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Thank you for worshiping with us!  Tonight's service continues from last night's 

Maundy Thursday service and the Triduum - the three days from the Last Supper to 

Jesus' resurrection.  The altar has been stripped bare, revealing the vulnerability of 

Jesus on the cross, reminding us that God becomes vulnerable for the sake of love.  

Tonight, we will hear three readings and are invited to participate in three actions.  

Each reading centers around the theme of Jesus, the lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world.   

1. The Passover Lamb - we hear from Exodus about the Israelites when they 

were slaves in Egypt and sacrificed lambs to save them from death as God 

led them to freedom.  You will be invited to approach the doorway draped 

in the blood of the lamb and light a candle to remember God's saving work 

through all time.   

2. The Lamb of God - we hear from John about the removal of Jesus' body 

from the cross.  John's gospel makes it clear that this act took place "on the 

day of Preparation" of the Jewish celebration of Passover, the night when 

the Jewish people in Jerusalem sacrificed lambs for their Passover meals.  

Jesus is the new Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world and 

leads all to freedom.   

3. Marked with the Cross of Christ - we hear from John about the burial of 

Jesus, wrapped in spices and anointed with myrrh.  During the singing of 

the last song, you may exit the sanctuary by the center aisle and be anointed 

with a cross of myrrh on your forehead, remembering the sacrifice the 

Lamb of God made for you.  If you prefer not to be anointed, you may exit 

by one of the side doors.   

 

Join us again on Sunday morning for our Easter celebration at 9:30 a.m. and Easter 

breakfast after worship.   
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THE SERVICE 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
 

 

SONG:  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”   LBW 104 
 

In the cross of Christ I glory, tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 
 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
 

When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide. 
 

 

REFLECTION:  “The Passover Lamb” 
 

 

READING:  Exodus 12:21-28 
 

21Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Go, select lambs for 

your families, and slaughter the passover lamb.  22Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in 

the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the 

blood in the basin.  None of you shall go outside the door of your house until 

morning.  23For the LORD will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; when he 

sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over that 

door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you down.  
24You shall observe this rite as a perpetual ordinance for you and your children.  
25When you come to the land that the LORD will give you, as he has promised, you 

shall keep this observance.  26And when your children ask you, “What do you mean 

by this observance?” 27you shall say, “It is the passover sacrifice to the LORD, for 

he passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt, when he struck down the 

Egyptians but spared our houses.”’  And the people bowed down and worshipped. 
28The Israelites went and did just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron. 
 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord.     C:  Thanks be to God. 
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SILENCE 
 

 

SONG:  “Christ, the Life of All the Living”   LBW 97 
 

1.  Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Christ, yourself for me once giving to the darkest depths of woe: 

Through your suff’ring, death, and merit life eternal I inherit. 

Thousand, thousand thanks are due, dearest Jesus, unto you. 
 

2.  You have suffered great affliction and have borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, fully to atone for me; 

For you chose to be tormented that my doom should be prevented. 

Thousand, thousand thanks are due, dearest Jesus, unto you. 
 

3.  Then, for all that bought my pardon, for the sorrows deep and sore, 

For the anguish in the garden, I will thank you evermore; 

Thank you for the groaning, sighing, for the bleeding and the dying, 

For that last triumphant cry, praise you evermore on high. 
 

 

PRAYER 
 

 

SONG:  “My Song is Love Unknown”   LBW 94, vv. 1-4 
 

To the left of the chancel is a doorway draped with red cloth.  On the first 

Passover, the blood of the sacrificed lambs saved the Israelites as the destroyer 

passed over their homes.  As we sing, you are invited to come forward and light a 

candle at the doorway, remembering that it has always been God’s work  

to free God’s people from bondage. 
 

1 My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me, 

 love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be. 

 Oh, who am I, that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

 My Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
 

2 He came from his blest throne, salvation to bestow; 

 but men made strange, and none the longed-for Christ would know. 

 But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, who at my need his life did spend; 

 who at my need his life did spend! 
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3 Sometimes they strew his way and his sweet praises sing; 

 resounding all the day hosannas to their King. 

