
 

 

How true!  Pain experienced and endured in isolation 
grows and grows.  That is why we are given the gift of 
Lament.  A Lament is a passionate expression of 
grief or sorrow and, contrary to popular belief, is 
not a sign of lack of faith, but of trust in our God 
who is with us through it all.  Not only is there an 
entire book of lament in the Bible (Lamentations), but 
nearly one third of all the Psalms are Psalms of lament, 

each following a typical pattern of 
invocation, complaint, request, 
expression of confidence, and vow 
of praise.  This is a pattern we 
would be wise to follow as well, 
and will follow through the season 
of Lent. 

In the pages ahead, you will find 
many opportunities to lament.  It 
all starts with a candlelight vigil, in 
person and streamed online.  
Midweek services will showcase 
poetry, songs, and other artistic 
expressions of lament as shared by 
our Faith Family.  Book groups 
and Bible studies offer small-group 
discussion and sharing.  Every 

week the church will be open for you to sit in the 
sanctuary for silent prayer or head to Zoom for prayer 
with others.  Sunday mornings will take us on a journey 
of lamenting through the Bible as we read about 
different experiences of lament and God’s faithful 
promises of comfort.   

This Lent, take time to lament, and in the midst of our 
grief, hear God promise that “I am with you!” 

 - Pastor Adam 

Lamenting Together 
By Pastor Adam 

Last week I made a phone call to someone from 
another congregation whose husband had recently 
died.  The first few minutes were filled with 
conversation about her kids and grandkids, but when 
I asked the question, “How are you?,” the grief flowed 
like a tidal wave.  The funeral 
service was small and 
distanced, some of her family 
couldn’t make the trip, and 
there was no worship service 
or meal with her church 
family.  She was devastated 
and denied of the processes 
of grieving on which we so 
powerfully rely.   

I suspect each of us has had a 
moment like this in the last 
year when grief overflowed.  
It looks different for different 
people.  Sometimes grief 
explodes in tears or anger.  
Sometimes grief retreats 
within, finding dark places of depression in our souls.  
2020 was so unique in that we all simultaneously 
experienced great losses without our typical 
opportunities to connect.  In his book, “Israel’s 
Praise,” Walter Brueggemann explains about the 
devastation of facing pain alone: 

The biblical community knows about pain… 
and knows that pain cannot be handled alone.  
In isolation, the power of pain grows more 
ominous and hurtful and must ultimately be 
submitted to the power of our Holy God. 
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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 



 

  

Lamenting 

through Lent 

while resting in 

God’s Promises 

Candlelight Vigil of  Lament 
We begin our journey of “Lamenting through 
Lent” a week early with a candlelight vigil on 
Wednesday night, February 10 at 7:00pm.  
Weather permitting, we will gather in the parking 
lot with social distancing.  It will be a 30-minute 
candlelight service of communal lament with 
prayers, readings, and songs.  During the service, 
all are invited to come forward, one at a time, and 
tack a lament to the cross.  If you would like, bring 
a note that names your loss and give it to God.   

Ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday worship will be at 7:00 p.m. and online only this year, but there will be two opportunities for you 
to come and receive the imposition of ashes.  Pastor Adam will be in the sanctuary on Ash Wednesday, February 
17, from 12:00-1:00 p.m. and 5:00-6:45 p.m. to offer a prayer, imposition of ashes, and a blessing for all who come.  
Please wear a mask, enter the sanctuary by the East door, and come forward to the cross for your prayer, ashes, 
and blessing, then exit the sanctuary by the West door.  If you prefer, he can meet you in the parking lot, and you 
don’t even need to get out of your car.  Just park in the parking lot and call the church (245-8919) for him to come 
out.   

Prayer on Zoom: 
Weekly on Wednesday 
nights 
During Lent, join us on Zoom 
immediately following our midweek 
service for a time of prayer.  Share 
joys, sorrows, and prayer requests as 
we pray with and for one another.  
Use the Zoom ID 838 6676 4239 
with the passcode “prayer.” 

