
 

 

just as it should be… but then the ache rises and 
returns.  Nothing makes the ache go away… except for 
Christ! 

God led me to Hebrews 13:8 one morning when the 
ache was unbearable, “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, and today, and forever.”  Did you know that?  

Did you know that when plans 
change, routines change, lives 
change… Jesus Christ is the 
same, yesterday, today, and 
forever?  God’s presence 
doesn’t change.  God’s love 
doesn’t change.  God’s 
promises to the church don’t 
c h a n g e ,  a n d  G O D ’ S 
PROMISES  TO YOU 
DON’T CHANGE!!!   

God knew I needed to 
remember that.  To remember 
that a global pandemic is a 
mosquito on the neck of God, 
a tick on the eternal clock.  It 

doesn’t go unnoticed.  God knows the pains felt around 
the globe and grieves the losses that we all have faced, 
but God doesn’t miss a step in continuing to fulfill 
God’s promises of the fullness of life that is lived in the 
grace of Jesus Christ. 

Does my heart still ache?  Yes.  Loss and suffering 
continue.  The way of life and worship that I so loved 
has changed.  But I find great comfort, I find great 
confidence, and I find great hope in knowing that Jesus 
Christ is the same, and yesterday, today, and forever. 

I know your hearts ache too, Faith Family!  Know that 
you are not alone.  Know that you are loved, by God, 
and by your pastor. 

My Heart Aches 

by Pastor Adam 

My heart aches.  There is no other way to put it.  It 
aches with that feeling that creeps up the back of my 
throat, the feeling that tears could come at any 
moment, the feeling that I’ve 
gotten too good at pushing 
back down.  When it comes 
to family, church, and pretty 
much everything in life, four 
months of living “off the 
map” has taken its toll… and 
I know I’m not alone.  Many 
have had to make more 
sacrifices, more adjustments, 
more rescheduled events, and 
have faced more losses and 
more disappointments.  Yes.  
My heart aches. 

My heart also skips a beat 
with joy when I think of 
worshiping together on August 2nd and in the weeks 
to come!  To see YOU instead of a camera lens, pray 
with you, laugh with you, and to place the body of 
Christ into your hands is something I’ve been so 
longing for… but I also know that you may not be 
there.  You may feel safer continuing to worship 
online as the risk of illness may be too great.  I 
support you and affirm your decision… but you will 
be missed because I love you in the love of Christ.  
Yes.  My heart aches.   

There is nothing I have found that makes the ache go 
away.  Sure, there are times it subsides.  A visit with 
good friends, a family night filled with fun and 
laughter, a good book, or a restful night’s sleep when 
for a few fleeting moments of waketime the world is 

Faith Family 
News 

August 2020 
 

In response to God’s grace flowing  
through Christ, we grow in faith  

and show Christ’s love. 



 

 Page 2                   In response to God’s grace flowing in Christ, 

Purpose Driven Life on Zoom 
Join Todd Burrus and others for a discussion of the 

book “The Purpose Driven Life” and prayerful 

reflection on God’s promise and presence in our lives.  

Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m. 

“Taking Faith Home” with 

Pastor Linda Strader 
 

Join Pastor Linda Strader and the folks in her “Three 

Saints Parish” for a weekly reflection on the “Taking 

Faith Home” insert, Fridays at 9:00am via Zoom.  

Email her for an invitation at strader.linda@gmail.com.  

You can find your insert on the Faith Formation page 

of our website.  Use password: faith.   

Zoom is a video conferencing service where 

participants can see and hear one another.  All you need 

is a smart phone, tablet, or computer with video and 

microphone and a free Zoom membership at 

www.zoom.us.  Email Pastor Adam if you would like a 

tutorial on how to set it up and use this service. 

“Dwelling in the Word” 

Mondays at noon 
The Central/Southern IL Synod of the ELCA is 

launching a new initiative to engage our congregations 

in biblical reading and reflection every week.  Each 

Monday, Glen VanderKloot will read a passage from 

the upcoming Sunday’s readings and ask, “What did 

you notice?  What made you wonder?  How do you 

feel God’s Spirit calling and nudging you?”   
 