 Then “Crucify!” is all their breath, and for his death they thirst and cry, 

 and for his death they thirst and cry. 
 

4 Why, what hath my Lord done?  What makes this rage and spite? 

 He made the lame to run, he gave the blind their sight. 

 Sweet injuries! Yet they at these themselves displease, and ’gainst him rise; 

 themselves displease, and ’gainst him rise. 
 
 

REFLECTION:  “The Lamb of God” 
 

 

READING:  John 19:31-37 
 

31Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the 

cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great 

solemnity.  So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and 

the bodies removed.  32Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of 

the other who had been crucified with him.  33But when they came to Jesus and saw 

that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.  34Instead, one of the soldiers 

pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out.  35(He who 

saw this has testified so that you also may believe.  His testimony is true, and he 

knows that he tells the truth.)  36These things occurred so that the scripture might be 

fulfilled, ‘None of his bones shall be broken.’  37And again another passage of 

scripture says, ‘They will look on the one whom they have pierced.’ 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.     C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

SILENCE 
 

 

SONG:  “Lamb of God”               (piano) 
 

1.  Your only Son no sin to hide,  But You have sent Him from Your side 

To walk upon this guilty sod  And to become the Lamb of God. 
 

2.  Your gift of love they crucified,  They laughed and scorned Him as He died, 

The humble King they named a fraud  And sacrificed the Lamb of God. 

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,  I love the holy Lamb of God. 

O wash me in His precious blood,  My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
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3.  I was so lost I should have died,  But You have brought me to Your side 

To be led by Your staff and rod,  And to be called a lamb of God. 

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,  I love the holy Lamb of God. 

O wash me in His precious blood,  My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 

 

PRAYER 
 

 

SONG:  “Were You There”   LBW 92, vv. 1-3 
 

To the right of the chancel is a wooden cross.  Through Jesus’ crucifixion, a tool of 

execution becomes a sign of God’s love and salvation.  God is still at work freeing 

God’s people, now freeing us from bondage to sin.  As we sing, you are invited to 

come forward and hammer a nail into the cross,  

remembering that Jesus gave his life for you. 
 

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 

3 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 

 

SONG:  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”   LBW 107 
 

1. Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand;   

the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land, 

A home within a wilderness, a rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat and burdens of the day. 
 

2. Upon the cross of Jesus, my eye at times can see   

the very dying form of one who suffered there for me. 

And from my contrite heart, with tears, two wonders I confess: 

The wonder of his glorious love and my unworthiness. 
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3. I take, O cross, your shadow for my abiding place;   

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face; 

Content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,   

My sinful self my only shame, my glory all, the cross. 
 

 

REFLECTION:  “Marked with the Cross of Christ” 
 

 

READING:  John 19:38-42 
 

38After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a 

secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the 

body of Jesus.  Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body.  
39Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a 

mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds.  40They took the 

body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial 

custom of the Jews.  41Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, 

and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid.  42And 

so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they 

laid Jesus there. 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.     C:  Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 

SILENCE 
 

 

PRAYER 
 

 

SONG:  “What Wondrous Love Is This”   LBW 385 
 

During the singing of our song, you may leave the sanctuary and depart in silence.  If you 

would like to receive an anointing with myrrh as a cross on your forehead, please exit by 

the center aisle.  As we began Lent marked with a cross of ash to remember our sin and 

mortality, we are now marked with a cross of myrrh to remember the sacrifice of the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world.  If you prefer not to receive an anointing,  

you may exit by one of the side doors. 
 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 



7 

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

 when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

 when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, 

 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

 to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

 to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 

 while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

 while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

 and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 

 and when from death I'm free, I'll sing God's love for me, 

      and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

and through eternity I'll sing on. 
 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 

Pastor:   Adam Dichsen 

Organist:   Susan Roegge 

Usher:   Larry Kuster 
 

 

 

 

 

CONTINUING WORSHIP 
 

Easter Sunday 
 

9:30am  Festival Resurrection Worship Service 
 

10:30am  Easter Breakfast 
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