
 

 

Goal 2 – “Grow our small-group ministry.”   

Together we’ve learned the importance of community 

and that authentic community can be nurtured both in 

person and using virtual tools.  Small groups allow us 

to GROW individually and as a congregation through 

relationships with God and one another.  We currently 

have a number of groups meeting, from book studies, 

Bible studies, music groups, and more.  In 2022, we 

commit to growing our small-group ministry to 

provide more opportunities for such relationships and 

to engage more people in participating in these 

relationships. 

Goal 3 – “Strengthen congregational care.”   

Together, we SHOW Christ’s love in the ways we 

care for one another.  A pandemic forced us apart 

physically and showed us areas of needed 

improvement.  In 2022, we commit to strengthening 

congregational care as we connect to our members, 

involve our members in caring for one another, and 

reach out to new people in our community.  

And also, if you notice, these goals also engage us in 

mission… connecting to God’s grace that FLOWS 

through Christ, GROWING in faith through 

relationships, and SHOWING Christ’s love to all.  

This is God’s mission for us, together, here in this 

place, and I look forward to working with you as we 

live out this mission. 

Together in Mission, 

Pastor Adam 

Mission Goals for 2022 
By Pastor Adam 

Two years ago, as 2019 was coming to a close, the 

council and I had high hopes of using 2020 as a year 

of visioning for our congregation.  I wanted to kick 

off a 20/20 Vision campaign where we assessed our 

strengths and opportunities for growth to establish 

some short and long-range goals.  Well… we all 

know what happened as 2020 began.  Covid filled 

our fields of vision, and I was scrambling to see what 

the world and ministry would look like even a week 

down the road!  Since then we’ve learned a lot, and 

the time is right for us to do some serious goal 

setting as a congregation.  Again, many thanks to 

those who submitted feedback through our summer 

survey.  It was your input, along with the 

observations and experiences of the last few years, 

that helped our council set the following goals for 

2022 and beyond: 

Goal 1 – “Foster vibrant worship.”   

Together we’ve learned again about the importance 

of worship to hold us together in the midst of 

challenges.  God’s grace FLOWS through worship, 

the foundation for our Faith Family, that connects us 

to one another and to God.  Worship unites us in 

celebration, engages us in thoughtful dialogue, and 

helps us grow in faith.  In 2022, we commit to 

fostering vibrant worship that is grounded in our 

Christian and Lutheran roots, utilizes the many gifts 

of our members, inspires all through music and 

liturgy, and demonstrates practical relevance for 

today’s world as we nurture faith and are sent out 

into the world.  
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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 



 

  

“I Love to Tell the Story” 
The story continues as we transition into Advent!  We will hear 

about God speaking to Elijah, not in the powerful wind or 

shaking earth, but in the still, small silence and ponder how we 

hear God’s voice in our lives (11/7).  We will be challenged by 

God’s call to justice through the prophet Amos and consider 

what justice means to us today (11/14).  We will hear the 

promise of long ago that a child will be born, a coming king, as 

we celebrate Christ the King Sunday (11/21).  And Advent 

begins with a letter to the exiles in Babylon with a message of 

God’s promise and faithfulness for all who are lost (11/28).   

Community Thanksgiving Service 

You are invited by Grace Lutheran Church in Virginia to join them and our extended community for a Service 

of Thanksgiving on Sunday, November 21 at 6:00 p.m.  There were no community services in 2020, and 

Jacksonville is not having one this year, so come join us… we have much for which to be thankful!!! 

Wor·ship  /werSHep/ 
“The foundation of faith for everything 
we do.  Through God’s word, water, 
bread, and prayer, worship nurtures us in 
faith and sends us out into the world.  
Connected with and central to 
everything we do, worship unites us in 
celebration, engages us in thoughtful 
dialogue, and helps us grow in faith, 
grounding us in our Christian and 
Lutheran roots while demonstrating 
practical relevance for today’s world.” 

- ELCA definition of worship 

Jacksonville Area Conference of  

Churches - Virtual Services of  

Gratitude 

Beginning on November 15, congregations in our 

community will provide a 3-5 minute video with 

reflections, music, and prayer to turn our hearts to 

God in gratitude this season.  Head to the JACC 

Facebook page to find them, “like” them so you will 

go straight to your feed, and share them with others! 

