
 

 

has been the ability to see one another.  We are looking 
for regular greeters, readers, and acolytes willing to 
record themselves at home and submit their recording 
to be included in worship.  Jacob and Jean are 
organizing virtual choirs to sing from their own homes 
and provide us with beautiful songs in worship along 
with beautiful faces.  And while “Zoom” has kept some 
Bible studies, prayer groups, and meetings happening, 
we are offering a whole host of new opportunities to 
see one another and connect.   
 

As I shared in a 
Facebook video 
post this last week, 
it is so important 
t h a t  w e  b e 
committed to the 
work of nurturing 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
through this time.  
So many of you 
are making phone 
cal l s ,  sending 
cards, and running 
errands for one 
another.  That’s 
more powerful 

than 620 million tons/sec of nuclear fusion!  Keep it up 
as we stay committed to nurturing our relationships 
with God and one another.   
 

And I share a very special invite from Jacob Smetters.  
He is recording a beautiful song, “Standing in the 
Light,” and wants to accompany it with a slideshow of 
all of our pictures in our Ascension Sunday worship 
service on May 24.  Email in a photo of you, your 
family, your pets, by May 17.   
 

Thank you all, for shining the light of Christ!  
Pastor Adam 

A friend shared with me last week some staggering 
news.  Through the process of nuclear fusion, the sun 
converts 620 metric tons of hydrogen to helium every 
second!  This is the process by which the sun 
produces its heat and light.  And guess what… it never 

stops.  Even on a cloudy day, hidden out of sight, this 
process continues.   
 

As amazing as this 
is, I am even more 
amazed at the way 
Jesus the SON 
has been shining 
in the midst of 
our sheltering.  
Every week, our 
church office 
receives countless 
p h o n e  c a l l s , 
emails, Facebook 
messages, cards, 
letters, and even 
some donations 
from people who are touched by our online worship 
and ministry.  Many who typically worship with us on 
occasion are there with us every week.  Your friends 
and family, just down the road or on the other side of 
the country, are gathering with us around God’s 
Word.  We even have a whole church, Zion Lutheran 
from Mt. Olive, IL (Jean Welch’s hometown), 
worshiping with us!   
 

Yes, beyond the clouds that have settled, casting the 
gloom of a pandemic, the Son shines brightly!   
 

One of the great joys we have experienced in worship 

The Son behind the clouds... 
by Pastor Adam 
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In response to God’s grace flowing  
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Even while social distancing… 

OUR MINISTRY CONTINUES! 
Worship 

It’s not the same as gathering in our building, but 

it’s still gathering for church, as the church,  

to be the church!  Join us online via Facebook, 

YouTube, or our website, Sundays @9:30am. 
 

We are looking for volunteers to be greeters, 

readers, and acolytes.  If you would be willing 

to submit a recording for these portions of the 

service, please let us know. 

“Taking Faith Home” with 

Pastor Linda Strader 
 

Join Pastor Linda Strader and the folks in her “Three 

Saints Parish” for a weekly reflection on the “Taking 

Faith Home” insert, Fridays at 9:00am via Zoom.  

Email her for an invitation at strader.linda@gmail.com.  

You can find your insert on the Faith Formation page 

of our website.  Use password: faith.   

Continue to Give 
We have been blessed by the generosity of our members and 

also many guests through this time of sheltering.  As you are 

able, please continue to support Faith and other essential 

ministries.  You can give any of three ways to Faith: 

1) Mail a check to the church. 

2) Make a recurring donation through our bank (contact 

the church office for an application). 

3) Make a donation online on our secure website. 

Zoom is a video conferencing service where participants can see 

and hear one another.  All you need is a smart phone, tablet, or 

computer with video and microphone and a free Zoom 

membership at www.zoom.us.  Email Pastor Adam if you would 

like a tutorial on how to set it up and use this service. 

