
 

 

wine, water and word, and one another.  What a joy to 
“see” one another greeting, reading, lighting candles… 
to read that “so and so has joined you for worship”… 
to chat and poke and congratulate and pray for one 
another through comments, calls, and cards. 

On Sunday, March 7, we will be renewing in-person 
worship.  What does it mean that the sanctuary won’t 
be empty any more on Sunday mornings?  Has the 
church finally opened again?  Are we now back to 
“real” worship?  That’s something else I have learned: 
nothing, not even a global pandemic, can close the 

church or stop us from 
worshiping!  The sanctuary is no 
longer a room with four walls and 
a ceiling, but has expanded to our 
kitchens and living rooms, street 
corner and produce aisle 
conversations, phone calls and 
greeting cards. 

Yet, while our sanctuary will no 
longer be empty, it will not be full 
either.  For many, coming to in-
person worship still poses too 
great of a risk.  And for them, 

and the many others who are not comfortable or 
capable of coming into our sanctuary on Sunday 
mornings, we must never let the sanctuary become four 
walls and a ceiling again.  We have expanded our 
understandings of worship, ministry, and outreach in 
massive ways and it would be a shame to restrict them 
again… that would be so “pre-pandemic” of us. 

And so we continue.  We continue to provide places in-
person and online, where we gather in grace, where 
community is created and nurtured, where joy is 
celebrated and griefs are shared, where we touch God 
and are touched by God.  And when we do, no one will 
ever “miss a Sunday” again.   

An Empty Sanctuary 
By Pastor Adam 

For nearly one year I have been walking past an empty 
sanctuary.  12 months.  365 days.  I would see the 
cross looming large over empty pews and feel an 
emptiness inside… a similar emptiness that you have 
felt I’m sure.  Some of you have shared how on a pre-
pandemic Sunday, you may have missed attending 
worship on a Sunday and not thought much of it, but 
now the void on Sunday mornings is so great that you 
wouldn’t miss it for the world!   

Hardship, however, is oftentimes 
the greatest teacher, and this past 
year has taught me countless 
lessons.  Among them is a new 
understanding of our sanctuary.  
Our sanctuary is a room.  Four 
walls and a ceiling.  But it is so 
much more.  It is a place where 
we are gathered in grace, where 
community is created and 
nurtured, where joy is celebrated 
and where griefs are shared.  And 
most of all, it is a place where we reach out and touch 
God in our worship and are touched by God through 
bread and wine, water and word, and the lives of one 
another.  But the empty sanctuary of the 
pandemic has taught me much. 

No longer is the sanctuary a room with four walls and 
a ceiling… it has become the world!  One year ago you 
couldn't have found a greater skeptic of online 
worship than me.  I was convinced that virtual wasn’t 
real, wasn’t genuine, wasn’t meaningful.  Boy was I 
wrong!  Week after week, we have gathered online to 
celebrate joy and share griefs.  Community has been 
created and nurtured.  It has been different for sure, 
but we touch God and are touched by bread and 
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Renewing in-person Worship  

beginning on March 7th! 

With our region and all of Illinois entering Phase 4 of the state’s renewal plan, a Covid testing positivity rate of 
less than 3%, and many vaccines being administered in our community and congregation, we are excited to be 
renewing our in-person worship!  Beginning on March 7, we will offer one, indoor, in-person service at 9:30 a.m.  
It will be a full service with communion and singing with masks and social distancing required.  Seating in the 
sanctuary is limited to 50 people and with more seating available in the gathering area, if necessary.  We will 
continue to offer online worship in the same way as before, at 9:30 a.m. on Facebook and YouTube.  While we 
are very excited to be together in person, we respect each person’s decision to worship in the manner they feel is 
best for them, realizing that no gathering is without risk.  We continue to love God and one another in all the 
ways that we worship and serve by observing social distancing guidelines.   

