
 

 

“…by and large we are increasingly distant from 
one another.  Social media is both a blessing and a 
curse in this dynamic: it makes it easier for 
disparate individuals to connect around shared 
interests, but it also alienates us from our place and 
those immediately around us.” (p.94) 

This past month I officiated Taylor and Melissa Joehl’s 
wedding, and their mothers 
selected two Bible readings to 
share.  One of them caught my 
attention as not just Jesus’ call to a 
married couple, but for us all, 
especially when healing is needed. 

“12As God’s chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience.  
13Bear with one another and, if 
anyone has a complaint against 
another, forgive each other; just 
as the Lord has forgiven you, so 
you also must forgive.  14Above 
all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together 

in perfect harmony.  15And let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in the one body.”  – Colossians 3:12-15 

My mom’s shoulder was an important part of the body 

to her, and she did all that she could to strengthen it.  

Each of you is an important part of the one body of 

Christ (you are chosen, holy, and beloved!), so take 

time for some intentional work to strengthen one 

another and the entire body.  Take time for healing. 

 

Healing 
By Pastor Adam 

This past spring, my mom had a bad fall, broke her 
arm, and needed shoulder replacement surgery.  Her 
timing was great… she was the last orthopedic surgery 
in her hospital before the initial Covid lockdown!  As 
my brother (an occupational 
therapist) and his wife (a physical 
therapist) provided daily care for 
her throughout her recovery, I 
realized the importance of 
healing.  The investment of time 
was crucial to the strengthening 
and function of her shoulder, 
time that was not spent going 
back to her daily tasks, but time 
that was intentionally focused on 
t e n d e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t 
concentrated on long-term 
healing.  

November brings a presidential 
election unlike any I have seen in 
my life.  While I will not 
venture a guess at a Trump or Biden victory, I am 
certain of the outcome: a need for healing.  Just as 
the investment of time following a medical procedure 
is crucial to the life of the patient, we are in need of 
intentional healing that is crucial to our life together. 

I urge you, whether you are pleased or disappointed 
with the outcome of the election, engage in acts of 
healing.  Refrain from hurtful interactions on social 
media, but seek out community where you can speak 
and listen in ways that are respected and show respect.   
Consider this quote from “Sustaining Hope” by 
Timothy Charles Murphy (read by our book study 
group in October): 
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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 



 

  

New Worship Times 

With the daylight savings time change on November 1 and the way “the times” are changing around us, this 

seemed like the best time to make the shift.  Join us for any or all of the following Sunday morning worship 

opportunities: 

9:00 a.m. - In-person communion service with a blend of traditional and contemporary liturgy and music 

(masks and social distancing required). 

9:30 a.m. - online worship with a blend of traditional and contemporary music and communion on the 1st 

Sunday of the month. 

10:30 a.m. - In-person communion service with a blend of traditional and contemporary liturgy and music 

(masks and social distancing required). 

The 9:00 and 10:30 services are intentionally the same to spread out our worship attendance as we limit sanctuary 

seating to 50 people.  Following guidelines from the Illinois Department of Public Health, we are beginning to 

incorporate singing in our in-person worship services 

“Home for Christmas” 

Worship plans are underway for Advent and Christmas under the theme, “Home for Christmas.”  While some 

services will be in person, we will continue to offer services online through the season and need your help!  We 

will include volunteers from Faith helping lead portions of the worship services from their homes, possibly around 

a Christmas tree or nativity set.  We are looking for greeters, acolytes, readers, and more.  If you are interested in 

helping, contact the church office.   
Faith’s Own Advent Devotional Book 

Faith will be publishing our own Advent devotional book 

again this year, and we want to include your stories!  Tell 

us one or more of the following: 

1) A favorite Christmas memory. 

2) A favorite Christmas song or movie and why. 

3) A favorite Bible verse and why. 

4) A favorite Christmas church experience and why 

5) Have more?  Send a photo too!   

Submissions are due November 22, and books will be 

delivered in “Advent Kits” to all.   

Advent Allegro 

We will continue our tradition of our Advent 

Allegro concert series and are excited to see it grow 

as we offer it online.  Concerts will be on 

Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16, and 23 at noon on 

Facebook and YouTube and will include the 

Chicago Church of Christ Choir, Ferraro family, 

Fiona Shea on Violin, and the Jacksonville High 

School choirs.  This will be a great outreach and 

opportunity to share this music with friends and 

family around the world! 

All Saints Sunday 

On Sunday, November 1, in our in-person and online services, we 

will remember the saints among us who have died in the past year.   

Members of Faith include: 

Elizabeth Beranek     Ruth Bose     Pat Burnette     Rand Burnette 

Norma Detmer     Wanda Kimler     Betty Mosley     Jim Squibb 

Mildred Strawn     Marilyn Mann 
 

Baptisms at Faith include: 

Elliot Snodgrass     Grayson Routh     Millie Long 



 

  

Growing in Faith  Consider these wonderful opportunities to 

grow in faith this fall! 
 