Book Group: “Inspired” by 

Rachel Held Evans 
 

“If the Bible isn’t a science book or an instruction 
manual, then what is it?  What do people mean when 
they say the Bible is inspired?”  When Rachel Held 

Evans found herself asking these questions, she began 
a quest to better understand what the Bible is and how 
it is meant to be read.  What she discovered changed 

her - and it will change you too. 
 

Pick up a copy, grab a bite to eat, and let’s chew 
together on Tuesdays at 6:00pm, starting May 12. 
Email faithlutheran62650@frontier.com for more 

information and a Zoom invitation.   “Dwelling in the Word” 

Mondays at noon 
The Central/Southern IL Synod of the ELCA is 

launching a new initiative to engage our congregations 

in biblical reading and reflection every week.  Each 

Monday, Glen VanderKloot will read a passage from 

the upcoming Sunday’s readings and ask, “What did 

you notice?  What made you wonder?  How do you 

feel God’s Spirit calling and nudging you?”   
 

Email faithlutheran62650@frontier.com  

for a Zoom invitation.   

Men’s Prayer Group…  

it’s never been so easy! 
Have you ever wanted to give our Men’s Prayer Group 

a try, but just can’t get out the door early in the 

morning?  Join us from the comfort of your home!  We 

meet Wednesdays at 7am to share where we have seen 

God in our week and lift up our praises and prayers.   

Email faithlutheran62650@frontier.com  

for a Zoom invitation.   

New ZOOM! 

Opportunities 
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Daily Inspiration 
 

Join us on Facebook for daily inspiration from your  

Faith Family: 
 

Mondays - Worship highlights from Pastor Adam 

Tuesdays - Family encouragement from Renee Leifheit 

Wednesdays - Faith Family News from Pastor Adam 

Thursdays - Very Important People from Karen Dean 

Fridays - Encouragement for Life’s Journey  

from Carol VanderKloot 
 

Share these posts with your friends to share the love! 

Food Center Menu for April 
 

Because of the Covid-19 lockdowns, the Food Center 

will be very busy as a result of school closings and loss 

of wages from various businesses shutting down.  The 

resultant lack of school lunches, and cash for food, will 

send many more to the Food Center for help.  I want 

to emphasize the huge need right now for additional 

food because of layoffs, shutdowns, and no 

opportunities for meals at school.  Please consider this 

as you share your blessings with others who are less 

fortunate.  Right now dollars are most needed to 

replenish what is needed.  The Food Center has been 

highlighted several times in the Journal Courier.  

Faith’s March food donation was:  $150 

Weekly Evening Prayer Worship 
Join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm for a 

traditional vespers service on Facebook, YouTube, 

and our website.  Bulletins are available online or by 

contacting the church office. 

FLOWERS  ($15.00 per vase) 

May   3  Open for donation 
         &  Open for donation 
 

May 10  By Kim & Pat Heise in celebration of  
              Drew Cornell & Arlo Heise 1st birthdays 
         &  By Char & Paul Hubbard in memory of Joe 
 

May 17  By Chad & Cindy Boehlke in celebration of  
              their 19th wedding anniversary 
         &   Open for donation 
 

May 24  By Carol Rollefson Rauen in loving memory  
             of Jeanette Brix 
         &   Open for donation  
 

May 31  Open for donation   
         &   Open for donation  

 
We are still receiving altar flowers from Barber Florist 
during the stay-at-home order, and they are visible on 
the online services.  If you would like to donate a 

vase of flowers, please call or email the church office 
(245-8919 or faithlutheran62650@frontier.com), and 
send your check for $15 made out to Faith Lutheran 

Church (1385 W. Walnut St.). 

Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, & Chocolate 

If you are missing your Fair Trade products these days, 

please call or email the church office.  We could either 

provide curbside delivery to your home, or you could 

pick up items at the church.  Kris Roth is in the office 

Tuesday-Friday, 10-12, and she could meet you at the 

door with your order.  Please make checks payable to 

Faith Lutheran with “coffee” in the memo line. 

