
 

 

of the woods completely.  Sure, some aspects of life 
will look more normal as we resume travel and wear 
masks less and less, but we will always live with the 
reality and awareness of the dangerous impact one virus 
can have on the world.  This was too much for one 
colleague.  He wants to be out of the woods yesterday. 
My attitude is that if we will never again be out of the 
woods… let’s set up camp! 

What does it look like to set up camp?  It looks like 
returning to our roots of the 1st century church.  It 
involves seeking God and not just doing what we were 
going to do anyway, but listening for God and 
discerning God’s guidance. It means again 
acknowledging the Holy Spirit as our advocate and 
helper, the source of truth and life as Jesus tells us in 
the gospel of John that we read on Pentecost.  As we 
live in the woods, we must live each day more aware of 
the Spirit’s presence, grateful for the Spirit’s work, and 
open to the Spirit’s direction. 

And remember, WE are the church.  The church’s 
recognition and reliance on the Holy Spirit begins with 
US… begins with YOU!  How aware are you of 
God’s Holy Spirit in your life?  How often do you give 
thanks for the Spirit’s work in your life?  What are you 
doing to listen to the Spirit’s guidance?  How are you 
drawing from its strength?  

I know that I’m the guy who grew up preferring to 
sleep in a tent instead of his bedroom, but I think we 
should embrace the woods. While this time of 
continued change and uncertainty can be very trying, it 
can also be “in-spiring” as we welcome the Spirit’s 
work inside and among us.  May we be always more 
aware of the Holy Spirit, grateful for its work among 
us, willing to listen to its guidance, and trusting to 
follow its lead.   

Are we out of  the woods yet?! 
By Pastor Adam 

May 23 was Pentecost Sunday when we remember 
Jesus’ gift of the Holy Spirit to the church and 
celebrate that God’s Spirit continues to be our 
advocate and helper, guiding and empowering our 
lives.  The Holy Spirit is sometimes referred to as the 
“forgotten God.”  In a book by the same title, author 
Francis Chan claims that we pray in the name of the 
Triune God - the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - but 
often live only with an awareness of the first two.  As 
Jesus ascended into heaven, he promised to send the 
Holy Spirit so that we could be true and living 
witnesses for Christ.  Unfortunately, today’s church 
has admired the gift… but neglected to open it. 

Two years ago at our synod assembly, our guest 
speaker was Bishop Katherine Finegan of the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod.  She made a profound 
prediction that the church of the 21st century would 
be more like the church of the 1st century than the 
20th century.  Her point was that the church of the 
20th century experienced sustained growth through a 
culture that respected and encouraged participation in 
the church.  The church of the 1st century, on the 
other hand, was marked by persecution that resulted 
in a significant reliance on the Holy Spirit as its source 
of strength and direction.  She sees the 21st century as 
a time when the church will no longer have its 
comfortable place in society and all the more will need 
to turn to the Holy Spirit. 

With a year like 2021, I didn’t know how true her 
words would be! 

I recently met with a group of colleagues where we 
reflected on this last year of the pandemic and read an 
article titled, “Are we out of the woods yet?”  We 
concluded that no, we are not, and will never be out 
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A Pastoral Letter for the new Mask Policy at Faith 

May 20th, 2021 

Dear Faith Family, 

Last week we were all pleasantly surprised when the CDC changed their masking guidance to state that fully 

vaccinated people no longer need to wear a mask or physically distance in any setting.  This decision was made 

because the Covid vaccines have proven to be highly effective, significantly reduce the ability of people to transmit 

the disease, and are effective against other strains.  On Monday, Illinois’ Governor Pritzker announced that he 

would follow this science and align Illinois’ policies with the CDC’s guidance.  Last night, Faith’s congregational 

Council agreed that we too will follow these policies for worship and other church activities. 

Beginning Sunday, May 23, masks will be optional for those who are fully vaccinated, but will still be 

required for those who are not.   