Email faithlutheran62650@frontier.com  

for a Zoom invitation.   

Men’s Prayer Group…  

it’s never been so easy! 
Have you ever wanted to give our Men’s Prayer Group 

a try, but just can’t get out the door early in the 

morning?  Join us from the comfort of your home!   

We meet Wednesdays at 7am to share where we have 

seen God in our week and lift up our praises and 

prayers.  Email faithlutheran62650@frontier.com  

for a Zoom invitation.   

ZOOM with us! 

Beginning August 2nd, we will be offering a mix of online and in-person worship on Sunday mornings. 

8:30 a.m. – Brief service of Holy Communion outdoors (weather permitting) 
When worshiping outdoors, masks are optional.  Bring your lawn chairs or sit in our spread-out seating.  Upon 
arrival, check in at our welcome table to ensure you have had no contact with a Covid patient, any Covid 
symptoms, or a fever of 100.4oF or higher, and to give your name and for contact tracing purposes only.  For 
communion, come forward to receive the bread from Pastor Adam (masked and gloved) and a prefilled cup of 
wine or juice. 

9:30 a.m. – Full online service on Facebook and YouTube 
Our complete, blended worship service will remain online for all.  We will include communion on the first 
Sunday of each month (August 2nd included) for all to participate with their own bread and wine/juice from 
home.  If you are unable to worship online at home, a viewing station has been set up in the Great Room. 

10:30 a.m. – Brief service of Holy Communion indoors 
When worshiping indoors, masks are required.  Upon arrival, check in at our welcome table to ensure you have 
had no contact with a Covid patient, any Covid symptoms, or a fever of 100.4oF or higher, and to give your 
name and for contact tracing purposes only.  An usher will seat you or your family in a pew distanced from 
others by 6 feet.  For communion, come forward to receive the bread from Pastor Adam (masked and gloved) 
and a prefilled cup of wine or juice. 

Worship in August 
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Even while social distancing… 

OUR MINISTRY CONTINUES! 
Online Worship 

It’s not the same as gathering in our building, but 

it’s still gathering for church, as the church,  

to be the church!  Join us online via Facebook, 

YouTube, or our website, Sundays @9:30am. 
 

We are looking for volunteers to be greeters, 

readers, and acolytes.  If you would be willing 

to submit a recording for these portions of the 

service, please let us know. 

Food Center for August 
The Food Center has been blessed by donations 
from the community and grants.  In the last several 
months, the Food Center is in the wonderful 
position where total money taken in is greater than 
expenses.  HOWEVER, NEEDS WILL GO UP 
WHEN FOOD STAMPS AND GOVERNMENT 
STIMULUS CHECKS ARE USED UP.  

The Food Center administrator Melissa Hall and 
Assistant  Administrator Christy Martin are also 
managing the summer program “Take It To The 
Streets”, going to Grace Methodist Church right 
after the Food Center closes at noon.  For reasons 
concerning the pandemic, the children come to 
Grace Church daily to pick up their meals.  80 are 
prepared every weekday using food packaged and 
provided at low cost or donated from 5 
restaurants.  For safety, this project has been 
simplified from 60 to 70 people prepping 
sandwiches and snacks each day for the next day 
and delivered to several stations throughout 
Jacksonville.  Good works and love from Melissa 
and Christy for continuing a wonderful project 
from past years. 

Faith’s June contribution was:  $470.00 

Continue to Give 
We have been blessed by the generosity of our members and 

also many guests through this time of sheltering.  As you are 

able, please continue to support Faith and other essential 

ministries.  You can give any of three ways to Faith: 

1) Mail a check to the church. 

2) Make a recurring donation through our bank (contact 

the church office for an application). 

3) Make a donation online on our secure website. 

New “Joyous Light” Evening Prayer Worship 
Many have joined us on Facebook and YouTube for our weekly Holden Evening Prayer on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  Beginning August 5th, we will be using a new liturgy called “Joyous Light.”  
It is a beautiful, contemporary setting of our traditional evening prayer liturgy.  Thanks to Devon 
Lehmkuhl (guitar), Jacob Smetters (vocals), Jean Welch (keyboard), and Melissa Street (flute) for 
their musical gifts.  Please join us for these services, and invite a friend to worship with you.   

