
 

 

But don’t let these challenges dominate your mind in 

these waning days of 2020.  Recall the blessings, the 

positive outcomes, and lessons learned.  The gift of 

family time in an age where we have been so separated 

from one another, the renewed hope of racial justice as 

voices are lifted and heard, access to quality healthcare, 

and the power of friendship and significance of a letter 

or phone call, and new ways to worship and “be the 

church” to glorify your God who supports and sustains 

us day by day.  “What a year!” 

As this year comes to a close, how do you plan to mark 

it’s passing?  Traditions are forced to change again this 

year, so I invite you to start a new one.  Let’s come 

together in prayer.  Let’s lay our burdens of the past at 

Jesus’ feet and give him thanks and praise for the 

blessings.  Let’s seek God’s grace as we begin a new 

year and open our hearts to its potential for healing and 

life.   

Join us for a Zoom prayer meeting  

from 5:00-6:00 p.m. on December 31. 

I will share prayers and scripture, 

and you are welcome to bring your own.  

Time will be allowed for spontaneous prayer 

as we bring our blessings and desires to God. 

Pray with your lips or silently, silently in your  

hearts, or simply be present together. 

Please consider joining me as we bring in the new year 

with prayer, and may God bless us and all in 2021. 

Pastor Adam 

 
Email the church office by 12/30 for help setting up. 

Meeting ID: 812 4743 9359  Password: prayer 

Praying in the New Year 
By Pastor Adam 

One of my favorite Christmas traditions takes place 

on Christmas day, after the kids have discovered what 

awaits under the Christmas tree; as toys are being 

played with, books are being read, and movies are 

being watched, Karen and I snuggle up on the couch 

and go through the Christmas cards we have received.  

It is a joy to catch up with friends, seeing pictures of 

their families and hearing stories of their year.  A 

common thread that has run through them all… 

“What a year!” 

Each family has their own version of how this year 

has been for them.  Jobs lost, new hobbies found, 

painful isolation from family, the discovery of zoom 

and facetime, grieving the death of loved ones, 

welcoming new life with new additions to families… 

after reading them all, they were right… “What a 

year!” 

I know that many can’t wait to close the door on 

2020, eager for a new year with hopeful anticipation 

that a new calendar page will bring with it relief from 

the struggles and challenges of the last 365 days.  And 

it has been hard.  A pandemic that has affected every 

single person around the entire globe.  Riots and 

protests sparked by the renewed awareness that 

racism persists and continues to infect us all.  Loss of 

financial security as the livelihoods of many have been  

deemed unsafe.  An election year filled with vitriol  

that continues to threaten our democracy on a 

national level and divide our families.  Throw in some 

fires and floods, hurricanes and earthquakes, and all I 

can say is… “What a year!” 
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What a Christmas Celebration! 

Advent Allegro 
Online 

This year’s Advent Allegro concert series took full 
advantage of our virtual platform.  While the Ferraros 
and JHS Choirs were able to record in our sanctuary, 
Fiona Shea and the Chicago Church of Christ Choir 
submitted their music electronically for us to include 
them in our series.  We also were able to spread our 
viewership far and wide, increasing our participation 
and including friends and family from across the 
country!  Funding for this year’s series was provided by 
Thrivent Action Team grants and remaining funds from last year.  You can still view the concerts any time you 
would like, and they are easily found on Faith’s Facebook page and YouTube channel.   

Christmas Eve Concert 
While we couldn’t fill the sanctuary with the 
wonderful sounds of our own musical 
offerings, we were able to fill your homes!  Our 
Christmas Concert this year included a 
wonderful selection and is a perfect soundtrack 
to your Christmas celebration.  Listen to it 
anytime on Faith’s Facebook page and 
YouTube channel.  Thank you to Jean Welch 
and Jacob Smetters for making it happen! 

Fireside Nativity Drama 
The Fireside Christmas Eve service we started last year went 
through a transformation this year, moving online as well.  
While taking place inside of one of Pastor Adam’s cookie-
induced dreams, we hear the story of Jesus’ birth from the 
perspective of the innkeeper and his wife.  Filled with music, 
scripture, and drama, it is a great way to hear the story again 
for the first time.  Many thanks to Jacob Smetters for writing 
and directing and for all who shared their acting skills… even 
Frank the donkey!  This service can still be viewed on Faith’s 
Facebook page and YouTube channel.   