Governor Pritzker acknowledged that the new rules will rely on people “doing the right thing.”  I’d like to expand 

on that to make it more clear.  God’s ministry and our community thrive when we are honest with one another in our 

actions, trust one another in our speech, and love everyone. 

“Honest in actions…”  This means that those of us who are not fully vaccinated will wear a mask in order to 

protect one another, our children who are too young to be vaccinated, and the most vulnerable among us.   

“Trust in speech…”  This means that we will not confront one another and question in suspicion whether one 

is vaccinated or not.  One’s choice to vaccinate is a private and spiritual choice.  To hear more about why I 

chose to be vaccinated, you can follow this link to hear my sermon from May 9: https://youtu.be/

a5jb8FqlYMk?t=2340.  

“Love everyone…”  This means that we will not allow ourselves to be divided into groups of “clean” and 

“unclean.”  Jesus repeatedly acted and spoke out against such divisions in his day, and we will not let this 

divide us today.   

This policy may be uncomfortable for some of you.  Know that there is always a place for you in our worship and 

ministry.  In addition to our blended in-person service on Sunday mornings at 9:30, beginning on Memorial Day, 

May 30 and continuing through the summer, we will be offering a Sunday evening outdoor service at 6:00 pm.  

Masks will not be required during these services unless we move inside due to weather.  Our online service 

continues to be live streamed on Sunday mornings, and you can join us live or anytime later during the week.  

Perhaps you are vaccinated but still prefer to wear a mask.  Many will continue to wear them out of an abundance 

of caution and care.     

So again, beginning this Sunday, May 23, masks will be optional for those who are fully vaccinated, but will still be 

required for those who are not.  And remember, “God’s ministry and our community thrive when we are honest with 

one another in our actions, trust one another in our speech, and love everyone.”  May God’s Holy Spirit be at work 

within us and among us as we live this out.   

 

Christ’s Peace, 

Pastor Adam 
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Outdoor Worship Resumes May 30! 

For years we have been offering a contemporary outdoor worship service on the church lawn, and for years we 

have talked about offering a service at a time other than Sunday morning… this year we will be doing both!  On 

May 30 at 6:00 pm we will start our “Summer Sunday Evening Worship.”  The service itself will be casual with a 

blended selection of songs from the morning service led by keyboard, guitars, and a small ensemble.  We will 

gather around God’s Word as we hear one reading and an “abridged” version of the sermon… possibly 

shortened… possibly different… whatever the Spirit has in store for us.  We will be fed at the Table as we 

receive Holy Communion.  Masks are optional for all. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for outreach to our community and to those who have been visiting us for 

worship online!  On Sunday June 27, we will have a special time to invite guests as we will have a cookout before 

the service at 5:00 p.m.  What a great way to introduce someone to Faith! 

Because of the beautiful outdoor setting and that masks are not required, we will try to be outside as much as 

possible and do not have a set rule on when to move inside.  A decision will be made before the service and 

posted on Facebook.   

Synod Assembly ONLINE 

This year’s Synod Assembly is completely online.  While we already have our voting members, anyone can visit 

the live stream and learn more about what we are doing together with churches across the state and around the 

world.  The assembly will take place on Saturday, June 5 from 9:00 am to noon and on Sunday, June 6 from 

1:00 to 3:00 pm.  The live stream can be found on the synod website at www.csis-elca.org.   

We will also post the festival worship service from the assembly on our Facebook page and YouTube channel on 

Sunday morning if you would like to worship with the assembly online.   

This year’s theme is Entrusted - “In Christ God was reconciling the world to God’s own self, not counting their 

trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us”  (2 Corinthians 5:19).   

Confirmation of  

Brennen Leifheit 

and Ella Rajaguru 

On Pentecost Sunday we 

celebrated with Brennen and Ella 

for their Rite of Confirmation.  

Together we affirmed our 

baptisms and recommitted our 

lives to the work of Christ’s 

church as we share the gospel and 

s u p p o r t  o n e  a n o t h e r .  

Congratulations Brennen and 

Ella! 



