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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 

tornado remind us that powers of destruction 
continue to swirl and whirl among us.  Destruction at 
a catastrophic scale is happening day in and day out in 
Ukraine as people are killed or driven from their 
homes, cities are demolished, and evil threatens to 
reign.  Such evil is taking place all over the world, in 
visible and hidden ways.  I suspect that each of you at 

times feel tossed about as you face 
your own storms and struggles.  
We can’t forget why Jesus died on 
the cross to begin with. 

Jesus’ death on the cross both 
brings to our attention the 
destructive power of sin, but also 
God’s promise of love and 
faithfulness to walk right into the 
struggle of sin and death.  The 
empty tomb of Easter is the 
exclamation point on this promise 
as we know that God has 
overcome sin and death through 
life-giving grace.   

This Lent, as we remember that 
we are created for community, we 
are also aware of the brokenness 
we experience in community.  

While the sin of war threatens our global community, 
our own country, cities, families, and even church are 
not immune from the struggle of sin.  That’s why we 
cant forget why Jesus died on the cross to begin with. 

The working cross reminds us that Jesus entered into 
our sin and struggle.  God’s work through a cross and 
empty tomb free us from the eternal weight of sin.  
When the storms swirl around us, we trust in God and 
remember that we have work to do as well. 

Pastor Adam 

“Remember the Cross” 
By Pastor Adam 

When you walk through the main doors to our 
church building, one of the first things that catches 
your eye is a cross.  It hangs on the wall to the left of 
the coffee bar (another highly sacred place for us 
Lutherans!), to the right of the 
bathrooms, and has been referred 
to as the “working cross.”  It was 
given to us as a gift from Ryan 
Jude, a friend of Karen Dean’s 
and others at Illinois College.  
While it’s not a flashy, outwardly 
glamorous cross, it tells a story as 
it is made of reclaimed wood and 
metal from a massive tornado that 
hit Tulsa, Oklahoma in 2017.  The 
beauty of this cross lies in this 
juxtaposition… the clash of the 
powers of destruction and the 
powerful love of God.   

We are closing in on Holy 
Week… one of my favorite weeks 
of the year.  I love this week 
because we get to gather as a 
community for worship, again and again, gathering 
around sacred stories and practices of our faith.  We 
wave branches to welcome our king, celebrate the 
meal of Holy Communion, put our nails into a cross 
as we confess our sin, and triumphantly shout 
“ALLELUIA” again on Easter Sunday.  While it 
brings me great joy to share in this time together, we 
can’t forget why Jesus died on the cross to begin 
with.   

The history of our “working cross” and the Tulsa 



 

 

Faith Family Updates 
What’s new around Faith?  Maybe you haven’t been here in awhile or you just haven’t noticed,  

but our ministry is constantly changing.   
Thank You! to Jacob Smetters 
On March 19, Jacob resigned from his positions at Faith as Music Co-Director, Choir 
Director, and Audio/Visual Coordinator.  His service with us began before he joined 
our staff as he so willingly shared his gifts.  Through the pandemic, his creativity and 
skill helped to hold our music program together, assisting with our recorded worship 
services, helping us discover what a virtual choir could do, and of course, who could 
forget “Wendy!”  The trio of Wendy, Tom, and Mama Jean captivated our kids (and 
some dogs and cats) and even started their own virtual children’s program, “Wee the 
Church.”  When we began live streaming, his technical knowledge and willingness to 
learn helped usher us into a new age.  He also revived our children’s Sunday School and 
coordinated a Youth Sunday.  While Jacob has chosen to take his talents elsewhere, we 
are grateful to God for the ministry we shared and pray that God guide him to new opportunities to use his gifts. 

Part Time Positions to Help Accomplish 2022 Goals 
In order to accomplish our goals for 2022, the congregational Council recently approved two part-time position 
descriptions.  To accomplish our goal of “Growing our Small Group Ministry,” we seek to hire a Small Group 
Coordinator who will develop, implement, and expand our small group ministry.  Duties and responsibilities 
include helping to identify, encourage, and support leaders, promote the groups to our congregation, and organize 
communications about what groups are coming up and the impact they are having on our ministry.  We have also 
become aware of the importance of ministry online and seek to hire a “Digital Ministry Coordinator.”  This 
position will strengthen our social media presence, maintain our website, lead the development of a Faith 
Lutheran Church app, and help tell the story of our ministry by creating digital mission moments.  Position 
descriptions are only available to members of Faith at this time.  Please contact the church office by May 1 if you 
are interested in applying.   

