
 

 

more hours this month… and you 
didn’t even have to give up a kidney! 

So, back to my first question.  What 
would you do if you had more time?  
You have 28 days to reflect on it.  Really 
think about it.  Pray about it.  How 
would 24 hrs be best spent?  Do you 
need rest?  Does your soul need the 
nurturing of a good friend?  Have you 

neglected your 
family to get that 
project completed 
at work?  Is there 
some important 
task you’ve been 
putting off?  Has 
it been awhile 
since you have 
intentionally spent 
time with God?  

 

Well, this is your chance.  You have 
been given a whole day.  Don’t let life 
eat it up, but do something intentional.  
And then the next day, Sunday, March 
1, there will be a display at church where 
you can post what you did with your 
day.  

Enjoy planning how you will use this 
gift of more time, and maybe it will 
inspire you to rediscover the time you 
have each and every day.  We may not 
be able to add hours, but we can use 
them differently.  And as we use them 
differently, we will rediscover what a gift 
the present truly is.   

The Gift of  Time 
by Pastor Adam 

What if I told you I could give you an 
extra hour in your day?  “Sign me up!” 
right?  Most of us would give a kidney!  
We all wish we had more time.  But let’s 
be honest.  How would you use that 
time?  Sure, you’d probably begin using 
it wisely – for rest, 
reading, prayer, quality 
time with family and 
friends.  Give it a few 
days, though, and I’m 
sure it would change.  
I’d start thinking 
about another project 
I could do around the 
house, more ministry, 
or that Netflix series 
I’ve been wanting to 
watch.  Pretty soon, that extra hour 
would be absorbed into the ravenous 
reality we call “life.”  

But wait, what’s this?  Have you looked 
at your calendar recently?  Flip to the 
month of February, and there is 
something odd hanging out at the 
end… the number “29”.  Another day?  
Another day!  This year we have a whole 
additional day in February.  That’s right, 
happy leap year!  A leap year occurs 
every four years to help synchronize the 
calendar year with the solar year, or the 
length of time it takes the earth to 
complete its orbit around the sun, which 
is about 365.25 days.  We are given 24 
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A Point to Ponder … by Elaine Chapman 
 

New Testament Class  
 

Along with Doris Robinson and Pastor Adam, I am 

taking the class “Introduction to the New Testament 

for Everyone” taught by our own Bishop John Roth.  

Having been involved in the Church for my entire life, I 

thought I was fairly familiar with the New Testament.  
 

However, this class is introducing me to different 

approaches to the New Testament that I had never 

considered.  I’m reading the Gospels through the lens 

of my life experience —  that of an average, college-

educated, older, white woman from the American 

Midwest using the Oxford Annotated Bible in 2020.  

How might a young male factory worker in rural 1920’s 

Mexico view the same text in a Spanish translation of 

the King James Version?  Yet the words of the New 

Testament are meant for both of us —  indeed, for all 

of us.   
 

Another factor is the audience for whom the book was 

written.  Consider the text you sent recently to your son 

away at college.  What would those words have meant 

twenty years ago to your elderly German  friend?  The 

New Testament Gospel writers wrote for a particular 

audience, as well.  Mark’s gospel, written in a colloquial 

style, is directed at the early Christians who had 

experienced violent persecution (think Christians vs. 

the lions).  Ephesians was written by Paul to the 

Christian community in Ephesus; it is not 

interchangeable with Paul’s letters to Timothy.  
 

Whatever our background and language, the familiar 

words of the New Testament continue to speak to us 

today and encourage us to learn more.  Thanks be to 

God.  

On Sunday, February 2, we welcome Pastor Linda 
Strader as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
ordination of women in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  Linda was a member of our 
congregation from 1985 to 2017.  During her time at 
Faith, God richly blessed her with opportunities to 
grow and discern a call to ministry.  Since 2017, she 
has been serving the Three Saints Parish, a group of 
three churches in Lacon, Chillicothe, and Wyoming, 
Illinois.  Come and celebrate with the whole church 
what a wonderful contribution Linda and other women 
have made to the ministry! 