Regular Coffee ($6.50) 

Midnight Sun (dark roast) 

Breakfast Blend (medium roast) 

Mind, Body, Soul (medium roast) 

Bright Day Brew (light roast) 
 

               Decaf Coffee ($7.50) 

               French Roast (dark roast) 

               Cozy Cup (medium roast) 

               Hazelnut Crème (light roast) 
 

Tea ($3.00)                            Chocolate Bars ($2.50) 

Earl Grey (regular)                 Caramel Crunch (milk) 

English Breakfast                   Very Dark 

      (regular & decaf)              Almond (dark) 

“Wee the Church” 
Join Wendy the puppet and her friends for a new 

children’s worship opportunity on Wednesday 

mornings at 9:00am.  We will sing, read scripture, pray 

and have fun!  Find us on our Facebook page, website, 

and YouTube channel!   

Virtual Hymn Sing 
We had a great response to our hymn sing last month 

and will do it again on Friday, May 8 at 7:00pm.   

Join us on Facebook and have your requests ready! 



 

 

Meet Our Members: 

Benji & Sandy Holmes 

Interview by Patty Nelson 

 

 

 

 
 

Sandy and Benji’s older sister were 

friends.  “We were rebels, and Benji 

wanted to hang out with us.”   Benji’s 

recollection differed a little.  “I was a 

sophomore at the time, and Sandy was 21.  

I was a jock in high school, and I didn’t 

care about girls at all until I met her. I 

chased her for a while.  My mom and dad 

were pretty strict and didn’t want me 

seeing someone that old, so I just did it 

behind their back.”  Benji’s mother passed 

the year before he and Sandy were 

married in 1990, but she gave them her 

blessing before she died.  They celebrated 

their 30th anniversary on April 28th. 

The first home Benji and Sandy lived in 

was a little, one-bedroom house in 

Havana.  “To this day, that is Sandy’s 

favorite house ever.”  They moved to 

Virginia, then to Jacksonville.  “We were 

young and wanted to do things,” said 

Sandy.  They lived on North Clay in a 

pretty rough neighborhood.  “It was 

entertaining!  We watched fights out in 

front all the time.”  Then, they got 

pregnant, decided that was no place to 

raise a child, and moved back to Virginia. 

One night, as Benji was remodeling the 

house, he fell through the ceiling all the 

way through to the kitchen.  In his 

frustration, he kicked the rest of the 

ceiling down.  “I wasn’t going to patch it, 

and I was going to have to fix it anyway, 

so I just kicked the rest of it down.  Sandy 

was NOT happy.”  She couldn’t stay in 

the house like that, so she had to live with 

her mom.  She told Benji, “You have 

three months to get this fixed!”  Benji 

worked long hours to get the job done in 

time to bring Brock home. 

When Brock was five, Benji’s two-year-

old nephew, Dalton, became a member of 

their family.  Then, Sandy found out she 

was pregnant with Hunter.  In nine 

months, they went from a family of three 

to a family of five. 

Benji worked at various jobs from the 

prison in Pontiac to working for building 

contractors. He now owns his own 

company.  Sandy managed several 

businesses including The Depot 

Restaurant (owned by Kevin Krohe’s 

family) and Dollar General.  She began 

driving the bus for Cass County Mental 

Health and now works with clients as 

well.  “I wasn’t sure about working with 

the clients at first, but now I wouldn’t 

give it up for anything.” 

Sandy and Benji became involved with 

Special Olympics through Sandy’s work.  

“I did it as a way to honor Hunter, to do 

something that I know he would be proud 

of me doing.  I would never stop now.  

The kids love us both to death, and we 

have a great time.  You become involved 

in their lives. They’re special people.”     

Benji shared his faith story.  “I had no 

faith prior to about a year and a half ago.  

Hunter passed away December 10th. 

Kevin Krohe asked if he and Pastor 

Adam could come talk.  I told him they 

could come talk to the boys and Sandy, 

but I didn’t want anything to do with it.  I 

didn’t pay any attention until things 

started happening to me – God moments.  