New Members welcomed in March 
Last month we welcomed these wonderful folks into our Faith Family and the ministry we share.  Please 
introduce yourself to them, and join us in giving thanks to God for their partnership in the gospel.  

Levi and Sheila Ion are  grade 
school sweethearts who came to 
Jacksonville to work for JBS.  
Their daughter, Brooke, is 8, and 
they have a baby due this month. 

Gaylon Martin is a retired banker 
of 44 years who served in 
Vietnam.  Marty Martin is a 
retired health care professional.  
They each have two children.   

Mindy Carlson grew up in a Swedish 
community and was a member of a 
Swedish Lutheran church in Paxton, 
Illinois.  She moved to Jacksonville in 
2001 as the Vice-President of Student 
Affairs/Dean of Students at Illinois 
College, retiring IC in 2018.  She loves 
to travel, cook, and work in the yard.   



 

 

Living Our Mission… Vibrant Worship 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the continued fostering of  vibrant worship.  This specifically 

supports our mission as “we respond to God’s grace flowing through Christ.”  In worship, God’s 

grace flows to us through sacraments, Word, and community, and we respond with joyful praise. 

Lent and Life Together 
Lent has been a wonderfully rich time to 
reflect on the importance of community… 
and experience it!  It has been a joy to gather 
for midweek soup suppers and worship.  On 
Sunday mornings, more and more people are 
coming to worship in person… perhaps 
because of the return of fellowship snacks?  
As Bonhoeffer says, “the physical presence of Christians is a source of incomparable joy and strength to the 
believer” (Life Together, p.19).  Join us on Wednesday evenings for a soup supper at 6:00 and worship at 6:45.  
On Sunday mornings, we continue to reflect together on “Life Together” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer through Easter.  
We thank God for each of you and for the community we share. 

Palm Sunday - April 10  
“Never Alone” 

Start off Holy Week with us as we gather in the 
entryway for our palm procession.  We will hear 
about Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem as well 
as his walk to Golgotha, carrying his own 
cross.  Although we too carry our own crosses, 
because of God’s gift of community, we never walk 
alone.  

Easter Altar Plants 
We will adorn our altar with live plants on Easter again this 

year.  To make a donation, mark your check or envelope as 

“altar flowers” and place it in the offering box or mail it to the 

church office.  If you would like to take any plants home for 

your yard, you can pick them up on Monday, April 18.   

Maundy Thursday - April 14 
“The Cross Creates Community” 
Holy Week continues as we hear Jesus’ words from the 
cross, calling to his mother and beloved disciple.  His 
sacrifice and love create new community for them and 
for us as well.  We will gather at the Lord’s Table and 
receive the meal that makes us one. 

Good Friday - April 15  
“The Community of  the Lamb” 

At this somber service, we will remember again the 
significance of Jesus as the lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world.  In Exodus, the blood of 
the sacrificed lambs saved the Israelites from death 
and opened the door for their freedom.  In John’s 
gospel, Jesus is the lamb of God who saves us from 
sin and opens the door for life.  We will light candles, 
place our nails in the cross, be anointed as Jesus 
enters the tomb… and await the good news of 
resurrection. 

Easter Sunday - April 17 
“Created for Community and 

Called by Name” 
Come celebrate the resurrection with us!  In John’s 
gospel, Mary fails to recognize the risen Christ until 
he calls her by name.  Jesus not only calls us by name 
but gives us the name, “Child of God,” as we join our 
place in the community of Christ.  

Youth Easter Breakfast 
10:30a.m. 

Our youth invite you to be their guest at a 
delicious breakfast of pancakes, eggs, and 
sausage after worship.  A free-will donation 
will be collected to support a youth retreat 
this summer.  If you would like to donate 
food (eggs, milk, juice, fruit salad, or coffee 
cake), there is a signup sheet on the counter 
by the Fair-Trade Coffee sales. 



 

 

Living Our Mission … Small Group Connections 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the growing of  our small-group ministry.  This supports our 

mission of  “growing in faith” and “showing Christ’s love” as we nurture relationships with God 

and one another.  Here are some great opportunities to get involved! 

