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May 15, 2022 

1 

 
 

We welcome Doris Robinson, Synodically Authorized Ministry student, 

as Pastor Adam is away at a conference today. 
 

 

  Greetings and Welcome 
 

 

  Prelude by Sharon Zuiderveld – “My Heart Ever Faithful," by J.S. Bach 
 

 

*Call to Worship – “Here I Am to Worship”     (piano) 
 

Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes, let me see. 

Beauty that made this heart adore You, hope of a life spent with You. 
 

Refrain:  Here I am to worship;   Here I am to bow down;    

Here I am to say that You’re my God. 

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me. 
 

King of all days, oh so highly exalted, glorious in heaven above. 

Humbly you came to the earth you created, all for love’s sake became poor.  Refrain 
 

And I’ll never know how much it cost    To see my sin upon that cross. 

And I’ll never know how much it cost    To see my sin upon that cross.    Refrain 
 

 

*Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P:  In the waters of baptism, 

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 

and we are a new creation. 

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
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We thank you, God, for your river of life, 

flowing freely from your throne: 

through the earth, 

through the city, 

through every living thing. 

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 

and our sin is drowned forever. 

You open the gate of righteousness 

and we pass safely through. 

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 

You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 

You call us forth and send us out. 

In lush and barren places, you are with us. 

You have become our salvation. 

Now breathe upon this water 

and awaken your church once more. 

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 

Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 

To you, our Beginning and our End, 

our Shepherd and Lamb, 

be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 

now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

*A Time for Paschal Peace 
 

A Prayer for Ukraine by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 
 

God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 

We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.  We pray for all those who 

fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.   

We pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom, discernment  

and compassion to guide their decisions.  Above all, we pray for  

all your precious children, at risk and in fear, 

that you would hold and protect them. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  Amen 
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*Song of Peace – “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”    LBW 551  (organ) 
 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

 Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 

 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

 Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 

2 All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, 

 stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

 Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

 chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee.  
 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 

 wellspring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest! 

 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 

 teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine! 
 

 

*Sharing Christ’s Peace 
 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.   
 

 

  Children’s Sermon 
 

 

  First Reading:  Acts 17:16-31   Reader:  Barb Davenport 
 

16While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to see that the city 

was full of idols.  17So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, 

and also in the market-place every day with those who happened to be there.  18Also some 

Epicurean and Stoic philosophers debated with him.  Some said, ‘What does this babbler 

want to say?’  Others said, ‘He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign divinities.’  (This was 

because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.)  19So they took 

him and brought him to the Areopagus and asked him, ‘May we know what this new 

teaching is that you are presenting?  20It sounds rather strange to us, so we would like to 

know what it means.’  21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living there would spend 

their time in nothing but telling or hearing something new. 
 

22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way.  23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the 
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objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown 

god.”  What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.  24The God who 

made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 

shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 

anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.  26From one 

ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 

existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would 

search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from 

each one of us.  28For “In him we live and move and have our being”; as even some of your 

own poets have said, 

“For we too are his offspring.” 
 

29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, 

or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.  30While God has 

overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all 

by raising him from the dead.’ 
 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

*Gospel Reading:  John 1:16-18 
 

16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  17The law indeed was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  18No one has ever seen God.  

It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

*Song – “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”   LBW 526   (organ) 
 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

 nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

 thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

 thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
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3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 

 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

 we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 

 and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 

4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 

 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

 all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 

 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
 

 

  Discussion – “Where Do You See God?” 
 

 

  Song of the Day – "Our God Is Here”     (piano) 
 

1.  Here in this time, here in this place,  here we are standing face to face. 

Here in our hearts, here in our lives  our God is here. 

Here for the broken, here for the strong,  here in this temple we belong. 

Here in our hearts, here in our lives,  our God is here.  And we cry: 
 

Refrain:  “Holy!  Holy!  Holy are you!”  We cry:  “Holy!  Holy!  Holy and true!” 

Amen, we do believe  our God is here.  Our God is here. 
 

2.  Here in the Word, God is revealed,  here where the wounded can be healed. 

Here in our hearts, here in our lives,  our God is here. 

Here we become what we receive,  here in this Eucharistic feast. 

We are his body, living as one;  our God is here.  And we cry:  Refrain 
 

And we cry:  “Holy!  Holy!  Holy are you!”  We cry:  “Holy!  Holy!  Holy and true!” 

Amen, we do believe  our God is here.  Our God is here. 
 

 

*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 



6 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

 

*Prayers 
 

 

 

  Stewardship Time  
 

“Let All Things Now Living,” arr. Parks 

Melissa Street, flute 
 

 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

*Closing Prayer 
 

 

 

*Benediction  
 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord’s face shine on you and be 

gracious to you, may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
 

 

*Sending Song – “Lord Reign in Me”     (piano) 
 

1.  Over all the earth You reign on high,  Ev’ry mountain stream,  ev’ry sunset sky. 

But my one request, Lord,  my only aim  Is that you’d reign in me again. 
 

Refrain:  Lord, reign in me,  reign in your pow’r,   

Over all my dreams,  in my darkest hour. 

You are the Lord of all I am,  So won’t you reign in me again?  Repeat 
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2.  Over ev’ry thought, over ev’ry word  May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord. 

‘Cause you mean more to me than any earthly thing.   