 

 

Dwelling in the Word  
This Spring, turn over a new leaf and spend more time 

in God’s Word.  A “Dwelling in the Word” group 

meets on Zoom every Monday from 12:00-1:00pm.  

They read the upcoming Sunday’s gospel lesson and 

discuss what they notice, what makes them wonder, 

and what the text may be calling us to do.  Do 

Mondays not work for you?  Would you rather meet 

in person?  Let us know, and we’ll try to start another 

group!  Spring is a time when gardens are growing… 

take this opportunity to grow in God’s Word.   

Fair Trade Store at Faith 

New Fair Trade items are in!  From coffee to tea to 

chocolate bars, we have something for you.  Come see our 

display at the counter by the 

Mission and Ministry Center. 

Items for sale include: 

Coffee 

• “Bright Day Brew”  

 medium roast 

• “French Roast Decaf” dark 

• “Mind, Body, and Soul” mellow and smooth 

• “Breakfast Blend” creamy and balanced 

• “Organic Decaf” medium 
 

Tea 

• English Breakfast (regular and decaf) 

• Earl Grey 
 

And back by popular demand… CHOCOLATE!!! 

• Milk Chocolate 

• Dark Chocolate, Almond and Sea Salt 

• Chocolate Orange 

• Dark Chocolate, Caramel Crunch with Sea Salt 

Soups and Sweet Treats  

Show God’s Love 

On May 12 the kitchen was alive with activity as 

people gathered to make some “soups and sweets to 

share.”  The food was then delivered to a number of 

members and friends of the congregation to serve our 

neighbors.  The group is growing and would love to 

have your help next time!  Look for more information 

on the back page from our Parish Life Coordinator.   

Book Groups - one online… one in person.   

We are continuing to offer faith formation opportunities for all who are interested, both 

in person and online.   

“The Shack” by William P. Young - this group has just begun to meet, and you can 

easily join in.  It is a very thought-provoking read that challenges conventional views of 

God and the Trinity.  Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at Faith.   

“Love Matters More: How fighting to be right keeps us from loving like Jesus” 

by Jared Byas - beginning in June on Tuesdays at 6:00 pm on Zoom.   

A Point to Ponder 

Time Management, according to Matthew 

What is a long time? I remember spending what seemed like 

an interminable period waiting for news about my dad’s 

emergency surgery.  When you are 5 years old, the time 

between one Christmas and the next takes forever!  After all, 

it’s 1/5 of your life at that point.  What is a short time?  For 

me, the time seems to have flown by as I look back at raising 

our family.  And what about the time between a 69th and 70th 

birthday?  It certainly doesn’t feel like a year ☺.  Time is 

relative for all of us, but God’s time is not our time.  God 

has been from the beginning, God is present with us now, 

and God will be with us forever.  Thanks be to God.    

In Matthew 24 we read that the disciples asked Jesus to tell 

them when He would come again.  They were impatient to 

know the time frame, and they assumed that it would be 

“soon.”  Jesus told them that only God the Father knows. 

They must have thought - what are we supposed to do while 

waiting?  And we can ask, how should we spend our time in 

this present age?  Consider the familiar words from Jesus in 

Matthew 25.  Whatsoever you have done for the least of 

these my brethren, you have done for me.  I was hungry, and 

you gave me food.  I was thirsty, and you gave me drink.  I 

was a stranger, and you welcomed me.  I was in prison and 

you visited me.  Later Jesus tells his disciples to go and make 

disciples of all nations.  So, as we spend our time on this 

earth, we have a lot of work to do in the here and now.  

Opportunities abound.   



 

 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

Please remember donations to the Jacksonville Food 
Center.  A check or substantial food donations are always 
welcome.  Make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church 
with Food Center in the memo line. 
 

Persons or families needing help are always with us.  Now 
that school attendance will end soon for the summer, those 
who were at school and obtained meals can no longer 
obtain them.  The Food Center is a place to provide help.    
 