Matthew Trivia Night  
In January, our Faith Formation Team had another 
challenge for you:  as Matthew is the gospel of the year 
for our Sunday morning lectionary readings, all were 
invited to read the entire Gospel of Matthew during 
January.  To mark our congregational progress, we 
dropped pennies in a jar for each chapter read.  On 

Wednesday, February 5, our FLOW night (Faith 
Lutheran On Wednesday) will be a Matthew trivia 
night.  Don’t worry, the focus will not be on identifying 
Biblical scholars, but instead on education.   So, even if 
you haven’t read the entire gospel, come and learn!  
Come early for soup, salads, and sweets ... some food 
and fun on a cold February night.  Supper will be at 
6:00 p.m., and the trivia night begins at 6:30 p.m. 

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of  the Ordination of  Women 

Jacksonville Area Conference of  
Churches Collection 

 

Teachers pour out their heart and soul… and wallets… 
for their students.  Many purchase special supplies for 

their classrooms without reimbursement.  For January-
February, the churches of the JACC wish to show our 
appreciation to our community’s teachers by gathering 
some of these special items for their classrooms.  A list 
of items, as well as a box for collection, can be found in 
the Mission and Ministries Center.   
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Sunday Schedule 

8:15 a.m.  Contemporary Service 
9:30 a.m.  Gathering Time for All: 

Exploring Faith Practices 
10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ 

 

Blood Pressure Screening February 9 

Newsletter Deadline February 16 

Lenten Series: “Eyes on Jesus” 
 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated 
at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2) 
 
They say hindsight is 20/20, right?  This Lent, we will 
look back on Jesus through various characters in the 
gospels.  So often their eyes were clouded and confused, 
and they were unable to see him for who he truly was.  
Others, by faith, recognized him as the messiah, God 
with us.  This year, “Eyes on Jesus” will examine how the 
various people around Jesus viewed him – and how we 
should view Him.  We will “fix our eyes” on Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith.  We begin on Ash 
Wednesday, February 26, by looking at the “Misjudging Eyes” of the disciples, unable to see a woman’s anointing 
with costly perfume as a gift and anointing of Jesus to prepare him for his saving death.  In the weeks to follow, 
we will reflect on the “Betraying Eyes” of Judas, the “Sleepy Eyes” of Peter, James, and John, the “Denying 
Eyes” of Peter, the “Murderous Eyes” of the chief priests and scribes, the “Worldly Eyes” of Pilate, and more.  
Join us so that you can rightly see the saving work of God’s grace that is at work in us and all Creation through 

Work Day, Saturday, February 1 
The building project is complete, but there is still work to 
be done!  Join us on Saturday morning, February 1, from 
9:00-12:00 as we continue to finish up some remaining 
tasks.  We will especially need helpers to paint basement 
walls, wash the basement floor, move boxes and items for 
storage, and do some general clean up. 

 

Annual Meeting Recap 
On the cold morning of January 19, 51 voting members attended our Annual Meeting.  We reviewed reports from 
our ministry staff and committees, voted for new Council members, and expressed gratitude to our congregation 
and to God for the blessings of 2019.  Highlights of the meeting included the election of Paul Hubbard and Larry 
Sweatman as new members to the Church Council and Barb Davenport, Karen Sibert, and Craig Miller to 
continue their terms.  Following the meeting, the Council elected Craig Miller to continue as Council President, 
Ken Finkle as Treasurer, and Karen Sibert as Secretary.  The 2020 budget proposed by the Council was adopted, 
and a motion was approved to withdraw $12,000 from the Endowment Fund’s capital gains to be distributed to 
local charities, ELCA ministries, and capital improvement, using recommendations from the Parish Outreach 
Committee.  Annual Reports are available in the church office if you have not yet received one. 
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Meet Our Members 

