
 

 

Our single online service was an instant success in 

bringing our congregation – and many visitors – 

together.  Our “attendance” grew from 120 in the pews 

to over 300 in our homes!  We met the challenge of 

bringing traditional and contemporary worship together 

into one blended service.  While every aspect may not 

be our preference, it has enriched our worship lives 

with new styles of liturgy and music.   

We are now both back in person for worship and 

offering online, live-streamed worship.  While returning 

to our routine of separate 

contemporary and traditional 

services may feel comfortable, 

like slipping into an old pair of 

shoes, it brings new challenges.  

We don’t have the resources to 

live stream them both, so which 

one?  How do we live stream 

from outside?  What times are 

best?  And more.  So, instead of 

focusing on the challenges, let’s 

focus on the opportunities. 

In “The Post-Quarantine 

Church: Six Urgent Challenges 

and Opportunities That Will Determine the Future of 

Your Congregation,” author Thom Rainer pleads with 

congregations not to go back to old routines.  Take 

time to consider lessons learned and opportunities to 

strengthen ministry, especially when it comes to the 

most central act of the church – worship.  The worship 

life of our congregation has been forced to change.  

Instead of dwelling on the losses we’ve faced, let’s look 

to the opportunities of what may be.   

Continued on next page 

Worship the Lord with Gladness! 
By Pastor Adam 

“Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him, 

singing with joy.”  (Psalm 100:1-2) 

Whether in person or tuning in to our online service, 

what a joy it has been to worship together!   

April brought a steep new learning curve as we began 

live streaming our worship services.  All things 

c o n s i d e r e d ,  w e  h a v e 

transitioned well!  There have 

been a few bumps along the 

way, and I thank you for your 

patience as we continue to 

i m p r o v e  o u r  u s e  o f 

technology.  New cameras in 

the sanctuary and improving 

audio keep our online 

community connected.  While 

online worship began as a 

necessity one year ago, it is 

here to stay as it makes our 

ministry more accessible than 

ever before. 

Many have asked when we will go back to our old 

worship schedule.  That’s a great question… but it 

doesn’t have a simple answer.  The pandemic brought 

change into every aspect of our lives.  Many of the 

changes we never would have made on our own.  

Some of them have made life more difficult while 

others were welcome, breaking us out of our routines 

and giving us the opportunity to reflect on our 

priorities.  One of these changes we have faced as a 

congregation is worship.   
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Synod Assembly Festival 

Worship ONLINE 

Every year at the Central/Southern Illinois 

Synod Assembly, we gather for a beautiful 

worship service.  This year both the assembly 

and the festival worship will be online.  This 

will be a WONDERFUL opportunity for you 

to join in this worship service from the comfort 

of your own home.  The time has not yet been 

set, but it will be on Sunday, June 6.  Stay 

tuned for next month’s newsletter for more 

details. 

The theme for this year’s assembly is: 

Entrusted 
“In Christ God was reconciling the world to 

God’s own self, not counting their trespasses 

against them, and entrusting the message of 

reconciliation to us.” 

- 2 Corinthians 5:19 

Our Seeds of  Hope Co-op begins to 

involve Synodically-Authorized 

Ministry student,  

Doris Robinson 

Our “Seeds of Hope” cooperative is celebrating the 

involvement of Doris Robinson, a member of Faith who is 

enrolled in classes so that she can be synodically authorized 

for ministry.  The six congregations in the co-op (Grace, 

Virginia; Faith, Jacksonville; First, Beardstown; St. John’s, 

Bluffs; St. John’s, Bluff Springs; and St. Peter’s, Arenzville) 

are working together to raise up and involve local leaders to 

assist in ministry.  Of the six congregations, Faith is the 

only church with a called pastor, and strengthening 

partnerships across the countryside will help to strengthen 

ministry and the witness of Christ’s church to our 

communities.  Please pray for our efforts and join us in 

thanking God for Doris’ willingness to serve.  If you are 

interested in assisting in our Seeds of Hope Co-op, please 

contact Pastor Adam. 