So won’t you reign in me again?  Refrain 
 

You are the Lord of all I am, so won’t you reign in me again? 
 

 

 

*Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 

  Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Song Credits 
“Here I Am to Worship,” words and music by Tim Hughes, ThankYou Music © 2001.  CCLI#973583 

Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.  Used by permission. 

“Our God Is Here,” by Chris Muglia, from Spirit and Song 2, © 2005, OCP Publications.  Used by permission. 

“Lord, Reign in Me,” words and music by Brenton Brown, © 1998 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing.  CCLI#973583 
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Worship Assistants 
 

Worship Assistants:  Doris Robinson, Karen Dean, Lisa Taylor, Larry Kuster 

Greeter:  Char Hubbard 

Reader:  Barb Davenport 

Ushers:  Char & Paul Hubbard 

Pastor:  Adam Dichsen 

Music Director:  Jean Welch 

Pianist:  Jean Welch 

Organist:  Sharon Zuiderveld 

Bass Guitar:  Drew Snodgrass 

Drummer:  John Demien 

Financial Assistants:  Barb Davenport & Karen Sibert 

Coffee Host:  Barb Davenport 
 

Singers: 

Marilyn Dichsen  Adam Krohe  Melissa Street 

Kelly Hartz  Nichole Licht  Carol VanderKloot 

Terri Kimler  Kris Roth 
 

The altar plants are given today by Lynette Hamilton in honor of 

granddaughter Katelyn Keller’s JHS graduation 

& Kendall Stevenson’s graduation from the University of Colorado Springs 
 

 
 

News Updates 
Get Involved in a Small Group! 

- Discipleship Group will meet on Tuesday, May 17 at 10:00 a.m. in the Faith Library. 

- Women of Faith Fellowship group will have their Wednesday night gathering on May 18, 

6:00-7:30pm.  This time, we will meet at Kitchen 63 at K’s Creek Golf Club (1265 

Sandusky Rd.), order from the menu, and pay on our own.  Please let Monica know (217-

737-0475) by Monday, May 16 if you will be joining us. 

- Men's Prayer Group on Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. 

 

Sound Celebration Chorus in Concert on May 15 

Sing Into Spring will be presented today, May 15, 2:00pm at the Hoogland Center for the 

Arts in Springfield (420 S. Sixth St.).  Our own Jean Welch is a member of this talented 

group. Tickets are available for $10 at www.hcfta.org or call 217-523-2787. 
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New in May… Faith Family Game Night on May 27 

Join us on Friday, May 27th at 6:00pm for a night of fun, food, and fellowship for kids and 

adults!  Feel free to bring a favorite game, a snack to share, or just yourself (a bit of a 

competitive spirit may not hurt either).  Contact Monica Proefrock at 217-737-0475 for 

more information 

 

Special Offering for Madagascar May 29 

On May 29, we will take a special offering to support our companion synods in 

Madagascar.  Our offering will be taken to the Synod Assembly to join with offerings from 

all the congregations.  If you would like to make a gift, please designate it to “Madagascar”. 

 

Doorbell Dinners  May 30-June 3 

Help us deliver meals in the community.  For more information and to sign up, visit the 

signup counter by the Fair Trade coffee sales. 

 

Eastern Europe Crisis Response 

On Feb. 24, Russian forces invaded Ukraine, launching land, sea, and air attacks.  Airports 

are now shut, and few railway lines are operational.  Hundreds of thousands of civilians 

fleeing the violence are heading toward Ukraine’s western districts and neighboring 

countries.  There are major humanitarian concerns for both internally displaced people and 

refugees.  Many of these Ukrainians fleeing their homes need shelter, basic necessities, and 

pastoral care.  Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our companions in Ukraine, 

Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, as well as such ecumenical partners as Lutheran World 

Federation and Church World Service, in their humanitarian responses to the crisis.  These 

partners provide refugees with immediate support and supplies such as food, blankets, 

water, and hygiene kits.  Your gifts designated for “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” will 

be used entirely (100%) to provide support for people impacted by conflict in the region.  

Give through your congregation, or pick up a form in the gathering area (by the coffee 

sales) to send your gift to the ELCA/Lutheran Disaster Response. 

 

Sign-Up Sheets are available at the podium in the gathering area.  Please take a moment 

to sign up to be an Usher, Reader, Greeter, Communion Assistant, Coffee Host, and to 

Donate Flowers.  Thank You!  We are Gifted to Serve! 

 

Faith Telephone Directory 

New Faith Directories are available in the gathering area on the counter by the Fair Trade 

Coffee sales.  Please take one (1) per household.  If your information is incorrect, please 

email the church to let us know (faithlutheran62650@frontier.com).   
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Fairly-Traded Coffee/Tea:  Check out the coffee display from Equal Exchange.  Simply 

select the product(s) you would like to purchase, and place the money in the container 

provided by the display ($6.50 regular; $7.50 decaf & flavored; $3.00 tea; $2.50 chocolate 

bars; $5.50 hot chocolate—milk & dark).  Checks should be made out to Faith Lutheran 

Church with “coffee” designated in the memo area.   

 

Contribution Envelopes for 2022 are available in the office.  We hope that we did not 

overlook anyone.  If you would like a box of envelopes and you don’t see a box with your 

name on it, please mention this to Barb Davenport, Kim Streib, or Kris Roth.  We will 

happily provide you with a box. 
 

 