LSSI’s 140-Mile Challenge 
Join LSSI (Lutheran Social Service of Illinois) in a 140-mile 
race to raise awareness for the 140 weeks that children in 
Illinois spend in the foster care system, 60 weeks longer 
than the national average.  With its 153-year history as a 
leader in child welfare, LSSI is working closely with the 
Department of Children and Family Services to help reduce 
the time children spend in care.  You can be a part of the 
solution, too! 
ACT – commit to an action this month (140 miles run/

walk/bike… or laps around your living room). 
TELL – tell others what you are doing to spread the word 

about this important effort. 
PRAY – pray while you are in action for the foster 

children and families served by LSSI. 
GIVE – give on line at Faith or LSSI (https://

www.lssi.org/140mi-race.php) or mail a check to Faith 
Lutheran Church with ‘LSSI 140-Mile Challenge’ in 
the memo line.  Funds raised will support LSSI's 
programs to serve children, their families, and their 
foster families. 

CELEBRATE – on Saturday, August 29, meet at 
Community Park at 10:00 a.m. for a 1-mile walk with 
our friends at Central Christian Church who are 
joining us in our efforts.   

about:blank
about:blank


 

 

Meet Our Members: 

Kay & Sharon Woodworth 

Interview by Patty Nelson 

 

 

 

 

 

    Sharon is the second child and the 
only girl in a family of four children.  
She grew up in Jacksonville and on a 
small farm near Jacksonville.  “My 
mom liked to move.  She moved a 
lot.”  After high school, Sharon 
attended business college for a short 
time.  She got a job right away as a 
chair-side dental assistant and worked, 
on and off, for 20 years with the same 
dentist.  She worked for Dr Cary 
Andras as a bookkeeper for 20 years 
and retired in 2006. 
     Kay grew up in Barry, Illinois.  
Kay’s dad worked for the railroad.  
The day before Kay’s parents got 
married, his dad did two days’ work in 
one day.  He unloaded two railroad 
cars and 100 tons of coal, so he could 
have the next day off to get married.  
     Kay had two brothers and three 
sisters; one brother died at birth, and a 
sister died of pneumonia at 9 months.   
     Kay’s dad, Walter, was a big man.  
He joined the Marines during the 
Korean War and weighed 135 pounds.  
Kay grinned, “I was going to come 
home as big as my dad.”  When he got 
out of the Marine Corps, he still 
weighed 135.  
     Kay was sent to South Korea.  
“The fighting was over by the time I 
got there.  I was a truck driver.  It may 
sound pretty mundane, but I got to 
see the whole countryside.  I enjoyed 
watching the people and how they 
farmed.” 
     When Kay got home from the 
service, he worked in a rock quarry for 
7 years.  He learned how to set off 
dynamite.  “It did a number on his 
ears.”  In 1964, Kay got his union card 
and went to work on road 
construction.  He ran every piece of 
equipment they had:  cranes, 
bulldozers, motor graders.  Finish 
work with the motor grader was his 
favorite.  “He could finish to a 
fraction of an inch.”  When Interstate 

55 was built from Springfield to 
Lincoln, Kay was the boss of the job.  
His most challenging job was digging 
the cells for the land fill at Taylorville.  
“They had to be finished like a golf 
course.  There’s a tremendous amount 
of work that goes into building a 
landfill.”  Kay and Sharon also owned 
a dozer for 3 years.  “There’s a real 
advantage of working for the other 
guy, retirement, worker’s comp.”  
From his first job at 14 until he retired 
in 2000, Kay never called in sick.  He 
never hurt himself or anyone else on 
any job.   
    

