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Greetings and Welcome 
 

 

Prelude – Piano Medley, by Marilyn Dichsen 
 

 

Call to Worship – “O God beyond All Praising”   WOV 797  (organ) 
 

1. O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 

and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 

for we can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send, 

at blessings without number and mercies without end: 

we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your Word, 

we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 
 

2. Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 

that we who know your favor may serve you as our king; 

and whether our tomorrows be fill’d with good or ill, 

we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 

to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 

and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is made 

flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  God of glory, 

C:  you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for all people.  

We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light.  We turn away 

from the poor; we ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace.  In your 

mercy, cleanse us of our sin, and pour out the gifts of your Spirit, that, forgiven 
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and renewed, we may show forth your glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 
 

P:  I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 

God has come among us 

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.   

Greet those around you by placing a hand on your chest and saying,  

"The peace of Christ be with you." 

If you are online, you may share the peace in our comment section. 

 

 

 

Children’s Sermon 
 

 

 

Hymn of Praise – “Open the Eyes of My Heart”    (piano) 
 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,  Open the eyes of my heart. 

I want to see You,  I want to see You. 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,  Open the eyes of my heart. 

I want to see You,  I want to see You. 
 

To see You high and lifted up,  Shining in the light of Your glory. 

Pour out Your power and love,  As we sing holy, holy, holy.  Repeat 
 

Coda: As we sing holy, holy, holy. 

We sing holy, holy, holy. 

We sing holy, holy, holy. 

I want to see You.  Repeat coda 

I want to see You.   
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First Reading:  Psalm 27:1-4   Reader:  John Williams 
 

1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

   whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

   of whom shall I be afraid? 
 

2When evildoers assail me 

   to devour my flesh— 

my adversaries and foes— 

   they shall stumble and fall. 
 

3Though an army encamp against me, 

   my heart shall not fear; 

though war rise up against me, 

   yet I will be confident. 
 

4One thing I asked of the LORD, 

   that will I seek after: 

to live in the house of the LORD 

   all the days of my life, 

to behold the beauty of the LORD, 

   and to inquire in his temple. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Gospel Reading:  John 9:1-41  
 

1As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.  2His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, 

who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’  3Jesus answered, ‘Neither 

this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed 

in him.  4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 

when no one can work.  5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’  6When 

he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud 

on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent).  

Then he went and washed and came back able to see.  8The neighbours and those who had 

seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’  
9Some were saying, ‘It is he.’  Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’  He 

kept saying, ‘I am the man.’  10But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes 

opened?’  11He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said 
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to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.”  Then I went and washed and received my sight.’  12They 

said to him, ‘Where is he?’  He said, ‘I do not know.’ 
 

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.  14Now it was a 

sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  15Then the Pharisees also 

began to ask him how he had received his sight.  He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes.  

Then I washed, and now I see.’  16Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, 

for he does not observe the sabbath.’  But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner 

perform such signs?’  And they were divided.  17So they said again to the blind man, ‘What 

do you say about him?  It was your eyes he opened.’  He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 
 

18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 

called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, ‘Is this your 

son, who you say was born blind?  How then does he now see?’  20His parents answered, 

‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is 

that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes.  Ask him; he is of age.  He will 

speak for himself.’  22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the 

Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put 

out of the synagogue.  23Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 
 

24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 

‘Give glory to God!  We know that this man is a sinner.’  25He answered, ‘I do not know 

whether he is a sinner.  One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’  26They 

said to him, ‘What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?’  27He answered them, 

‘I have told you already, and you would not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do 

you also want to become his disciples?’  28Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his 

disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.  29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 

for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’  30The man answered, ‘Here is an 

astonishing thing!  You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.  
31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him 

and obeys his will.  32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened 

the eyes of a person born blind.  33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’  
34They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’  

And they drove him out. 
 

35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?’  36He answered, ‘And who is he, sir?  Tell me, so that I may believe 

in him.’  37Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’  
38He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’  And he worshipped him.  39Jesus said, ‘I came into this world 

for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 
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blind.’  40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not 

blind, are we?’  41Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin.  But now 

that you say, “We see”, your sin remains. 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Song – “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”     (piano) 
 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,  Look full in His wonderful face, 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace. 
 