Midweek Lenten Evening Prayer: 
Expressions of  Lament 
Do you have a song, poem, reading, or piece of art that particularly 
captures the spirit of Lament?  Perhaps one that reminds you that God 
is with you?  If so, we’d love for you to share it with us!  This year our 
Lenten midweek services will be online at 7:00 p.m.  Worship will 
consist of music and prayer, but instead of a sermon, you are invited to 
share your music, readings, and art.  Contact Pastor Adam if you would 
like to participate, and he will coordinate with you further.  And please 
join us for these services as they are great opportunities for us to lament 
together and submit our grieves to the power of God.   

A Cross of  Lament and Hope 
Throughout the season of Lent, the church will be open 
for you to come and spend time in prayer.  A special 
station will be set up by the altar where you can tack your 
prayers and laments to the cross and light a devotional 
candle.  The candles will last for seven days and remain at 
the cross until they burn out.  Come during office hours 
(Tuesday-Friday, 9:30-1:00) or on Wednesday evenings 
from 5:00-7:00.   



 

  

Consider a Small Group this Lent 
The quote on the cover article reminds us that, “in isolation, the power of pain grows more ominous and hurtful 
and must ultimately be submitted to the power of our Holy God.”  Consider connecting through a small group 
this Lent!  A number of opportunities are available for prayer, Bible study, and book conversations.  Dates and 
times have not been set but will be planned when we know who is interested in participating.  Contact the church 
office if you are interested in participating or even leading one of these groups.     

Dwelling in the Word  
Reflect on a scripture reading together while 
considering the questions, “What do I notice?  What 
makes me wonder?  How do I feel God calling me to 
respond?” 

“The Color of  the Night” 

This classic by Gerhard E. Frost includes 86 short 
reflections inspired by the biblical Job.  Each reflection 
begins with a quotation from Job and wrestles with the 
difficult issues that we face during times of crisis, such 
as trust in God, the meaning of life, and fairness in the 
world.  With questions for reflection and discussion, 
this thoughtful book is ideal for individual and group 
study in Lent or for personal devotion. 

“The Shack” 
Mack’s youngest daughter, Missy, has been abducted 
during a family vacation and evidence that she may 
have been brutally murdered is found in an 
abandoned shack deep in the Oregon wilderness.  
Four years later in the midst of his Great Sadness, 
Mack receives a suspicious note, apparently from 
God, inviting him back to that shack for a weekend.  
Against his better judgment he arrives at the shack on 
a wintry afternoon and walks back into his darkest 
nightmare.  What he finds there will change Mack's 
world forever.  In a world where religion seems to 
grow increasingly irrelevant The Shack wrestles with 
the timeless question, "Where is God in a world so 
filled with unspeakable pain?”  The answers Mack 
gets will astound you and perhaps transform you as 
much as it did him. 

“40-Day Journey with  

Maya Angelou” 
Maya Angelou is hailed as one of the great voices of 
contemporary literature, having authored twelve best-
selling books, including I Know Why the Caged Bird 

Sings.  In this slim volume, the legendary wisdom of 
this American poet, educator, historian, actress, 
director, and civil-rights activist is clearly evident in 
her own words.  Editor Henry French selects forty 
inspiring passages for readers to ponder while taking a 
spiritual journey with Maya Angelou.  

“Never Said a Mumbalin Word” 
In this unique devotional, author Mark Bozzuti-Jones 
takes the reader on a spiritual journey through Lent 
and Holy Week.  The focus is on the Spirituals, 
through which the reader comes to understand the 
bright sadness of Lent.  This title helps readers pave a 
path of rededicating their lives to God.  Meditations 
and spiritual exercises will enrich and empower your 
faith as you encounter the Christ who suffered and 
died, and who seeks to live in and with you. 

“Tuesdays with Morrie” 
This is the story of author Mitch Albom’s experience 
in spending time with his dying college professor and 
mentor, Morrie Schwartz, learning some final lessons 
on how to live.  After a crazy year, maybe it’s time to 
learn from Morrie and one another how to see this 
world as a more profound place and reflect on how to 
make our way through it.   

“Reflecting the Glory: 
Meditations for Living Christ’s 
Life in the World” 
Award-winning Bible scholar, N.T. Wright challenges 
us to live the life of Christ.  How can we become the 
people through whom God heals and reconciles the 
world?  Fifty-three meditations for Lenten reflection 
and a study guide lead us through this seven-week 
study. 