 

  

Christmas Eve and Morning Worship 

One could never replace the experience of worshiping together in 

the sanctuary, singing carols in the warm glow of candlelight… but 

this year we sure did our best.  We involved more people than ever 

by including over 60 volunteers in singing, lighting candles, reading 

scripture, sharing the peace, and more.  The early premier times on 

Facebook and YouTube allowed for people to worship when the 

time fit best for them.  And the online platform made it possible 

to include family and friends from across the country.  Many 

thanks to all who helped make these possible!  These services will 

continue to be available on Faith’s Facebook page and YouTube channel.   



 

 

Worship News 

Altar Plants   

(donation appreciated) 

In October, we began replacing our altar 
flowers with plants that remain for the 
entire month.  If you would like to 

donate, please call or email the church 
office (245-8919 or 

faithlutheran62650@frontier.com), and 
send your check made out to Faith 

Lutheran Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 
 

Jan.   3  Carol Rollefson Rauen in loving  
     memory of Gladys Cox 
         &  Open for donation 

 

Jan. 10  Open for donation  
         &  Open for donation 

 

Jan. 17  Open for donation 
         &  Open for donation 

 

Jan. 24   Open for donation 
         &  Open for donation 

 

Jan. 31  Open for donation  
         &  Open for donation 

Annual Reports 

Anyone who would like to have an Annual Report included in the 
Annual Report Packets for 2020, please have your report to the 
church office (by e-mail is preferred) by January 12.  The Annual 
Meeting will be held on January 31, and we need time to duplicate 
the reports into a packet. 

In an effort to care for one another, the Church Council has decided to continue to keep our 
worship services online only until further notice.  Please join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

on Facebook or YouTube.  Invite your family and friends as we share the good news with all! 

Sundays in the Season of  Epiphany 

Epiphany means “glorious appearance or manifestation.”  January begins the season of Epiphany as our 

readings help us see more clearly who Jesus is and what it means for us to be called to follow him.   

We begin on January 3 as we are reminded again that Jesus is the Word incarnate.  On January 10, Jesus emerges 

from his baptismal waters to the voice of God proclaiming him as God’s beloved son.  On January 17, Jesus 

begins to call his disciples as his message begins to go viral, spreading from person to person.  On January 24, 

we see that Jesus gives his followers a mission and new identity as fishers of people.   

Joyous Light Evening Prayer 

We return to our Joyous Light Evening Prayer liturgy beginning on January 

6.  You may remember this liturgy from the summer as it calls us to 

worship Jesus Christ, Light of Life, who shines on all of God’s people.  The 

backdrop of bright sunlight, lush green trees, and the warm waters of Lake 

Springfield may seem out of place, but perhaps we will need a bit of 

warmth and light in the midst of the dark and dreary days of winter!  The 

services are available on Facebook and YouTube. 

Growing Together - 2020 Fall 
Stewardship 

Many thanks to all for your financial commitment and support to 
our ministry at Faith!  We exceeded our goals this fall be receiving 
52 pledges, a significant increase from the year before.  Because of 
this strong response, we received both of our challenge gifts totaling 
$5,000.  Whether you submitted a pledge or not, please continue to 
support our shared ministry through time, talents, and treasures.  
Each of you helps to strengthen and continue our witness and love 
to one another, our community, and the world! 

Offering Envelopes for 2021 

Offering envelopes are available at the church.  Please come by the 

church office on Monday, Dec. 28, Wed. Dec. 30, or Jan. 5-8 

between 9:30-1:00 to pick up your envelopes.   



 

 

Food Center for January 
I have no news about the distribution statistics concerning the Christmas 

boxes offered by the Food Center every year at this time.  Numbers were not 

finalized at the time of this writing.  Just know that many families will be very 

thankful to be able to celebrate this holiday with the blessings of abundant 

food.  Money donations to the Food Center for November were $260. 