 

Sermon – “Jesus… Source of Sight” 
 

 

Song of the Day – "Be Thou My Vision"   WOV 776    (organ) 
 

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;  

naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 

thou my best thought by day and by night,  

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;  

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tower,  

raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r. 
 

3. Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,  

thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

thou, and thou only, first in my heart,  

great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

4. Light of my soul, after victory won,  

may I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

 

   New Member Welcome 

Today we welcome Gaylon & Marty Martin and Levi, Sheila, & Brooke Ion 

 into our Faith Family. 
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We welcome you as members of Faith Lutheran Church, to join with us in 

worshipping God, hearing God’s Word and sharing in the Lord’s Supper, 

proclaiming the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, and striving for 

justice and peace in all the earth.  Our congregation is a family, a Faith Family, and 

we welcome you as members of our family, to care for one another, support one 

another, and celebrate with one another. 
 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

Prayers 
 

 

Stewardship Time  
 

At the end of January we dedicated our intent cards for our 2022 financial stewardship 

appeal.  During stewardship time, we give thanks to God for all we have been given and 

for the generosity of all who support the ministry we share.  If you would like to fill out 

an intent card, more are available at our offering boxes in the gathering area. 
 

“Let There Be Peace on Earth,” arr. Sy Miller 

Jean Welch, piano 
 

 

Great Thanksgiving    
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts.   
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Words of Institution 
 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Communion Songs 
 

"God Forgave My Sin in Jesus’ Name"  (piano) 
 

1. God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name;  

I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name; 

And in Jesus’ name I come to you   

To share his love as he told me to. 
 

Refrain:  He said, “Freely, freely you have received:  Freely, freely give. 

      Go in my name, and, because you believe,  Others will know that I live.” 
 

2. All power is given in Jesus’ name,   

In earth and heaven in Jesus’ name; 

And in Jesus’ name I come to you  

To share his power as he told me to.  Refrain 

 



8 

“I Need Thee Every Hour”   (organ) 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Blessing  
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer 
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Benediction  
 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face to shine on you 

and be gracious to you, may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
 

 

Sending Song – “Your Grace Is Enough”     (piano) 
 

1. Great is your faithfulness, O God of Jacob;   

you wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart. 

You lead me by still waters into mercy  where nothing can keep us apart. 
 

Refrain:  So remember your people, remember your children,  

remember your promise, O God. 

For your grace is enough, your grace is enough, your grace is enough,  

your grace is enough  for me. 
 

2.  Great is your love and justice, God of Jacob;  you use the weak to lead the strong. 

You lead us in the song of heaven’s vict’ry,  and all your people sing along.   

Refrain twice 
 

 

Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.  
 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Song Credits 
 

With One Voice, © 1995 Augsburg-Fortress.  Used by permission. 

“Open the Eyes of My Heart,” words and music by Paul Baloche.  CCLI#973583 

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus,” from Songs for Praise & Worship, Word Music, © 1992.  CCLI#973583 

“God Forgave My Sin in Jesus’ Name (Freely, Freely),” text and tune by Carol Owens, © 1972 by Lexicon Music, Inc.  

CCLI#973583 

“I Need Thee Every Hour,” by Robert Lowry.  CCLI#973583 

“Your Grace Is Enough,” by Matt Maher, from Spirit and Song 2, © 2005, OCP Publications.  Used by permission. 

 



10 

Worship Assistants 
 

Communion Assistant:  Ken Devlin 

Greeter:  Doris Robinson 

Reader:  John Williams 

Usher:  Gilbert Joehl 

Pastor:  Adam Dichsen 

Music Directors:  Jacob Smetters & Jean Welch 

Pianist:  Jean Welch 

Organist:  Sandi Watts 

Bass Guitar:  Drew Snodgrass 

Drummer:  John Demien 

Financial Assistants:  Michael Oldenettel & Karen Sibert  

Chancel Committee:  Kim Heise 

Coffee Host:  Karen Sibert 

 

Singers: 

Marilyn Dichsen  Adam Krohe  Carol VanderKloot 

Kelly Hartz  Nichole Licht  Melissa Street 

Terri Kimler  Kris Roth 

 

 

News Updates 
 

2022 Stewardship Appeal - "Forward in Faith" 

As we begin a new year, we are committed to moving "Forward in Faith" as we make 

changes that will strengthen our ministry and Christian witness.  To do this, we are 

fostering vibrant worship, growing small-group ministry, strengthening congregational 

care, and more.  Our stewardship appeal invited you to financially support these efforts, 

and we thank you for your generous response.  We have currently received 46 intent cards.  

