
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 23, 2022 
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Greetings and Welcome 
 

 

Prelude – “Be Thou My Vision,” arr. Sandra Eithun  Exaltation Ringers 
 

 

 

Call to Worship – “Love Has Brought Us Here Together”   (ACS 1040) (organ) 
 

1 Love has brought us here together; love of fam'ly, love of friends; 

 love, our vow till death should part us; love, God's gift, that never ends. 

 From our birth, throughout our lifetime, love's insistence calls our name. 

 Floods of waters cannot drown it or put out its dancing flame. 
 

2 Love is gentle, love is patient, soft in words and kind in deeds. 

 Love is strong and never pompous; love puts first the other's needs. 

 Not quick-tempered or resentful, prone to take offense or brood, 

 love excels in grace and mercy, never jealous, never rude. 
 

3 Love does not rejoice at evil; love rejoices in the right. 

 Keen in giving and forgiving, spreading love is love's delight. 

 When two people pledge their union, all who witness are renewed, 

 feasting at love's earthly banquet, tasting heav'n's beatitude. 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is made 

flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  God of glory, 

C:  you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for all people.  

We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light.  We turn away 

from the poor; we ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace.  In your 
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mercy, cleanse us of our sin, and pour out the gifts of your Spirit, that, forgiven 

and renewed, we may show forth your glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 
 

P:  I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 

God has come among us 

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.   

Greet those around you by placing a hand on your chest and saying,  

"The peace of Christ be with you." 

If you are online, you may share the peace in our comment section. 

 

 

Children’s Sermon 
 

 

Hymn of Praise – “As the Deer”      (piano) 
 

1.  As the deer panteth for the water,  So my soul longeth after Thee. 

You alone are my heart’s desire,  And I long to worship Thee. 
 

Refrain:  You alone are my strength, my shield;  To You, alone, may my spirit yield. 

You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship Thee. 
 

2.  You’re my friend and you are my brother,  Even tho’ You are a King. 

I love You more than any other,  So much more than anything.  Refrain 
 

3.  I trust You though my bones are broken,  I will give my thanks to You. 

In Your strength, I am not forgotten;  and Your love will lead me through.  Refrain 
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First Reading:  Psalm 139:13-18   Reader:  Carol VanderKloot 
 

13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 

   you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

   Wonderful are your works; 

   that I know very well. 
15   My frame was not hidden from you, 

   when I was being made in secret, 

   intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 

   In your book were written 

   all the days that were formed for me, 

   when none of them as yet existed. 
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 

   How vast is the sum of them! 
18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 

   I come to the end—I am still with you. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Gospel Reading:  John 3:1-21 
 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  2He came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for 

no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’  3Jesus answered 

him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above.’  4Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old?  Can 

one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’  5Jesus answered, ‘Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 

Spirit.  6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7Do not 

be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.”  8The wind blows where 

it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where 

it goes.  So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’  9Nicodemus said to him, ‘How 

can these things be?’  10Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do 

not understand these things? 
 

11‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 

you do not receive our testimony.  12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
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believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  13No one has ascended 

into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  14And just as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 

whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

16‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

17‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 

the world might be saved through him.  18Those who believe in him are not condemned; 

but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the 

name of the only Son of God.  19And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the 

world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.  20For all 

who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 

exposed.  21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen 

that their deeds have been done in God.’ 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Song – “God Forgave My Sin in Jesus’ Name”    (piano) 
 

1.  God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name; I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name; 

And in Jesus’ name I come to you  To share his love as he told me to. 
 

Refrain:  He said, “Freely, freely you have received:  Freely, freely give. 

      Go in my name, and, because you believe,  Others will know that I live.” 
 

2.  All power is given in Jesus’ name,  In earth and heaven in Jesus’ name; 

And in Jesus’ name I come to you  To share his power as he told me to.  Refrain 
 

 

Sermon – “Jesus loves me, this I know” 
 

 

Song of the Day – “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”   LBW 90  (organ) 
 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 

 manifested by the star to the sages from afar, 

 branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem: 

 anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 
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2 Manifest at Jordan’s stream, Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 

 and at Cana wedding guest in thy Godhead manifest; 

 manifest in pow’r divine, changing water into wine; 

 anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 
 

3 Manifest in making whole palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

 manifest in valiant fight, quelling all the devil’s might; 

 manifest in gracious will, ever bringing good from ill: 

 anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 
 

4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, present in thy holy word; 

 grace to imitate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou; 

 that we might become like thee at thy great epiphany, 

 and may praise thee, ever blest, God in flesh made manifest. 
 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

Prayers 
 

 

Stewardship Time  
 

Through the month of January, we will be learning about our Faith Family goals for 

2022.  We are committed to fostering vibrant worship, growing our small-group ministry, 

strengthening congregational care, and maintaining ministry excellence through our staff 

and building.  Please prayerfully consider how you can financially support our shared 

ministry in the year to come. 
 

“Unending Love,” by Sam Knock & Jill McCloghry 

Sung by Jacob Smetters and Melissa Street 



6 

Words of Institution        (piano) 
 

P:  As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 

he comes. 
 

