
 

 

pandemic and all, to make a home with us. 

This year we have the unique opportunity to reflect on 
the significance of God’s homecoming from our own 
homes.  Let’s be honest.  It stinks.  It feels unfair to 
cancel plans of gathering with family and friends, to 
cancel concerts and parties, and perhaps hardest of all, 
to not gather in the sanctuary with our Faith Family for 
worship.  Our hearts ache.  God’s heart aches.  And 
that ache is why God came in the first place.  While I’ve 

come to love the traditional trappings 
of Christmas as much as anyone, it’s 
nothing without recognizing and 
giving thanks that God has come to 
make a home with us in Jesus Christ. 

Read through this special edition 
newsletter to find all sorts of ways we 
can still celebrate together.  Spread 
the beauty and joy of music with our 
virtual Advent Allegro series.  Give 
love as we seek to help those without 
homes through our Reverse Advent, 
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois, 
and Salvation Army projects.  
Nurture tradition in your own homes 
by lighting an advent wreath and 
using our “Taking Faith Home” 
guides.  And join us in rich and 
meaningful worship as we gather 
online. 

In many ways, this Christmas stinks, but it most 
assuredly is not canceled.  Perhaps this is the Christmas 
we need to remember what it is all about.  

May God fill you with Advent Peace as God makes a 
home in your heart. 

Pastor Adam 

Home for Christmas 
By Pastor Adam 

The term “Home for Christmas” sparks nostalgic joys 
of coming home to delicious smells of cookies fresh 
out of the oven, trees trimmed with sparkling lights 
and ornaments, familiar carols on the radio, and 
gathering with family and loved ones.  Many a 
Hallmark movie has capitalized on the emotional 
attachments we have to this 
holiday… but none have included 
a scenario like this year.  Weary 
from nearly a year of living in a 
pandemic, it’s understandable to 
question Christmas’s reputation 
as “the most wonderful time of 
the year.”  Or maybe, as the 
poem, “2020 Isn’t Canceled” by 
Leslie Dwight that Karen Dean 
shared with us in a recent mission 
moment suggests, this year is an 
important opportunity for 
change.   Maybe i t ’s  an 
opportunity to peel back the 
pretty wrapping paper that 
Hallmark and others have 
covered it with and remember 
what Christmas is all about. 

Christmas is a celebration of 
homecoming.  In the person of Jesus, God took on 
flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14).  God made a 

home among us, starting in a stable.  There were no 
smells of freshly baked cookies, but manure… no 
carols or Manheim Steamroller, but the sounds of a 
braying donkey and singing angels… no twinkling 
strands of multicolored lights, but a single star that 
marked the spot where God had come.  That night, 
God entered into the messiness of our world, 
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In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 



 

  

Worship  
With  
Us 

Advent Evening Prayer 
Wednesday evenings have been a source of midweek 
reprieve with worship and prayer through the 
summer and fall as we have offered a variety of 
evening prayer services.  This Advent we debut a 
new setting led by piano and bells.  Join us on 
Facebook and YouTube on Wednesday nights at 
7:00.  Come by the church office for a bulletin or 
find one on the worship page of our website.   

Poinsettias If you would like to purchase a Poinsettia to help decorate 

the church for Christmas, please call (245-8919) or email 

(faithlutheran62650@frontier.com) the church (by December 18) and send 

your check/cash for $10.00 made out to Faith Lutheran Church, with a notation 

for Poinsettia, to the church (1385 W. Walnut St., Jacksonville, IL 62650).  

Please indicate if the poinsettia is in honor or memory of someone special.   

Christmas Eve 

Sunday Mornings in Advent 
Through the season of Advent, we will be worshiping online 
at 9:30 a.m.  Our theme is “Home for Christmas,” and we 
will be reflecting on what it means for God to make a home 
with us and how we can make a room for Jesus in our lives. 

November 29 – Isaiah 64:1-9 – “Homecoming” 

December   6 – Isaiah 40:1-11 – “A Way Home” 

December 13 – Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 – “A Home for the Nations” 

December 20 – 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 – “A House for God” 

Candlelight 
Worship 
We will certainly miss the 
opportunity to worship 
together in the sanctuary, but 
we can still worship together.  
Join us on Facebook and 
YouTube for our traditional 
Christmas Eve Service of 
Lessons and Carols.  Set 
aside some bread and wine 
or grape juice if you would 
like to participate in Holy 
Communion, and bring a 
candle to light and join in 
our carol sing, complete with 
Silent Night/Night of 
Silence.  This service will 
debut at 2:00, but will be 
available to watch anytime 
after.   

