
 

 

whole congregation - a whole Faith Family - 

together is something that brings GOOD NEWS… 

GREAT JOY! 

But consider this: when we gather together on 

Christmas Eve, we celebrate that the together we 

share is not our doing, but a divine gift of God.  The 

Body of Christ is a beautiful thing, the bride of 

Christ.  And when we gather, we aren’t just a bunch 

of people who like to hang out together and sing 

together and eat cookies together… we gather in the 

presence of the Living Word who took on flesh to be 

together with us!  We are woven together by the 

Holy Spirit that creates and sustains us through 

every struggle and challenge.  We are one in our 

identity, God’s grace that flows to us through Christ.  

Do you know what that is?  That’s GOOD 

NEWS… GREAT JOY! 

So this Christmas, some of you will be worshiping 

with us in your pajamas on your screens, and part of 

me will be jealous.  Some of you will be gathering 

in the sanctuary, saving your seat for the Christmas 

concert, anxiously waiting to light your candles and 

join the song of the heavenly host.  Here’s the most 

important part: wherever you are, let’s be together.  

Let’s be together as the Body of Christ.  Let’s be 

together in mission for the sake of the world.  Let’s 

be together in more than proximity but in unity of 

Spirit.  Let’s be together in love for one another with 

the singular purpose of worshiping our God who is 

Love and calls us to give that love away.  Do you 

know what that is? That’s GOOD NEWS...GREAT 

JOY! 

Together with you in Christ, 

Pastor Adam 

Good News… Great Joy! 
By Pastor Adam 

Last Christmas was one like none other.  I never 

would have imagined that we would all be 

worshiping together, yet physically distanced, each 

gathered around our televisions, computers, and 

phones.  I also never would have imagined that I 

would spend Christmas Eve and Christmas Day in 

my pajamas… hmmm… some things weren’t so 

bad :)  But because of last year, when I hear the 

angels announce to the shepherds, “I am bringing 

you GOOD NEWS of GREAT JOY for all 

people,” it really hits me. 

I’ll be honest.  In a year so full of bad news, I 

really need some good news.  Can I get an 

“Amen”?  I won’t recount the long list of 

disappointments, frustrations, and losses we’ve 

experienced, but guess what?  In just a few weeks, 

we will have the opportunity to gather together, to 

worship together, to hear the story of our Savior’s 

birth together, to make music together, to feast on 

the Word made flesh together, and to sing by 

candlelight together, all on what is a most holy of 

nights.  Do you know what that is?  That is GOOD 

NEWS...GREAT JOY! 

You may have noticed a repeating word in that last 

paragraph… the word “together.”  Take a moment 

and reflect on that word.  It has more meaning for 

me today than ever before.  At its most 

fundamental level, it simply means two things are 

in close proximity to one another.  But when those 

two things have come together with a love of one 

another and the singular purpose of worshiping our 

God who is Love and calls us to give that love 

away, when those two things are not just two but a 
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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 



 

  

Christmas Eve Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

Last year our Christmas Eve services were online only and we painfully missed worshiping together in 

person.  This year, in awareness of the importance of nurturing community, we will have one Christmas 

Eve worship service at 7:00 p.m.  It will be a time to celebrate the “Good News of Great Joy” as 

proclaimed by the angels as we hear the story of our Savior’s birth, share in Holy Communion with the Word 

made flesh, and sing by candlelight.  Bring a friend and join us for this wonderful time of worship together! 

Living Our Mission … Our Worship Life together 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the continued fostering of  vibrant worship.  This specifically 

supports our mission as “we respond to God’s grace flowing through Christ.”  In worship, God’s 

grace flows to us through the sacraments and community, and we respond with joyful praise. 

Sunday Mornings in Advent 

Advent is a time of hopeful anticipation.  This year, as we continue to tell the story, 
we hear from three prophets and the Gospel of John:  

November 28 – Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 and the “Good News of a New Home” 
December   5 – Ezekiel 37:1-14 and the “Good News of New Life” 

December 12 – Isaiah 55:1-13 and the “Good News of a New Way” 

December 19 – John 1:1-18 and the “Good News of New Hope” 

Christmas Eve Concert beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

Christmas Eve is upon us.  As in the past, we will have a 30-minute concert prior to the 7:00pm service.  
If you would like to offer your talents during this time, please contact Jean Welch.  Thank you for sharing 
the gifts you have been given!!  Jean's number is 217/652-7009, or email her at jrwelch53@msn.com. 

Christmas Morning Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

On Christmas morning we will follow the shepherds’ lead as we gather around the manger and then 

depart, glorifying and praising God, and sharing the good news.  It will be a beautiful morning as we use 

our traditional Christmas liturgy set to carols, share in Holy Communion, and welcome the Christ Child.   

