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We welcome Mary Lou Janssen, Synodically Authorized Minister serving  

Grace Lutheran in Virginia as Pastor Adam leads worship at Grace today. 
 

 

Greetings and Welcome 
 

 

Prelude by Sheila Ion – “Make Us Holy, Make Us Whole," arr. Vogt 
 

 

Call to Worship – “We Are Called”   (ELW  720)    (piano) 
 

1.  Come!  Live in the light!  Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 

We are called to be light for the kingdom,  

to live in the freedom of the city of God. 
 

Refrain:  We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly; 

We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 
 

2.  Come!  Open your heart!  Show your mercy to all those in fear!  

We are called to be hope for the hopeless  

so hatred and blindness will be no more.  Refrain 
 

3.  Sing!  Sing a new song!  Sing of that great day when all will be one! 

God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other  

as sisters and brothers united in love.  Refrain 
 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P:  In the waters of baptism, 

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 

and we are a new creation. 

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 



2 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, 

flowing freely from your throne: 

through the earth, 

through the city, 

through every living thing. 

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 

and our sin is drowned forever. 

You open the gate of righteousness 

and we pass safely through. 

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 

You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 

You call us forth and send us out. 

In lush and barren places, you are with us. 

You have become our salvation. 

Now breathe upon this water 

and awaken your church once more. 

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 

Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 

To you, our Beginning and our End, 

our Shepherd and Lamb, 

be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 

now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

A Time for Paschal Peace 
 

O Lord, God of life, as you care for all creation, give us your peace.  May our security 

come not from weapons, but from respect.  May our strength come not from violence,  

but from love.  May our own wealth come not from money, but from sharing. 
 

May our path be not one of ambition, but of justice.  May our victory not be one of 

revenge, but of forgiveness.  Unarmed and confident, help us to defend the dignity of all 

creation.  Sharing today and always the bread of solidarity and peace.  Amen 
 

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Faith Vigil for Peace in Ukraine 
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Song of Peace – “We Pray for Peace”        (organ) 
 

We pray for peace, O God of love and justice, 

as once again, we face a time of war. 

The meek and humble try — amid the crisis — 

to love and build, to nurture and restore. 

May leaders hear the truth the prophets teach us — 

that gifts of peace are well worth struggling for. 
 

We pray for peace, O Christ who calmed the waters — 

who stilled the storm, who stilled disciples’ fear. 

You spoke with love and with amazing power; 

be with us now when trouble is so near. 

May leaders see the miracle you offer — 

that words and deeds can calm the nations here. 
 

We pray for peace, O Spirit here among us; 

your love emboldens, judges, and restrains. 

Take any hate and acts of impulse from us; 

make leaders wise, amid competing claims. 

May we seek peace, O God of love and justice; 

may love and mercy be our highest aims. 
 
 

Sharing Christ’s Peace 
 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.   
 

 

Children’s Sermon  
 

 

First Reading:  Acts 9:1-19a   Reader:  Carol VanderKloot 
 

1Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 

to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he 

found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to 

Jerusalem.  3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 

heaven flashed around him.  4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, 

Saul, why do you persecute me?’  5He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’  The reply came, ‘I am 

Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what 
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you are to do.’  7The men who were travelling with him stood speechless because they 

heard the voice but saw no one.  8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were 

open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.  
9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
 

10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias.  The Lord said to him in a vision, 

‘Ananias.’  He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’  11The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the 

street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul.  At 

this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and 

lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’  13But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I 

have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in 

Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your 

name.’  15But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to 

bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I myself will 

show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’  17So Ananias went and 

entered the house.  He laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 

appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be 

filled with the Holy Spirit.’  18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, 

and his sight was restored.  Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, 

he regained his strength. 
 

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 
 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 6:24 
 

24‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or 

be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth. 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Song – “Open the Eyes of My Heart”      (piano) 
 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,  Open the eyes of my heart. 

I want to see You,  I want to see You. 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,  Open the eyes of my heart. 

I want to see You,  I want to see You. 
 

To see You high and lifted up,  Shining in the light of Your glory. 

Pour out Your power and love,  As we sing holy, holy, holy.  Repeat 
 



5 

Coda: As we sing holy, holy, holy. 

We sing holy, holy, holy. 

We sing holy, holy, holy. 

