
 

 

year.  And all of this is giving us renewed clarity of 
mission as we respond to the grace of God flowing 
through Christ, strive to grow in our relationship with 
God and one another, and show Christ’s love in 
service to one another.   

The congregational council will be following up with 
you all soon on how you can help us achieve our 
goals, but please join me in celebrating the ways new 
growth is happening already… 

 Our worship life is vibrant as our music and 
liturgy lift us to attitudes of praise.   

 We have welcomed back over 75% of our in-
person worshiping attendance, well above the 
average of mainline protestant congregations, all 
while maintaining a strong online worshipping 
community.   

 We are welcoming visitors to worship and new 
members to our congregation as others seek to 
grow with us in our Faith Family. 

 Sunday School classes for all ages are bringing us 
together to learn and connect. 

 Our youth are meeting for Sunday School and 
confirmation classes and even contributed their 
gifts in leading a worship service last month. 

 Small groups are continuing in person and on 
zoom with new groups coming.   

These and more are signs not of crisis and anxiety, but 
innovation and new life in the Spirit, but that doesn’t 
mean we are out of the woods yet.  We will continue 
to lament certain losses and stub our toes on the 
dreaded “C” word of change, but when we are united 
in our devotion to God and our commitment to 
mission, God will give the growth! 

Thank you for your patience, support, and partnership 
along the journey, 
    Pastor Adam 

New Beginnings 
By Pastor Adam 

I attended an online conference last month for clergy 
in our synod on the topic of “Moving Into God’s 
Future,” focusing on leadership in the midst of the 
challenges posed by the pandemic.  One particularly 
insightful talk presented an organizational lifecycle 
map which charted the progression that churches can 
take from a place of crisis and confusion to stability 
and life.  The presenter told stories of how 
congregations are reacting to multiple crises of the 
pandemic, political polarization, a national 
reckoning of racism, and more which we have faced 
in the last couple of years.  Churches have been 
thrust into anxiety and confusion due to dramatic 
changes in worship, programming, and a general 
increase in isolation.  What an uplifting topic!   

But, instead of plunging into a tailspin of despair, I 
found this presentation incredibly helpful because it 
validated our experience.  We are not alone in the 
struggle of lamenting what is lost and discerning 
how to move forward!  Yes, there has been loss and 
anxiety as a result of multiple crises, but together we 
have been transitioning to a place of new growth, a 
place where innovation and creativity can thrive, a 
place where the power and presence of God’s Holy 
Spirit can breathe new life into our community and 
lead us on a new trajectory into ministry together.   

An important part of this process has been the 
congregational survey conducted over the summer.  
Your feedback has been received and is guiding 
many, many conversations I’ve been having with 
you individually and on our congregational council.  
Specific areas of focus have been highlighted as 
ways to improve our life together, from the 
organization of our staffing to the ways we gather.  
Priorities of ministry are being identified to give us 
specific and achievable goals as we head into a new 
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“I Love to Tell the Story” 
In September we embarked on a new journey together through the Narrative Lectionary, a set of readings that 

tells the story of salvation from Genesis to Revelation.  We began with creation at the very beginning and have 

been following God’s blessing through the family of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  This month the story continues 

with Moses, the Israelites in the wilderness, and the kings.  Join us for worship as we rediscover these stories and 

then go and tell it to others, inviting them to join us in our mission and life together at Faith. 

October   3 - “God’s Name Is Revealed” - Exodus 2:23-25; 3:1-15; 4:10-17 and John 8:58 
October 10 - “God Provides Manna” - Exodus 16:1-18, and John 6:51 
October 17 - “God Calls Samuel” - 1 Samuel 3:1-21, and John 20:21-23 
October 24 - “God Calls David” - 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 51:10-14, and John 7:24 
October 31 - “Solomon’s Temple” - 1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13, and John 2:19-21 

Sunday Evening Worship - Pet Blessing, October 3, 6:00 p.m. 

We are no longer offering Sunday evening worship every week, but will offer it the first Sunday of each month.  
On October 3 at 6:00 p.m., join us for an outdoor service and Pet Blessing.  Bring you pets or stuffed animals to 
this special service as we give thanks to God for these important members of our families and recommit our care 
for God’s creation.  Please keep dogs on leash and cats in crates.  Masks are not required, and there will be treats 
for all creatures great and small. 

Our Worship Life Together 
Worship continues to be a focus for our life together as we gradually emerge from the isolation of these last 

18 months.  A new worship planning team including our music staff, pastor, and creative input from others, 

strives to plan vibrant and meaningful blended worship while our Parish Worship Committee and 

congregational council are reflecting on survey feedback to discern how best to structure our worship in the 

future.  While blended worship will not fulfill everyone’s desire, we are committed to focusing on the 

purposes of why we worship in the first place.  Thank you for your understanding and patience as we 

continue to faithfully find our way forward as a Faith Family. 

Youth Sunday 

Many thanks to our youth who helped lead worship on Sunday, September 

26!  It was a blessing for all to have them use their gifts in this way. 