Bonnie & Rod Wallace 

Interview by Patty Nelson 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Bonnie’s first comment was, “I don’t 
know why anyone would want to know 
about us, it’s all ‘fake news’ anyway.”  Rest 
assured, what follows is not ‘fake news’ 
but the story of a couple who have been 
married for 56 years and still find fun and 
laughter in their lives. 
     Rod graduated high school in 1956.  
He began raising hogs and worked for an 
Allis Chalmers dealer putting machinery 
together. 
     Bonnie’s family moved to Jacksonville 
in May before Bonnie’s senior year.  Her 
dad owned a bowling alley, and Bonnie 
worked there.  Rod loved to bowl (he 
carried a 193 average).  In August, the 
inevitable happened.  Rod and Bonnie 
met at the bowling alley.  Rod chuckles as 
Bonnie tells the story.  “On our first date, 
he took me to a Jacksonville football 
game, but we had to wait until halftime to 
go in because it was free after halftime.”  
Rod defended himself.  “I came off a 
farm, and things weren’t too good in 
those days.  She thought I was rich 
because I had a brand new car.” 
     Rod got drafted in January of Bonnie’s 
senior year.  When she graduated high 
school, Bonnie went into nurses training.  
The couple courted long distance.  They 
got married in October of 1963 when Rod 
came home on leave.  Rod still had three 
months in the service, and Bonnie was 
sent to Milwaukee for 3 months training 
at Children’s Hospital, so they were 
married long distance for the first few 
months of their marriage. 
     Bonnie earned a BS in Health Arts 
from Joliet St. Frances.  She was granted a 
stipend from the state for her education, 
so she worked 3½ years at the State 
Hospital in Jacksonville to pay back the 
stipend. 
     They first lived in an apartment on 
Church street.  The apartment rent was 
$65, utilities included.  Rod was raising 
hogs and had to wait to sell them to make 
a little money, so things were tight.  

Bonnie laughed, “we had to wait for the 
stipend to be able to buy a stamp to mail 
the rent check.”   
     Amos Lemkuhler, a farmer near Rod’s 
parents, took Rod under his wing and 
asked Rod to farm his land.  They were 
able to live in the farmhouse for free.  
Rod also farmed for his dad and raised 
hogs. 
     Through careful money management, 
Rod was able to rent, as well as purchase, 
more ground and a farmhouse of their 
own.  He bought used equipment rather 
than new.  He farmed until 1996.  It was a 
heart wrenching time for Rod.  He retired, 
sold his farm equipment, and both of his 
parents passed away within twelve days of 
the sale.  
     Rod worked at Greenview Nursery in 
Springfield for 20 years after he retired 
from farming ... more on that later.  

     While Bonnie was working at the State 
Hospital, they adopted a 6-week-old baby, 
their son, Chad.  Adoption rules at that 
time required someone to stay home with 
the baby, so Bonnie took a year off.  
Three and ½ years later, they adopted 
their daughter, 3½-month-old Kristen.  
Bonnie worked part time at Passavant.  
Kristen cried every day when Bonnie left 
for work, so she quit working when 
Kristen was three.  Six and ½ years later, 
they adopted 9-day-old Eric.  Rod said, “I 
was past 40, so we were expecting a 1-year
-old or 2-year-old.  We didn’t have baby 
stuff ready!”  Bonnie added, “that was 
quite a fun surprise!”  
     Bonnie worked at Passavant part time 
then full time while the kids were in 
school.  She had an opportunity to go to 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield in Springfield, 
then moved to Health Alliance.  She 
became certified as a Case Manager and 

