
 

 

in a church!  There is work to be done, and joy is 

experienced in the ways we engage in this work 

together. 

Fourth, it took courage to sail across the seas on a 

ship.  Maybe not in a modern-day cruise ship… the 

greatest danger there is weight gained at the buffet or 

a sprained ankle on the dance floor!  In ancient days, 

the sea was a terrifying place believed to be the one 

part of creation not tamed by God.  It took guts to 

embark on a dangerous journey 

and an incredible trust in God 

and each other. It takes courage 

to be the church, going against 

the current as we put God first 

in our lives.  Things can get 

messy and we stay together, not 

because we are committed to a 

congregation, but because we 

are committed to God who 

holds us together. 

That brings me to my last point.  

The church is a ship because we 

cannot cross the seas on our 

own.  It is only by the grace of 

God that we are forgiven, held 

secure, and brought to another shore.   

So, as we continue into this new year… yes, things will 

probably get messy from time to time.  We may get a 

bit seasick from being tossed to and fro.  But we are 

held secure in the arms of Christ.  Thanks for joining 

us on this ride.  All aboard!   

Pastor Adam 

All Aboard! 
By Pastor Adam 

A number of years ago, on one of my Pedal for a 

Purpose bike rides across Illinois, we stayed at a 

church that had a peculiar decoration in the 

sanctuary.  A model ship hung from the ceiling.  

Someone explained to us that it was a Danish 

custom from the ancient Christian metaphor of the 

church as a ship.  I’m sure you’ve heard a sanctuary 

referred to as the “nave” 

before.  This comes from the 

Latin word for ship, “navis.”  

The church is a vessel that 

carries us through the trials of 

life.  But the metaphor means 

so much more… 

First, we are not passengers 

on this ship, we are the crew.  

Passengers are passive, just 

sitting and enjoying the ride.  

We are to be hard at work, 

raising sails, tying knots, and 

pulling oars as we share the 

work and decisions. 

Second, it’s not a cruise ship with a social director 

that schedules shuffleboard, swimming, and music.  

We need teamwork with a shared understanding of 

where we are going and a willingness to offer our 

services and gifts to get us there. 

Third, on modern cruise ships, people are 

entertained.  Their mission is to find ways to amuse 

themselves as they travel from port to port.  Not so 
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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 



 

  

Living Our Mission … Our Worship Life together 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the continued fostering of  vibrant worship.  This specifically 

supports our mission as “we respond to God’s grace flowing through Christ.”  In worship, God’s 

grace flows to us through the sacraments and community, and we respond with joyful praise. 

Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
Lent is just around the corner!  Join us for our traditional 
service of the imposition of ashes.  The practice reminds us 
that we are dust and to dust we shall return… but also 
proclaims that we find life in the cross of Christ.  Stay tuned 
for more about our Lenten midweek services.   

Love Divine, All Loves 

Excelling 

On February 13, Sharon Zuiderveld, will 

open our worship with a reflection on one 

of her favorite hymns, “Love Divine, All 

Love’s Excelling.”  At a time when love is in 

the air, let’s give thanks to God for the love 

above all loves. 

The Story Continues… 

We continue with the Narrative Lectionary as we journey through 

the Gospel of John.  Each Sunday, Jesus shows us that he is the 

source of life… healing, feeding, and giving living water, each time 

connecting to the larger saving work that he does in us all.  Also, 

with each act, the authorities get bent out of shape.  Why do they 

have such a difficult time with who Jesus is and what he is doing?  

Come and find out, and along the way we will be fed and 

challenged.   

February   6 - “Jesus… Healer of All” (John 4:46-54; 5:1-18) 

February 13 - “Jesus… Bread of Life” (John 6:35-59) 

February 20 - “Jesus… Living Water” (John 7:37-52) 

February 27 - “Jesus… Source of Sight” (John 9:1-41) 

Forward in Faith Videos 
During the stewardship time in worship in January, we watched 
videos of our interviews with our Faith Family that introduced 
our goals for 2022.  If you missed them or would like to see 
them again, head to the “announcements” playlist on our 
YouTube channel or check on Facebook.   

Bring a Can of  Soup to 

Worship 

Sunday, February 20 is Souperbowl Sunday!  

Our youth will be collecting cans of soup to 

give to the Jacksonville Food Center.  So go 

long and score a touchdown as you bring a 

can of soup to worship. 



 

 

Living Our Mission … Small Group Connections 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the growing of  our small-group ministry.  This supports our 

mission of  “growing in faith” and “showing Christ’s love” as we nurture relationships with God 

and one another.  Here are some great opportunities to get involved! 

We are looking for a Small-Group Coordinator to help form new small groups by 

finding and supporting leaders and communicating small-group opportunities with 

the congregation.  If you are interested, contact Pastor Adam. 