One of the first things that happened was 

right after Christmas my friend, Todd, 

wanted to trade trailers and was going to 

look at one.  For some reason I said, ‘I’ll 

go with you if you want somebody to ride 

along.’  I even mentioned to Sandy that I 

didn’t know why I said that.  Todd made 

the deal, and the guy asked for his 

address.  When Todd told him, he put his 

pen down and said, ‘Isn’t that the town 

where the boy got killed a few weeks ago?’  

I finally said, ‘That was my son.’  He said, 

‘My brother-in-law owns the truck.’  That 

was the very first moment that made me 

think I was put there for a reason.  So, 

I’ve met and spoken with the owner of 

the truck and the driver of the truck.  

Their church prays for us.  The man said 

the accident made him change how he 

acts towards his kids.  One night, Sandy 

and Dalton were outside talking about 

Hunter and where he was, was he in 

Heaven?  I came out and heard them 

talking, then words just came out of my 

mouth – ‘Hunter was already gone when 

that truck hit him.  God swooped down 

from Heaven and took him.’  Those 

words would never have come out of my 

mouth before.”    

Sandy took up the story.  “I believed, but 

I didn’t.  I don’t remember going to 

church when I was little, but there’s bits 

and pieces I remember.  Pastor Adam was 

a brave man to walk in this house.  He 

was persistent, never pushy, but he kept 

coming back.  We had known Kevin since 

he was a little guy working for me at the 

Depot.  Kevin stepped up and helped us 

through it.” 

Benji continued.  “The first time we were 

coming to church was Easter Sunday.  

The Thursday before Easter Sunday, our 

oldest son came to us and told us he was 

addicted to drugs, and he couldn’t deal 

with it on his own anymore.  We spent all 

day Sunday with him, then Monday 

morning, we took him to Cedarville, 

Tennessee to English Mountain where he 

stayed for thirty days to get clean.  We 

went to church the following Sunday.  

That was our first time ever in church.  I 

felt extremely uncomfortable because I 

hadn’t had faith. Looking back, now, I 

think I believed at one time.  My mom 

died when I was 17, and I think my faith 

died when Mom died.  It didn’t take long 

at Faith and it felt like family.  I’m a 

hugger and everyone hugged.  I liked it.”  

Sandy smiled, “I’m not, but I’m getting 

used to it.” 

As Sandy and Benji continued their story, 

it became apparent that even though they 

didn’t confess to have faith, they’ve been 

doing God’s work for a long time. “We 

always have someone living with us.  

We’ve always opened our doors to people 

having a tough time.  It’s just who we 

are.”   



 

 

Stewardship:  I See God ... 

I See God … Through Service 
 

     This spring, our stewardship focus is on service … 
what we do for others; what others do for us.  GOD IS 
PRESENT IN BOTH CHOICES. In this 
pandemic, we are experiencing ample examples of 
service to others: our nurses, doctors, grocery store 
employees and sanitizers, to name a few, but also by 
loving phone calls, texts, letters, cards, donations, and 
errands for others, to show  we care and are concerned. 

 

     The Bible reveals many instances where people see 
God through Jesus’ actions, but also in the loving 
actions of people who love, because God first loves us, 
and gives us His grace. After walking with the 
resurrected Jesus to Emmaus, the disciples did not 
recognize him.  In Luke 24:30-31, “When he was at 
table with them, he took the bread and blessed and 
broke it and gave it to them.  And their eyes were 
opened.”  Matthew 23:11, “The greatest among you 
will be your servant.”  I Peter 4:10, “Like good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one 
another with whatever gift each of you has received.”  
 

     Here at Faith, we have ample opportunities to serve 
others.  On the week of April 26, you will be receiving 
one of three letters: one inviting you to have a phone  

 
 
 
 

conversation with one of our Gift Guides to discuss 
ministry opportunities, one that outlines the areas you 
serve and asks if you wish to continue, and one that 
invites you to sign up for ways to serve.  Each envelope 
will include a brochure of the different ministry 
opportunities available at Faith.  Please indicate the 
ministry in which you wish to serve.  RETURN BY 
MAY 10th for our Dedication Sunday. 
 