From Pastor Adam (continued from front) 

Through the summer, our congregational council has decided to explore one worship opportunity we have talked 

about for years and offer a worship service on Sunday evenings.  For many, worship on Sunday morning is not 

possible due to work commitments, sports, and travel schedules.  When discussed in the past, the thought of 

adding a third service was daunting and counterproductive to strengthening connections within our Faith Family.  

Now, with routines wiped clear, and so many who have come to know us through our online services, we have a 

perfect opportunity to provide an outreach to our congregation and community. 

Beginning soon, we will offer a Sunday evening outdoor service that aims to provide both a welcoming way for 

visitors to worship with us in person and for those who prefer a different time and setting of worship.  It will be a 

simple communion service with scripture, a sermon, and a blend of traditional hymns and contemporary songs led 

by a small ensemble.  The outdoor setting will provide a safe space where masks are optional and fellowship before 

and after worship is encouraged.  It is an opportunity to take the challenges and changes we have faced in the last 

year and transform them into new possibilities for outreach and the enrichment of our worship life together.   

While exploring this possibility through the summer, we will continue to offer our blended service on Sunday 

mornings at 9:30 which will be live streamed to Facebook and YouTube.  Please join us for worship at a time and 

place that feels safe and comfortable for you, and consider inviting a friend.  After all, it is a joy to worship the 

Lord with gladness!   

Finally, thank you for your partnership in ministry through all of these changes, challenges, and opportunities.  I 

am so grateful to God for you and all of our Faith Family! 



 

  

Movie Night: “Mahalia” 

Have you heard the music of Mahalia Jackson?  

She is only one of the greatest gospel singers of 

all time, and Doris Robinson’s aunt!  Come join 

us on Wednesday, May 12 at 6:00 p.m. for a 

movie night as we watch the Lifetime original 

movie, “Mahalia.”  We will also hear from Doris 

about her memories of hearing Mahalia sing and 

the significance Mahalia has had on Doris’ life 

and others.  Please wear a mask, and we will conclude by 8:30 p.m. 

Born in New Orleans, Mahalia began singing at an early age and went on to become one of the most revered 

gospel figures in U.S. history, melding her music with the civil rights movement.  Her recording of the song 

“Move on Up a Little Higher” sold millions of copies, skyrocketing her to international fame and gave her the 

opportunity to perform at diverse settings including in front of a racially-integrated audience at the prestigious 

Carnegie Hall and at John F. Kennedy's inaugural ball.  An active supporter of the Civil Rights Movement, 

Jackson sang at numerous rallies, including the March on Washington in 1963 alongside Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr., in hopes that her music would encourage and inspire racial equality.  From Rock’n Robin Productions and 

Lincoln Square Productions, Mahalia is executive produced by Robin Roberts and Linda Berman. 

Cards vs. Cubs at  

Faith Lutheran Stadium 

It has been a long time since we’ve been able to head to Busch 

Stadium for our annual Cards vs. Cubs game, so this year we are 

bringing the stadium to you!  Join us on Sunday evening, May 

23 as we watch the game between these two rivals in the Great 

Room.  The first pitch is at 6:08 p.m., but come at 5:30 p.m. if 

you’d like to chip in and enjoy pizza together.  Dress up in your 

baseball gear and enjoy a night at the Faith Lutheran ballpark.   

Fair Trade Store at Faith 

Our Fair Trade items at Faith have been depleted 

over the pandemic year, and we are preparing to 

place an order for new items.  If there is something 

that you especially enjoy, please contact the church 

office and let us know.  We hope to have the new 

inventory by June.   



 

 

Dwelling in the Word  
This Spring, turn over a new leaf and spend more time 

in God’s Word.  A “Dwelling in the Word” group 

meets on Zoom every Monday from 12:00-1:00pm.  

They read the upcoming Sunday’s gospel lesson and 

discuss what they notice, what makes them wonder, 

and what the text may be calling us to do.  Do 

Mondays not work for you?  Would you rather meet in 

person?  Let us know, and we’ll try to start another 

group!  Spring is a time when gardens are growing… 

take this opportunity to grow in God’s Word.   