What does it mean for God to be in charge? 

Come find out at our Discipleship Group!  Sharon Zuiderveld gathers 

this small group once a month to follow a study with the Women of 

the ELCA.  In the current study, “The Kingdom of God,” New 

Testament scholar Mark Allan Powell looks at this widely used biblical 

phrase and invites us into a discussion of what it might mean for 

Lutheran women today.  Our next session will focus on Jesus’ parable 

that compares the kingdom of God to a net, treasure, pearl, and more.  

Join us on Tuesday, February 15 at 10:00 a.m. in the Library at 

Faith. 

 Three simple questions… that’s all, just three 

questions, but they open up the Bible and discussion in ways you 
can’t imagine!  Join one of our Dwelling in the Word small groups to 
find out just how.  Each week we read a scripture passage together 
and ask, “What do you notice?  What makes you wonder?  What do 
you feel God calling you to do?”  Pastor Adam leads the discussion 
on Sundays after worship in the sanctuary as we reflect on the 
readings for the day.  Retired pastor Glen VanderKloot leads a 
group on Zoom on Mondays at noon.  Email him for a link at 
pastor@faithlutheran.com. Give it a try and see how three simple 
questions can make such a difference in your life.   

Women of  Faith  

Fellowship Nights 

Join us on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays (Feb. 2 & 16) 
of each month from 6:00-7:30pm to spend time in 
fellowship with each other.  Contact Monica 
Proefrock at 217-737-0475. 

Our Music Groups are  

Small Groups too!   

Ring with the Exaltation Ringers (Thursdays at 6:00 

p.m.), sing with the Chancel Choir (Thursdays at 6:30 

p.m.), or make a joyful noise with the Faith Singers 

(Sundays at 8:30 a.m.).   



 

 

Living Our Mission … Showing Christ’s Love  
An expressed goal for 2022 is strengthening congregational care.  This supports our mission 

“showing Christ’s love” as we share the love of  Jesus with one another at Faith and our neighbors 

near and far.  Here are some ways we are doing this and opportunities for you to join us! 

Contribution Envelopes for 2022 are available in the 

gathering area.  We hope that we did not overlook anyone.  If you would 
like a box of envelopes and you don’t see a box with your name on it, 
please mention this to Barb Davenport, Kim Streib, or Kris Roth.  We will 
happily provide you with a box.  If you would like to register for our easy, 
automatic online giving service, contact the church office.  There are 
no fees, and it saves you from remembering to write that weekly check! 

Financial Statements 
2021 Financial Statements are 
available at the coffee bar at 
church.  If there is no envelope 
with your name on it, please let 
Kim Streib know or contact the 
church office. 

Teacher Appreciation School Supply Collection 

The Conference of Churches is working with their members to collect school supplies for area educators.  

     It has been a difficult year for our educators, and the school year still has many months to go.  It is common 

for teachers to spend their own money for classroom supplies, and toward the end of the year is when their 

personal supplies start to run low.  Join the Conference of Churches to collect school supplies for area educators.  

Items can be donated in the blue collection box in the Mission & Ministry Center/coat closet at Faith until 

March 31, 2022.  Watch the Conference of Churches Facebook page to follow the distribution.  

Forward in Faith Stewardship Appeal… it’s all about the “M” word 

No, not “money”… it’s all about MISSION!  This year’s appeal was postponed until January so that we could 

focus more on mission.  In doing so, we identified three main goals for 2022:  fostering vibrant worship, growing 

our small group ministry, and strengthening congregational care.  Please commit to supporting our mission 

together by making a financial commitment for the year.  Intent cards were mailed in mid January or can be 

picked up at church.  You may designate your giving to General Fund (operations and ministry), Benevolence 

(support for the larger mission of our synod), and Building Fund (mortgage reduction and maintenance).  Please 

prayerfully consider how you can help make a difference as we move Forward in Faith. 



 

 

Mission Trip to 
Ghana –  
Mike Fenner 
Mike Fenner and others left 
on January 19 for a medical 
mission trip to Ghana, 
under the leadership of Dr. 
Agamah from Springfield 
and his International Health 
and Development Network 
(IHDN).  If you missed his 
presentation after worship 
on January 16, you can view it on Faceboook or YouTube.  Please join us in prayer as we support Mike and the 
others.  If you would like to make a donation to this ministry, please designate it to "IHDN." 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

     December was a busy month for the Food Center.  On December 

14 and 15, 219 families were served with Christmas food boxes for a 

total cost of $18,940.79.  As listed weekdays in the Journal Courier, the 

Food Center provides daily produce and bakery giveaways.   

Occasionally, venison and pork are also available for the asking.   