Poinsettias To purchase a poinsettia to help decorate the church 

for Christmas, please sign up at the counter by the coat closet and drop 

your check (or cash) into the decorated box; the cost is $10.00.  Please 

make your check out to Faith Lutheran Church, with a notation for 

Poinsettia, or call or email the church (245-8919 or 

faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) by December 15 and send your check 

to the church (1385 W. Walnut St., Jacksonville, IL 62650).  Please 

indicate if the poinsettia is in honor or memory of someone special.   

Advent Wreaths  

Faith’s handmade Advent 

wreaths have been a tradition in 

many of our homes each year.  If 

you would like to light candles 

through the Advent season this 

year, come by and pick up your 

wreath and a fresh set of candles.   

Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 26 at 9:30 a.m. 

This service will be packed with good news and great joy as we hear the story of the Word made flesh from 

Old Testament and New and sing the story with some of our Christmas favorites.   



 

 

Dwelling in the Word 
This spiritual practice engages you with scripture and 

others in insightful and meaningful ways.  We simply read 

the scripture for the day and reflect on three questions: 

What do you notice?  What makes you wonder?  What do 

you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to do?  Join us either 

online or in person… or both!   

 Mondays at noon on Zoom with Glen VanderKloot.  

Email him for a link at pastor@faithlutheran.com. 

 Sundays in the sanctuary after worship with Pastor 

Adam.  Grab a cup of coffee and head back into the 

sanctuary as we reflect on the reading (and sometimes 

the sermon) from the morning. 

Discipleship Group 

This women’s group has just started up again and 

welcomes you!  Led by Sharon Zuiderveld, we 

meet once a month and use a Women of the 

ELCA study, “The gift of the Spirit: A divine 

wild goose chase.”  Together, we aim to deepen 

relationships with God and one another by 

exploring the actions of the Holy Spirit in 

Scripture and in our lives while drawing 

connections between the Holy Spirit and a goose 

instead of a dove.  Join us on Tuesday, 

December 21 at 10:00 a.m. in the Library at 

Faith. 

Living Our Mission … Small Group Connections 
An expressed goal for 2022 is the growing of  our small-group ministry.  This supports our 

mission of  “growing in faith” and “showing Christ’s love” as we nurture relationships with God 

and one another.  Here are some great opportunities to get involved! 

Coming in 2022... 

 A new small group for young adults led by Allie and Matt Snodgrass in their home.  Contact them for more 
information; call, text, or email:  Allie (217-836-3150; allisonrsnodgrass@gmail.com); Matt (217-993-1081; 
mj.snodgrass@gmail.com). 

 Back by popular demand… movies!  Join us for an optional lunch and stay for a movie and discussion.   

 The Tuesday Night Book Study on Zoom is taking a break for December and will return in January.  Stay 
tuned for their next book.   

Music Ministries 
Our music groups are small groups, too!  We offer our 

gifts of music while growing in relationship with God and 

one another. 

 Exaltation Ringers on Thursdays at 6:00pm 

 Chancel Choir on Thursdays at 6:30pm.   

 Faith Singers rehearse before worship and lead 

our congregation in song through worship.  

Questions or interested in joining?  Contact our music 

directors Jacob Smetters (faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com) 

or Jean Welch (jrwelch53@msn.com). 

Women of  Faith Fellowship 
Nights 

The Women of Faith are gathering on the 1st and 

2nd Wednesdays in December to spend time in 

fellowship with each other (December 1 & 8).  Join 

us from 6:00-7:30 pm at Faith in the Great Room 

as we work together on a project for Christmas 

Eve worship, send cards to others, and more.  

Questions or want to join our text message group 

for event reminders and info?  Contact Monica 

Proefrock at 217-737-0475. 

We are looking for a Small Group Coordinator to help form new small groups by 

finding and supporting leaders and communicating small group opportunities with 

the congregation.  If you are interested, contact Pastor Adam. 



 

 

Advent Allegro returns in person AND online 

We are pleased to offer our Advent Allegro concert series again this year, a community favorite for the season.  

There will be no soup lunch, but the concerts will be live in the sanctuary for in-person attendance as well as 

streamed online for people to join us on Facebook and YouTube.   

 December   1 - JHS Madrigal Singers under the direction of Jacob Smetters 

 December   8 - Anna Ferraro on piano 

 December 15 - To Be Announced 

 December 22 - Nichol DelGiorno on organ 

Living Our Mission … Showing Christ’s Love  

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

Christmas Food Baskets are again being supplied to those needing help 

this holiday season. Food items will be distributed December 14 and 15, 

therefore donations from our church must be delivered by December 

8th.  Items to be included in the baskets are on the adjacent list and also 

listed on a poster on the easel near the coat closet area.  Printed lists of 

needed items can be found in an envelope tacked to the poster.  Items 

requiring refrigeration need not be donated and will be added at 

distribution time.  The Salvation Army is providing Ham or Turkey for 

each Christmas basket.  Please consider showing love for your neighbor 

by providing a needy family with a blessing this Christmas.   