Lamenting through Lent while 
resting in God’s promises 
Our Lenten theme continues as we lift up our laments to 
God and rest in God’s promises.  Last month we heard 
about the lament of sin through the Fall of Adam and Eve, 
and the lament of exile from the Israelite’s exile in Babylon.  
Coming up: 

March 7 - Lamenting Loss with Job as he loses 
everything (almost). 

March 14 - Lamenting with Rachel at the death of her 
children. 

March 21 - Lamenting with Jesus at the death of Lazarus. 

March 28 (Palm Sunday) - Jesus weeps for Jerusalem. 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday (March 28) - Join us in person or online at 9:30 a.m. for worship a we wave our palms and shout 

“Hosanna!” yet also weep with Jesus as he says, ‘If you, even you, had only recognized on this day the things 
that make for peace!” 

Maundy Thursday (April 1) - Join us in person or online at 7:00 p.m. as we remember our mandate to love.  
This love is revealed to us in the breaking of the bread, the washing of feet, and Jesus’ agonizing prayer in the 
garden.   

Good Friday (April 2) - Join us in person or online at 7:00 p.m. as we gather around the cross.  It is our central 
symbol of lament where cries are raised to a God who seems completely hidden, yet is completely revealed.   

Easter Sunday (April 4) - Join us in person or online as we celebrate the ultimate response to our lament… the 
empty tomb and fulfilment of God’s promises!  Worship times have not yet been set as we will wait to see 
what response we have for our in-person worship in March.   



 

  

Wednesday Worship and Prayer 

Wednesdays are full of  opportunities to gather in person and online.   

Clear your calendars and make time to connect through worship and prayer this Lent! 

5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Open Sanctuary for Prayer around our 
Cross of  Lament and Hope 
On the cross, Jesus bore our burdens.  Come and give your 
burdens to God and spend time in peaceful reflection and 
prayer.  You may write a lament and pin it to the cross, giving it 
to God.  Light a candle to burn for your loss or the losses of 
others.  Sit or kneel in prayer to simply make a time and place to 
be in the presence of God.  The sanctuary is open on 
Wednesdays from 5:00-7:00 p.m. and during office hours 
(Tuesday-Friday, 9:30-1:00). 

7:00-7:30 p.m. 
“Holden Evening Prayer” 
and expressions of  lament 
Join us for this beautiful online service and 
hear expressions of lament through different 
mediums of literature and art from our own 
members.  In February we heard of the 
Coventry Cross of Nails from Naomi Hahn.   
In March we will see a painting titled 
“Lament” by Lillian Korous (March 3), a 
prayer shared by Karen Dean (March 10), 
prayers written by Larry Sweatman (March 
17), and a classic song of lament, “The 
Sound of Silence” (March 24).   

7:30-8:00 p.m. - Prayer time on Zoom 
Immediately following our Holden Evening Prayer worship, you are welcome to join us on Zoom for a time 
of prayer.  We will visit a bit, then share joys, sorrows, and prayer requests as we pray with and for one 
another.  Use the Zoom ID 838 6676 4239 with the passcode “prayer.”  If you have any questions about how 
to use Zoom, contact the church office or Pastor Adam.   



 

 

Dwelling in the Word  
Our Dwelling in the Word group continues to meet 
on Mondays at noon on Zoom.  Anyone is welcome 
to join!  Over the course of one hour, we reflect on a 
scripture reading together while considering the 
questions, “What do I notice?  What makes me 
wonder?  How do I feel God calling me to respond?”  
This is a great way to open our Bible together and 
open our hearts to the movement of God in our lives. 

“Tuesdays with Morrie” 
Some have expressed interest in reading “Tuesday’s 
with Morrie” together through March.  If you would 
like to join us, contact the church office.   

This is the story of author Mitch Albom’s experience 
in spending time with his dying college professor and 
mentor, Morrie Schwartz, learning some final lessons 
on how to live.  After a crazy year, maybe it’s time to 
learn from Morrie and one another how to see this 
world as a more profound place.   