worked at Passavant as a Case Manager 
until she retired in 2016. 
     Bonnie said she was retired for 15 
minutes.  The day she retired, she turned 
in her final papers and came home.  She 
had three grandkids with her.  “I told the 
kids to be quiet so I could take a doze in 
the chair.  I slept for 15 minutes, then I 
got a call from Rod that he had fallen at 
Greenview and broken his hip.  Rod 
laughed, “it’s a funny feeling when you try 
to move your leg and nothing happens.”  
     Health issues made Bonnie concerned 
about Rod living alone on the farm if 
something happened to her.  She came to 
town for an auction one day and 
discovered the house was for sale.  Bonnie 
liked it, so she called Rod and said, “I 
need you to come to town because I think 
I found our house.”  Rod: “I didn’t know 
we were looking for a house!”  They’ve 
lived there for fifteen years and enjoy 
watching traffic and the helicopters land 
and take off from Passavant. 
     Rod has done some traveling.  In 2009, 
he went to Europe with Kristen.  He 
visited London Bridge and Bath in 
England, the Eiffel Tower in Paris, 
France, and the William Wallace Memorial 
in Edinburgh, Scotland.  Their apartment 
in London was on three different floors.  
The living area was on the bottom floor, 
the bedroom occupied the second floor, 
and the kitchen was on the third floor.  
Rod got to experience the sun and sand in 
Jamaica with his daughter when he 
accompanied her to her best friend’s 
wedding.   
     In 2014, Rod joined an agricultural 
exchange to Japan with his Eric.  At the 
first meeting, Eric was thanking the hosts 
for the warm welcome, when, BOOM a 
5.6 earthquake struck.  “It sounded like a 
bomb went off!” 
     Bonnie made Kristen’s clothes and 
once made a suit for Rod.  She had a full-
time job, three kids, sewed all Kristen’s 
clothes, butchered chickens, and canned 
and froze all their food.  She crocheted 
and knitted in her spare time.  A 
photography class in college inspired a 
love of photography. 
     They both love playing cards with 
family and friends.  Grandchildren are 
frequent visitors.  Rod and Bonnie enjoy 
life! 
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Girls Night Out 
All women of Faith are invited to  
Leo’s Pizza on the 2nd Monday 
of the month (February 10) at 

6:00 pm for pizza and fellowship.   

Faith, Food, and 
Friends  

Looking for a way to keep in 
touch with some Faith friends 
during your busy week?  Come 
share lunch with friends on 
Friday, February 21 at 11:30.   
We will meet between 11:30-
1:30 at Los Rancheros at 1020 
Lincoln Ave. in Jacksonville. 
 

Please let Renee Leifheit know 
if you plan to attend and if you 
would like a ride. 

 

dr.leifheit@mchsi.com  
or 243-9173 

F.E.A.S.T. Groups 
Fellowship, Education, And 

Spirit Together 

Discipleship Group 
Join us on Tuesday mornings at 

8:30 a.m. at McDonald’s for 
Bible study, breakfast, and 

bonding.  The group utilizes the 
ELCA Daily Discipleship Bible 
Study based on the upcoming 

weekly Gospel lesson. 

Men’s Prayer Group 
Join us Wednesday mornings at 7:00 a.m. at 

Faith to share praises to God, give thanks for  
answered prayer, and pray together.   

First Communion Instruction 

For the month of February, Pastor Adam will be 
providing first communion instruction on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30, between our worship 
services.  Children as young as first grade are 
eligible to participate.  If you think your child is 
ready for this step in their faith practice, please 
contact Pastor Adam.  At least one parent or 
adult family member are required to attend with 
each child.  We will reflect on the meaning of the 
meal, Holy Communion’s connection to 
Passover, our participation and practice in church 
today, take time to make our own communion 
bread, and take a field trip to Springfield to 
decorate our own chalices.  

Monday Movie   
Join Faith family and friends on Monday, February 24 at 
11:00 to share lunch and a movie!  Bring a friend and a 
dish to share, and we will watch My All American, a true 
story about a boy who became a hero and shows what it 
truly means to have the heart of a champion. 
 