Discipleship Group   
 

“The Bible is a gold mine, waiting for 
someone to take out its riches.”  L. Robertson 

 

Join us for our next Discipleship session and 
discover what “riches” you’re able to mine from 
the Bible and our lively discussion.  Our next 
meeting is scheduled for April 19 at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Faith Library.  Contact Kelly Hartz at 
(217) 502-1979 for more information. 

Book Study - “Life Together” 
This study continues during Lent with two 
groups, one meeting on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. 
on Zoom and the other on Wednesdays at noon 
in the church library.  Many are reading this 
book on their own as we have handed out 37 
copies so far!  More copies, as well as a study 
guide, are available under the working cross by 
the bathrooms.   

New Group with Matt  
and Allie Snodgrass 

A group for the “young and young at heart” continues to meet 
at Matt and Allie’s home.  They are using a devotional book, 
“We Make the Road by Walking,” that requires no 
preparation.  Come walk with others as you read scripture, 
share stories, and find community.  For more information 
contact Matt (217-993-1081) or Allie (217-836-3150). 

Dwelling in the Word 
This small group is completely centered on the Bible as we 
read the upcoming Sunday’s gospel lesson and ask: “What do 
you notice?  What makes you wonder?  What do you feel God 
calling you to do?”  Pastor Adam leads the discussion on 
Sundays after worship in the sanctuary as we reflect on the 
readings for the day.  If in-person gatherings aren’t for you, 
discover the ways community is created and nurtured online as 
retired pastor Glen VanderKloot leads a group on Zoom on 
Mondays at noon.  Email him for a link at 
pastor@faithlutheran.com. 

Women of  Faith Fellowship 
Nights 

During Lent our fellowship nights will look a 
little different.  Instead of finding an alternate 
night to meet during an already busy season, we 
will plan to sit together at the Wednesday night 
soup suppers.  Hope you can join us!  Our usual 
fellowship nights will resume on April 20th. 

Men’s Prayer Group 
Start the day off right with prayer, fellowship, and a healthy 
dose of manly community.  Join us on Wednesday mornings 
at 7:00 on the comfy couches of Faith. 

Choir is a Small Group, too!   

The choir will be singing two more songs for the season: one 
on Sunday, April 3 and one on Easter Sunday, April 17.  Join 
us on Thursday nights at 6:30 for rehearsal.   

Faith Singers 

Lift your voice, beat a drum, strum a guitar, 
shake a tambourine… make a joyful noise!  Join 
us as we help lead worship on Sunday mornings.  
Come early as we warm up and rehearse at 8:30. 

Don’t forget the Ringers!   

Our bell choir is building back up after our time away (it’s 

hard to ring while six feet apart!).  We are currently ringing 

some favorite melodies from familiar hymns.  If you've ever 

wanted to give ringing a try, now is the time!  We rehearse on 

Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. and try to share music in worship once 

a month.  Contact Jean Welch if you would like to know more 

(217-652-7009). 

Faith Family Photos 

As we celebrate community, let’s update our 
Faith Family Photo wall!  On Sundays in Lent, 
we will have someone ready to snap your 
photo, have it printed, and add it to our photo 
display.  Meet at the ramp to the Great Room 
after worship if you would like your picture 
taken. 



 

 

Living Our Mission … Showing Christ’s Love  
An expressed goal for 2022 is strengthening congregational care.  This supports our mission 

“showing Christ’s love” as we share the love of  Jesus with one another at Faith and our neighbors 

near and far.  Here are some ways we are doing this and opportunities for you to join us! 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

     Our Superbowl Sunday collection of soups 
was very successful.  The Food Center cannot 
estimate prices of donations, so uses weight as an 
estimation. The boxes of soups weighed 92 
pounds at a value of $115.00.  A later small 
donation of other food products was estimated as 
$18.25.  Money donations for February were 
$210.   

 

     In February, 60 families, totaling 149 people, 
came for the bi-weekly food boxes at a cost of 
$6,108,74. 167 families were weekly bakery/
produce customers, a total of 338 people, at a 
cost of $2,686.96.  The meat cost for the bakery/
produce customers was $292.25.  (Venison and 
other meats have been donated in abundance and 
stored in the freezers).  The churches contributed 
$1,205.00 in money and $696.50 in food 
donations. 
 

Lillian Korous 

A Point to Ponder    by Elaine Chapman 
 

It’s been a long winter.  While Covid has abated 

somewhat, the news of the terrible destruction, loss of life, 

and the plight of millions of refugees in Ukraine is 

overwhelming.  It is a struggle to maintain a sense of calm.   