A Reflection on Wilderness and Lament 
by Elaine Chapman 

 

One way to think of Lament is to imagine ourselves alone in a wilderness –  literally or metaphorically.   In his 

class “Lament and Covid 19,” Dr. Fred Niedner suggests that a wilderness is a place in which our language, 

categories, and meaning-making skills fail.  We tend to murmur, complain, blame others, and succumb to 

temptations to fill the emptiness we experience with things that cannot satisfy.    Wilderness can be considered to 

be a place without words, where our current words don’t work, when we don’t know what to pray for.  In that 

case, remember that the Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words to express.” (Romans 8: 27) 
 

The Bible is filled with stories of wilderness experiences.  In Exodus 16:1-35, the Israelites were stranded in the 

desert, without food, and angry.  Their response was to complain to Moses and Aaron, the representatives of the 

Lord.  [Some translations use the phrase, “they murmured against God.”  That makes me picture the reaction of 

a crowded auditorium to an unpopular announcement.]  Yet, we are told that God supplied them with manna 

once each day for forty years; in metaphorical terms, manna can be understood as a symbol for what sustains us.   
 

Throughout these days of Lent, consider that we do not experience wilderness alone; just as God was for the 

Israelites in the desert, God is with us and sustains us.  Thanks be to God.  

End-of-Year Giving 2020 

At the 2020 Annual Meeting, our congregation 
approved the donation of $15,000 to be given from 
endowment interest for the glory of God and benefit 
of all God’s children.  Following endowment 
guidelines, donations were given to global needs 
(Hearts United in God’s Service serving children in 
Uganda), education (Green Pastures Christian Camp, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Western Illinois 
Youth Camp, YMCA, and Faith’s college scholarship), 
local and other (Spirit of Faith Soup Kitchen, Salvation 
Army, United Way, Crisis Center Foundation, Prairie 
Council on Aging, New Directions, Midwest Youth 
Services, and pastor discretionary fund), and building 
debt.  THANK YOU for your generous giving and 
support as we care for one another!  The checks will be 
distributed to these organizations on Tuesday, March 9. 

Council Retreat News 

On February 13, our congregational council spent 
a day on retreat to reflect more deeply on our 
ministry together.  We shared stories of the past 
year with all of its ups and downs and discussed 
topics such as Worship, Community Care, 
Education, Technology, and Stewardship/
Growth.  We covered a lot of ground and are 
making some great plans for the year to come.  
Stay tuned for announcements in these areas.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to reach 
out to our council members: Craig Miller 
(president), Pastor Adam (vice president), Karen 
Sibert (secretary), Barb Davenport, Naomi Hahn,  
Lisa Taylor-Horton, Paul Hubbard, Mike 
Oldenettel, and Larry Sweatman.   



 

 

Jacksonville Food Center 
 

The Jacksonville Food Center continues to be very 
busy with the influx of families requiring help in making 
ends meet.  The very poor economy as a result of the 
pandemic finds many needing help in many ways, but 
sufficient food is a must to survive.  Our church can 
help by sending funds by check to the church to provide 
for the replenishing of needed foodstuffs as shelves are 
emptied.  Designate Food Center on the Memo line on 
your check.  This will eliminate the need to come to 
church to drop off food.  Faith Church donated $340 to 
the Jacksonville Food Center in January.  

 

THANK YOU!!   
 

Altar Plants  (donation appreciated) 

In October, we began replacing our altar flowers 
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  
or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com), and send 
your check made out to Faith Lutheran Church 

(1385 W. Walnut St.). 
 

March   7  Open for donation 
            &  Open for donation 

 

March 14  Open for donation  
            &  Open for donation 

 

March 21  By Carol Rauen in memory of 
  Dave & Shirley Guse 
            &  Open for donation 

 

March 28   By the Dichsen family in celebration  
  of Louis’ 6th birthday on March 29 
            &  Open for donation 

A Point to Ponder by Elaine Chapman 

Another view of Lent  
 

I did not grow up Lutheran or Roman Catholic, 

so the idea of giving something up for Lent was 

new to me.  Dennis grew up Roman Catholic, 

and each Lent he gives up chocolate; I admire his 

discipline.  For my part, I do my best to take care 

of any chocolate in our house so that he won’t be 

tempted ☺. 
 