For those who increased their giving, the total increase is over $19,000!  Again, thank you 

so much for your generosity as together we move "Forward in Faith." 

 

Synod Bookkeeper Position Open 

The Central/Southern Illinois Synod (ELCA) seeks a bookkeeper.  This position supports 

the ministry of the synod by recording financial data, maintaining the synod’s financial 

transactions, and sharing phone answering responsibilities.  The full job description can be 

found at:  https://www.csis-elca.org/communications/.  This position is on-site four days 

per week in Springfield, Illinois, part-time (30 hours per week), exempt, and may provide 

https://www.csis-elca.org/communications/
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benefits (health insurance, retirement fund, vacation, and sick leave).  Degree in business, 

accounting, or economics expected, or comparable bookkeeping employment experience.  

Equal Opportunity Employer.  Submit cover letter, resume, and salary requirements to 

resources@csis-elca.org.  Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. 

 

Get Involved in a Small Group! 

- Discipleship Group will meet on Tuesday, March 15 at 10:00 a.m. in the Faith Library. 

- Dwelling in the Word on Zoom on Mondays at noon. 

- Women of Faith Fellowship group will not have their usual meetings during Lent, but the 

group will plan to sit together at the Lenten meals at 6:00pm. 

- Men's Prayer Group on Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. 

- Exaltation Ringers on Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. 

- Chancel Choir on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Contribution Envelopes for 2022 are available in the gathering area at the coffee bar.  

We hope that we did not overlook anyone.  If you would like a box of envelopes and you 

don’t see a box with your name on it, please mention this to Barb Davenport, Kim Streib, 

or Kris Roth.  We will happily provide you with a box. 

 

Financial Statements for 2021 are also available at the coffee bar in the gathering area. 

 

Mike Fenner on Medical Mission in Ghana 

Mike just returned from his latest medical mission trip to Ghana through the International 

Health and Development Network (IHDN).  If you would like to financially support their 

efforts, please designate your gift to "IHDN."  To learn more, talk to Mike and hear about 

the wonderful work they are doing. 

 

Teacher Appreciation School Supply Collection 

The Conference of Churches is working with their members to collect school supplies for 

area educators.  
 

     It has been a difficult year for our educators, and the school year still has many months 

to go.  It is common for teachers to spend their own money for classroom supplies, and 

toward the end of the year is when their personal supplies start to run low.  Join the 

Conference of Churches to collect school supplies for area educators.  Items can be donated 

in the blue collection box in the Mission & Ministry Center/coat closet until March 31, 

2022.  Watch the Conference of Churches Facebook page to follow the distribution.  

 

mailto:resources@csis-elca.org?Subject=Bookkeeper%20Opening
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Faith Telephone Directory 

New Faith Directories are available in the gathering area on the counter by the Fair Trade 

Coffee sales.  Please take one (1) per household.  If your information is incorrect, please 

email the church to let us know (faithlutheran62650@frontier.com).   

 

Fairly-Traded Coffee/Tea:  Check out the coffee display from Equal Exchange.  Simply 

select the product(s) you would like to purchase, and place the money in the container 

provided by the display ($6.50 regular; $7.50 decaf & flavored; $3.00 tea; $2.50 chocolate 

bars; $5.50 hot chocolate—milk & dark).  Checks should be made out to Faith Lutheran 

Church with “coffee” designated in the memo area.   

 

Sign-Up Sheets are available at the podium in the gathering area.  Please take a moment 

to sign up to be an Usher, Reader, Greeter, Communion Assistant, and to Donate Flowers.  

Thank You!  We are Gifted to Serve! 

 