Soups and Sweet Treats  

Show God’s Love 

For the second month in a row a small group 

gathered in Faith’s kitchen to make some “soups and 

sweets to share.”  The sweet aroma and sounds of 

conversation and laughter filled what had been a quiet 

kitchen for too long.  The food was then delivered to 

a number of members and friends of the congregation 

to serve our neighbors.  Would you like to help next 

time?  Look for more information on the back page 

from our Parish Life Coordinator.   

Spirituality for the 21st Century 

A group of participants from across the state are 

participating in the class, Spirituality for the 21st 

Century.  Retired pastor Glen VanderKloot is 

leading them to discover new spiritual practices in 

ways to develop spirituality — in other words, how 

to see God more clearly, follow God more nearly, 

and love God more dearly.  They are using the 

resource, You Can Connect to God – Starting Today: 

Spirituality for the 21st Century.  This class has 

already filled, but there may be another one offered 

in the future.  If you are interested, contact Pastor 

Glen for more information: 217-816-6981 or 

glen.vanderkloot@cst.edu.   

Book Group – “The Shack” 

A group just finished reading “Tuesdays with Morrie” and has 

selected “The Shack” for their next book (see below for an 

overview).  It is a very thought-provoking read that challenges 

conventional views of God and the Trinity.  We will meet on 

Wednesdays at 1:00 at Faith.  Bring your own book and join in 

the conversation.  And stay tuned for a movie night to watch the 

movie after we finish the book.   

Mack’s youngest daughter, Missy, has been abducted during a 

family vacation, and evidence that she may have been brutally 

murdered is found in an abandoned shack deep in the Oregon 

wilderness.  Four years later in the midst of his Great Sadness, 

Mack receives a suspicious note, apparently from God, inviting him 

back to that shack for a weekend.  Against his better judgment he 

arrives at the shack on a wintry afternoon and walks back into his 

darkest nightmare.  What he finds there will change Mack's world 

forever.  In a world where religion seems to grow increasingly 

irrelevant The Shack wrestles with the timeless question, "Where is 

God in a world so filled with unspeakable pain?”  The answers Mack gets will astound you and perhaps transform 

you as much as it did him. 

Space to Share 

We have had an influx of organizations wanting to use 

our building space for meetings and activities.  What a 

joy to welcome our community into our facility!  If 

you or someone you know is looking for a space to 

meet, consider having your event at Faith.  Contact 

the church office for a building use permit and for 

scheduling. 

about:blank


 

 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

I asked the Food Center Administrator Melissa Hall if 

she had any suggestions for actual food donations.   Her 

reply was “As always, we take all donations.  At this 

time, we would prefer monetary donations, in order to 

purchase items needed.”   

In a recent article in the Journal Courier, she added 

“The community has been good to us.  We are still here 

helping people out.  The past year has seen demand 

increase at area food banks as people found themselves 

without work or simply less work.”   

At that particular moment, the need seemed to be 

leveling out and the center was keeping up with 

demand.  Tax refunds and stimulus funds meant people 

were able to buy food instead of coming into the 

Center.  “That’s not a long-term fix, though,” Melissa 

said.  

In March, Faith Lutheran Church donated $160 to the 

Food Center.  

Altar Plants   

($15 donation appreciated) 

In October, we began replacing our altar flowers  
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  

or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com),  
and send your check made out to Faith Lutheran Church 

(1385 W. Walnut St.). 
 

May   2  Open for donation 
          &  Open for donation 

 

May   9  By Char & Paul Hubbard in memory 
                  of Joe 
          &  Open for donation 

 

May 16  Open for donation 
          &  Open for donation 

 

May 23   By Kris & Bishop John Roth in cele- 
      bration of their 39th wedding anniversary 
           &  Open for donation 

 

May 30   By Carol Rauen in loving memory of  
         Jeanette Brix 

            &  Open for donation 

Calling All 

Musicians 
Now that we are in-person for 
worship, there are ample 
opportunities for musical gifts.  
If you would like to share your 
gifts and talent through special 
m u s i c ,  c o n t a c t  m u s i c 
coordinator Jacob Smetters: 
 

(faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com) 