Kay and Sharon were married in 1972. 
They’ve been married for 48 years and 
lived in the same house all those years.  
Both had previous marriages.  They 
built their home on Vandalia Road right 
after they were married.  “We wanted to 
start fresh in a place that didn’t have 
memories for either one of us.”  Sharon 
had 2 little girls, Krista and Amber, 
when she and Kay got married.  Three 
years later, Valerie was born.  “We’ve 
always been happy living out here, 
raising our girls and enjoying nature.” 
     Sharon was raised Presbyterian.  She 
and her brother had 9- and 10-year pins 
for perfect attendance in Sunday 
School.  “We did not miss!”   
     Kay had not been raised in the 
church.  “When we got married, it was a 
difficult time in our lives because of our 
previous marriages breaking up.  Kay 
saw how much my faith meant to me, 
and he wanted that for himself.”  He 
began coming to church and was 
baptized.  “As a ‘baby Christian,’ Kay 
needed a place where he could learn 
gospel.”  They found that place at the 

Methodist church.  “We had Bible study 
at our house for years.”  After Valerie 
began pre-school at Salem Lutheran, the 
family joined Salem and stayed there 
until Valerie went to college.  “The first 
reason we came to Faith was because 
we could go to outdoor service in our 
street rod clothes, go to church, then go 
on to a street rod show.  We love Faith, 
and it was meant to be.” 
     Kay has always “played with old 
cars.”  Wood working was always a 
hobby.  He’s built cars and furniture.  
Sharon laughed.  “We built our Woody 
downstairs in the family room.  It was 
down there for 4 years.  When I would 
vacuum, I vacuumed under the car.  
When I dusted, I dusted the car.  The 
frame (a Model A frame) was there, so it 
was car sized.  We had to take it apart to 
get it out of the basement.”  Kay cut 
down the curly maple trees (tiger striped 
maple) himself.  They seasoned for 20 
years in the garage.  He did all the dusty 
work in the garage.  “I made nine 
thousand trips up and down the stairs!”  
The Woody was featured in Street Rodder 
magazine, the Time magazine of street 
rods.  “It was really an honor.”  One 
year at the National show in Louisville, 
the Woody was chosen as the feature 
car from 14,000 entries.  The Woody 
was also featured on Illinois Stories by 
Mark McDonald.  
     Sharon loves the Olympics.  “I love 
every event.  I would watch it 24/7 if I 
could.”  She also loves Christmas.  “My 
girls call me the Christmas Elf.  They all 
still come home, and I wrap.”  Kay 
laughed, “Oh, does she wrap!” 
     Another thing Sharon loves is 
writing.  She wrote the three-page article 
for Street Rodder and writes beautiful 
poems.  (Author’s note:  Sharon did not 
share this with me, but I felt it needed 
to be part of her story.) 
     They have planted every tree in their 
lovely yard, including a fragile mimosa 
tree which bloomed gloriously this year.  
Kay raises a vegetable garden.  Sharon 
likes flowers.  She has pretty flowers all 
around the house, from gladiolas, to 
balsam, to love in a mist.  “We’ve had 
so many beautiful days out here this 
summer.  They seem to be more special 
this year.  It’s so easy here to see the 
wonder of God in the tiniest thing.” 



 

 

FLOWERS  ($15.00 per vase) 

Aug.   2  By the Roth family in celebration of 
               Sam’s birthday on August 3 
         &  Open for donation 
 

Aug.   9  By Carol Rauen in memory of Dave Guse 
         &  Open for donation 
 

Aug. 16  Open for donation  
          &  Open for donation 
 

Aug. 23  By the Finkles in celebration of Ken’s birthday  

          &  Open for donation 
 

Aug. 30  Open for donation  

          &  Open for donation 
 

We are still receiving altar flowers from Barber 
Florist, and they are visible on the online services.  
If you would like to donate a vase of flowers, 

please call or email the church office (245-8919 or 
faithlutheran62650@frontier.com), and send your 
check for $15 made out to Faith Lutheran Church 

(1385 W. Walnut St.). 

Global Missions 

Members of Faith participate on a board that oversees 

“Hearts United in God’s Service (HUGS),” a ministry for 

education and health of children in Uganda.  They 

currently have a $15,000 matching grant that will run 

through July to help them acquire land and build a school 

to educate 150 children.  To make a donation, visit 

https://www.hugsforuganda.com/.  As of July 29, 

HUGS has raised $12,700 towards their goal! 

A Point to Ponder by Elaine Chapman 

Where is God during this pandemic?  
 