12:00 p.m. - Nativity Service  
  1:30 p.m. - Concert - 1:30 p.m. 
  2:00 p.m. - Candlelight Worship -  

All times are for 
when the event will 
debut on Facebook 
and YouTube, but 

you can tune in 
anytime after. 

Fireside Nativity Service 
Last year we added a “Family Friendly Fireside 

Service” on Christmas Eve.  With the limits of 

Covid, we found a very special way to bring 

the Christmas story into your home.  What’s 

so special, you may ask?  The Innkeeper has a 

story to tell.  Not just any Innkeeper, the 

Innkeeper that witnessed the birth of Jesus 

Christ.  With this live presentation, everyone 

will hear the story of the birth of Jesus from 

the Innkeeper’s perspective.  There will be 

music, singing, dancing, and something for 

everyone.  This service will debut at noon, but 

will be available to watch anytime after. 

Christmas Eve 
Concert 
Give the gift of music this 
Christmas and submit a 
recording for our pre-service 
concert.  Contact Jacob 
Smetters or Jean Welch for 
more information, and please 
h a v e  y o u r  r e c o rd i n g 
submitted by December 15.   
The concert will debut at 1:30 
before our Christmas Eve 
service, but will be available 
to watch anytime after. 



 

  

Advent Allegro 

Growing Together - 2020 Fall Stewardship 
November 22 was our Dedication Sunday as we received pledges committing to “Grow Together.”  It is your 
generous sharing of God’s generous giving that helps us to grow as a congregation and nurture the faith growth of 
one another.  Thank you to all who have submitted their 2021 pledge; if you have not yet done so, please bring it 
by the church office.  As of November 23, we have received 40 pledges, meeting our initial challenge goal of 40!  
Since we have reached this goal, a challenge gift of $2,000 has been given.  If we reach our goal of 50 pledges, an 
additional gift of $3,000 will be given.  Thank you for your support to our ministry.  Every gift and commitment to 
faith formation makes a 
difference as we Grow Together.  
If you would like more 
information on how you can 
make a pledge, contact the 
church office.  

Artwork by Lillian Korous  

Remember the saying that when one door closes, another opens?  We have 
had to close the door on in-person concerts this year, but we are opening an 
even bigger door!  Our Advent Allegro concert series will continue this year 
online.  Due to our virtual format, we are able to include artists from around 
the country and have the potential to welcome guests from around the world.  
Here is our lineup: 

December 2nd – Anna and Bethany Ferraro, hometown favorites, on piano 
and violin. 

December 9th – Fiona Shea, granddaughter of Robert and Rosemary 
Jokisch, on violin. 

December 16th – Jacob Smetters and the Jacksonville High School choirs. 

December 23rd – the Chicago Church of Christ virtual choir.   

Join us on Wednesdays at noon on Facebook and YouTube.  To invite your 
friends, direct them to our Facebook page, YouTube channel, church 
website, or email the church office for a clickable link to share. 



 

 

Virtual Angel Trees 
Usually the gathering area is full of gift tags for Lutheran 
Child and Family Services and the Salvation Army Angel 
Tree.  While 2020 has changed how we are doing things, the 
need to love and help others remains.  Here are some 
options for giving this Christmas season while we stay 
"home for Christmas"  

Call the Salvation Army (245-7124) to adopt a child from 
their Angel Tree or donate to their kettle campaign.  

Make a donation to help Lutheran Social Services of 
Illinois’ foster care and family support programs.  $20 
provides warm winter boots for a child, and $25 
provides a Christmas present. 

 Or give to any organization of your choosing 

2020 has been a year to remember, so let's not forget those 
who need our support. 

Reverse Advent Project 

We invite you to anticipate our Christmas at home by 

participating in this year’s Reverse Advent Project.  We will 

once again partner with our sister congregation in Virginia, 

Grace Lutheran Church, this year in support of the charity St. 

Vincent dePaul.  Our usual plans and traditions have changed 

so much this pandemic year, but we give thanks for the warmth 

and safety of our homes as we celebrate the birth of Christ.  We 

know that many others face homelessness or the loss of their 

homes in the days ahead.  We are reminded that Jesus was born in a manger when there was no room elsewhere.  

We know that the Holy Family would soon have to flee, becoming refugees, in search of a safe place to call home. 

St. Vincent dePaul is inspired by Gospel values and witnesses to God’s great love by living out charity and justice.  

It recognizes the sad reality of the pandemic and the fact that it continues “to impact our most vulnerable 

neighbors most.”  The local organization is particularly supportive of those who find themselves in a housing crisis 

and works with Faith and other congregations to help those in need. 