 

 

“Thank You!”     Even before I became the custodian at Faith, I would take my vacation the last 2 

weeks of September.  For the last 25 years, John and I have worked the blacksmith shop at the Prairie Land 

Heritage Museum for the steam show.  This year, however, was different.  The steam show was cancelled, and 

John and I spent our vacation with Covid-19.  John was much worse than I was.  He ended up staying in the 

hospital for 6 days with pneumonia.  This was a very stressful time for us both physically and financially.  It was 

also a time of receiving overwhelming love and support from so many at Faith Lutheran.  We are so very grateful 

for all the prayers and love shown to us.  A special thank you to Pastor Adam Dichsen, Renee Leifheit, Owen 

Spray, Patty Nelson, Jack Andras, Paul, Mary, and Sarah Scheerer, Keith and Lucy Crossin, Rodney and Bonnie 

Wallace, and all those who wished to remain anonymous.  We are so thankful to be a part of the Faith Family.  

Thank you all and God Bless, John and Diane Craig 

Dear Faith Lutheran Church,  

Thank you very much for your continuing ministry!  I 
especially appreciated the Epiphany service and went 
to look at the planets with a simple pair of 
binoculars.  I also appreciate the “assignment” each 
week and have worked on it.  Your ministry has 
greatly nurtured me in these days when our little 
congregation can’t meet in person. 

In Christ’s Love, Pastor Barbara Stroud-Borth 

Notes of  Gratitude 
Every week we receive cards in the mail from visitors to our online worship services.  Thanks to your “21st Century 

Evangelism” and inviting others to worship, we are reaching so many people!  Here are a few notes of thanks.. 

Dear Faith Lutheran Church,  

Your donations this last year are so greatly appreciated!  
We couldn’t do what we do without you.  So many 
people are in stress, and your recognition of that is 
acknowledged.   

Spirit of Faith Soup Kitchen 

Dear Faith Family, 

I have been enjoying your weekly online 
worship services.  Thank you for being 
such a blessing by showing love and 
light in this dark and crazy time!! 

Yours in Christ, 

Wendy Haase 

Thank you so much for the continued church 
services on Sundays.  Don and I have enjoyed them 
so much!  Everyone stay safe and healthy. 

Carolyn Kilver 

Dear Pastor Adam, 

We are so grateful for the opportunity to worship 
online with you!  We continue to be impressed 
with the creativity of you and your team in 
bringing God’s message into our homes! 

Gratefully, 

Brenda, Jim, and Emily Fletcher 

Pastor Adam, 

Ann and I have really enjoyed Advent Allegro this 
year.  The music and video were both excellent.  
They brought back many fond memories of the 
year we were there.  A particular memory was the 
concert that young Fiona gave in her grandparent 
Jokisch’s house.  What a treat for us.  Thanks and 
love to you all. 

Paul Schwartzkopf 

Thank you all for your leadership, service, and 
inspiration this year.   

God bless and Peace be with you, 

Melinda Carlson 



 

 

Food Center 
 

The Jacksonville Food Center is busy, as usual, but 
with many new people coming for help.  This is not 
unexpected, as the pandemic affects many jobs and 
earnings.  During the Christmas season, the Food 
Center was very busy preparing and providing for a 
happy Christmas.  211 families were given Christmas 
food boxes at a cost of $5,755.44.  Distribution was 
handled carefully, with just a few recipients allowed in 
house at a time.  Many businesses donate to the 
Jacksonville Food Center regularly: Wal-Mart, Aldi, 
County Market, and the Browns Berry Bread 
Pepperidge Farms Company.   

 

Faith Lutheran donations to the Food Center for 
December were:  food $  20.10 

                      cash $310.00 

Altar Plants  (donation appreciated) 

In October, we began replacing our altar flowers 
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  
or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com), and send 
your check made out to Faith Lutheran Church 

(1385 W. Walnut St.). 
 

Feb.   7  By Carol Rauen in memory of 
  Dave & Shirley Guse 
         &  Open for donation 

 

Feb. 14  Open for donation  
         &  Open for donation 

 

Feb. 21  Open for donation 
         &  Open for donation 

 

Feb. 28   Open for donation 
         &  Open for donation 

A Point to Ponder by Elaine Chapman 

Cocoon or Hammock? 
 

