
 

 

many of Renee’s responsibilities, instantly changed 
and have been challenged in so many ways.  The 
landscape has changed for us all, and our Faith 
Family is just now beginning to grapple with what the 
“new normal” will look like.  Part of this new normal 
includes moving forward without a Parish Life 
Coordinator as Renee submitted her letter of 
resignation this past spring.  She will return to the 
Jacksonville Public Schools and work at the High 
School beginning this fall.  While we will miss her 
and the many contributions she has made to our 
ministry, we celebrate this new opportunity for her 
and her family!  Renee’s final day will be August 12, 
and while she prefers not to have a public 
recognition and reception, I invite you to show her 
your appreciation.  Cards can be sent to her home or 
gathered at Faith to give to her on her final day.  
Please send them or bring them to church by 
Wednesday, August 11.  

Moving forward, the church council will take time to 
review the feedback from our congregational surveys 
and consider future needs for ministry before 
deciding to make any staffing additions or changes.  
Your input will be so very helpful in this process by 
completing a questionnaire and sharing your ideas.  

Thank you, Renee, for your partnership in ministry 
with us all!  And thank you all for your partnership in 
ministry as we continue to live out God’s mission!   

God bless, 
Pastor Adam 

Giving Thanks for our Parish 
Life Coordinator, Renee Leifheit 
By Pastor Adam 

In 2014, our Faith Family took a step together in 
faith as we created a new staff position, our “Parish 
Life Coordinator.”  As such, this person would 
support and lead us in our mission of flowing, 
growing, and showing by coordinating the ways we 
empower and encourage all to live each day in the 
grace of God that flows freely from the font, 
coordinate the ways we grow in faith through 
education and service, and coordinate the ways we 
show the good news of Jesus Christ through our 
actions.  Then, with a recommendation from the 
Long Range Planning Committee to establish a five-
year plan to grow this position and our ministry 
together, we were ready to move forward. 

That summer Renee Leifheit was hired for this 
position, bringing an abundance of experience and 
ability from her many years serving at Faith, her role 
as an elementary school teacher, and her Masters in 
educational leadership.  Over the years, her role has 
changed as she experimented with new ways to 
engage our community, discovered an abundance of 
ministry opportunities with our retired folks, and 
encouraged others in the congregation to use their 
gifts in ministry.  We all learned new ways of 
flowing, growing, and showing, as each of us was 
touched by Renee’s compassionate care and work 
among us.  

In 2020, it was time to conduct our five-year review 
of the position, but you all know what else 
happened that year… Covid!  Our ministry, and 
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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 



 

  

Faith Sunday School is making a Return! 

We are so excited to bring Sunday School back to Faith Lutheran 
Church. We welcome all kids pre-kindergarten through 5th grade.  
We will have story time, arts and crafts, music, and snack time. 
 

We are looking for a few helpers and volunteers to assist with 
some of our little youths.  If you are interested in helping, 
contact Lisa Horton at lhorton@jsd117.org or Jacob Smetters at 
faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com. 
 

Want to help, but don’t know how?  We are looking for supplies 
for our wonderful Sunday School Program.  We have created a 
“Back to Sunday School” list. 
 

Box of 24 Crayons, Box of 12 Markers, Glue Sticks 
Box of Colored Pencils, Box of Pencils, Scissors  

Elmer’s Glue 
 

Rally Sunday – September 5th 
 

Join us as we kick off Sunday School! 

We will have a “Blessing of the Backpacks” during worship, 
recognize all of our wonderful teachers, school staff, parents, 
and all the Faith Family that help guide our youth.  Following 
the 9:30 Service, we will have our 1st day of Sunday School at 

Faith Lutheran Church!!! 

Confirmation and Youth  

We will be starting up our confirmation and 

youth gatherings for the fall on Sunday, 

September 19.  If you have a middle school 

or high school student, they are welcome (and 

you are, too!).  We will meet at 4:30 for some 

fun and activities as we make plans for the 

future.   

Worshiping Together 

While covid considerations across the country change daily, our 

policy continues at this time.  We ask those who are not vaccinated 

(including children over the age of 2) to wear a mask while indoors, 

and masks are optional for those who are vaccinated.  Thank you 

all so much for following these guidelines as we are “honest in our 

actions, trusting in speech, and love everyone!”   

Adult Sunday School - 
continuing the conversation 
Do the readings of the day ever leave you 
wondering more?  Does the sermon raise 
questions you’d like to discuss?  Join us in the 
sanctuary after worship beginning on 
September 12 to continue the conversation.  
We will meet for about 30 minutes and 
follow a similar format from Dwelling in the 

Word as we reflect on the readings and 
sermon by asking, “What did you notice?  
What makes you wonder?  What do you feel 
God calling you to do?”   