This year, shopping is not a viable option for our Reverse Advent, but needs abound.  We can help to meet those 

needs by making a daily donation during Advent.  We hope that you might commit to at least $1 a day (of course, 

more is always welcome!) for a total of $25 during the Advent season.  Use the envelope enclosed in this mailing to 

collect your donation.  If you would rather, you could enclose a check to Faith Lutheran Church (note “Reverse 

Advent” in the memo).  There will also be house-shaped banks for children to contribute their gifts to the project 

available at the church.  If you have questions or need help, please contact Karen Dean at dean@ic.edu. 

Advent Outreach 

Doorbell Dinners… 
 

Faith is responsible for Doorbell Dinner delivery January 4-8. 
 

Please prayerfully consider serving our community through this service opportunity.  We will need five drivers and 
five riders each day to fulfill the needs of the five routes covering the Jacksonville community.  Please let Renee 
Leifheit know if you are interested in serving.  drleifheit99@gmail.com 

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of the  

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me. Matthew 25:40 

Use the enclosed envelope for your 

donations and bring it to  

Faith after  

Christmas 

about:blank
about:blank


 

 

Food Center for December 
A large accumulation of food donations from our church, 

totaling $74.50, was recently delivered to the Food Center.  

The money donations to the Food Center for October 

totaled $245. 

The Christmas boxes for registered community members 

will be distributed December 15 and 16.  Boxes will be 

made up ahead.  To be safe and avoid a heavy influx of 

people, eight people will be allowed to enter for pickup at a 

time, with 20 minutes between to reload.  The Food Center 

has had a very busy year, but has been successful in 

providing much help for our residents.   

Altar Plants  (donation appreciated) 

In October, we began replacing our altar flowers 
with plants that remain for the entire month.   

If you would like to donate,  
please call or email the church office (245-8919  
or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com), and send 
your check made out to Faith Lutheran Church 

(1385 W. Walnut St.). 
 

Dec.   6  By Carol Rauen in memory of 
    Roger Hadley 
         &  Open for donation 
Dec. 13  Open for donation  
         &  Open for donation 
Dec. 20  Open for donation  
         &  Open for donation 
Dec. 27   Open for donation  
         &  Open for donation 

Community Collection for Personal Needs Pantry 

Sponsored by the Jacksonville Area Conference of Churches 

The Personal Needs Pantry, hosted by First Baptist Church, helps low-income families in our community obtain 

basic hygiene and household cleaning items during difficult times.  The Jacksonville Area Conference of Churches 

is proud to partner with this project during the months of October thru December. 

Deliver items and to the First Baptist Church (1701 Mound Rd.).  Or bring the following items to Faith and look 

for the blue box: laundry detergent, household cleaners, dish detergent, toilet paper, paper towels, facial tissues, 

baby shampoo, baby lotion, baby powder, toothpaste, toothbrushes, denture cleaner, shampoo, bar soap or hand 

soap, lotion and deodorant, shaving cream, razors, bandages, peroxide, feminine products, combs, brushes  

Home for Christmas 

For the past several years, we have offered a Faith ornament for you to take home on Christmas Eve.  But this 

year we will be “Home for Christmas” when we gather virtually to worship the birth of our blessed Savior.  So, 

we have planned a special craft project that focuses on “home.”  Members have prepared plain wood house 

forms for you to decorate as you would like.  They are available for safe and easy pick-up at the church—plan to 

get your Advent Wreath and candles at the same time!  Below are possible suggestions for how you might 

decorate your home block.  Make it as simple or detailed as you like.  Use items you have on hand, and let your 

creative juices flow!  There is no wrong way to do this.  Find the perfect place to display it in your own home.  

Send us a picture of your finished project, and watch for some decorated homes in our services during Advent. 
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“In response to God’s grace flowing through Christ, we 
grow in faith and show Christ’s love.” 

From Coffee Bar to Advent Buffet 

Home piggy-banks to collect 

offerings to support our Reverse 

Advent St. Vincent DePaul and 

LSSI foster care efforts. 

Wooden blocks to take home and 

decorate as a craft keepsake for our 

2020 “Home for Christmas” season.  

Send a picture for us to share, and 

look for more homes in our Advent 

and Christmas recordings.   

Bring your offerings and 

pledges to church and place 

them in this box or mail 

them to the office anytime. 

Faith’s handmade Advent wreaths have 
been a tradition in many of our homes 
each year.  If you would like to light 
candles through the Advent season this 
year, come by and pick up your wreath 
and a fresh set of candles.   

Taking Faith Home guides provide devotions, conversation 
starters, daily readings, service projects, traditions, and more.  Find 
them on our website (under “Faith Formation,” password “faith”) 
or at our Advent Bar  Utilize this great tool along with your advent 
wreath as we take faith home for Christmas this year! 