     For Morgan County residents, food boxes are available every 2 

weeks.  Melissa reported at the last board meeting that when a person 

from another County asks for help, she gladly supplies a food box.   

     In December, Faith Lutheran Church donated $460 in money and 

$66.75 in donated foods.    Lillian Korous 

A Point to Ponder 

Old Testament Characters…  
 

My background on the Old Testament is pretty 

limited, and I’ve often found it difficult to identify with 

some of its characters (and I mean characters!).  This 

winter I’m taking a course “Introduction to the Hebrew 

Bible” through the Synod’s SAM program, so I’m 

learning more about some of these men and women. 
 

Consider the story of Moses.  In the book of 

Exodus, we read about his birth.  At that time, Pharaoh 

had decreed that all male Hebrew babies were to be 

killed, so Moses’ mother concealed him in a papyrus 

basket coated with pitch and placed the basket in the 

reeds on the bank of the Nile.  You remember the 

story: the crying baby Moses was rescued by Pharaoh’s  

 

daughter, who enlisted Moses’ mother to be his nurse.  

As an adult, Moses was asked by God to lead God’s 

people.  Despite his leadership ability, Moses tried to 

refuse because he lacked the gift of public speaking.  He 

didn’t think anyone would listen to him.  God did not 

dispute his concern; rather, God directed Moses to use 

his brother Aaron, a fluent speaker, to address the 

people, and God promised to give Moses the words for 

Aaron to speak.  

When we are asked to undertake a task for which 

we feel ill-equipped, we need to ask our faithful God 

for help.  Just as God knew that Moses had the spiritual 

gift of leadership and Aaron the gift of speech, God 

knows our spiritual gifts, as well.  Lord, help us to 

discern our spiritual gifts and work together to further 

your kingdom on earth.  Amen.  Elaine Chapman 

Faith Lutheran on 
Facebook 
 

Are you on Facebook?  Be sure to 
follow us at Faith Lutheran 
Church—Jacksonville for news, 
reminders, and encouragement!  It’s 
a great way for us to stay connected 

to each other 
and to what’s 
happening in 
our community 
of Faith. 



 

 

Financial Assistants 
Feb.   6  Ken Devlin & Naomi Hahn 

Feb. 13  Barb Davenport & Kelly Hartz 

Feb. 20  Barb Davenport & Lisa Taylor-Horton 

Feb. 27  Michael Oldenettel & Karen Sibert 

Plastic Caps & Lids —  

Keep them coming! 

Your generous donations of Plastic Caps and Lids 

will help to provide benches at  

Faith Lutheran Church!  Donations continue to be 

gathered for this project in the Mission & Ministry 

Center/coat closet at church. 

     Communion Assistants 

Feb.   6  Kay Schnitker 

Feb. 13  Karen Sibert 

Feb. 20  Char Hubbard 

Feb. 27  Ken Devlin 
 

     Greeters 

Feb.   6  Judy Dillard & 

                Vicki Robson 

Feb. 13  Barb Fishback 

Feb. 20  Kris Roegge 

Feb. 27  Doris Robinson 

 

 

     Readers 

Feb.   6  Mike Fenner 

Feb. 13  Kelly Hartz 

Feb. 20  Doris Robinson 

Feb. 27  John Williams 
 

     Ushers 

Feb.   6  Angie & Mike Fenner 

Feb. 13  Stacy McQueen 

Feb. 20  Char & Paul Hubbard 

Feb. 27  need volunteer 

 

 

 

     Chancel Committee 

Feb.   6  Martha Krohe 

Feb. 13  Pat Glyshaw 

Feb. 20  Kim Heise 

Feb. 27  Kris Roth 
 

Acolytes!! 
 

Looking for new Acolytes, 8 years 

of age and older.  If your son or 

daughter is interested in becoming 

an acolyte, contact Jacob Smetters 

at 847-436-5471 or 

faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com. 

 

Worship Assistants 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 
Last year, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the 
gathering area at the podium by the east doors;  

please make checks payable to  
Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 

 

Feb.   6  Open for donation 
  &  Open for donation 

 

Feb. 13  Open for donation 
  &  Open for donation 
 

Feb. 20  Open for donation 
  &  Open for donation 
 

Feb. 27  Open for donation 
  &  Open for donation 

If you would like to help with assisting for the 9:30am worship services, please contact the church office  

(faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the gathering area at the podium by the east doors. 

Faith Telephone Directory 
A new Faith Directory will be available in the 
gathering area at church on Sunday, February 6.  
Please take one (1) per household.  If your 
information is incorrect, please email the church to let 
us know (faithlutheran62650@frontier.com).  A draft 
of the directory will be available until January 30 on 
the counter by the Mission & Ministry Center/coat 
closet for you to make corrections on. 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

February 20 