Living Our Mission … Our Worship Life together 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the continued fostering of  vibrant worship.  This specifically 

supports our mission as “we respond to God’s grace flowing through Christ.”  In worship, God’s 

grace flows to us through the sacraments and community, and we respond with joyful praise. 
As a Faith Family, we are continually discerning how to fulfill this goal of 

fostering vibrant worship while also working within the realities of a waning 
pandemic.  At this time, we continue to gather at 9:30 on Sunday mornings for a live-
streamed, blended worship service.  Reformation Sunday was a wonderful example 
of how vibrant this style of worship can be.  The musical offerings of brass and 
woodwinds, organ and piano, and both the Faith Singers and Chancel Choir made 
God’s presence tangible and inspired us to attitudes of adoration.  Our worship 
draws us together in community as we average 80-90 people in the sanctuary and 50 
people online, well above our pre-pandemic worship attendance.  Thank you for 
being a part of our vibrant worship life!  Please reach out and invite others to join us 
and receive God’s grace flowing through Christ in our worship together. 

All Saints 
Sunday 

On November 7 we 
remember our loved 
ones who have died or 
were baptized in the last 
year.  Join us and 
remember to turn 
your clocks back! 



 

 

Dwelling in the Word 
This spiritual practice engages you with scripture and others in insightful and meaningful ways.  We simply read 
the scripture for the day and reflect on three questions: What do you notice?  What makes you wonder?  What do 
you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to do?  Join us either online or in person… or both!   
 Mondays at noon on Zoom with Glen VanderKloot.  All you need is a smart phone, tablet, or computer to 

connect.  Email him for a link at pastor@faithlutheran.com. 
 Sundays in the sanctuary after worship with Pastor Adam.  Grab a cup of coffee and head back into the 

sanctuary as we reflect on the reading (and sometimes sermon) from the morning.   

Discipleship Group 

This women’s group has just started up again and welcomes you!  
Led by Sharon Zuiderveld, we meet once a month and use a 
Women of the ELCA study, “The gift of the Spirit: A divine wild 
goose chase.”  Together, we aim to deepen relationships with God 
and one another by exploring the actions of the Holy Spirit in 
Scripture and in our lives while drawing connections between the 
Holy Spirit and a goose instead of a dove.  Join us on Tuesday, 
November 16 at 10:00 a.m. 

Living Our Mission … Small Group Connections 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the growing of  our small-group ministry.  This supports our 

mission of  “growing in faith” and “showing Christ’s love” as we nurture relationships with God 

and one another.  Here are some great opportunities to get involved! 

Wednesday Book Study at Faith 

We are just wrapping up “What’s the Least I Can 
Believe and Still Be a Christian? A Guide to what 
Matters Most” and will not resume until 2022.  
Contact Pastor Adam if you would like to join us or 
have a book to recommend.   

Music Ministries 
Our music groups are small groups too!  We offer our gifts 

of music while growing in relationship with God and one 

another. 

 Chancel Choir meets on Thursday evenings at 

6:30pm.  We will be singing some familiar tunes 

along with some new ones. 

 Exaltation Ringers meet at 6:00 pm on Thursdays 

before Choir and are ringing some familiar hymns. 

 Faith Singers rehearse before worship and lead our 

congregation in song through worship.  Please 

consider singing or ringing with us — we want to 

grow our Faith Choirs and cannot do it without you!! 

Questions or interested in joining?  Contact our music 

directors Jacob Smetters (faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com) or 

Jean Welch (jrwelch53@msn.com). 

Tuesday Night Book Study on Zoom 

We are just wrapping up “Daring Faith” and will be 
selecting a new book soon.  Contact Glen VanderKloot 
if you are interested in participating at 
pastor@faithlutheran.com.   

Women of  Faith Fellowship 
Nights 

Beginning in November, the women of Faith will 
be gathering on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the 
month to spend time in fellowship with each other.  
Join us from 6:00-7:30 pm at Faith in the Great 
Room.  Feel free to bring a craft project you’re 
working on, a book you’re reading, something from 
your to-do list that you’d enjoy doing in the 
company of others, or just yourself.  We’re looking 
forward to connecting and reconnecting with each 
other!  Questions or want to join our text message 
group for event reminders and info?  Contact 
Monica Proefrock at 217-737-0475. 



 

 

Living Our Mission … Showing Christ’s Love  

Count Up to Advent in Our 

Reverse Advent Project 

Faith will partner once again with our friends at Grace 

Lutheran Church in Virginia in our 2021 Reverse 

Advent project, collecting food for individuals and 

families in need.  Reverse Advent projects add up rather 

than counting down to Christmas, by adding a different 

food item each day of Advent.  You may choose one of 

two ways to be a part of the fun.  If you want to collect 

food, take home a festive bag located on the coat tree 

next to the Working Cross in the Gathering Area.  You 

will find the suggested list of food items attached to 

each bag.  In addition, on the reverse of each list, you 

will find a short list of preferences that might help you make your choices.  If you don’t want to collect food, 

money donations are also needed.  This year we hope to use these to enable us to buy fresh food items (e.g., eggs, 

milk, bread, fruit, vegetables) to add to each gift.  We plan to use cash donations for this purpose, so know that 

money donations are a very special part of our project this year. 