My cousin Donna is a parish nurse and almost 72 
years old.  Both she and her husband contracted Covid-
19.  At one point she had difficulty breathing and was 
taken to the emergency room.  After treatment she was 
able to return home, but is still recovering.  Knowing 
that many people are praying for her, she visualized a 
cocoon of prayer enveloping her in care.  She sent the 
following message today: “I woke up this morning at 
9am without an alarm!  That’s a first.  My first coherent 
thought was ‘I feel like I’m resting in a hammock that’s 
made of prayers.’  [The fibers] feel so soft, but I know 
they are strong and woven together tightly.  There are a 

few shiny gold ones that sparkle in the sun, but most all 
are a soft creamy warm white.  What a great thought to 
wake up to !”  
 

Donna went on about her day of playing with her 
dog, baking bread in the breadmaker, and cooking 
spaghetti.  As a real lover of nature, she also enjoyed 
some time outdoors.  She continued, “Now I’m tired 
but breathing OK.  I’m not sure if this is a result of the 
antibiotic I’m taking, but I’m sure a lot of it is coming 
from my special hammock.”  Another lovely image –  
and a good one to think about when we know that 
people are praying for us – enveloping us in the cocoon 
of a loving God, supporting us in a hammock of God’s 
loving arms in God’s beautiful creation. 
 

Thanks be to God. 

Calling All 

Musicians 
Our online worship schedules are 
providing ample opportunities for 
musical gifts.  If you would like to 
share your gifts and talent through 
special music, contact music 
coordinator Jacob Smetters 
(faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com) 

♫ 

Financial  

Assistants 

Feb.   7  Karen Sibert 

                 & Larry Sweatman 

Feb. 14  Barb Davenport  

                 & Lisa Horton  

Feb. 21  Naomi Hahn  

                 & Craig Miller  

Feb. 28  Paul Hubbard  

                 & Mike Oldenettel  

Attention All Singers 
The Faith Choir is meeting in person – 
please join us at 7:00pm on Thursdays, and 
bring your friends.  Social-distancing style 
short rehearsals take place in the sanctuary.  
Songs are recorded and premiered during 
Sunday morning services.  There will also 
be small-group and a few virtual choir 
opportunities as well.   
 

Any questions, contact Jacob Smetters 
(faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com).   
All are welcome! 



 

 

Discipleship Group 
 

Faith’s Discipleship Group is not meeting in person at this time.  However, if you 
would like to study the gospel lesson for the coming Sunday, the ELCA Daily Disciple-

ship weekly Bible Study Guide is available free online at:  https://elca.org/
dailydiscipleship.   
 
Or, let Renee Leifheit know if you would like a hard copy mailed directly to you. 

Doorbell Dinners… 
 

Faith members and friends delivered Doorbell Dinners in January.  
Thank you to Pat Glyshaw, Lynette Hamilton, Char Hubbard, Karen 
Sibert, Elisha Miller, Dustin Leifheit, and Larry and Laura Sweatman for 
generously serving our community through this service opportunity.  We 
were blessed with better-than-average January weather throughout our 
week of service.   
 

Our next week of Doorbell Dinner delivery service will be  
May 31-June 4.  

 

Please let Renee Leifheit know if you are interested in serving. 
drleifheit99@gmail.com 

Crosswalk.com is an online Christian living magazine seeking to provide applicable, educational, and 

entertaining content to followers of Jesus Christ regardless of where they are in their respective spiritual 

journeys.  Crosswalk believes that the Christian faith isn’t just for Sunday mornings in church; our faith 

informs every issue we face every day of the week.  Crosswalk seeks to provide content to people who are 

seeking to determine what living Christianity day-to-day means in their own lives. 

Growing in Faith   

Consider these wonderful opportunities to grow in faith this winter! 
 

• Dwelling in the Word - a no-prep study to ponder, “What do I notice?  What makes me wonder?  How is 

God calling me to respond?” 
 

• Zoom Book Study - gather on Zoom on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. to read, reflect, and share.  Contact Kathy 

Trenter, Glen VanderKloot, or Karen Dean for more information. 
 

• Matthew Bible Study - take an in-depth dive into the Gospel of Matthew in this Explorer’s study with Todd 

and Deb Burrus.  Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom or in-person.  
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