacksonville formed a cooperative called “Seeds of Hope.”  Our goal is to build relationships between 
congregations, strengthen our ministry, and provide places of teaching and learning for lay persons to participate 
in ministry.  Over the years, two members of our congregation have benefited from this opportunity.  Doris 
Robinson and Elaine Chapman have both participated in classes to serve as Synodically Authorized Ministers 
(SAMs) and regularly serve in a variety of ways.  While it has been some time since our congregations have met 
together, we are excited to reconnect in the Spirit!  Join us at Faith Lutheran Church on Sunday, June 12 for a 
potluck at 5:30pm and worship together at 7:00 p.m.  This is a very important way that we are church together 
across the miles, and all are encouraged to come and support us in this venture.   

Outdoor Worship and Picnic on June 26 

A summer staple for our Faith Family has been our outdoor worship service.  The fresh air, breeze blowing 

through the trees, and barking dogs provide a beautiful sanctuary.  When faced with the decision for our summer 

worship schedule, the Parish Worship Committee and Council agreed that we value one Sunday morning service 

where we can nurture relationships together… but we still want to worship outside!  For this summer, we will be 

moving our single service outside on June 26, July 31, and August 28.  To better accommodate all, there will be 

seating and communion stations on the grass, on the parking lot, and indoors (with worship visible through 

windows), as well as being live streamed.  Following the service, we are providing a cookout picnic and time for 

games and activities for all.  Our hope is that this will not only be a time of vibrant worship and blessing to our 

Faith Family, but also to others, so please invite a friend and join us for these wonderful times together! 

Christian Performing Arts Camp 

Green Pastures Campground sponsors a wealth 

of camps throughout the year.  These camps 

focus on Christian youth development and 

developing a real relationship with Jesus Christ.  

Our staff are hand-picked from the community 

for the Christ-like examples they set.  Prices 

vary.  Scholarships are available for all camps.  
 

"PAC" is an encouraging two-day experience 

for youth utilizing dance, mime, music, 

drama, art, worship, and small groups to 

share the love of Jesus.  June 10-11, 17-18, 

and 24-25.  Registration is now open. 
 

http://www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org/info 

about:blank


 

 

Living Our Mission … Small Group Connections 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the growing of  our small-group ministry.  This supports our 

mission of  “growing in faith” and “showing Christ’s love” as we nurture relationships with God 

and one another.  Here are some great opportunities to get involved! 

Discipleship Group   
Join us in the Faith Library at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
June 21 as we explore how Christian communities 
come together as a cohesive whole that includes 
people of all shapes, sizes, abilities, and talents.  
We’ll discuss how each individual represents “a piece 
of the quilt” God is creating in His world.  Please 
contact Kelly Hartz at khartz@sompo-intl.com or by 
phone at (217) 502-1979 for more information  

Women of  Faith  
Fellowship Nights 

For the month of June we'll meet on the 1st and 15th 
at 6:00 pm.  On the 1st we'll meet in the Great Room 
at church.  On the 15th we'll meet for dinner at 
Kitchen 63 at K's Creek Golf Club (1265 N. 
Sandusky).  Hope you can join us!  Contact Monica 
Proefrock at 217-737-0475 for more information.  

Faith Singers 

Join us as we help lead worship on Sunday mornings.  
Come early as we warm up and rehearse at 8:30. 

Fair Trade Store at Faith 
New Fair Trade items are in!  From coffee to tea to 

chocolate bars, we have something for you.  Come see 

our display at the counter by the Mission and Ministry 

Center.   
 

Items for sale include: 
 

Coffee 

• “Bright Day Brew” medium roast 

• “French Roast Decaf” dark 

• “Mind, Body, and Soul” mellow and smooth 

• “Breakfast Blend” creamy and balanced 
 

Coffee Pods — **New Item** 

• Breakfast Blend (regular) 
 

Tea 

• English Breakfast (regular and decaf) 

• Earl Grey 
 

CHOCOLATE!!! 

• Milk Chocolate 

• Chocolate Orange 
 

Hot Milk Chocolate 

New Landscaping 
Efforts to beautify our 

church yard and outdoor 

worship space are under 

way.  Thanks to Patty 

Nelson and Desmond 

Dichsen for their hard 

work and to the Dichsens 

for the hosta donations!  

If you’d like to help with 

future projects, let Patty 

know. 

Maintenance Ministry 
Do you like small fixup projects?  Let us know!  
Contact the church office for a list of small projects 
and leave your name so we can organize a 
maintenance day.   

mailto:khartz@sompo-intl.com


 

 

Living Our Mission … Showing Christ’s Love  
An expressed goal for 2022 is strengthening congregational care.  This supports our mission 

“showing Christ’s love” as we share the love of  Jesus with one another at Faith and our neighbors 

near and far.  Here are some ways we are doing this and opportunities for you to join us! 

Jacksonville Food Center 
The Jacksonville Food Center served 85 families 

for food orders, a total of 198 people at a cost of 
$8,500.34. They served 205 families for extra 
bakery, a total of 459 people at a cost of 
$3,438.23. The meat cost for bakery/produce 
customers was $367.50. The churches contributed 
$1,234.75 in money and $388.50 in food 
donations. 