The Stewardship Committee 

A Point to Ponder … by Elaine Chapman 

Ministry 
 

A topic in the new class “Christian Decision Making in 

a Digital Age” is the crucial role of ministry – and we 

are all called to minister to each other.  What is 

ministry?    
 

Luther Seminary professor Andrew Root* defines 

ministry as “an echo of God’s own personhood by 

sharing in the personhood of others.”  How can we do 

that in a time of social isolation?  
 

We must try to share that personhood in any way we 

can.  Right now, we can’t give a hug, but we could send 

a greeting by email, snail mail, or a phone call.  If we are 

on Facebook,  we are already in an on-line community.  

None of these are the same as a physical hug, but they 

 

 

 

 

 

ARE examples of communication and a recognition of 

the personhood in others – that is, ministry.  We can 

also donate to others’ ministries, do errands for those 

who cannot get out, and pray for all who are affected 

by this pandemic and social isolation.  Those of us who 

are under 65 years old (that would not include me ☺)  

can be a part of Doorbell Dinners or other social 

service activities.  The possibilities are endless!  
 

Lord, during these days of social isolation, remind us 

that we still have many opportunities to share the Good 

News as we support each other in our joys and 

concerns.  Strengthen us to do Your work with our 

hands.  Amen.  
 

*Andrew Root.  The Pastor in a Secular Age, Volume 2.  

Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2019.  

Artwork by Lillian Korous 



 

 

 

Sheltering ideas from our Parish Life Coordinator 
 

Mission of  the Month:  Spread Joy 
Are you wondering what you can do to reach out and support a member of Faith, a 

neighbor, or someone in need?  It’s hard to know what people need and how to go 

about being helpful right now.  One thing we ALL need is some JOY!!  We all benefit 

by receiving joy — and we are blessed tremendously by providing joy.  Here are a few 

simple outreach ideas to help brighten someone’s day!  If you’d like, send some 

pictures of you and your completed projects to Faith’s email address to keep 

some positive memories of these trying times.  Have fun!  Spread JOY!  

Faith Rocks! 

Decorate rocks and leave them in various 

locations outside others’ homes to 

unexpectedly brighten someone’s day.  Use 

paint, chalk, sharpies, or other materials to 

decorate the rocks, then cover the rocks in 

clear sealer to preserve the art.  If you’d 

like, you could write “FLC” or “Faith 

Lutheran Church” on the back of the rock.  

Faith Rocks! 

Chalk the Walk 

Spread some joy, positivity and 

inspiration by decorating 

someone’s sidewalk or drive-

way with uplifting and colorful 

messages. 

Faith Continues to  

Flow and Grow 

Repurpose a tin can into a planter!  

Rescue a can from your recycling 

collection and decorate it as you like.  

Fill it with soil and plant a flower, 

herb, or vegetable to deliver to 

someone’s doorstep as a sign that 

Faith is still flowing and growing.      

Members of our community continue to struggle in various ways.  If you are looking for a way 

to help, Faith will continue to collect laundry soap, dish soap, bleach, and all personal care items 

as an ongoing outreach effort for the Jacksonville community in cooperation with the Spirit of 

Faith Soup Kitchen.  Donations can be left on Renee Leifheit’s front porch (30 Eleanor Lane), 

or donations can be picked up upon request (drleifheit99@gmail.com or 243-9173). 

Doorbell Dinners… 
Even with the turmoil in our world right now, programs to help those in need remain in action.   

 

Faith is responsible for Doorbell Dinner delivery  June 1-5.  We will need five (5) people willing to drive a route 
and five (5) additional people willing to ride along and deliver the meals to the meal recipients’ front doors.   

 

Please let Renee Leifheit know if you are availabe to serve:  drleifheit99@gmail.com or 243-9173. 
The time commitment is typically from about 11:15-1:00 each day.  We will meet in the circle drive on the  

EAST side of Passavant, staying OUTSIDE of the hospital doors until the meals are ready.   

Please consider serving our community in this way!  
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