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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 

This is one reason these last two years have been so 
trying.  God created us for community, but community 
has been jeopardized through prolonged isolation.  
Even for the most introverted among us, we need 
connection and relationship with one another.   

This Lent, we are going to remember and celebrate that 
we are Created for Community.  Our midweek services 
will explore how we are created to be in community 
with creation, all the saints, our neighbors, those on the 
margins, and with Christ.  On Sunday mornings we will 
read stories of biblical community and reflect on the 

w i s d o m  o f 
D i e t r i c h 
Bonhoeffer in 
his book, “Life 
Together.  It all 
begins on Ash 
W e d n e s d a y , 
March 2, when 
we enter this 
season together 
confessing that 

“we are created for communion with God, to love one 
another, and to live in harmony with creation.”  

Lent is a time for the individual practices of repentance, 
prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love, 
but it’s also a time for deepening of community. 

I challenge you to take time this Lent to engage in 
community.  Make a point to join us for worship.  Eat 
with us at our Wednesday night soup suppers.  Connect 
with one of our many small group opportunities in the 
following pages.  Remember… celebrate… claim that 
you are created in God’s image… you are created for 
community! 

Pastor Adam 

“Created for Community” 

By Pastor Adam 

When each of our kids came into the world, as others 
would see them for the first time, their first response 
was usually, “Now that’s a Dichsen!”  My mom dug 
out some of my toddler pictures a few months ago.  
Karen and I put them on display in our home and 
when the other kids saw them they said, “Those are 
nice pictures of Desmond!”  Our genes are passed on 
from one generation to the next, but did you ever 
think about what 
it means to have 
God’s DNA?   

In Genesis 1, we 
r e a d  t h a t 
humankind was 
made in God’s 
image.  What does 
that really mean?  
Do I have God’s 
nose?  With each of us so different, God’s DNA is 
deeper than our looks.  God is a God of relationship.  
From the very beginning, God had a desire to create a 
universe and living things for relationship.  When they 
messed up (something that also seems to be in our 
genes), God couldn’t help but searching for the 
ashamed Adam and Eve and clothing them, 
effectively restoring the broken relationship they had 
with God and one another.  Even the very nature of 
God as Trinity - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - tells us 
that relationship is so important to God that God is 
even in relationship with God’s-self!  Do you know 
what this means?  It means that we were created 
for community! 
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Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022 

7:00 pm 

Join us for our traditional service of the imposition of 
ashes.  The practice reminds us that we are dust and to 
dust we shall return… but also proclaims that we find 
life in the cross of Christ.   

Living Our Mission… Vibrant Worship 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the continued fostering of  vibrant worship.  This specifically 

supports our mission as “we respond to God’s grace flowing through Christ.”  In worship, God’s 

grace flows to us through sacraments, Word, and community, and we respond with joyful praise. 

Sunday Morning Worship - Lent and Life Together 
Did you ever notice how much of Jesus’ ministry revolved around relationships?  Community is CENTRAL to his 
life on earth.  On Sunday mornings we will read selections of Jesus’ ministry from the Gospel of John that 
connect with the five chapters of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book, “Life Together.”  To prepare for worship, read 
them together each week and join us in community through worship in person or online.   

March 6 - “The Priceless Gift of Christian Community” - Jesus raises Lazarus (John 11:1-44 and LT chapter 1) 
March 13 - “Living for Others” - Jesus washes the disciples’ feet (John 13:1-17 and Life Together chapter 2) 

March 20 - “Time Spent Alone” - Peter denies Jesus (John 18:12-27 and Life Together Chapter 3) 
March 27 - “Working for the Kingdom” - Jesus questioned by Pilate (John 18:28-40 and Life Together chapter 4) 
April 3 - “The Gift of Confession and Communion” - Jesus is condemned to death (John 19:1-16a and LT ch. 5) 

April 10 - “Never Alone” - Palm Sunday: Jesus’ triumphal entry and cross laden march to Golgotha. 