Faith Formation Opportunities at Faith 

Congregational Survey: Add Your Voice to the Mix 

There is still time for you to participate in the Faith Survey if you have not already done so.  We are grateful to 

those who have contributed at this point.  You have shared many thoughtful and interesting ideas that could 

enliven our worship, open our doors, and expand our reach.  It is exciting to look forward to how we can do 

God’s work together! 

Karen Dean plans to provide a report shortly after Labor Day.  To accomplish this, she hopes to have survey 

responses and/or interviews completed by Wednesday, August 18.  Please complete a hard copy of the survey 

(available at church), an electronic copy (see email from the church office), or call Karen at 217-243-7865 to set up 

a time to talk.  In general, we are asking you to think about our strengths, challenges, concerns, and opportunities.  

We are also collecting information about staffing and job descriptions for those positions.  No names will be 

connected to the suggestions made. 

Your voice is important to our future.  Please take the time to be a part of this important project. 



 

 

Summer Sunday Evening  

BBQ and Worship 
July brought another great meal and time for worship!  Many thanks to 

Devon Lehmkuhl for grilling the smash burgers and to Martha Krohe 

and Barb Davenport for the delicious sides and desserts.  Due to the 

heat, we ate in the Great Room and then just stayed there for 

worship… and what fun to worship again in Faith’s original sanctuary!  

It was a great space for people of all ages, and we will 

plan to do it again this month on August 22 with the 

meal at 5:00 and worship at 6:00.  The meal will be a 

German theme with brats, potato salad, sauerkraut, and 

even some home-made lebkuchen dessert!  We will 

continue to offer our 

evening worship at 

6:00 on the other 

Sundays in August.   

     Communion Assistants 

Aug.  1  Kay Schnitker 

Aug.  8  Char Hubbard 

Aug. 15  Karen Sibert 

Aug. 22  Greg Kimler 

Aug. 29  Kay Schnitker 
 

     Greeters 

Aug.  1  Larry Kuster 

Aug.  8  Barb Fishback 

Aug. 15  need volunteer 

Aug. 22  Doris Robinson 

Aug. 29  need volunteer 

 

     Readers 

Aug.  1  John Williams 

Aug.  8  Carol VanderKloot 

Aug. 15  Carol Kilver 

Aug. 22  Terri Kimler 

Aug. 29  Barb Davenport 
 

     Ushers 

Aug.  1  Barb Davenport 

Aug.  8  Char & Paul Hubbard 

Aug. 15  need volunteers 

Aug. 22  need volunteers 

Aug. 29  need volunteers 

 

New Acolytes!! 
 

Looking for new Acolytes, 8 years of 

age and older.  If your son or 

daughter is interested in becoming 

an acolyte, contact Jacob Smetters at 

847-436-5471 or 

faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com. 
 

If you would like to help  

with assisting for the 9:30am worship 

services, please contact the church 

office and let us know what you’d like 

to do.

(faithlutheran62650@frontier.com)  

Worship Assistants 

Children leading the way for “God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday” 

Every year, the ELCA invites its congregations to engage in service 

together across the country on one Sunday called “God’s Work, Our 

Hands Sunday.”  This year the youth are leading the way by whipping up 

some delicious treats for a bake sale.  Proceeds from the bake sale will go 

to our own “Share the Light” fund that helps people in our congregation 

and community.  Visit the bake sale booth in the gathering area before 

and after both worship services on Sunday, September 12.  Come 

support our kids as they so willingly offer their hands to do God’s work! 



 

 

Fair Trade Store at Faith 

New Fair Trade items are in!  From coffee to tea to 

chocolate bars, we have something for you.  Come see our 

display at the counter by the 

Mission and Ministry Center. 

Items for sale include: 

Coffee 

• “Bright Day Brew”  

 medium roast 

• “French Roast Decaf” dark 

• “Mind, Body, and Soul” mellow and smooth 

• “Breakfast Blend” creamy and balanced 

• “Organic Decaf” medium 
 

Tea 

• English Breakfast (regular and decaf) 

• Earl Grey 
 

And back by popular demand… CHOCOLATE!!! 

• Milk Chocolate 

• Dark Chocolate, Almond and Sea Salt 

• Chocolate Orange 

• Dark Chocolate, Caramel Crunch with Sea Salt 
 

Hot Chocolate — Dark 

Movie Night and Potluck - “The Shack” 

Come join us for a potluck and a movie in the Great Room on Friday, September 10, 

at 6:00 p.m.  We will be watching “The Shack,” a story about a father who experiences 

devastating loss, but is invited to a weekend away with the Holy Trinity to learn how to 

live in God’s love.  It powerfully challenges our preconceived notions of God and gives 

encouragement in our struggles.  Bring a dish to share if you can (but not necessary).  

We will eat at 6:00 and start the movie at 6:30.   