Celebrating the Saints  In recent months, a number of our saints had joined the church triumphant.  

We remember and hold in our hearts the following members of our Faith Family: 

Financial Assistants 

Jan.   3  Barb Davenport  

                  & Karen Sibert 

Jan. 10  Lisa Horton  

                  & Karen Sibert 

Jan. 17  Craig Miller  

                  & Mike Oldenettel  

Jan. 24  Naomi Hahn  

                  & Craig Miller  

Jan. 31  Barb Davenport  

                 & Larry Sweatman 

Elizabeth 

Beranek 

Chuck 

Dillard 
Wanda  

Kimler 

Marilyn 

Mann 

Betty  

Mosley 

Corrine 

Orchard 

A Point to Ponder by Elaine Chapman 

It’s been an Advent to remember, that’s for sure!  We’ve all missed getting together at church for worship and 

fellowship.  There have been no big Thanksgiving dinners with family and friends, and there won’t be any 

Christmas parties, dinners, carol sings, or festival services.   
 

During this time I have been taking “Survey of Church History” taught by Dr. Chris Repp on Zoom.  It’s been 

very interesting and the 2,000 pages of reading quite challenging.  The stories of persecution of the church by 

religious leaders and monarchs – and by the church, such as the Crusades – are not pretty.  Philosophical and 

theological issues often resulted in wars.  The wealth of the Church far eclipsed that of the general population, 

many of whom lived short lives in desperate poverty.  And don’t forget all the plagues!   
 

Yet, through the work of the Holy Spirit the Gospel has persisted and has been spread throughout the world.  We 

thank God for those throughout history who have risked life and limb to spread the Good News.  Through the 

current pandemic, we give thanks for Pastor Adam, Jacob Smetters, Jean Welch, Steve Varble, Kris Roth, and all 

the others who have led us through the challenges of “virtual” church.  Through video, many in our Faith Family 

have contributed to our worship services and classes remotely.  It has been wonderful and life-affirming to see 

each other’s faces, hear each other’s voices, and worship in our homes.   
 

God has been with us all during this crazy year, and God will be with us in the next!  Thanks be to God.  

Thank You Ken Finkle! 
Ken has decided to retire from his position as church Treasurer, a service 

he has offered since 1979!  We are grateful to God for Ken’s gifts and 

commitment to our ministry.  The Treasurer responsibilities moving 

forward will be shared by Barb Davenport and Martha Krohe. 



 

 

Growing in Faith   
Consider these wonderful opportunities to grow in faith this winter! 

 

• Dwelling in the Word - a no-prep study to ponder, “What do I notice?  What makes me 

wonder?  How is God calling me to respond?” 

• Zoom Book Study - gather on Zoom on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. to read, reflect, and share.  

Contact Kathy Trenter, Glen VanderKloot, or Karen Dean for more information. 

• Matthew Bible Study - take an in-depth dive into the Gospel of Matthew in this Explorer’s 

study with Todd and Deb Burrus.  Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom or in-person. 

Discipleship Group 
 

Faith’s Discipleship Group is not meeting in person at this time.  However, if you would like to study the gospel 
lesson for the coming Sunday, the ELCA Daily Discipleship weekly Bible Study Guide is available free online at:  
https://elca.org/dailydiscipleship.  Or, let Renee Leifheit know if you would like a hard copy mailed directly to 
you. 

Doorbell Dinners… 
 

Faith is responsible for Doorbell Dinner delivery January 4-8. 
 

Please prayerfully consider serving our community  

through this service opportunity.   

We will need five drivers and five riders each day  

to fulfill the needs of the five routes covering the Jacksonville community.   

Please let Renee Leifheit know if you are interested in serving.  

drleifheit99@gmail.com 

Crosswalk.com is an online Christian living magazine seeking to provide applicable, educational, and 
entertaining content to followers of Jesus Christ regardless of where they are in their respective spiritual 
journeys.  Crosswalk believes that the Christian faith isn’t just for Sunday mornings in church; our faith 

informs every issue we face every day of the week.  Crosswalk seeks to provide content to people who are 
seeking to determine what living Christianity day-to-day means in their own lives. 
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