Last week I walked down our backyard and found the 

emergence of some jonquils.  They are not blooming yet, 

but their presence gives me hope.  Walking around the 

neighborhood, I see more evidence of the promise of spring 

and think of the words of a favorite hymn (ELW 379): 

 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,  

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain. 

Love lives again that with the dead has been, 

Love is come again like wheat arising green, 
 

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 

thinking that he would never wake again. 

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen, 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

For he came at Easter like the risen grain, 

he that for three days in the grave had lain; 

Raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,  

your touch can call us back to life again. 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been, 

Love is come again, like wheat arising green. 
 

We are the children of that hope and that promise – we are 

an Easter people!    

Plant Swap April 24 
Has spring sprung in your yard?  If you have 
plants to share, please bring them to our plant 
swap on Sunday, April 24.  Please label your plant 
with your name, type of plant, and any specific 
care instructions.  If you can bring some or not, 
feel free to take some home for your gardens.  We 
have heard of concerns about a new invasive pest, 
the “jumping worm,” and will provide a hose and 
bucket if you would like to wash off the roots of 
any plant you choose to bring home. 

HUGS Presentation and Walk on April 3 
As we care for others in our community, we remember that our community extends 
near and far… even all the way to Uganda!  Hearts United in God’s Service (HUGS) 
is a non-profit charitable corporation that serves underprivileged youth at the Pillars 
of Africa Children's Ministry (PACM) by providing monetary, material, and prayerful 
support to meet educational, physical, and spiritual needs.  Following worship on 
April 3, we will have a 15-minute update on the ministry of HUGS with a free-will 
donation and information about how you can sponsor a child.  Afterwards, we will hit 
the sidewalk and go for a walk through the neighborhood together.   



 

 

Financial Assistants 
April   3  Kelly Hartz & Kelly Street 

April 10  Ken Devlin & Kelly Street 

April 17  Barb Davenport & Michael Oldenettel 

April 24  Naomi Hahn & Karen Sibert  

Plastic Caps & Lids —  
Keep them coming! 

Your generous donations of Plastic Caps and Lids 
will help to provide benches at  Faith Lutheran 

Church!   
Donations continue to be gathered for this project in 

     Chancel Committee 

April   3  Pat Glyshaw 

April 10  Pat Glyshaw  

April 14  Kris Roth (M. Thurs.) 

April 17  Kim Heise 

April 24  Martha Krohe 
 

     Coffee Hosts 

April   3  Stacy McQueen 

April 10  Martha Krohe 

April 17  Easter Breakfast 

April 24  Terri Kimler 

 

     Communion Assistants 

April   3  need volunteer 

April 10  Ken Devlin 

April 14  Kay Schnitker (M. Thurs.) 

April 17  need volunteer 

April 24  Kay Schnitker 
 

     Greeters 

April   3  Barb Fishback 

April 10  need volunteer 

April 17  need volunteer 

April 24  Judy Dillard  

                & Vicki Robson 

     Readers 

April   3  Barb Davenport 

April 10  Terri Kimler 

April 17  Carol VanderKloot 

April 24  Sharon Woodworth 
 

     Ushers 

April   3  need volunteer 

April 10  need volunteer 

April 14  need volunteer (M. Thurs.) 

April 15  Larry Kuster  (G. Friday) 

April 17  need volunteer 

April 24  Char & Paul Hubbard 

Worship Assistants 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 
Last year, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the 
gathering area at the podium by the east doors;  

please make checks payable to  
Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 

 

April   3  By Judy Dillard & Vicki Robson in 
memory of Chuck & Judy’s anniversary 
and Kelly Robson’s birthday 

 

April 10  By the Dichsen Family in honor of 
       Rigby’s 10th birthday 
 

April 17  By the Roth Family in celebration of 
       Maria Snodgrass’ birthday on April 16 
 

April 24  Open for donation 
 

If you would like to help with assisting for the 9:30am worship services, please contact the church office  

(faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the gathering area at the podium by the east doors. 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

April 17 

Faith Lutheran 
on Facebook 

 

Are you on Facebook?  Be 
sure to follow us at Faith 
L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h —
Jacksonville for news, 
reminders, and encouragement!  It’s a great way 
for us to stay connected to each other and to 
what’s happening in our community of Faith. 