A Point to Ponder 
by Elaine Chapman 

Love is the Way 
 

In his book Love is the Way, Bishop Michael Curry, the 

Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, asks the 

question:  How do we hold on to hope in troubling 

times? Bishop Curry interweaves his intriguing personal 

story with Bible passages, classic hymn lyrics, and words 

from thoughtful people like Robert Kennedy, 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr., John McCain, and William Wilberforce.  It is a joy 

to read and very accessible to all readers. 

Let me share just one story.  When Rev. Curry was the 

pastor at St. James Episcopal Church in urban 

Baltimore, a group of people from Christian, Jewish, 

and Islamic backgrounds participated in a study of the 

book of Genesis.  One elderly woman, Eva, told her 

story of surviving the Holocaust.  When she raised her 

hand to gesture, her sleeve dropped a bit, and her 

concentration camp number tattoo was exposed.  Her 

captors had viewed her as an object, not a person.  This 

moment led Curry to connect her story with the 

writings of Martin Buber, a Jewish rabbi and 

philosopher.  Buber wrote about two ways to relate to 

our world:  I-It and I-Thou.  If you view the other as an 

object (It), you make yourself the Supreme Being 

(God), which you are not.  In the I-Thou position, you 

are recognizing the other as a child of God, “a human 

being whose truth can only be known in relationship. 

You can’t own a Thou.  You can’t stereotype a Thou. 

You can’t ignore a Thou.  You can’t throw a Thou 

away.”* 

Even when we have serious disagreements with one 

another, we must remember that each of us is a child of 

God.  A Thou.  *New York: Avery Publishing, 2020, p. 143 



 

 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

    During a call to Melissa at the Food Center, I interrupted 
her in the midst of lots of noise and bustle.  She reviewed 
the policies that are part of the on-going activities of the 
Center.  Boxes of food are provided two times per month 
for those in need.  Fresh produce and bakery items are 
provided one time per week.  I could hear lots of activity in 
the background, and she said they were crazy busy that day. 

    Please consider a donation to the Jacksonville Food 
Center.  There are many persons and families who need 
help with obtaining just the basics for eliminating hunger. 

June cash donations from Faith Lutheran Church were 
$100. 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 
Last year, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com),  
and send your check made out to  

Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 
 

Aug.   1  By the Roth family in celebration  
          of Sam’s birthday on August 3 
          &  Open for donation 

 

Aug.   8  By Carol Rauen in memory of 
              Roger Hadley 
          &  Open for donation 

 

Aug. 15  Open for donation 
          &  Open for donation 

 

Aug. 22  Open for donation 
          &  Open for donation 

 

Aug. 29  Open for donation 
          &  Open for donation 

Financial Assistants 
Aug.   1  Barb Davenport & Mike Oldenettel 

Aug.   8  Barb Davenport & Paul Hubbard 

Aug. 15  Naomi Hahn & Craig Miller 

Aug. 22  Karen Sibert & Lisa Taylor-Horton 

Aug. 29  Karen Sibert & Larry Sweatman 

Summer Musicians 
Singers and Ringers will still be offering music 
throughout the summer.  Contact Jacob 
Smetters if you are interested. 

(faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com) 

Space to Share 

We have had an influx of organizations wanting to use our 

building space for meetings and activities.  What a joy to 

welcome our community into our facility!  If you or someone 

you know is looking for a space to meet, consider having 

your event at Faith.  Contact the church office for a building 

use permit and for scheduling. 

Celebrating the Saints 

In early July, we shared in grief for the 

death of Tom Stevens, husband of Eleanor, 

and father of Amy Stevens-Kaufmann. 

We also recently celebrated the baptism of 

Adelynn Jean Street, daughter of Cole and 

Megan Street, and granddaughter of Kelly 

and Melissa Street.   

 

Together we give thanks 

for these saints, visible 

and invisible members 

of the great cloud of 

witnesses. 

Soup, Salad, & Dessert Luncheon — Carry Out Style 

We are planning to revive the Soup, Salad, & Dessert Luncheon this year on Columbus Day (Monday, October 

11), but this year it will be Carry Out Style.  We would like to offer the usual Bake and Craft Sales for people to 

browse before taking their meal home.  We are just in the beginning planning stages … please let us know if you 

are willing to help and if you have ideas for how to make this new style run smoothly. 

Contact Barb Davenport (217-473-9559), Terri Kimler (217-473-5787), Kris Roth (217-320-1692), or Karen Sibert 

(217-370-9935). 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Pastures Campground sponsors a wealth of 
camps throughout the year.  These camps focus on 
Christian youth development and developing a real 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our staff are hand-
picked from the community for the Christ-like examples 
they set.  Prices vary.  Scholarships are available for all 
camps. 
 

W E E K E N D  R E T R E A T S  
Overnight camper reunions where the focus is on 
developing your relationship with Christ, renewing 
your relationship with summer camp friends, and 
further development as a follower of Christ during 
the school year. 

http://www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org/info 
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