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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 

baptized, daily dying to sin, letting our old selves be 
drowned in the waters, only for God to raise us up to 
new life.  Not once, not twice, but daily.   

There’s a common topic that comes up when I talk 
with clergy friends.  Far too often I hear people 
talking about how they continue to walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death.  For many churches, 
that shadow is the darkness of the Covid pandemic.  
Their plight centers on a longing for “the way things 
were” in their churches and a cry to go back.  (Side 
note… what is ironic is that, before Covid, their plight 
was a similar longing for “the way things were,” but 
just with a different cause for struggle)  How sad!  I 

know it’s been hard.  It’s always 
hard to go from life to death, 
but when you do, don’t long for 
l i f e  a g a i n …  long for 
resurrection!!! 

And that’s exactly what I’ve 
experienced here with you all.  
We’ve gone from life to death 
together.  The challenges of 
these past two years have been 
hard.  As a global community, 
we’ve lost much, missed out on 
much, and quite frankly don’t 
get along very well.  But what 
we’ve experienced at Faith is a 

journey from life… through death… to resurrection.   

Words cannot express how grateful I am to God for 
your willingness to make the changes we’ve made 
together.  It has been nothing short of death.  But 
look at the blessings that God has brought through it!  
It is also nothing short of resurrection.   

Pastor Adam 

“Life, Death, and Resurrection” 
By Pastor Adam 

Christ is risen, Alleluia!  He is risen indeed, Alleluia!   

What amazing Easter joy we have all shared these 
past few weeks!  The soaring singing, waving 
streamers, beautiful music, heartfelt prayers, and 
proclamation of God’s Word have been a delight 
and, quite frankly, much needed after the challenges 
of these past two years.  But the resurrection joy 
we’ve been sharing is part of a larger cycle, a cycle 
that we live over, and over again. 

In Richard Rohr’s book, “The Wisdom Pattern,” he 
talks about a pattern that is 
mirrored across all cultures of 
the world and disciplines of 
thought: the cycle of “order, 
disorder, reorder.” Native 
peoples call it the cycle of day, 
night, sunrise.  Chemists call it 
solution, dissolution, resolution.  
Philosophers call it thesis, 
antithesis, synthesis.  Those in 
recovery call it innocence, 
addiction, recovery.  What do 
we call it as Christians?  You 
guessed it.  Life, Death, and 
Resurrection. 

This cycle is deeply woven into our lives of faith.  
Time and time again, the people of God experience 
the movement from their ordinary lives, through a 
time of struggle, to a new life.  How many of us have 
clung to the promise of Psalm 23 where our 
Shepherd walks with us “through the valley of the 
shadow of death” to a place where goodness and 
mercy follow us forever?  This is the life of the 



 

 

Faith Family Updates 
What’s new around Faith?  Maybe you haven’t been here in awhile or you just haven’t noticed,  

but our ministry is constantly changing.   

Brooke Ion, Liam Waggener,  
and Louis Dichsen celebrate  
First Communion 
We rejoice with Brooke, Liam, and Louis as they 
received their first communion on April 24.  
Surrounded by their families and Faith Family, they 
professed their belief in Christ’s true presence in 
the sacrament, their need for God’s forgiveness, 
and their trust in God’s grace to give them new 
life.  They used the chalices they decorated, and we 
all enjoyed the bread they baked as part of their 
instruction.  Please congratulate them and continue 

to encourage 
them as they 
walk with the 
Lord.  If you or someone you know would like to know more about the 
celebration of sacraments here at Faith, let Pastor Adam know.   

Part Time Positions to Help Accomplish 2022 Goals 
In order to accomplish our goals for 2022, the congregational Council recently approved two part-time position 
descriptions.  To accomplish our goal of “Growing our Small Group Ministry,” we seek to hire a Small Group 
Coordinator who will develop, implement, and expand our small group ministry.  Duties and responsibilities 
include helping to identify, encourage, and support leaders, promote the groups to our congregation, and organize 
communications about what groups are coming up and the impact they are having on our ministry.  We have also 
become aware of the importance of ministry online and seek to hire a “Digital Ministry Coordinator.”  This 
position will maintain our website, lead the development of a Faith Lutheran Church app, and help tell the story 
of our ministry by creating digital mission moments.  Position descriptions are only available to members of Faith 
at this time.  Please contact the church office if you are interested in applying.   