Midweek Worship - 6:45 pm 
“Created for Community” 

On Ash Wednesday, we hear that we enter the season of Lent 
“with the whole church” and that “we are created for 
communion with God, to love one another, and to live in 
harmony with creation.”  Though many common Lenten 
practices rightly invite us to individual acts of “repentance, 
prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love,” Lent is 
also a time for deepening community.  Each week we will read 
from the Gospel of Mark and reflect on a different way we are 
created for community: 

Ash Wednesday - Created for Community 
March 9 - In community with creation 

March 16 - In community with all the saints 
March 23 - In community with our neighbor 

March 30 - In community with those on the margins 
April 6 - In community with Christ 

Our liturgy will be comprised of a variety of hymns and songs 
that draw our attention to the community we share in Christ.   

Soup Suppers are Back!!! 

Our last soup supper was on March 11, 
2020.  We’ve been through countless 
challenges in the last two years, and there 
will undoubtedly be many to come, but we 
celebrate that we are able to gather again 
for these meals as we join in community 
for our midweek worship. Each 
Wednesday, you are invited to come to 
the Great Room at 6:00 p.m. for a meal.  
If you are able, bring a soup, side, or 
dessert to share, but bringing a dish is not 
required.  For the “Mary’s” among us, sit 
and visit as we nurture relationships in 
conversation.  For the “Martha’s” among 
us, we can always use help setting up, 
serving, and cleaning afterwards… also 
good ways to nurture relationships.  There 
is no RSVP necessary.  Just come and 
enjoy the community we share!   



 

 

Living Our Mission … Small Group Connections 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the growing of  our small-group ministry.  This supports our 

mission of  “growing in faith” and “showing Christ’s love” as we nurture relationships with God 

and one another.  Here are some great opportunities to get involved! 

Lent… the perfect time to join a small group! 

Traditionally, Lent is a time when we are invited to deepen our faith through a commitment to faith practices.  

Accept this invitation and participate in a small group for the next five weeks! 

Discipleship Group   
“What does it mean for God to be in charge?” 

Come find out at our Discipleship Group!  In 
the current study, “The Kingdom of God,” New Testament scholar Mark 
Allan Powell looks at this biblical phrase and invites us into a discussion of 
what it might mean for Lutheran women today.  Our next session will 
focus on Jesus’ parable that compares the kingdom of God to a net, 
treasure, pearl, and more.  Join us on Tuesday, March 15 at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Faith Library.  And thanks to Kelly Hartz for being our new 
facilitator!  Contact Kelly for more information (217-502-1979). 

Book Study - “Life Together” 
You may know Dietrich Bonhoeffer as the Lutheran pastor who was 
executed in prison for his participation in the plot to assassinate Adolph 
Hitler.  As the potential for a second world war was stirring, 
Bonhoeffer was invited to lead a clandestine seminary for the training 
of young pastors.  From the time he spent there sprang the pages of 
“Life Together,” a classic exploration of Christian Community.  Each 
of five chapters addresses a different aspect of Christian community.  
Join us for a study of this book as we explore what life together means 
for us, for our church, and for the world.  Books are available in the 
Mission and Ministry area for a free will donation.   

Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. on zoom 
(March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5, 12) 

 

Wednesdays at noon in the church library  
(March 2, 16, 23, 30, April 6, 13) 

New Small Group with Matt and Allie Snodgrass for the 

Young and Young at Heart 

Come walk with others as you read scripture, share stories, and find community.  
“We Make the Road by Walking” is a devotional book to seek aliveness through 
the life-giving story of God.  Each week requires no preparation, but just come 
and be a part of the conversation.  This group meets on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. 
at Matt and Allie’s home, beginning March 8.  Books will be available at Faith 
beginning Tuesday, March 1 for a donation.  For more information contact Matt 
(217-993-1081) or Allie (217-836-3150). 