P:  On the night of his betrayal, … This do so you remember me.”   Refrain 

After supper, …  This do so you remember me.”  Refrain 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

Communion Songs 
 

"Build a Longer Table"   (ACS 1062) (organ) 
 

1 Build a longer table, not a higher wall, 

 feeding those who hunger, making room for all. 

 Feasting together, stranger turns to friend, 

 Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end. 
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2 Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail; 

 where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail. 

 For any place where justice is denied, 

 Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside. 

 

3 Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence. 

 Love protects all people, sparing no expense. 

 When we embrace compassion more than fear, 

 Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here. 
 

4 When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad, 

 Christ became our doorway to the reign of God. 

 So must our tables welcome those who roam. 

 None can be excluded; all must find a home. 

 
“The Church’s One Foundation”   LBW 369 (organ) 

 

1.  The Church’s one foundation, is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is his new creation by water and the Word. 

From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 

With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 

2.  Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth; 

Her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses with ev’ry grace endued. 
 

3.  Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: “How long?” 

And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 
 

4.  Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, 

She waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 

Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest. 
 

5.  Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 

O blessed heav’nly chorus!  Lord, save us by your grace. 

That we, like saints before us, may see you face to face. 
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Post-Communion Blessing  
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

 

Benediction  
 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face to shine on you 

and be gracious to you, may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
 

 

Sending Song – “Take My Life, that I May Be”   (ELW 583)  (piano) 
 

Refrain:  Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

Take my moments and my days;  Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

1.  Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 

Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.  Refrain 
 

2.  Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect, and use ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain 
 

3.  Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King; 

Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee.  Refrain 
 

4.  Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine, 

Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.  Refrain 
 

 

Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.  
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       Song Credits 
 

All Creation Sings, © 2020 Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House.  Used by permission. 

“As the Deer,” from Songs for Praise & Worship, Word Music, © 1992; verse 3 words by John Roth  CCLI#973583 

“God Forgave My Sin in Jesus’ Name (Freely, Freely),” text and tune by Carol Owens, © 1972 by Lexicon Music, Inc.  

CCLI#973583 

Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.  Used by permission. 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Publishing House.  Used by permission. 

 

******************************************* 

 

Worship Assistants 
 

Communion Assistant:  Kay Schnitker 

Greeter:  Lillian Korous 

Reader:  Carol VanderKloot 

Ushers:  Doris Robinson 

Pastor:  Adam Dichsen 

Music Directors:  Jacob Smetters & Jean Welch 

Pianist:  Jean Welch 

Organist:  Sandi Watts 

Bass Guitar:  Drew Snodgrass 

Guitarist:  Marilyn Dichsen 

Drummer:  John Demien 

Financial Assistants:  Naomi Hahn & Craig Miller  

Chancel Committee:  Kim Heise 
 

Singers: 

Kelly Hartz  Kris Roth 

Terri Kimler  Melissa Street 

Adam Krohe  Carol VanderKloot 
 

 

News Updates 
 

2022 Stewardship Appeal - "Forward in Faith" 

Next Sunday is our dedication Sunday where you are invited to give your financial intent 

for 2022.  A letter and card have been mailed and you will receive them this week.  Thank 

you so much for your generosity and support of our ministry as we move Forward in Faith. 
 

Annual Report Packets are available in the gathering area on the counter by the Mission 

& Ministry Center/coat closet.  The Annual Meeting will be held on January 30; please 



10 

take one packet per family, and bring it with you to the meeting.  You may also attend the 

meeting via Zoom.  Contact the church office for login information. 

 

Contribution Envelopes for 2022 are available in the gathering area at the coffee bar.  

We hope that we did not overlook anyone.  If you would like a box of envelopes and you 

don’t see a box with your name on it, please mention this to Barb Davenport, Kim Streib, 

or Kris Roth.  We will happily provide you with a box. 

 

Mike Fenner on Medical Mission in Ghana 

Last week we heard from Mike Fenner about Dr. Agamah and the International Health and 

Development Network (IHDN) in Ghana.  They are currently serving in Ghana and 

welcome your prayers.  If you would like to make a donation to this ministry, please 

designate it to "IHDN." 

 

Get Involved in a Small Group! 

- Discipleship Group meets next on Tuesday, January 25 at 10:00 a.m. in the Faith Library. 

- Dwelling in the Word on Zoom on Mondays at noon. 

- Women of Faith Fellowship Nights on the first and third Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 at  

   Faith. 

- Men's Prayer Group on Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m. 

- Exaltation Ringers on Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. 

- Chancel Choir on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Fairly-Traded Coffee/Tea:  Check out the coffee display from Equal Exchange.  Simply 

select the product(s) you would like to purchase, and place the money in the container 

provided by the display ($6.50 regular; $7.50 decaf & flavored; $3.00 tea; $2.50 chocolate 

bars; $5.50 hot chocolate—milk & dark).  Checks should be made out to Faith Lutheran 

Church with “coffee” designated in the memo area.   

 

Poinsettias in the gathering area are available to take home; please take one (or more) if 

you would like. 

 

Sign-Up Sheets are available at the podium in the gathering area.  Please take a moment 

to sign up to be an Usher, Reader, Greeter, Communion Assistant, and to Donate Flowers.  

Thank You!  We are Gifted to Serve! 

 
 

 