We encourage you to reach out to friends and neighbors to participate along with us.  Take them a bag and list and 

let them experience the joy of sharing the spirit of the holiday.  Then volunteer to bring their bag back to church.  

Better yet, invite them to an Advent Allegro concert or a worship service and they can place their bag with the 

others. 

If you find your bag too small for all your items, just take another one as needs arise.  Tie the handles together 

when you return your bags to the church. 

We hope to fill the area under the Working Cross with bags of food for our neighbors.  Please bring your bags to 

the church by Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 

Then sign up on the list on the counter to be a part of our delivery teams.  We will meet at the church at 6:30 pm 

on Wednesday, December 29, load up our bags, and head out to spread the joy. 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

     The Jacksonville Food Center served 37 families for food orders, a total 

of 59 people at a cost of $4,683.43.  We served 231 families for extra bakery, 

a total of 492 people at a cost of $4,435.97.  The churches contributed $275 

in money and $180 in food donations.  Passavant hospital donated 4 cases 

(1,200) masks to the Food Center.  A total of 8 boxes of bread were donated 

to the Ladies of Charity Thrift store in Quincy.  Buns, venison, chicken, and 

cereal were donated to the Winchester Kiwanis Food Pantry serving 25 

Families with 17 children.  Two boxes of bananas and 5 bags of chicken 

were donated to Spirit of Faith Soup Kitchen.   

     Faith Lutheran Church donated $190 to the Food Center in September.  

Melissa reports that “We are slowly increasing numbers everyday”.   

Lillian Korous 

Doorbell Dinners 

THANK YOU to all who 

are helping deliver Doorbell 

Dinners this month!  Our 

next week to deliver is 

January 10-14.  Please put it 

on your calendars and 

consider helping with this 

important ministry. 



 

 

Faith Presents Free Outdoor Advent Concert Featuring Drumlines 

This year we have invited the drumlines from Jacksonville High School and Illinois College to present “Shall I 

Play for Him?” a free outdoor con-

cert to mark the beginning of Advent 

in a fun and festive way.  The concert 

will take place at Faith at 3:00 pm on 

Sunday afternoon, November 28, the 

first Sunday of Advent.  Plan to join us 

to support the young people of our 

community as they make a joyful noise!  

Invite your friends and bring the 

kids—they will love it!  Stick around 

afterwards for some hot chocolate and 

fellowship. 

It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like… 
Advent begins on Sunday, November 28, and we 

would like to drop a load of Christmas on our spaces 

prior to that date!  Trees need to be put up and 

decorated, so let’s make a good time out of it!  

Following worship on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 

we will set up trees and decorate them.  We need 

people to climb ladders and fuss over ornaments.  

Many hands make light work.  After we are finished, 

we’ll share soup and bread (dessert, too!) and enjoy 

our holiday handiwork.  THIS WILL BE FUN! 

Advent Allegro returns in person AND 

online 

We are pleased to offer our Advent Allegro concert series 

again this year, a community favorite for the season.  

There will be no soup lunch, but the concert will be live in 

the sanctuary for in-person attendance as well as streamed 

online for people to join us on Facebook and YouTube.   

 December   1 - JHS Madrigal Singers under direction 

of Jacob Smetters 

 December   8 - Anna Ferraro on piano 

 December 15 - TBD 

 December 22 - Nichol DelGiorno on organ 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel … Getting Ready for Advent 

Baptismal Celebrations 

Last month we celebrated two children who were baptized away from our congregation.  During our worship 

services, we welcomed them into the mission we share and committed our support for their faith journeys.   

Ada Colette Snodgrass 

(daughter of Matt and Allie 

Snodgrass) was baptized by 

Pastor Grandma Linda 

Strader on August 15. 

 

 

Desmond Ocean Joel 

Dichsen (son of Pastor 

Adam and Karen Dichsen) 

was baptized on October 9. 



 

 

A Point to Ponder 

How much is it worth? 

Dennis and I enjoy watching Antiques Roadshow.  

Recently we saw an episode from about 15 years 

ago in which a woman brought in an ancient world 

map.  The expert determined that the map was 

drawn by a famous cartographer/engineer in the 

1600’s and commissioned by Louis XIV of France.  