 

 

 

Dwelling in the Word 
This small group is completely centered on the Bible as we read the upcoming 
Sunday’s gospel lesson and ask: “What do you notice?  What makes you wonder?  
What do you feel God calling you to do?”  Pastor Adam leads the discussion on 
Sundays after worship in the sanctuary as we reflect on the readings for the day.  
If in-person gatherings aren’t for you, discover the ways community is created 
and nurtured online as retired pastor Glen VanderKloot leads a group on Zoom 
on Mondays at noon.  Email him for a link at pastor@faithlutheran.com. 

Women of  Faith Fellowship Nights 
During Lent our fellowship nights will look a little different.  Instead of 
finding an alternate night to meet during an already busy season, we 
will plan to sit together at the Wednesday night soup suppers.  Hope 
you can join us!  Our usual fellowship nights will resume on April 20th. 

Choir is a Small Group too!   

In March we are singing familiar and new hymns.  Join us for rehearsal 
on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. and sing with us on Sunday mornings: 

March 2 - “Abide with Me” 

March 6 - “Christ is the Life” 

March 20 - “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

Starting March 24, help us gear up for Easter!  We will be singing on 
Holy Week and Easter Sunday (April 17).  Contact our choir director, 
Jacob Smetters, if you would like to know more (847-436-5471). 

Here are some more Small Group Opportunities... 

Men’s Prayer Group 
Start the day off right with prayer, fellowship, and a 
healthy dose of manly community.  Join us on 
Wednesday mornings at 7:00 on the comfy couches of 
Faith.  We will not be meeting on March 9. 

Don’t forget the Ringers!   

Our bell choir is building back up after our time away (it’s hard to ring 

while six feet apart!).  We are currently ringing some favorite melodies 

from familiar hymns.  If you've ever wanted to give ringing a try, now 

is the time!  We rehearse on Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. and try to share 

music in worship once a month.  Contact Jean Welch if you would like 

to know more (217-652-7009). 

Faith Singers 

Lift your voice, beat a drum, strum a guitar, shake a 
tambourine… make a joyful noise!  Join us as we 
help lead worship on Sunday mornings.  Come early 
as we warm up and rehearse at 8:30 a.m.  

Faith Family Photos 

As we celebrate community, let’s 
update our Faith Family Photo wall!  
On Sundays in Lent, we will have 
someone ready to snap your photo, 
have it printed, and add it to our 
photo display.  Meet at the ramp to 
the Great Room after worship if you 
would like your picture taken. 



 

 

End-of-Year Giving 2021 

At the 2022 Annual Meeting, our congregation approved the 
donation of $15,000 to be given from endowment interest for the 
glory of God and benefit of all God’s children.  Following 
endowment guidelines, donations were given to global needs 
(Hearts United in God’s Service serving children in Uganda) and 
IDHN (International Health and Development Network), 
education (Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Western Illinois 
Youth Camp, YMCA, and Faith’s college scholarship fund), local 
and other (Spirit of Faith Soup Kitchen, Salvation Army, United 
Way, Crisis Center Foundation, Prairie Council on Aging, New 
Directions, Midwest Youth Services, and pastor discretionary 
fund), and building debt.  THANK YOU for your generous 
giving and support as we care for one another!   

Living Our Mission … Showing Christ’s Love  
An expressed goal for 2022 is strengthening congregational care.  This supports our mission 

“showing Christ’s love” as we share the love of  Jesus with one another at Faith and our neighbors 

near and far.  Here are some ways we are doing this and opportunities for you to join us! 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

January report from the Food Center:  81 
families, consisting of 202 people, were 
served with food box orders at a cost of 
$9,010.27.  170 families, consisting of 384 
people, came during the every-week 
produce and bakery items give-away at a 
cost of $2,755.08.  Their meat cost for their 
bakery/produce customers was $297.50. 
 

In January, the churches contributed $2,060 
in money and $524.50 in food donations. 
 

In January, Faith Lutheran Church 
contributed $1,010 in money to the 
Jacksonville Food Center.   
 

Lillian Korous 

Synod Bookkeeper Needed The Central/Southern Illinois Synod (ELCA) seeks a bookkeeper.  