• Dwelling in the Word - a no-prep study to ponder, “What do I notice?  What 

makes me wonder?  How is God calling me to respond?” 

• Quilting Group - gather in the great room on Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. to 

work on your own project or a quilt for charity.  Non-sewers are welcome to 

help with cutting and tying.  Questions?  Contact Kathy Trenter 

(ektrenter@casscom.com) or Elaine Chapman (chapman@ic.edu). 

• Matthew Bible Study - take an in-depth dive into the Gospel of Matthew in 

this explorer’s study with Todd and Deb Burrus.  Sunday evenings at 6:00 

p.m. on Zoom or in-person. 

Growing Together 
2020 Fall Stewardship 

Last month’s stewardship article featured a visual depiction of a robust tree to signify growth… “Growing 
Together” in stewardship, so that our Faith Lutheran Church can, by your financial support, continue to grow 
and minister in many ways, to our congregation, community, and area. 
 

I might explain the photo of a panorama of three canvases.  Our Stewardship chairman, Dennis Backstrom, 
along with Pastor Adam, viewed a photo of it and suggested it be used in this month’s stewardship article.  
The tree surrounded in pink-colored cloud formation is a reminder of our “Growing Together”.  The whirling 
pink clouds throughout signify our inspiration to give of ourselves: by action, by time, and by financial 
support.  The rising sun of a new day tells us that God is with us.  His special creation, light, brings us to the 
realization that all can be renewed and nurtured.  The dark clouds depicted in the last canvas are resting on 
lighted horizon.  These clouds will disappear as the power of light changes them into white light reflecting 
puffs.  We also have power and input by providing financially to our church by our pledge.  Our pledges are 
an expression of intent to financially support our ministry at Faith.   
 

We celebrate the generosity of the people of Faith.  This year we are grateful to anonymous members of our 
congregation who are providing us with a challenge gift.  A gift of $2,000 will be given if 45 pledges are 
received.  Your pledge is an intent to give, as you are able, to further our ministry.  If 55 pledges are received, 
an additional $3,000 will be gifted when we celebrate our stewardship campaign on Dedication Sunday,  
November 22nd.  Stewardship materials will be mailed to you two weeks before this date. 
 

Please prayerfully consider your pledge and return it on or before November 22.  Matthew 6:21,  “Where 
your treasure is, your heart will be also”.   

Financial Assistants 

Nov.   1  Barb Davenport  

                  & Mike Oldenettel  

Nov.   8  Naomi Hahn  

                  & Karen Sibert 

Nov. 15  Barb Davenport  

                  & Paul Hubbard  

Nov. 22  Lisa Horton  

                  & Larry Sweatman 

Nov. 29  Craig Miller  

                 & Karen Sibert 
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     I thought this interview would be 

easy, because I know this person better 

than anyone else in the world.  Funny, 

but it didn’t make it any easier to write – 

maybe I know too much about her or 

maybe because it is tinged with a little 

sadness.  This will be my last interview 

for the newsletter.  I’ve put so many 

others in the hot seat, that I thought it 

only fair to put myself in the same 

position before I stop writing. 

     When I was little, we lived on a farm 

way out in the sticks of Brown County.  

There were 5 kids in the family, and we 

spent a lot of time climbing trees, 

playing in the ‘crick’, and riding horses.  

My nickname was “Speedy Gonzales” 

after the cartoon mouse who ran like a 

tornado.  My brother, Jerry, shortened it 

to “Speed”.  Seems when I was little, I 

was pretty fast.   

     We lived down in Ferguson Valley.  

The hills were steep and scared me 

every time we went somewhere.  One 

hill down the road was so steep that I 

had nightmares about it.  I dreamed we 

would get near the top, then it got so 

steep that the car would tip over 

backwards.   

     I was notorious for talking to anyone 

and everyone.  On our weekly Saturday 

trips to town to get groceries, the night 

would inevitably end with the family 

looking for me.  Most often, they would 

find me on the counter at The Penny 

Store talking to the salesclerks, or if we 

were at the Court House, in the sheriff’s 

office playing with the radio 

microphone.   

     My parents bought the Allis 

Chalmers/Minneapolis Moline imple-

ment business in Mt. Sterling when I 

was seven.  My favorite memories of the 

business were Open House (all the 

donuts you could eat) and helping my 

dad send out statements.  He had 

terrible handwriting, so it was always a 

challenge to figure out the names and 

addresses for the envelopes.  

    My mom spent hours playing games 

and doing crafts with my sister and me.  

She taught us how to clean house, cook, 

and sew.  She taught us so well, that 

when my sister and I took the Betty 

Crocker Homemaker of Tomorrow test 

as sophomores, we both won the award.  

