
 

 

summer to gather information from all those who want 

to offer it.  She will seek out your thoughts about what 

you see as our worship, programmatic, and staffing 

strengths, concerns, and opportunities for the future.  

She will make available an open-ended survey that you 

can complete.  If filling out a survey doesn’t “float your 

boat,” she will happily interview you in person, via 

zoom, or by telephone.  And you may leave your survey 

unsigned and/or request that confidentiality be 

respected.  I have asked her to gather and compile this 

information and submit a report 

in September for use by Council, 

the congregation as a whole, our 

committees, and me as we set our 

ministry priorities and update 

staff job descriptions.   

I’m reminded again of the 

children’s song I learned in 

Sunday school… “the church is 

not a building, the church is not a 

steeple, the church is not a 

meeting place, the church is the 

people.”  As the church, your participation and input is 

vital for the strength of our ministry today and our 

vision for the future.  Every member matters as each of 

us is part of the Body of Christ.  Please accept this 

invitation to participate in this process.  Please look for 

the survey through email and print.  Please contact the 

church office or Karen Dean directly if you would like 

to schedule a time to share.  And please join me in 

singing (out loud or in your head) the refrain to that 

beloved children’s song… “I am the church, you are 

the church, we are the church together.  All who follow 

Jesus, all around the world, yes, we’re the church 

together!” 

Moving Forward... 
By Pastor Adam 

The past year has brought many changes, so many 

that we may have not paused long enough to consider 

their impact on our lives together.  The pandemic is 

not yet over, but we are learning well how to engage 

again with one another safely in worship and ministry.  

With such a high percentage of people vaccinated and 

the willingness to follow mask-wearing policies, we 

can once again gather 

together at full capacity and 

without rigorous attention to 

social distancing.  The 

Morgan County Public 

Health Department now 

reports only a handful of 

active COVID-19 cases, and 

county deaths are not 

increasing… praise God! 

I believe it is necessary for us 

to use this time to evaluate 

what we have learned during this period and 

determine how we want to move forward.  We often 

said that it was important that we not reemerge from 

the pandemic’s limitations only to return to “normal.”  

Away from that “normal,” I hope we have had the 

opportunity to consider how we might follow Jesus 

more closely and renew our commitment to love our 

Lord and to love our neighbors.  How do we emerge 

stronger, better, and ready to use the gifts we have 

been given to meet the needs of our congregation, our 

community, and the world? 

To answer this question, we need your help!  I have 

asked Karen Dean to use the remainder of the 
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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 



 

  

Children's Sunday School is 
returning to Faith 

Join us for this exciting time starting in September!  
Kids in Pre-K through 5th grade will learn Bible stories, 
how God shows us His love, and how we can show that 
love in our lives.  There will be time for music, crafts, 
lessons, and snacks each Sunday after the 9:30am 
worship.   
 

Interested in helping?  Contact Jacob Smetters or Lisa 
Taylor-Horton, or the Church office. 
 

Lisa:  lhorton@jsd117.org 
Jacob:  faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com 
Office:  faithlutheran62650@frontier.com  

Graduates 

Margaret (Maggie) Doss transferred to Millikin University (Decatur, IL), after MacMurray College closed, to 
complete her final year of undergraduate college.  She got a B.S. in Biology with a cellular and molecular focus.  
Now, Maggie is a Medical Laboratory Scientist at Memorial Hospital in Springfield, IL. 
 

Kassidy Neeley graduated from SIU-Edwardsville last December with a BS in Psychology.  She will be going to 
St. Louis University in the Fall to get her masters in Applied Behavioral Analysis and continue to work with 
children with autism. 
 

Brock Neeley graduated from Jacksonville High School in May.  He will be going to Lincoln Land in the Fall and 
would like to earn a degree to work in cyber security. 

Confirmation and Youth 

We are putting ideas together for confirmation and youth 

activities for our middle and high schoolers to begin 

around September 12 after Labor Day.  Let us know if 

you would like to help in the planning or if you know of 

any youth who would like to participate.   

Digital Storytelling Grant Received 

This last year we learned how powerful it is to 

connect with others online through social media.  

To help strengthen this virtual ministry, in June we 

were awarded a $4,000 grant from the Tracy Family 

Foundation for digital storytelling.  The money can 

be used for the planning and production of short 

videos about our mission and vision that can be 

used in worship and social media.  If you would 

like to learn more or participate in this process, 

please contact the church office. 