Faith donations of Food for April totaled $27.   
Cash donations were $140. 

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 

In October, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com),  
and send your check made out to  

Faith Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 
 

June   6  Open for donation 
          &  Open for donation 

 

June 13  By Carol Rauen in memory of  
             Pat & Rand Burnette 
          &  Open for donation 

 

June 20  Open for donation 
          &  Open for donation 

 

June 27  Open for donation 
          &  Open for donation 

 

Thank You 

Dear Friends of Faith, 

I would like to thank everyone that 

sent Prayers, cards, and texts to me 

during my recent hospital stay and 

recovery.  It was so very helpful 

and comforting to know that I had 

prayers coming in during that time.  

It is always good to hear from 

friends and church praying.  

Thanks again, and God bless 

everyone, 

Larry Noble 

Financial  

Assistants 

June   6  Lisa Taylor-Horton 

                 & Karen Sibert 
 

June 13  Naomi Hahn 

                 & Craig Miller  
 

June 20  Barb Davenport 

               & Paul Hubbard 
 

June 27  Mike Oldenettel 

                 & Larry Sweatman 

 

Thank You 
Musicians! 

Many thanks to all who shared their 
musical gifts through the last choir 
season.  It was quite a different year, 
but Covid could not keep us from 
singing!  Thank you to Jacob 
Smetters and Jean Welch for all of 
your creativity and determination to 
help see us through.  Singers and 
ringers will still be offering music 
through the summer.  Contact Jean 
Welch and Jacob Smetters if you are 
interested.   

Midweek Evening Prayer:  “Singing the Psalms” 
The Psalms are the ancient songbook of the Bible and have been sung in worship settings for thousands of 

years.  This summer we will be “Singing the Psalms” as we enjoy some of our most beloved psalms and learn 

some new ones.  Do you have a favorite Psalm?  Would you be willing to share or write a reflection about it?  

We would love to have your help!  We are looking for singers, readers, and those willing to share a reflection.  

We have not set a start date yet, but let us know if you would like to read, share, or sing with us and we will 

begin to offer this service as soon as possible.   

Space to Share 

We have had an influx of organizations wanting to use our 

building space for meetings and activities.  What a joy to 

welcome our community into our facility!  If you or someone 

you know is looking for a space to meet, consider having 

your event at Faith.  Contact the church office for a building 

use permit and for scheduling. 



 

 

Doorbell Dinners… THANK YOU!! 
 

Faith members and friends took time out of their day and served the 
Jacksonville community through Doorbell Dinner meal delivery from May 31-
June 4.  This is a program of the local Prairie Council on Aging in cooperation 
with Passavant Hospital.   
 

THANK YOU to Lynette Hamilton, Shanon Keller, Pat Glyshaw, Mary 
Scheerer, Dawn Meyer, Larry and Laura Sweatman, Patty Nelson, Donna 
Chenoweth, and the Leifheits for serving as the hands and feet of Jesus 
through this very important community outreach opportunity.  Your 
willingness to serve is a blessing to many! 

 

From our Parish Life Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Pastures Campground sponsors a wealth of camps 
throughout the year.  These camps focus on Christian 
youth development and developing a real relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  Our staff are hand-picked from the 
community for the Christ-like examples they set.  Prices 
vary.  Scholarships are available for all camps.  
 

C H R I S T I A N  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  C A M P  

"PAC" is an encouraging two-day experience for youth 
utilizing dance, mime, music, drama, art, worship, and 
small groups to share the love of Jesus.  

F I R E  I N  O U R  H E A R T S  C A M P  
Five fun-filled days for youth utilizing recreation, small 
groups, worship, teaching, and ministry times to share 
the love of Jesus.  The focus is on developing your 
relationship with Christ and other Christians. 

W E E K E N D  R E T R E A T S  
Overnight camper reunions where the focus is on 
developing your relationship with Christ, renewing your 
relationship with summer camp friends, and further 
development as a follower of Christ during the school 
year. 
 

http://www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org/info 
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