I want to see You.  Repeat coda 

I want to see You.   
 

 

Sermon – “We Will Serve You” 
 

 

Song of the Day – "Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons)"    

(ELW 798), vv. 1, 2, & 5 (organ) 
 

1.  Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 

2.  Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer pray’r in you and you in me? 
 

5.  Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Prayers 
 

 

 

Stewardship Time  
 

“Offertory,” arr. Courtney 

Sung by Pat Kiihne 
 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving    
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts.   
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 
 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Communion Songs 
 

“Build a Longer Table”   (ACS 1062) (organ) 
 

1 Build a longer table, not a higher wall, 

 feeding those who hunger, making room for all. 

 Feasting together, stranger turns to friend, 

 Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end. 
 

2 Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail; 

 where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail. 

 For any place where justice is denied, 

 Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside. 

3 Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence. 

 Love protects all people, sparing no expense. 

 When we embrace compassion more than fear, 

 Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here. 
 

4 When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad, 

 Christ became our doorway to the reign of God. 

 So must our tables welcome those who roam. 

 None can be excluded; all must find a home. 
 

 

“I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”   WOV 752 (piano) 
 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky,  I have heard my people cry.   

All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night,  I will make their darkness bright.   

Who will bear my light to them?  Whom shall I send? 
 

Refrain:  Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain,  I have borne my people’s pain.   

I have wept for love of them.  They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone,  give them hearts for love alone.   

I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send?  Refrain 
 

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame,  I will tend the poor and lame,   

I will set a feast for them.  My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide  till their hearts be satisfied.   

I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send?  Refrain 
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Post-Communion Blessing  
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

Closing Prayer 
 

 

Benediction  
 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord’s face shine on you and be 

gracious to you, may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
 

 

Sending Song – “Your Grace Is Enough”     (piano) 
 

1. Great is your faithfulness, O God of Jacob;   

you wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart. 

You lead me by still waters into mercy  where nothing can keep us apart. 
 

Refrain:  So remember your people, remember your children,  

remember your promise, O God. 

For your grace is enough, your grace is enough, your grace is enough,  

your grace is enough  for me. 
 

2.  Great is your love and justice, God of Jacob;  you use the weak to lead the strong. 

You lead us in the song of heaven’s vict’ry,  and all your people sing along.   

Refrain twice 
 

 

Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.  
 

 

Postlude 
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       Song Credits 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Publishing House.  Used by permission. 

“We Pray for Peace,” to the tune of Finlandia, by Rev. Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  Used by permission. 

“Open the Eyes of My Heart,” words and music by Paul Baloche.  CCLI#973583 

All Creation Sings, © 2020 Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House.  Used by permission. 

“Here I Am, Lord,” by Dan Schutte, S.J., © 1981 Daniel L. Schutte and New Dawn Music.  CCLI#973583 

“Your Grace Is Enough,” by Matt Maher, from Spirit and Song 2, © 2005, OCP Publications.  Used by permission. 

 

 

Worship Assistants 
 

Communion Assistant:  Ken Devlin 

Greeter:  Barb Fishback 

Reader:  Carol VanderKloot 

Usher:  Larry Kuster 

Pastor:  Adam Dichsen 

Music Director:  Jean Welch 

Pianist:  Jean Welch 

Organist:  Sandi Watts 

Bass Guitar:  Drew Snodgrass 

Drummer:  John Demien 

Financial Assistants:  Barb Davenport & Kelly Hartz  

Chancel Committee:  Pat Glyshaw 

Coffee Host:  Kay Schnitker 
 

The altar plants are given today by the Oldenettel family 

and by Angela & Josh Spray in celebration of their 18th wedding anniversary 
 

Singers: 

Marilyn Dichsen  Adam Krohe  Melissa Street 

Kelly Hartz  Nichole Licht  Carol VanderKloot 

Terri Kimler  Kris Roth 
 

 

News Updates 
Get Involved in a Small Group! 

- Dwelling in the Word on Zoom on Mondays at noon. 

- New Book Study Book, “Behind the Beautiful Forevers – Life, Death, and Hope in a  

  Mumbai Undercity,” by Katherine Boo, Tuesdays at 6:00pm.  For a Zoon link to this 

  group, email Karen Dean (dean@ic.edu). 