Wow.  Then the big question arose:  How much 

do you think it’s worth?  The owner had no idea, 

so she was speechless when the expert estimated 

that at auction, the map should be valued at over 

$100,000!  Then the bottom of the screen flashed 

that the value in 2021 had dropped to about 

$20,000.  In the end, the things that remain full of 

worth aren’t things at all.  The love of God - 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - is priceless and 

eternal.  Time with loved ones is priceless.  The joy 

and support that is found in the community of 

believers is priceless and timeless.  The Peace that 

passes all understanding -- you can’t put a price on 

that.  The sure and certain hope of resurrection is 

beyond all that we can imagine.  So when we’re 

thinking about how we spend our time and money,  

we need to remember what is truly and eternally 

full of worth.  Consider Matthew 6:19-21: “Do not 

store up for yourselves treasures on earth ….but 

store up for yourselves treasures in heaven….  For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.”  Thanks be to God for God’s priceless gift.  

Elaine Chapman 

Matching Gift Challenge 

Last week a letter was sent to our Faith Family 

announcing a generous anonymous gift of $30,000 to 

our building project mortgage.  Praise God!  At this 

time we owe approximately $750,000 of the total cost 

of $1,650,000.  The donor suggested we invite others 

to make a donation so that together we might match 

or exceed this gift by the end of the year.  No gift is 

too big or too small as we give to God according to 

how each of us is able.  Please prayerfully consider 

making an end-of-the-year contribution towards this 

goal.   

Sunday School children “sharing Christ’s peace” 

Confirmation students gather for pizza on their first class 

on October 17.  The next Sunday, they were forced to 

hold class in the basement due to big storms coming 

through town!  We meet two Sunday evenings each month 

for food, fellowship, fun… and some learning too! 



 

 

Financial Assistants 
Nov.   7  Lisa Taylor-Horton & Larry Sweatman 

Nov. 14  Paul Hubbard & to be decided 

Nov. 21  Naomi Hahn & Craig Miller  

Nov. 28  Barb Davenport & Karen Sibert  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Green Pastures Campground sponsors a wealth of 
camps throughout the year.  These camps focus on 
Christian youth development and developing a real 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our staff are hand-
picked from the community for the Christ-like examples 
they set.  Prices vary.  Scholarships are available for all 
camps. 
 

WORK DAY:  Saturday, November 6th, 8am-12pm 
with lunch provided after.  It is our campground, each 
one of us that has been to the grounds and experienced 
Jesus, and we are calling out to all to come and join us.  
Bring some gloves and a smile! See you then!!  

W E E K E N D  R E T R E A T S  
Overnight camper reunions where the focus is on 
developing your relationship with Christ, renewing 
your relationship with summer camp friends, and 
further development as a follower of Christ during 
the school year. 

http://www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org/info 

Plastic Caps & Lids —  

Keep them coming! 

Your generous donations of Plastic Caps and Lids 

will help to provide benches at Faith Lutheran 

Church!  Donations continue to be gathered for 

this project in the coast closet at church. 

     Communion Assistants 

Nov.   7  Karen Sibert 

Nov. 14  need volunteer 

Nov. 21  need volunteer 

Nov. 28  need volunteer 
 

     Greeters 

Nov.   7  Debbie, Ethel, & Gayla 

Nov. 14  Larry & Laura Sweatman 

Nov. 21  Judy Dillard & 

                 Vicki Robson 

Nov. 28  need volunteer 

 

Readers 

Nov.   7  Larry Kuster 

Nov. 14  Kelly Hartz 

Nov. 21  Carol VanderKloot 

Nov. 28  Monica Proefrock 
 

     Ushers 

Nov.   7  Doris Robinson 

Nov. 14  Doris Robinson 

Nov. 21  need volunteer 

Nov. 28  need volunteer 

 

 

If you would like to help  

with assisting for the 9:30am worship 

services, please contact the church 

office or sign up in the gathering 

area at the podium by the east doors. 
 

Acolytes!! 
 

Looking for new Acolytes, 8 years 

of age and older.  If your son or 

daughter is interested in becoming 

an acolyte, contact Jacob Smetters 

at 847-436-5471 or 

faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com. 

Worship Assistants 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 
Last year, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the 
gathering area at the podium by the east doors;  

please make checks payable to  
Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 

 

Nov.   7  By the Dichsens in memory of   
                Don Dichsen who died in 2010 
          &  In memory of Dr. Tom Stevens 
                who died in July 2021 

 

Nov. 14  By Amy Stevens Kaufman 
  &  Open for donation 
 

Nov. 21  By Carol Rauen in memory of Annette 
       Kilver’s birthday November 22 
  &  Open for donation 

 

Nov. 28  In honor of Louise Savoie’s 102nd  
       birthday on December 1 
          &  Open for donation 
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