The girls in the Home Economics 

classes were not happy with us! 

     My dad was a storyteller, and I loved 

to listen to his stories.  He grew up in 

the Depression and farmed with a team 

of horses.  When times got really tough, 

he and my uncle hopped trains and rode 

out West to find work.  Dad could fix 

anything, and he let me hang out with 

him when he was working on 

equipment or when he and Mom were 

doing a project in the house.  As a 

result, I grew up thinking I could do 

anything.   

     Picking strawberries at Clark’s 

Orchard was my first job.  We got ten 

cents a box and the best suntan ever.  It 

was a hot, steamy job.  When we 

complained about the heat or being 

tired, our boss, Betty, would say, “I’ll 

tell you when you’re tired.”  Betty never 

got tired, so we grumbled and kept 

working.   

     I worked in a bank for about ten years 

after high school.  I loved the interaction 

with people, but when I figured out that I 

was never going to be president of the 

bank, I went back to college and finished 

my degree in teaching.   

     For the next 27 years, I taught 

kindergarten and Pre-K.  Little kids are 

the best truth tellers, even when the truth 

is a little more information than you want.  

I have been humbled more than once by 

the truth coming out of a 4-year-old 

mouth!    

     The first day of school was always a 

challenge.  Some years were easy.  

Everyone, including parents, was happy to 

be at school.  Some years, I was peeling a 

screaming child from a parent’s arms, 

trying to console a parent sobbing in the 

hallway, promising “she’ll be okay in ten 

minutes, I’ll call you if she’s not!”, or 

chasing a 5-year-old down the front steps 

trying to catch him before he gets to the 

road and escapes.  Those years were not 

for the faint of heart! 

     Also not for the faint of heart were 

those times when a child came to school 

with lice, hungry, bruised, or dirty.  Those 

were the children who really tugged at my 

heart strings, and I shed tears more than 

once over those children.   

     My dad used to say, “Patty, you run in 

where angels fear to trod!”  Maybe so, but 

I’ve had some pretty cool experiences as a 

result.  I’ve driven a semi, jumped out of 

an airplane, learned how to snow ski, 

water skied on a slalom ski, been thrown 

from a horse, and climbed a mountain.  

Kayaking has been my passion for the 

past few years.  I love the camaraderie and 

adventure of finding new places to 

paddle. 

     I’ve had pets most of my life.  The pet 

love of my life is Angus.  Angus was a 

rescue from PAWS.  He was a scrawny, 

hairless, homely little thing.  He was 

stinky, had mange, canine staph (which 

caused my neighbor to call him Typhoid 

Angus), and ear mites, but I fell hard for 

that poor puppy.  A few months ago, I 

was talking with a friend about Angus and 

how adorable he is now.  She said, “Patty, 

you truly looked at Angus through a 

mother’s eyes.  He was the homeliest 

puppy and you thought he was beautiful.”   

     In 2012, I found Faith Lutheran 

Church.  I had been through some life 

challenges and was searching for a church 

that felt like home.  Faith was that home 

for me, and I claim the people as my 

church family.  I thank God every day for 

leading me to this church. 



 

 

Food Center for November 
It is time once again to donate to the Food Center/

Salvation Army Christmas food baskets.  The Salvation 

Army donates a ham or turkey per family, while the Food 

Center gathers the other foods needed for the rest of the 

dinner.  Below is a list of needed foods: 

canned sweet potatoes  canned corn 
instant potatoes  gravy mix (package or can) 
egg noodles   chicken broth 
canned green beans  cream of mushroom soup 
stuffing mix   macaroni and cheese 
canned fruit salad or fruit pumpkin pie mix 
evaporated milk  cereal   Jell-O   flour  sugar 
 

Items may be left in the Mission and Ministries Center next 
to the sanctuary.  Arrangements for safe delivery to the 
Food Center has been established.   
DEADLINE FOR DONATIONS IS NOVEMBER 20. 
CASH DONATONS ARE ALSO APPRECIATED. 
The donation to the Food Center for September was $190. 

Altar Plants  (donation appreciated) 

In October, we began replacing our altar flowers 
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  
or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com), and send 
your check made out to Faith Lutheran Church 

(1385 W. Walnut St.). 
 

Nov.   1  By Stephen & Sarah Wilson in memory of 
    Ila Mae Wilson Downs 
         &  Open for donation 
Nov.   8  Open for donation  
         &  Open for donation 
Nov. 15  By Gayla Smith on the anniversary of her 
    Mom’s death 
         &  Open for donation 
Nov. 22   By Carol Rauen in celebration of Annette 
    Kilver’s birthday on November 22 
         &  Open for donation 
Nov. 29  Open for donation  
         &  Open for donation 

A Point to Ponder by Elaine Chapman 

Happy New Year  
 

Yes, I know it’s not quite 2021, but the end of 

November brings Advent … a new year for the 

Church.  We often change the liturgy and the 

paraments to signify the change of seasons.  It is a time 

of anticipation …  
 

For Dennis and I, it will bring a particular change.  