If you missed this celebration, you can 

view it on Faith’s YouTube channel. 



 

 

Living Our Mission… Vibrant Worship 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the continued fostering of  vibrant worship.  This specifically 

supports our mission as “we respond to God’s grace flowing through Christ.”  In worship, God’s 

grace flows to us through sacraments, Word, and community, and we respond with joyful praise. 

What a wonderful Holy Week Celebration we had together!  We began by 
waving palms on Palm Sunday, rejoicing in the victory of God as we 
welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem and 
into our lives.  Our friend, Tom the 
donkey, even made a return 
appearance for the children’s sermon.  
On Maundy Thursday, we heard 
about how the cross creates 
community.  As the altar was stripped 
to symbolize the humiliation and 
death of Jesus, we sang of the Deep, 
Deep Love of Jesus with the 

haunting sound of a solo violin in the 
background.  Good Friday brought a 
focus on Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world.  We heard the story of the 
lambs whose sacrifice saved the Israelites in the first 
Passover in Exodus, and then lit candles beneath a 
red-draped doorpost from the flame of the paschal 
candle.  We read from John how Jesus was crucified 

on the day of preparation as the 
lambs were being sacrificed for 
another Passover and hammered 
nails into the cross to recall the death of Jesus for our sins.  
As the service came to a close, we were anointed with a cross 
of Myrrh on our foreheads to carry the death of Jesus with 
us until Easter.  On Easter Sunday our sanctuary was filled 
with the scent of flowers, the shouts of Alleluia, and the 
sounds of music.  As we gathered to celebrate the 
resurrection, we heard God call each of us by name… “Child 

of God!”  and our 
children led us in praise.  
After worship, we all 
enjoyed a hearty brunch!  
If you missed any of 
these celebrations, find 
them on Faith’s 
YouTube channel. 



 

 

Living Our Mission … Small Group Connections 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the growing of  our small-group ministry.  This supports our 

mission of  “growing in faith” and “showing Christ’s love” as we nurture relationships with God 

and one another.  Here are some great opportunities to get involved! 

Discipleship Group   
The next meeting for this small group will take place 
on Tuesday, May 17 at 10:00am as we explore a new 
Bible study from Gather magazine, “Across the 
Generations: One Act of Welcome Can Beget 
Another”.  Join us in the Faith Library for a lively and 
spirited conversation about this interesting topic. 
Contact Kelly Hartz at (217) 502-1979 for more 
information. 

New Book Study Book 
The Tuesday night book study group has selected a new 
book to stretch us in our awareness of the struggles of 
poverty in developing nations.  “Behind the Beautiful 
Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a Mumbai 
Undercity” by Katherine Boo is a story about families 
striving toward a better life in India.  For a Zoom link 
to this group, email Karen Dean (dean@ic.edu). 

Dwelling in the Word 
This Zoom group is completely centered on the 
Bible as we read the upcoming Sunday’s gospel 
lesson and ask: “What do you notice?  What 
makes you wonder?  What do you feel God 
calling you to do?”  For a Zoom link, email 
retired pastor Glen VanderKloot at 
pastor@faithlutheran.com. 

Women of  Faith  
Fellowship Nights 

 

Join us on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month from 6:00-7:30pm in the Great Room at 
church to spend time in fellowship with each 
other.  In May we’ll meet on the 4th and 18th. 
Contact Monica Proefrock at 217-737-0475 for 
more information.  