This position supports the ministry of the synod by recording financial data, maintaining the synod’s financial 
transactions, and sharing phone answering responsibilities.  The full job description can be found at:  
https://www.csis-elca.org/communications/.  This position is on-site four days per week in Springfield, Illinois, 
part-time (30 hours per week), exempt, and may provide benefits (health insurance, retirement fund, vacation, and 
sick leave).  Degree in business, accounting, or economics expected, or comparable bookkeeping employment 
experience.  Equal Opportunity Employer.  Submit cover letter, resume, and salary requirements to 
resources@csis-elca.org.  Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. 

Teacher Appreciation School Supply 
Collection 

The Conference of Churches is working with their members 
to collect school supplies for area educators.  

It has been a difficult year for our educators, and the school 
year still has many months to go.  It is common for teachers 
to spend their own money for classroom supplies, and 
toward the end of the year is when their personal supplies 
start to run low.  Join the Conference of Churches to collect 
school supplies for area educators.  Items can be donated in 
the blue collection box in the Mission & Ministry 
Center/coat closet at Faith (and a shopping list is available 
there also) until March 31, 2022.  Watch the Conference of 
Churches Facebook page to follow the distribution.  

https://www.csis-elca.org/communications/
mailto:resources@csis-elca.org?Subject=Bookkeeper%20Opening


 

 

Financial Assistants 
March   6  Barb Davenport & Kelly Street 

March 13  Ken Devlin & Lisa Taylor-Horton 

March 20  Kelly Hartz & Michael Oldenettel 

March 27  Naomi Hahn & Karen Sibert 

Plastic Caps & Lids —  
Keep them coming! 

Your generous donations of Plastic Caps and Lids will 
help to provide benches at  Faith Lutheran Church!   

Donations continue to be gathered for this project in the 
Mission & Ministry Center/coat closet at church. 

     Chancel Committee 

March   2  Kris Roth (Ash Wed.) 

March   6  Kris Roth 

March 13  Pat Glyshaw 

March 20  Martha Krohe 

March 27  Kim Heise 
 

     Coffee Hosts 

March   6  Karen Sibert 

March 13  Barb Davenport 

March 20  Laura Sweatman 

March 27  need volunteer 

 

     Communion Assistants 

March   2  Karen Sibert (Ash W.) 

March   6  Kay Schnitker 

March 13  Ken Devlin 

March 20  Char Hubbard 

March 27  need volunteer 
 

     Greeters 

March   6  need volunteer 

March 13  Barb Fishback 

March 20  Judy Dillard & 

                Vicki Robson 

March 27  need volunteer 

     Readers 

March   6  Barb Davenport 

March 13  John Williams 

March 20  Carol VanderKloot 

March 27  Kelly Hartz 
 

     Ushers 

March   2  need volunteers (Ash W.) 

March   6  need volunteers 

March 13  need volunteers 

March 20  Greg & Stacy McQueen 

March 27  need volunteers 
 

 

Worship Assistants 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 
Last year, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the 
gathering area at the podium by the east doors;  

please make checks payable to  
Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 

 

March   6  By Amy Stevens-Kaufmann 
  &  Open for donation 

 

March 13  Open for donation 
  &  Open for donation 
 

March 20  Open for donation 
  &  Open for donation 
 

March 27  By the Dichsens in honor of 
          Louis’ 7th birthday 
  &  Open for donation 

If you would like to help with assisting for the 9:30am worship services, please contact the church office  

(faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the gathering area at the podium by the east doors. 

Faith Telephone Directory 
A new Faith Directory is available in the gathering 

area at church on the counter by the Fair Trade 
Coffee sales.  Please take one (1) per household.   

 

Newsletter Deadline 

March 20 

2021 Financial Statements and 

Contribution Envelopes for 2022  
are available on the coffee bar on Sunday 
morning or in the office during the week. 

Faith Lutheran 
on Facebook 

 

Are you on Facebook?  Be 
sure to follow us at Faith 
L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h —
Jacksonville for news, 
reminders, and encouragement!  It’s a great way 
for us to stay connected to each other and to 
what’s happening in our community of Faith. 