I found another idea for Lenten discipline; you’ve 

probably seen others like this, but I thought it 

spoke to me …   
 

What to Give Up…. 
 

Give up complaining … focus on Gratitude 

Give up pessimism … become an Optimist  

Give up worry … trust Divine Providence 

Give up bitterness …  turn to Forgiveness  

Give up hatred …  return Good for evil  

Give up negativism …  be Positive  

Give up anger …   be more Patient  

Give up childish pettiness …  become Mature  

Give up Gloom …   enjoy the Beauty all around you  

Give up jealousy … pray for Trust  

Give up Gossiping …  control your Tongue  

Give up sin …  turn to Virtue 

Give up “giving up” … Hang in There! 
 

God is with us.  Thanks be to God.  

Calling All 

Musicians 
Our online worship schedules 
a r e  p r o v i d i n g  a m p l e 
opportunities for musical gifts.  
If you would like to share your 
gifts and talent through special 
music, contact music coordinator 
Jacob Smetters: 
(faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com) 

♫ 

Financial  

Assistants 

March   7  Karen Sibert 

                 & Mike Oldenettel  

March 14  Paul Hubbard 

                 & Council Volunteer 

March 21  Naomi Hahn  

                 & Craig Miller  

March 28  Lisa Taylor-Horton 

                 & Larry Sweatman 

Attention All 

Singers/Ringers 
The Exaltation Ringers and Faith 

Choir are meeting in person – please join 
us at 5:45pm (Bells) and 6:30pm (Choir) on 
Thursdays, and bring your friends.  Social-
distancing style short rehearsals take place 
in the sanctuary.  Songs are recorded and 
premiered during Sunday morning services.  
There will also be small-group and a few 
virtual choir opportunities as well.   

Any questions, contact Jacob Smetters 
(faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com).  All are 
welcome! 



 

 

Discipleship Group 
 

Faith’s Discipleship Group is currently not meeting in person.  However, if you would 
like to study the gospel lesson for the coming Sunday independently or with your own 
small group, the ELCA Daily Discipleship weekly Bible Study Guide is available free 
online at: https://elca.org/dailydiscipleship   
 

Or, let Renee Leifheit know if you would like a hard copy mailed directly to you. 

Commodities Distribution 

Are you looking for a way to get involved in ministry? 

The Salvation Army in Jacksonville holds a commodities distribution for those in 

need each Wednesday afternoon from 1:15-3:15pm.  Volunteers are welcome to 

assist by organizing and displaying goods, passing out allotted amounts of goods, and 

greeting and visiting with participants walking through the reception line.  

This is a great way to serve as the hands and feet of Jesus in our community and an 

awesome opportunity to witness the abundance of resources available in Jacksonville.  

If you are interested in serving, volunteers should wear a mask and arrive at 
the Salvation Army facility at: 331 W. Douglas at 12:45pm. 

 

If you would like to support the Salvation Army, but cannot participate on 
Wednesday afternoons, you can contact the organization directly (245-7124) to inquire 
about specific needs to help individuals or families as their representatives serve many 

in need in various ways here in our community every day.  

Soups and Sweets to Share 

Are you a good neighbor?  Have you considered working on your  

Art of Neighboring? 

On Wednesday, March 10, meet at Faith from 10:00-12:00  
to enjoy some fellowship while also serving our neighbors by making 

soup and sweets to share. 
 

Recipes and ingredients will be provided.  Together we will cook some soup and 
make a little something sweet.  Then we will package up the goods, and participants 

can deliver a meal to someone who they know could use a little neighboring. 
 

Join us in building relationships with our neighbors and 
encouraging transformation in our community! 

Come to help or come to visit. 
 

If you are unable to attend the group meeting, consider making  
soup and sweets with family or friends and sharing with someone you know.   

We can all work a little harder at taking the art of neighboring  
as seriously as Jesus did! 

From our Parish Life Coordinator 

about:blank