A “Note” of  Thanks 
 

Many, many thanks to all of the talented folks at Faith 
Lutheran who make our worship services vibrant and full of 
the Holy Spirit!  Our rehearsals have ended for this season, 
but there are always opportunities to play and/or sing during 
the summer months.  If you would like an opportunity to 
share in song, please contact Jean Welch. 
 

In the words of Martin Luther … “Music is one of the 
fairest and most glorious gifts of God, to which Satan is a 
bitter enemy, for it removes from the heart the weight of 
sorrow, and the fascination of evil thoughts.  Music gives a 
soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the 
imagination, and life to everything.”  Let us encourage one 
another with music!  Sounds like a plan!     Jean Welch 

Faith Singers 

Join us as we help lead worship on Sunday 
mornings.  Come early as we warm up and 
rehearse at 8:30. 

Fields of  Faith Concert  
at Illinois College on May 5 

 

In partnership with Western Illinois FCA, Midwest Youth 

Services presents “Fields of Faith,” a free concert featuring 

Christian artist Tasha Layton.  The concert will be held at 

the England Stadium at Illinois College on Thursday, May 5, 

at 7:00 pm, FREE admission. 

Faith Family Game Night 
 

New in May… Join us on Friday, May 27th at 

6:00pm for a night of fun, food, and fellowship 

for kids and adults!  Feel free to bring a favorite 

game, a snack to share, or just yourself (a bit of 

a competitive spirit may not hurt either).  

Contact Monica Proefrock at 217-737-0475 for 

more information.  

Sound Celebration Chorus in Concert 

Sing Into Spring will be presented on Sunday, May 15, 

2:00pm at the Hoogland Center for the Arts in Springfield 

(420 S. Sixth St.).  Our own Jean Welch is a member of this 

talented group. Tickets are available for $10 at 

www.hcfta.org or call 217-523-2787. 



 

 

Living Our Mission … Showing Christ’s Love  
An expressed goal for 2022 is strengthening congregational care.  This supports our mission 

“showing Christ’s love” as we share the love of  Jesus with one another at Faith and our neighbors 

near and far.  Here are some ways we are doing this and opportunities for you to join us! 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

     Clients that have not been coming in for 
awhile are coming in again for food orders.  
Income is not checked, but faces are recognized 
and trusted.  Increased gas prices, inflation, and 
bigger bills make for more clients.  Because prices 
are up, the donation of foods will be figured in 
another weight ratio to be more accurate to cost.   
 

     The Food Center served 88 families, a total of 
209 people, at a cost of $8,977.11.  They served 
198 families for extra bakery, a total of 416 
people, at a cost of $3,183.79.  The meat cost for 
bakery/produce customers was $346.50.  The 
churches contributed $3,881.20 in money and 
$743.25 in food donations.     
 

     The Central Illinois Food Bank donated 240 
bags of apples, 200 bags of potatoes, and 40 cases 
of ground beef to the Jacksonville Food Bank.  
The Jacksonville Food Bank helped 68 people, 24 
households with 18 children, with food boxes to 
the Winchester Kiwanis Food Pantry in March. 
 

     Our Faith Church donated $190 in money and 
$12 in food donations in March.  Thank you for 
your support for those in need.    Lillian Korous 

A Point to Ponder    by Elaine Chapman 
 

Preparing for worship 
 

The other day I heard someone (not from Jacksonville) 

remark, “I just don’t get anything out of church.  I don’t know 

the hymns, and the sermon leaves me flat.  So why should I 

go?” That made me consider:  what could each of us do to 

prepare for worship, to encourage one another, and to “get” 

something out of a church service? 
 

We all come to worship from different backgrounds and with 

a variety of griefs, and anxieties.  Those are not going to all go 

away from one Sunday of being in church.  Remember, 

though, that we are a part of a faith community, a group which 

supports each other in love and prayer.  Being in the midst of 

the assembly – the group of believers around us in the 

sanctuary – lifts us up.  Likewise, our presence may offer 

another worshiper encouragement and support.  I know that I 

have been moved by hearing the person behind me singing or 

joining in the Lord’s Prayer.  The service reminds us that, 

whatever the situation, God walks with us and supports us as 

individuals and in community.  Becoming familiar with the 

scripture of the day may better prepare you to receive the 

words of the sermon and the hymns.   In the Lord’s Supper, 

you will be told:  “This is the body of Christ  given for you.  