Food Center money donations in October were $350.00.  Food items 

valued at $29.25 were delivered in November.  Lillian Korous 

Christmas Family  

Food Baskets 
Sweet potatoes/Instant potatoes 

                           (regular & large size) 

Gravy Mix (pkg or can) 

Egg noodles Chicken broth 

Corn / Green beans 

Mushroom soup Stuffing mix 

Mac & Cheese      Fruit salad (canned) 

Pumpkin pie mix / Evaporated milk 

Cereal  Cool Whip / Jell-O 

Butter  Margarine 

Flour  Sugar  Rolls 

Matching Gift Challenge 

Last month a letter was sent to our Faith Family 

announcing a generous anonymous gift of $30,000 to 

our building project mortgage.  Praise God!  At this time 

we owe approximately $750,000 of the total cost of 

$1,650,000.  The donor suggested we invite others to 

make a donation so that together we might match or 

exceed this gift by the end of the year.  No gift is too big 

or too small as we give to God according to how each of 

us is able.  Please prayerfully consider making an end-of-

the-year contribution towards this goal.   

Christmas Gifts for Children 

Faith is “Adopting a Family” through the Salvation 
Army this year!  We have been assigned a family 
with a single parent and three children.  If you 
would like to participate, please look for the 
information in the gathering area and return the 
WRAPPED gift to Faith no later than SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 19TH.  THANK YOU! 

Children’s Bake Sale 

Our children put on a smashing bake sale in 

October… let’s do it again, Christmas style!  Come 

before and after worship on December 19 to pick 

out some holiday treats to enjoy or give to a friend.  

A few years ago the kids were grateful to contribute 

to our building project by raising money for the 

kitchen.  This time they’ll do it again as all proceeds 

go to our matching gift challenge to help pay off our 

mortgage.   Free Kindle Fire Tablets 

Do you know someone who would benefit from a 

tablet to help them worship with us online or connect 

through a virtual small group?  We have recently been 

given two Kindle Fire tablets and would like to give 

them a good home!  All one needs is a wi-fi 

connection, and they can use a tablet to worship 

online and Zoom with our small groups.  Contact 

Pastor Adam for more information. 



 

 

Reverse Advent Fast Facts 

Our Reverse Advent project returns this year!  Visit the table 

under the working cross by the front doors  

to pick up your bag and learn more.   
 

1.  It's not too late to pick up your bag or take one to a 
friend.  In fact, it's never too late to be a good neighbor 
this Advent and Christmas season. 

2.  It's especially important to fill a bag this year.  Prices are 
higher than usual, and this hits the food insecure especially 
hard. 

3.  Remember, the list is meant to be helpful.  You can always 
make thoughtful substitutions. 

4.  Need another bag?  Help yourself to those on the coat 
rack.  Just remember to tie the handles together when you 
bring them back to place under the Working Cross. 

5.  You may bring your bag back anytime between now and 
Christmas Day, although the calendar takes you to 
Christmas Eve/Day.  We look forward to the area beneath 
the Working Cross filled with the visible love of our 
congregation. 

6.  We need help delivering the bags on Wednesday evening, 
December 29, at 6:30 pm.  It is fun!  Sign up on the list to 
let us know you want to be a part of the delivery teams. 

7.  Thank you!  Advent Blessings! 

A Point to Ponder 

Advent: While We Wait 
It’s Advent, the new year of the church calendar. 

Advent is all about anticipation as we remember and 

celebrate the birth of Jesus on December 25 and, at 

the same time, continue to prepare for His second 

coming.  We are already getting ready for Christmas in 

our homes and at the Church,  but how do we prepare 

for the Second Coming, an event which is not on  

anyone’s timeline?  The Gospels give us some clear 

guidance about that.  Mark 12:30-31: You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 

strength…you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  

Matthew 25 gives us some specifics: I was hungry, and 

you fed me; thirsty and you gave me drink; a stranger 

and you welcomed me; naked and you clothed me; 

sick and you visited me; in prison and you came to me.  

Jesus said, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these my brethren, you did for me.  

So, while we await the return of Jesus, we are 

called to a life of service--that is, activity in the here 

and now.  That means supplying the needy with food, 

drink, and clothing, welcoming the stranger among us, 

visiting the sick, and ministering to the imprisoned.  

Like children preparing for Christmas, we wait…  

But we wait for what we already have: Christ comes 

among us each time we participate in the Word and 

Sacrament.  Our faith is strengthened in the promises 

of God.  Thanks be to God.     Elaine Chapman 

Doorbell Dinners 

Our next week to deliver is January 10-14.  