 

 

Grade School  

Pre-K through 5th graders are invited to join Jacob and 
Lisa for music, story time, arts and crafts, and snacks.  
Students also get to know aspects of worship with the 
help of characters from an engaging video series from 
Augsburg Fortress.  If you would like to help, contact 
Lisa Horton at lhorton@jsd117.org or Jacob Smetters 
at faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com. 

Adults 

Following worship, grab a cup of coffee and then return to the sanctuary for a discussion led by Pastor Adam as 
we look at the day’s reading and use our “Dwelling in the Word” questions: What do you notice?  What makes 
you wonder?  What do you feel God calling you to do? 

Youth  

6th grade through High School are invited 
to the basement with Karen Dichsen and 
Drew and Maria Snodgrass for some 
time with the “Faith 5,” a process of 
sharing highs and lows, reading a Bible 
verse, discussing applications for today, 
praying together, and blessing one 
another.  If you would like to help lead 
or provide some breakfast treats, contact 
Karen at KarenDichsen@yahoo.com. 

Sunday School for All Ages Resumes 

Confirmation 

Our middle and high school confirmation class is starting up again and will meet two Sunday evenings each month 

from 5:30-7:30pm.  Our time will include a meal together, fun and fellowship, and instruction.  This fall we will be 

focusing on the stories of the Old Testament that parallel our narrative lectionary readings from worship.   



 

 

Dwelling in the Word  
Hop on Zoom on Mondays at noon for this engaging and insightful discussion.  Led by Glen VanderKloot, we 
read the scripture reading for the upcoming Sunday and reflect on three questions: What do you notice?  What 
makes you wonder?  What do you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to do?  This is a great way to dig into God’s 
Word, connect with others near and far, and consider how God’s Word can be at work in your life. 

New in October - Discipleship Group 

Beginning in October we are offering a new Discipleship Group 
with a focus on deepening relationships with God and one 
another.  Led by Sharon Zuiderveld, this group will meet once a 
month and use a Women of the ELCA study, “The gift of the 
Spirit: A divine wild goose chase.”  This study aims to deepen our 
understanding of the Holy Spirit’s actions in Scripture and in our 
lives while drawing connections between the Holy Spirit and a 
goose instead of a dove.  Join us on Tuesday, October 19 at 
10:00 a.m. for our first session.   

Dive into God’s Word with Others at Faith 

Wednesday Book Study at Faith 

Join us in a provocative read of “What’s the Least I 
can Believe and Still Be a Christian? A Guide to what 
Matters Most.”  We will explore ten things Christians 
don’t need to believe and ten things we do.  Join us on 
Wednesdays at 1:00 in the Faith library beginning 
October 13.   

Tuesday Night Book Study on Zoom 

Discover the daring faith you are called to live out as we explore the daring 
faith of Jesus in the Gospel of John.  As we find out in this gospel, daring faith 
will cost your life, but along with the risk comes the great reward of being 
children of God.  Join us on Tuesday nights at 6:00 p.m. on zoom.   

Thanks to our children and the generous support of  

others for our God’s Work, Our Hands Bake Sale! 



 

 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

From the  Administrator’s Report:  we served 45 families for 

food orders, a total of 94 people, at a cost of $4,322.24.  We 

served 257 families for extra bakery, a total of 532 people, at a 

cost of $4,116.75.  (The Food Center has daily giveaways of 

free produce and bakery items for Morgan County residents.) 

The churches contributed $615.25 in money and $666.25 in 

food donations. 

The Food Center donated bacon, chicken, cereal, chips, and 

buns to the Winchester Kiwanis Food Pantry serving 24 

families and 57 people.  4 boxes of bread and 8 boxes of buns 

were donated to the Ladies of Charity Thrift Store in Quincy.  

2 boxes of buns were donated to the Spirit of Faith Soup 

Kitchen. 

In August, Faith Lutheran Church donated $190 to the 

Jacksonville Food Center. 

Jacksonville Area Conference of Churches 

The Jacksonville Area Conference of Churches is 

collecting supplies needed by In His Service for missions 

support through October.  Items needed are: 

Personal Hygiene Items such as deodorant, bar or 

liquid soap, shampoo, toothpaste/toothbrushes, and 

any type of feminine products.   

Baby Items such as disposable diapers, baby 

powder/lotion, powdered baby formula, baby 

bottles/nipples. 

School Supplies such as pens/pencils, 

crayons/markers, notebooks, scissors, backpacks. 

Medicinal Items such as hand sanitizer, Vaseline, 

aspirin, antibiotic/anti-itch ointments, alcohol wipes. 

Please put your items in the Blue Box in the Mission 

and Ministry Center/coat closet, and Thank You for 

helping to make a difference!      Pat Glyshaw 

Join us for a safe Trunk-or-Treat with Central Christian Church 

Decorate your trunk or put on a costume and join us for a safe Halloween opportunity.  We will meet in the 

parking lot behind Central Christian and the Masonic Lodge from 4:00-6:00.  Show up early to set up your trunk!  

If you would like to support this event and not attend, bring your candy donations to church to be handed out.   

Music Ministries 
Sing and Ring a new song unto the Lord! 

     It is that time again!!!  Chancel Choir is meeting 

on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm.  We will be 

singing some familiar tunes along with some new 

ones. 