This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.”  These words go 

beyond the sermon, the music, or the liturgy.  Worship is not a 

passive activity.  Thanks be to God.  

Special Offering  

for Madagascar 
 

On May 29, we will take a special offering 

to support our companion synods in 

Madagascar.  Our offering will be taken 

to the Synod Assembly to join with 

offerings from all the congregations.  If 

you would like to make a gift, please 

designate it to “Madagascar”. 

Doorbell Dinners  May 30-June 3 

Help us deliver meals in the community.  For more 

information and to sign up, visit the signup counter by the 

Fair Trade coffee.   

Eagle Scout Recognition for Steven Doss 

All are invited to celebrate the accomplishments of Steven 

and Boy Scout Troop 107: Saturday, April 30 at Grace 

United Methodist Church (400 W. Morgan St.).  Please park 

in the West parking lot.  Reception 6:00pm, Court of Honor 

6:30pm, Eagle Recognition 7:30pm.  A donation at the door 

is appreciated. 



 

 

Financial Assistants 
      May   1  Barb Davenport & Kelly Hartz 

      May   8  Karen Sibert & Lisa Taylor 

      May 15  Barb Davenport & Karen Sibert  

      May 22  Barb Davenport & Naomi Hahn  

      May 29  Barb Davenport & Karen Sibert  

Plastic Caps & Lids —  
Keep them coming! 

Your generous donations of Plastic Caps and Lids 
will help to provide benches at   

Faith Lutheran Church!   
Donations continue to be gathered for this project in 
the Mission & Ministry Center/coat closet at church. 

     Chancel Committee 

May   1  Pat Glyshaw 

May   8  Kris Roth 

May 15  Pat Glyshaw  

May 22  Kim Heise 

May 29  need volunteer 
 

     Coffee Hosts 

May   1  Kay Schnitker 

May   8  Laura Sweatman 

May 15  need volunteer 

May 22  Stacy McQueen 

May 29  Judy D. & Vicki R. 

     Communion Assistants 

May   1  Ken Devlin 

May   8  Karen Sibert 

May 15  Char Hubbard 

May 22  Kay Schnitker 

May 29  Karen Sibert 
 

     Greeters 

May   1  Barb Fishback 

May   8  Doris Robinson 

May 15  Char Hubbard 

May 22  need volunteer 

May 29  need volunteer 

     Readers 

May   1  Carol VanderKloot 

May   8  Monica Proefrock 

May 15  need volunteer 

May 22  need volunteer 

May 29  Barb Davenport 
 

     Ushers 

May   1  Larry Kuster 

May   8  Larry Kuster 

May 15  Char & Paul Hubbard 

May 22  Greg & Stacy McQueen 

May 29  Larry Kuster 

Worship Assistants 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 
Last year, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the 
gathering area at the podium by the east doors;  

please make checks payable to  
Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 

 

May   1  The Oldenettels 
 

May   8  Open for donation 
 

May 15  By Lynette Hamilton in honor of 
granddaughter Katelyn Keller’s JHS 
graduation & Kendall Stevenson’s 
graduation Univ. of Colorado Springs 

 

May 22  Open for donation 
 

May 29  By Vicki Robson in memory of David’s 
birthday on May 27 & Judy Dillard in 
memory of Chuck’s birthday on May 28 

If you would like to help with assisting for the 9:30am worship services, please contact the church office  

(faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the gathering area at the podium by the east doors. 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

May 15 

Faith Lutheran 
on Facebook 

 

Are you on Facebook?  Be 
sure to follow us at Faith 
L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h —
Jacksonville for news, 
reminders, and encouragement!  It’s a great way 
for us to stay connected to each other and to 
what’s happening in our community of Faith. 