After having considered it for a long time, we have 

decided to move to Dunlap, IL, where Carl and Helen 

and the grandkids live.  While we are certainly looking 

forward to being close to them, it is a tough move for 

us.  This community of faith has been a focus of our 

lives for over 25 years.  You have been there for us 

during tough times –  deaths of our parents, difficult 

diagnoses –  as well as the joyful times –  our children’s 

weddings, the births of our grandchildren, and more.  

We’ve enjoyed being  part of several building projects, 

the Confirmation program, committee initiatives, and 

many classes.  And the music!  From first organizing 

the choir in the “old” sanctuary, being involved in the 

first outdoor services (even at 50 degrees!), playing 

keyboard and organ, and singing at every opportunity, 

we have loved every minute of it.  Our faith has grown, 

and our hearts have been filled with your love and 

friendship.   
 

The good news for us, at least, is that Dunlap is only 

two hours away, so we will certainly be back to visit  

and continue to be involved, at least virtually ☺.  May 

God continue to bless you all!  

Calling All Musicians 
Our online and in-person worship schedules 
are providing ample opportunities for musical 
gifts.  If you would like to share your gifts 
and talent through special music for online 
services, in-person worship accompaniment, 
or vocal/wind instrument solo during in-
person worship services, contact music 
c o o r d i n a t o r  J a c o b  S m e t t e r s 
(faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com).   

Attention All Singers 
The Faith choir began rehearsing IN Person on the Faith Lawn 
in September; now we are rehearsing inside.  Please join us at 
6:00pm every Tuesday, and bring your friends.  Social-
distancing style short rehearsals take place in the sanctuary.  
Songs are recorded and premiered during Sunday morning 
services.  There will also be small-group and a few virtual choir 
opportunities throughout the fall as well.  Any questions, 
contact Jacob Smetters (faithjacobsmetters@gmail.com).  All 
are welcome. 



 

 

Discipleship Group 
 

Faith’s Discipleship Group is not meeting in person at this time.  However, if you would like to study the gospel 
lesson for the coming Sunday, the ELCA Daily Discipleship weekly Bible Study Guide is available free online at:  
https://elca.org/dailydiscipleship.  Or, let Renee Leifheit know if you would like a hard copy mailed directly to 
you. 

Doorbell Dinners… 
 

Faith is responsible for Doorbell Dinner delivery  
November 2-6 

 

Please pray for the Faith volunteers who will be serving the  
Jacksonville community throughout the week of this service opportunity.   

 

Faith’s next week of Doorbell Dinner delivery will be  
January 4-8.  

 

Please let Renee Leifheit know if you are interested in serving. 
drleifheit99@gmail.com 

Crosswalk.com is an online Christian living magazine seeking to provide applicable, educational, and 
entertaining content to followers of Jesus Christ regardless of where they are in their respective spiritual 
journeys. Crosswalk believes that the Christian faith isn’t just for Sunday mornings in church; our faith 

informs every issue we face every day of the week.  Crosswalk seeks to provide content to people who are 
seeking to determine what living Christianity day-to-day means in their own lives. 

 

Every day throughout November, Crosswalk will share one devotional from their archives about Thanksgiving, giving thanks, 
gratitude, or giving of ourselves.  

Check back every morning as you thank the Lord for your many blessings! 
 

https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/thanksgiving-devotionals/ 

Community Collection for Personal Needs Pantry 
Sponsored by the Jacksonville Area Conference of Churches 
 

The Personal Needs Pantry, hosted by First Baptist Church in Jacksonville, helps low-income families in our 

community obtain basic hygiene and household cleaning items during difficult times.  The Jacksonville Area 

Conference of Churches is proud to partner with this project during the months of October thru December. 
 

The Conference of Churches encourages the community and member churches to collect items and deliver them 

to the Pantry at First Baptist Church (1701 Mound Rd.).  Staff is available Mon-Fri, 9-11 am, or by appointment.  

The Pantry then distributes the items to those in our community who need help. 
 

We are also collecting the following items for the Pantry at Faith … look for the Blue Box. 

Household Cleaning: laundry detergent, household cleaners, dish detergent 

Paper Products:  toilet paper, paper towels, facial tissues 

Baby Items:  shampoo, lotion, powder 

Oral Care:  toothpaste, toothbrushes, denture cleaner 

Personal Hygiene:  shampoo, bar soap or hand soap, lotion and deodorant, shaving cream, razors, bandages, 

peroxide, feminine products, combs, brushes  
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