Worship News 

Our summer worship schedule continues with a blended service at 

9:30 a.m. both in-person and online and a Sunday evening blended 

service at 6:00 p.m.  The evening service has been outdoors, but as 

you can see on the opposite page, having it indoors has been a great 

option, too!  We continue to ask those who are not vaccinated 

(including children over the age of 2) to wear a mask while indoors, 

and masks are optional for those who are vaccinated.  Thank you all 

so much for following these guidelines as we are “honest in our 

actions, trusting in speech, and love everyone!”   

Parish Life Coordinator 

Change 

In May our Church Council received a letter of 
resignation from Renee Leifheit, our Parish Life 
Coordinator.  We have been blessed by her gifts 
for the last seven years, and she will be taking her 
gifts to the Jacksonville High School as she works 
with students with special needs.  Please share 
your appreciation, and stay tuned for details on 
how we will be celebrating her together. 



 

  

Summer Sunday Evening  

BBQ and Worship 
We had a delicious meal and rich time of worship on June 27!  

Many thanks to the Krohe and Holmes families for cooking 

the pork, sides, and desserts.  Due to the heat, we ate in the 

Great Room and then just stayed there for worship… and 

what fun to worship again in Faith’s original sanctuary!  It was 

a great space for people of all ages.  We will continue to have 

Sunday Evening Worship throughout the summer at 6:00 p.m. 

and will have another cookout before the service at 5:00 

p.m. on Sunday, July 18.  Please plan to join us and bring a 

friend. 

     Communion Assistants 

July  4  Karen Sibert 

July 11  Kay Schnitker 

July 18  Greg Kimler 

July 25  Ken Devlin 
 

     Greeters 

July  4  need volunteer 

July 11  Lillian Korous 

July 18  Doris Robinson 

July 25  need volunteer 

 

     Readers 

July  4  Barb Davenport 

July 11  Nichole Licht 

July 18  Terri Kimler 

July 25  Larry Kuster 
 

     Ushers 

July  4  Barb Davenport 

                & Larry Kuster 

July 11  Char & Paul Hubbard 

July 18  Larry Kuster 

July 25  Doris Robinson 

If you would like to help  

with assisting for the  

9:30am worship services,  

please contact the church office 

(faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) 

and let us know  

what you’d like to do.   
 

Volunteers are needed for each task 

during the month of August  

and beyond.  
 

We are the church together! 

Worship Assistants 



 

 

Dwelling in the Word  
For the past 14 months, Dwelling in the Word on Mondays has been a staple in the diet of 

its participants.  They will cease to meet for the remainder of the summer and return again 

in the fall.  Stay tuned for more information, and please consider joining the group!    

Fair Trade Store at Faith 

New Fair Trade items are in!  From coffee to tea to 

chocolate bars, we have something for you.  Come see our 

display at the counter by the 

Mission and Ministry Center. 

Items for sale include: 

Coffee 

• “Bright Day Brew”  

 medium roast 

• “French Roast Decaf” dark 

• “Mind, Body, and Soul” mellow and smooth 

• “Breakfast Blend” creamy and balanced 

• “Organic Decaf” medium 
 

Tea 

• English Breakfast (regular and decaf) 

• Earl Grey 
 

And back by popular demand… CHOCOLATE!!! 

• Milk Chocolate 

• Dark Chocolate, Almond and Sea Salt 

• Chocolate Orange 

• Dark Chocolate, Caramel Crunch with Sea Salt 

Book Group - “The Shack” 

Our book group continues to read through “The Shack,” but summer schedules have 

left them meeting less frequently.  They plan to finish the book in August and then have 

a viewing and discussion of the movie for all.  You are still welcome to join us!  Contact 

Pastor Adam for the meeting and reading schedule.   

A Point to Ponder 

A Morning Prayer* 
 

Creator Spirit, who forever hovers over the lands and 

waters of earth, enriching them with forms and 

colors that no human skill can copy, give me today 

the mind and heart to rejoice in your creation.  