     Exaltation Ringers will meet at 11:00am on 

Sunday mornings after the adult Bible class. 

     Please consider singing or ringing with us — we 

want to grow our Faith Choirs and cannot do it 

without you!! 

     Questions?  Contact Jacob Smetters 

(faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com) or Jean Welch 

(jrwelch53@msn.com).  ♫ 

A Point to Ponder — Taking a leap …… 

Recently we traveled to the Fraser Valley YMCA of the Rockies 

and watched some teenagers try the zip line.  Each one gleefully 

leaped off the platform and then turned upside down.  Oh my.  

We were next.   

One by one (Dennis first because he’s braver) we climbed up a 

35’ aluminum extension ladder.  Although the ladder was well 

secured to a platform, and we were tethered with a cable as we 

made our ascent, looking down was a bad idea.   When we made 

it to the high platform, our cables were transferred.  The 

instructor cautioned me to take some deep breaths and calm 

myself ☺) before he connected me to the zipline.  Then he 

counseled me:  you’re holding the handle very tightly.  You think 

that you can hold yourself up that way, but you can’t.  The best 

way to jump is to assume a slight squatting position, step off, and 

then you will feel the straps of the harness holding you.  Boy, was 

that first step a doozie!  Dennis went calmly, but I have to admit 

that I screamed.  But then I felt the harness holding me securely 

so that I could appreciate the beauty of the landscape and enjoy 

the ride over the treetops.  We made it. and we even did it again!  

Dennis reminded me that we face a variety of challenges in life 

which may require great leaps of faith.  When we face such a 

challenge, though, we must remember that we are not alone. Our 

God is cradling us in God’s strong and caring arms — wherever 

that leap takes us.  Thanks be to God.          Elaine Chapman 

Coming Soon for the  

                Women of  Faith! 
Women of Faith:  keep an eye out for some 

upcoming opportunities for service, fellowship, and 

growing in faith together beginning this fall!  If you’re 

interested in helping coordinate any women’s ministry 

activities at Faith, please contact Monica Proefrock at 

217-737-0475 or monica.proefrock@gmail.com. 



 

 

Financial Assistants 
Oct.   3  Naomi Hahn & Craig Miller 

Oct. 10  Lisa Taylor-Horton & Mike Oldenettel 

Oct. 17  Barb Davenport & Paul Hubbard 

Oct. 24  Barb Davenport & Karen Sibert  

Oct. 31  Barb Davenport & Larry Sweatman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Pastures Campground sponsors a wealth of 
camps throughout the year.  These camps focus on 
Christian youth development and developing a real 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our staff are hand-
picked from the community for the Christ-like examples 
they set.  Prices vary.  Scholarships are available for all 
camps. 
 

W E E K E N D  R E T R E A T S  
Overnight camper reunions where the focus is on 
developing your relationship with Christ, renewing 
your relationship with summer camp friends, and 
further development as a follower of Christ during 
the school year. 

http://www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org/info 

     Communion Assistants 

Oct.   3  Karen Sibert 

Oct. 10  need volunteer 

Oct. 17  Ken Devlin 

Oct. 24  Kay Schnitker 

Oct. 31  Greg Kimler 
 

     Greeters 

Oct.   3  Lillian Korous 

Oct. 10  Lillian Korous 

Oct. 17  Char Hubbard 

Oct. 24  Doris Robinson 

Oct. 31  Doris Robinson 

Readers 

Oct.   3  Barb Davenport 

Oct. 10  Kelly Hartz 

Oct. 17  Mike Fenner 

Oct. 24  Sharon Woodworth 

Oct. 31  need volunteer 
 

     Ushers 

Oct.   3  need volunteer 

Oct. 10  need volunteer 

Oct. 17  Angie & Mike Fenner 

Oct. 24  need volunteer 

Oct. 31  need volunteer 

If you would like to help  

with assisting for the 9:30am worship 

services, please contact the church 

office or sign up in the gathering 

area at the podium by the east doors. 
 

Acolytes!! 
 

Looking for new Acolytes, 8 years 

of age and older.  If your son or 

daughter is interested in becoming 

an acolyte, contact Jacob Smetters 

at 847-436-5471 or 

faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com. 

Worship Assistants 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 
Last year, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) or sign up in 
the gathering area at the podium by the east doors;  

please make checks payable to  
Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 

 

Oct.   3  Open for donation 
         &  Open for donation 

 

Oct. 10  By Carol Rauen in celebration of 
               Chuck & Patsy Heacox’s 59th  
               wedding anniversary on October 9 
         &  By Connie & Gary Braner in memory  
               of Ila Mae Downs’ birthday 

 

Oct. 17  By the Roth family in celebration of 
                Elliot’s 2nd birthday on October 18 
         &  By Pat Glyshaw in celebration of 
                Brian & Jess’ wedding anniversary on 
                October 20 

 

Oct. 24  By the Roth family in celebration of 
                Lily’s 4th birthday on October 25 
          &  Open for donation 

 

Oct. 31  By the Dichsen family in celebration 
        of Karen’s birthday on October 30 
          &  Open for donation 
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