This question was addressed in a (ZOOM) lecture 

series “Lament and Sustenance in the COVID-19 

Wilderness” presented by Dr. Fred Niedner.  During 

the first lecture, he discussed the meaning of 

wilderness; the Hebrew term for this can be translated 

as “the place beyond words.”   
 

This wilderness of a pandemic is a scary place –  

perhaps beyond words.  We are faced with so many 

unknowns: Will schools open this fall?  Will businesses 

recover?  When can we get together and hug our 

friends and families?  When will a vaccine against 

COVID-19 be available?  
 

The truth is this situation is not unique to our time.  

The Bible is filled with stories of being in the 

wilderness.  As a start, just consider Moses and the 

Israelites in the desert.  They have been in this exile for 

years, and they are not sure that God is still with them.  

Just imagine the conversations that must have taken 

place and the fear and frustration that they all felt.  Our 

more immediate forebears lived through many 

wilderness experiences: wars, tsunamis, hurricanes, the 

Great Depression, and more.  
 

God does not promise us lives without suffering.  

Consider the wilderness that Jesus felt in the Garden of 

Gethsemane and on the cross.  But God has promised 

to be with us, and God suffers beside us in every 

situation.  Our tears are God’s tears.  We are not alone, 

and we will get through this Together.   

Financial Assistants 

August   2  Barb Davenport & Paul Hubbard 

August   9  Lisa Horton & Mike Oldenettel 

August 16  Barb Davenport & Craig Miller 

August 23  Naomi Hahn & Craig Miller 

August 30  Karen Sibert & Larry Sweatman 

Calling All Musicians 
Our online and in-person worship schedules 
are providing ample opportunities for musical 
gifts.  If you would like to share your gifts 
and talent through special music for online 
services, in-person worship accompaniment, 
or vocal/wind instrument solo during in-
person worship services, contact music 
coordinator Jacob Smetters. 

Attention All Singers 
The Faith choir will be setting off in adventure with many 
opportunities to sing.  We will begin rehearsals IN Person on 
the Faith Lawn starting September 8th at 6:00pm and every 
Tuesday after.  Social distancing style short rehearsals will take 
place on the lawn to keep everyone safe.  Songs will be recorded 
and premiered during Sunday morning services.  There will also 
be small-group and a few virtual choir opportunities throughout 
the fall as well.  Any questions, contact Jacob Smetters.  All are 
welcome. 

https://www.hugsforuganda.com/


 

 

 

Faith’s Outreach 

Mission of  the Season:   

Support Education 
 

School may look a bit different for students of all ages this 
year.  Even with various changes in place, school supplies 
will continue to be necessary in any learning environment.   

 

Please support local educators through donations  
of all sorts of school supplies.   

 

In addition to the usual school supplies, students will also be 
expected to wear face masks while in attendance at a district 

facility.  Schools will need to maintain a supply of various 
sizes of masks to help meet this daily expectation.   

 

The Jacksonville Public Schools Foundation is requesting 
support to help supply schools with this resource.  

 

School supplies and masks may be left in the coat closet  
at Faith, or arrangements can be made  

to pick up your donations.  If you would prefer to 
contribute with a monetary donation,  

the shopping can be done for you.   
 

Let’s work together to help make this transition a bit easier 
for our local students, teachers, and families!   

from our Parish Life Coordinator 

Discipleship Group 
 

Faith’s Discipleship Group is not meeting in person at this time.  However, if you would 
like to study the gospel lesson for the coming Sunday, the ELCA Daily Discipleship weekly 
Bible Study Guide is available free online at:  https://elca.org/dailydiscipleship. 
Or let Renee Leifheit know if you would like a hard copy mailed to you. 

Doorbell Dinners… 

Faith is responsible for Doorbell Dinner delivery  
September 14-18.   

We will need five people willing to drive a route and five 
additional people willing to ride along and deliver the meals 

to the recipients’ front doors.   
Although the needs for this service opportunity have 

currently been fulfilled, we are always in need of last-minute 
volunteers.  Please let Renee Leifheit know if you are 

available to serve:  drleifheit99@gmail.com or 243-9173. 
The time commitment is typically from about  

11:15-1:00 each day. 
Join in the fun while serving others in our community! 
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