♫ 

Financial  

Assistants 

May   2  Naomi Hahn 

                 & Craig Miller  
 

May   9  Lisa Taylor-Horton 

                 & Karen Sibert 
 

May 16  Barb Davenport 

               & Karen Sibert 
 

May 23  Barb Davenport 

                 & Larry Sweatman 
 

May 30  Paul Hubbard 

                 & Craig Miller  

Attention All 

Singers/Ringers 
The Exaltation Ringers and Faith 

Choir are meeting in person – please join 
us at 10:45am (Bells) on Sunday mornings 
after worship and 6:30pm (Choir) on 
Thursdays; bring your friends.  Social-
distancing style rehearsals take place in 
the sanctuary, and we are now sharing 
music live on Sunday mornings.  There 
will also be small-group opportunities as 
well.   

Questions?  Contact Jacob Smetters 
for Choir (faithjacobsmetters@gmail. com) 

o r  J e a n  W e l c h  f o r  B e l l s    
(jrwelch53@msn.com).  All are welcome! 

Midweek Evening Prayer:  Reflections on the Resurrection 
Last month we debuted a new Midweek Evening Prayer on Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.  We are using songs 

from a new hymnal supplement in the ELCA, All Creation Sings.  The music joins rich lyrics with easy-to-

follow tunes to offer a rich worship experience.  Each week has a different reading that reflects on the 

significance of God’s resurrection power on the world and the ways we live God’s grace for one another.  

Please join us on Facebook or YouTube and share it with friends.  If you would like to borrow a copy of the 

new hymnal, you can pick one up at the church office. 



 

 

Doorbell Dinners…   

 

Faith is responsible for Doorbell Dinner delivery May 31-June 4.   
 

We need one driver and one helper for each of the five routes covering the needs of the 
community each day that week.  The time commitment is typically from about 11:15-12:30, 
depending on various factors.  We meet in the outer lane of the circle drive at the hospital 

by 11:15 each day (Monday-Friday), and you are done when your route is completed.  
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to serve as the hands and feet of Jesus in our community.  
Doorbell Dinner delivery can be done over a lunch break  
and is a great service experience for kids in the summer.   

 

Please let Renee Leifheit know if you are interested in serving:  drleifheit99@gmail.com 

Soup and Sweets to Share 

Are you a good neighbor?  Have you considered working on your  

Art of Neighboring? 
 

On Wednesday, May 12 meet at Faith from 10:00-12:00 to enjoy some 
fellowship while also serving our neighbors by making soup and sweets to share.  
Recipes and ingredients will be provided.  Together we will cook some soup and make a little something sweet.  

Then we will package up the goods, and participants can deliver a meal to someone  
who they know could use a little neighboring. 

 

Join us in building relationships with our neighbors and 
encouraging transformation in our community! 

Come to help or come to visit. 
 

If you are unable to attend the group meeting, consider making   
soup and sweets with family or friends and sharing with someone you know.   

We can all work a little harder at taking the art of neighboring as seriously as Jesus did! 

From our Parish Life Coordinator 

Personal Care Kits Ministry 

The Spirit of Faith Center here in Jacksonville is planning another food and commodities distribution.   

Last summer, Faith collected goods and donated baskets of personal care items.  Our work was greatly 

appreciated and remembered by those we served and has now been requested once again. 

Are you looking for a way to get involved in ministry?  Consider putting together a bag of personal care items to 

be distributed at the Spirit of Faith Center to those in need in our community.  Personal care kits can be 

assembled for about $10 using local retailers and shopping their value items.   

This is also a great way to get kids involved in outreach.   

All items can be placed in a gift bag and left in the coat closet at the church, or arrangements can be made to pick 
up kits from your home.  If you would rather make a monetary donation and have someone else do the shopping 

for you, please contact Renee Leifheit:  drleifheit99@gmail.com 
An official date for distribution has not yet been set, but it is planned to occur before summer.   

Personal Care Kit Items:  shampoo and conditioner, body wash or soap, toothbrush and toothpaste, 

deodorant, mouthwash, hand soap, and facial tissues 

about:blank
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