Please put it on your calendars and consider 

helping with this important ministry.  A sign-up 

sheet is available in the gathering area on the 

counter by the coat closet. 

Celebrating the Saints 

In recent months, several of our saints had joined the church 

triumphant.  We remember and hold in our hearts the 

following members of our Faith Family:  Stanley Lovekamp, 

Rudy Zuiderveld, and Bev Henkins. 

We also recently celebrated the baptism of Case Secrist, son of 

Dustin and Emilee Secrist, and grandson of Kathy and Robert 

Trenter and the wedding of Kelsey Street and Nic Lee. 

Together we give thanks for these saints, visible and invisible 

members of the great cloud of witnesses. 

Ring the S.A. Bells!   
Faith Lutheran is scheduled to ring the bells 

and staff the Salvation Army Christmas kettles 

at Midland Farm & Home (1203 W. Morton 

Ave.) on Saturday, December 11, 1:00-7:00pm.  

Volunteers can sign up on the schedule on the 

counter by the coat closet for one-hour time 

slots, either alone or with friends or family.   

more opportunities to Show Christ’s Love  



 

 

Financial Assistants 
Dec.   5  Barb Davenport & Lisa Taylor-Horton  

Dec. 12  Naomi Hahn & Craig Miller 

Dec. 19  Karen Sibert & Larry Sweatman 

Dec. 26  Paul Hubbard & Michael Oldenettel 

Plastic Caps & Lids —  

Keep them coming! 

Your generous donations of Plastic Caps and Lids 

will help to provide benches at Faith Lutheran 

Church!  Donations continue to be gathered for 

this project in the coast closet at church. 

     Communion Assistants 

Dec.   5  Kay Schnitker 

Dec. 12  Ken Devlin 

Dec. 19  Kay Schnitker 

Dec. 24  Char Hubbard  (7pm) 

Dec. 26  Char Hubbard 
 

     Greeters 

Dec.   5  Char & Paul Hubbard 

Dec. 12  Barb Fishback 

Dec. 19  Debbie, Ethel, & Gayla 

Dec. 24  need volunteer   (7pm) 

Dec. 25  need volunteer 

Dec. 26  Char & Paul Hubbard 

 

     Readers 

Dec.   5  Sharon Woodworth 

Dec. 12  Barb Davenport 

Dec. 19  Mike Fenner 

Dec. 24  need volunteer   (7pm) 

Dec. 25  need volunteer 

Dec. 26  Doris Robinson 
 

     Ushers 

Dec.   5  Char & Paul Hubbard 

Dec. 12  need volunteer 

Dec. 19  Angie & Mike Fenner 

Dec. 24  Paul Scheerer + volunteer 

                  Christmas Eve (7pm) 

Dec. 25  need volunteer 

Dec. 26  need volunteer 

     Chancel Committee 

Dec.   5  Pat Glyshaw 

Dec. 12  Pat Glyshaw 

Dec. 19  Kris Roth 

Dec. 24  Martha Krohe (7pm) 

Dec. 25  Kim Heise 

Dec. 26  Kim Heise 
 

Acolytes!! 
 

Looking for new Acolytes, 8 years 

of age and older.  If your son or 

daughter is interested in becoming 

an acolyte, contact Jacob Smetters 

at 847-436-5471 or 

faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com. 

Worship Assistants 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 
Last year, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in the 
gathering area at the podium by the east doors;  

please make checks payable to  
Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 

 

Dec.   5  By Carol Rauen in honor of Kris Roth 
  &  Open for donation 

 

Dec. 12  Open for donation 
  &  Open for donation 
 

Dec. 19  Open for donation 
  &  Open for donation 
 

Dec. 26  By Gayla Smith in honor of her 
        baptismal birthday 
          &  By Connie & Gary Braner in memory 
        of Helen Driver’s Christmas birthday 

If you would like to help with assisting for the 9:30am worship services, please contact the church office or  

sign up in the gathering area at the podium by the east doors. 

Thank You 
Many family and friends traveled a great distance to 

share memories and help Sharon celebrate the life 

of her beloved husband Rudy Zuiderveld.  We had 

the privilege of providing a meal in honor of 

someone who touched the hearts of so many.  

Those who helped with the meal are Patty Nelson, 

Karen Sibert, Laura Sweatman, Barb Davenport, 

Linda Finkle, Lillian Korus, and Karen Dean.  

Thank you so much ladies for bringing this meal 

together.  God Bless you all.   

Diane Craig 
 

************************************************** 
 
 

Thanks to our church family for the various 
expressions of sympathy at the passing of our loved 
one, Stanley E. Lovekamp.  

Imogene Lovekamp and Carol J. Squibb 