- Discipleship Group will meet on Tuesday, May 17 at 10:00 a.m. in the Faith Library. 
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- Women of Faith Fellowship group will have their Wednesday night gatherings on May 4 

& 18, 6:00-7:30pm. 

- Men's Prayer Group on Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. 

- Exaltation Ringers on Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Part-time Positions Available at Faith 

We are currently seeking applicants for two part-time positions at Faith.  The first is for a 

Small Group Coordinator who will develop, implement, and expand our small group 

ministry opportunities.  The second is for a Digital Ministry Coordinator who will work 

with our ministry efforts through online worship, social media, a church app, and website.  

If you are interested, please pick up a position description from the church office and let 

us know by May 1. 

 

Fields of Faith Concert at Illinois College on May 5 

In partnership with Western Illinois FCA, Midwest Youth Services presents “Fields of 

Faith,” a free concert featuring Christian artist Tasha Layton.  The concert will be held at 

the England Stadium at Illinois College on Thursday, May 5, at 7:00 pm, FREE admission. 

 

Sound Celebration Chorus in Concert on May 15 

Sing Into Spring will be presented on Sunday, May 15, 2:00pm at the Hoogland Center 

for the Arts in Springfield (420 S. Sixth St.).  Our own Jean Welch is a member of this 

talented group. Tickets are available for $10 at www.hcfta.org or call 217-523-2787. 

 

New in May… Faith Family Game Night on May 27 

Join us on Friday, May 27th at 6:00pm for a night of fun, food, and fellowship for kids and 

adults!  Feel free to bring a favorite game, a snack to share, or just yourself (a bit of a 

competitive spirit may not hurt either).  Contact Monica Proefrock at 217-737-0475 for 

more information 

 

Special Offering for Madagascar May 29 

We will be collecting a special offering on May 29 for the Madagascar collection at Synod 

Assembly in June. 

 

Doorbell Dinners  May 30-June 3 

Help us deliver meals in the community.  For more information and to sign up, visit the 

signup counter by the Fair Trade coffee sales. 
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Eastern Europe Crisis Response 

On Feb. 24, Russian forces invaded Ukraine, launching land, sea, and air attacks.  Airports 

are now shut, and few railway lines are operational.  Hundreds of thousands of civilians 

fleeing the violence are heading toward Ukraine’s western districts and neighboring 

countries.  There are major humanitarian concerns for both internally displaced people and 

refugees.  Many of these Ukrainians fleeing their homes need shelter, basic necessities, and 

pastoral care.  Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our companions in Ukraine, 

Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, as well as such ecumenical partners as Lutheran World 

Federation and Church World Service, in their humanitarian responses to the crisis.  These 

partners provide refugees with immediate support and supplies such as food, blankets, 

water, and hygiene kits.  Your gifts designated for “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” will 

be used entirely (100%) to provide support for people impacted by conflict in the region.  

Give through your congregation, or pick up a form in the gathering area (by the coffee 

sales) to send your gift to the ELCA/Lutheran Disaster Response. 

 

Faith Telephone Directory 

New Faith Directories are available in the gathering area on the counter by the Fair Trade 

Coffee sales.  Please take one (1) per household.  If your information is incorrect, please 

email the church to let us know (faithlutheran62650@frontier.com).   

 

Sign-Up Sheets are available at the podium in the gathering area.  Please take a moment 

to sign up to be an Usher, Reader, Greeter, Communion Assistant, Coffee Host, and to 

Donate Flowers.  Thank You!  We are Gifted to Serve! 

 

Fairly-Traded Coffee/Tea:  Check out the coffee display from Equal Exchange.  Simply 

select the product(s) you would like to purchase, and place the money in the container 

provided by the display ($6.50 regular; $7.50 decaf & flavored; $3.00 tea; $2.50 chocolate 

bars; $5.50 hot chocolate—milk & dark).  Checks should be made out to Faith Lutheran 

Church with “coffee” designated in the memo area.   

 

Contribution Envelopes for 2022 are available in the gathering area on the table under 

the cross.  We hope that we did not overlook anyone.  If you would like a box of envelopes 

and you don’t see a box with your name on it, please mention this to Barb Davenport, Kim 

Streib, or Kris Roth.  We will happily provide you with a box. 

 