On April 7/8, the Food Center donated food to 
serve 32 families to the Winchester Kiwanis Food 
Pantry. 

On April 20, the Food Center donated 6 boxes 
of vegetables to the Ladies of Charity Thrift Store 
in Quincy. 

On April 22, Central Christian Church held a 
food distribution and donated leftovers to The 
Food Center: 5.5 lbs. of potatoes, 4 boxes of 
cantaloupe, and 2 boxes of apples.   

April 26/27: The Food Center donated 3 boxes 
of sweet potatoes, a box of onions, and Walmart 
bakery bread to the Right to Life Flower Sale. 

Faith Lutheran Church donated $165 to the 
Food Center in April.  Lillian Korous 

A Point to Ponder    by Elaine Chapman 
 

Quilting 
 

The theme of the May/June edition of Gather Magazine 

is near and dear to my heart – quilting.  Making a quilt 

involves many steps.  First, you need to think about the size 

of your quilt and then come up with some sort of pattern.  

Then there is the choice of fabrics – from your personal 

stash or a local quilt store.  The next steps take a good deal 

of time.  The fabric must be cut into the appropriate size 

pieces, which are then stitched into a block and carefully 

ironed.  The individual blocks are then assembled into rows, 

sewn, and ironed.  And you guessed it – those rows must be 

sewn to the other rows and then ironed.  Maybe some 

sashing will be added around the perimeter of the quilt. 

(Somewhere in all this process, mistakes may [will] be made 

and then have to be fixed.  That’s where the seam ripper 

comes in handy.) When the quilt top is completely 

assembled, it is quilted or tied together with the batting and 

backing (like an Oreo) and bound.  Then it is ready to be 

used for comfort, warmth, and shelter. 

One author in the Gather magazine, Rev. Katie Hines-

Shah, remarked that quilts themselves are quite Lutheran.  

In her words, “Utility and beauty, order and harmony, even 

the thrifty use of fabric destined for the rubbish heap – all 

were signs of resurrection.”  What a lovely image!  Think of 

that the next time you cover up with a quilt!  

Stacy McQueen is Retiring! 
Celebrating 36 Years of  Teaching 

 

All are invited to join Stacy  

and help her celebrate 
 

Open House 
Sunday, June 26 

2:00—5:00 pm 

in the Great Room at Faith 

 

RSVP to 
  Megan:  217-473-5290  

or  

  Lauren:  217-883-2502  
 

(call or text) 

Noisy Offering for Madagascar 

The Central/Southern Illinois Synod has a companion synod 

relationship with two synods of the Malagasy Lutheran 

Church.  The Ambovombe-Androy Synod and Faradofay 

Synod are located in southern Madagascar and have 

approximately 40 pastors who serve 60 congregations with 

30,000 baptized members.  A noisy offering was collected for 

these synods at our worship on May 29 and will be added to 

the Synod Assembly Worship offering on June 2.  If you 

would still like to make a donation, please place it in an 

offering box and designate it to “Madagascar.” 



 

 

Financial Assistants 
      June   5  Barb Davenport & Mike Oldenettel  

      June 12  Karen Sibert & Kelly Street 

      June 19  Kelly Hartz & Lisa Taylor 

      June 26  Barb Davenport & Naomi Hahn  

Plastic Caps & Lids —  
Keep them coming! 

Your generous donations of Plastic Caps and Lids 
will help to provide benches at   

Faith Lutheran Church!   
Donations continue to be gathered for this project in 
the Mission & Ministry Center/coat closet at church. 

     Chancel Committee 

June   5  Kris Roth 

June 12  Pat Glyshaw 

June 19  Martha Krohe 

June 26  Kim Heise 
 

     Coffee Hosts 

June   5  Karen Sibert 

June 12  Martha Krohe 

June 19  Barb Davenport 

June 26  Kay Schnitker 

     Communion Assistants 

June   5  Karen Sibert 

June 12  need volunteer 

June 19  Kay Schnitker 

June 26  Ken Devlin 
 

     Greeters 

June   5  Barb Fishback 

June 12  need volunteer 

June 19  Laura Sweatman 

June 26  need volunteer 

     Readers 

June   5  Carol VanderKloot 

June 12  Terri Kimler 

June 19  Barb Davenport 

June 26  Kelly Hartz 
 

     Ushers 

June   5  Larry Kuster 

June 12  need volunteer 

June 19  need volunteer 

June 26  Larry Kuster 
 

Worship Assistants 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 
Last year, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the 
gathering area at the podium by the east doors;  

please make checks payable to  
Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 

 

June   5  Open for donation 
 

June 12  By Char & Paul Hubbard in celebration 
       of their 57th wedding anniversary 
 

June 19  Open for donation 
 

June 26  Open for donation 
 

If you would like to help with assisting for the 9:30am worship services, please contact the church office  

(faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the gathering area at the podium by the east doors. 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

June 19 

Faith Lutheran on Facebook 
and Instagram 

 

 Are you on Facebook or Instagram?  Be sure to 
follow us at Faith Lutheran Church—Jacksonville 
(FB) and @faith_lutheran_jaxil (Insta) for news, 
reminders, and encouragement!  It’s a great way 
for us to stay connected to each other and to 
what’s happening in our community of Faith. 