     Forbid that I should walk through your beautiful 

world with unseeing eyes; 

     Forbid that the attractions of the city and its 

shops should ever steal my heart away from the love 

of open fields and green trees;  

     Forbid that under the low ceiling of office or 

classroom or workshop or study I should ever forget 

your great overarching sky; 

     Forbid that when all your creatures greet the 

morning with songs and shouts of joy, I alone should 

wear a grumpy and sullen face;  

     Let the energy and vigor which in your wisdom 

you have infused into every living thing stir within my 

being today, so that I may not be a lazy or mindless 

bystander among your creatures;  

     And above all give me grace to use these beauties 

of earth around me and this eager stirring of life 

within me to lift my soul from creature to Creator, 

and from nature to nature’s God... 

     Grant me today a kind and gentle heart toward all 

things that live ...  Help me to be actively concerned 

for the welfare of little children, and those who are 

sick, and of the poor, remembering that what I do for 

the least of these brothers and sisters of His, I do for 

Jesus Christ my Lord.  Amen 
 

*A Diary of Private Prayer, by John Baillie. 

Updated and Revised by Susanna Wright.  

New York: Scribner, 2014, page 119. 



 

 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

The Food Center is busy, as always.  Melissa reports that 
usage is up and donations have been good.  Even with all 
the street construction on State Street, activity remained at 
a busy pace.      
 

Faith donations of food for May totaled $30.   
Cash donations for May were $340. 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 

In October, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com),  
and send your check made out to  

Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 
 

July   4  By Carol Rauen in loving memory  
              of John Rauen 
          &  Open for donation 

 

July 11  By the Roth family in celebration  
          of Drew & Maria Snodgrass’ 9th 
             wedding anniversary on July 8 
          &  Open for donation 

 

July 18  Open for donation 
          &  Open for donation 

 

July 25  Open for donation 
          &  Open for donation 

Financial Assistants 
July   4  Karen Sibert & Larry Sweatman 

July 11  Barb Davenport & Paul Hubbard 

July 18  Naomi Hahn & Lisa Taylor-Horton 

July 25  Craig Miller & Mike Oldenettel 

Summer Musicians 
Many thanks to all who shared their musical gifts through 
the last choir season.  It was quite a different year, but 
Covid could not keep us from singing!  Thank you to 
Jacob Smetters and Jean Welch for all of your creativity 
and determination to help see us through.  Singers and 
ringers will still be offering music through the summer.  
Contact Jacob Smetters if you are interested.   

Midweek Evening Prayer on Summer Break 
The pandemic gave us a great opportunity to explore worshiping together online as a way to continue to 

nurture our connections to God and one another.  We discovered what a joy it is to participate in this new 

understanding of community, especially through the week.  Our Midweek Evening Prayer has been a staple for 

the last 14 months and will take a summer break through July and August.  Many thanks to Jean Welch, Jacob 

Smetters, Pastor Adam, and all of our other singers and musicians who have given us these wonderful 

opportunities for worship.   

Space to Share 

We have had an influx of organizations wanting to use our 

building space for meetings and activities.  What a joy to 

welcome our community into our facility!  If you or someone 

you know is looking for a space to meet, consider having 

your event at Faith.  Contact the church office for a building 

use permit and for scheduling. 

Memorial Service for  

Pat Burnette 
Pat Burnette died in May of 2020, just two 

months after her husband, Rand.  Due to the 

pandemic, we were not able to gather as a 

Faith Family to grieve her death and celebrate 

the life-giving love of God.  Now, over  a year 

later, we will have a memorial service for Pat 

on Saturday, July 17 (visitation at 10am; 

service at 11am; luncheon to follow).  Please 

come and share our sympathy for both Rand 

and Pat as we surround their children and 

family with love and support.   



 

 

From our Parish Life Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Pastures Campground sponsors a wealth of camps 
throughout the year.  These camps focus on Christian 
youth development and developing a real relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  Our staff are hand-picked from the 
community for the Christ-like examples they set.  Prices 
vary.  Scholarships are available for all camps. 
 
 

F I R E  I N  O U R  H E A R T S  C A M P  
J U L Y  1 2 - 1 4  
$ 7 5  —  S C H O L A R S H I P S  A V A I L A B L E  
 

Five fun-filled days for youth utilizing recreation, small 
groups, worship, teaching, and ministry times to share 
the love of Jesus.  The focus is on developing your 
relationship with Christ and other Christians. 
 

W E E K E N D  R E T R E A T S  
Overnight camper reunions where the focus is on 
developing your relationship with Christ, renewing your 
relationship with summer camp friends, and further 
development as a follower of Christ during the school 
year. 
 

http://www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org/info 
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