Please contact Renee Leifheit if you plan to attend:  
dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173 

FLOW Night 
It is tradition to rid our homes of fat and sweets before the 
beginning of Lent as a sign of our repentance and sacrifice.   
What better way to use them up than for a delicious 
pancake supper?  Join us on Wednesday, February 19, at 
6:00pm as we feast on pancakes, biscuits and gravy, and 
other delicious breakfast treats.  If you would like to bring 
food or help in the kitchen, there is a signup sheet on the 
counter in the gathering area. 

Holy Baptism 

On December 22, we welcomed Elliot Luke Snodgrass to 

the waters of baptism and into our faith family.  Elliot’s 

parents are Drew and Maria Snodgrass, and his 

godparents are Allie & Matt Snodgrass. 

about:blank
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A Faith-filled Walk to Emmaus 

In January, a small group discussed the book, “Why: The Question that Never 

Goes Away” by Philip Yancey.  Through the remainder of the winter, we will 

be offering another opportunity to read and reflect together.  The book is “I 

Can Do No Other: The Church’s New Here We Stand Movement” by Anne 

Madsen.  Madsen looks at today’s modern context and asks, “Where will the 

church stand in a day that is marked by globalization, polarization, racism, 

bigotry, and debates about justice for humanity and for the earth itself?”  She 

calls people of faith to a new reformation, firmly rooted in God’s justification 

by grace which empowers us to stand for 

justice in the world.  The discussion will be 

led by Doris Robinson with a tentative 

schedule for meeting on Sunday mornings, 

perhaps every other week beginning on 

February 16.  If you would like to know 

more, contact Doris or Pastor Adam for 

more information.   

Sunday Meals for  

New Directions 

Faith’s next date for a meal at 

New Directions is Sunday, 

February 9. A sign-up sheet for 

future months is available in the 

Mission and Ministries Center.   

Food Center  from Lillian Korous 
This year, I had the pleasure of helping one day of the two days 
Christmas boxes were dispensed — it was an inspiring activity, and 
204 people received food that day.  The two Food Center directors 
were outfitted in glitzy Christmas outfits and spread cheer 
throughout the 3 hours the morning of December 18.  They waited 
at the door to cheer people on from the Knights of Columbus 
building a few doors down where they received papers for either a 
ham or a turkey depending on the size of their family — this was 
supplied by the Salvation Army.  The vetted receivers entered the 
building, and the number in their family was shouted.  10 Food 
Center board members counted out food from their station 
according to the size of the family.  All receivers walked around the 
tables with their boxes, cartons, or wheeled containers, and were 
polite and grateful.  One lady gave each of us a Christmas card.  In it 
was a Psalm passage she copied and signed with “I love you”.  Over 
250 Christmas food boxes were given to those in the community 
who registered for this service.  Thank you, Faith Family, for giving 
your support at Christmas time, as well as all year.  Your kindness, 
joined with others in our community, supplied the needs of many.  

Celebrating Generosity 

This past Advent, we held two food collections and were thrilled with the response: 

Food Center 

Menu  

for February 
 

spaghetti sauce, dry 
pasta, canned chicken,  

canned tuna  

 
The Jacksonville and 
surrounding churches 

contributed $2,953.50 in 
money and $982.28 in food 

donations in December 

Reverse Advent 
Another collection supported individual 
families in our community.  Instead of the 
advent practice of an Advent calendar 
where you take a chocolate out of a box 
each day, you were invited to add a food 
item to a box every day.  Over 30 boxes 
were filled, and jars with change totaling 
over $60 were collected and distributed to 
families in our community.  A group of 
seven delivered the boxes to the homes and 
were met with hugs and gratitude.  Grace 
Lutheran Church in Virginia partnered with 
us in the project, collecting their own boxes 
and jars.  A member at Grace delivered 
their boxes to local families on Christmas 
morning.  At one home, an elderly man 
answered the door, saw the box of food, 
and called back inside to his family, “Look 
here, it’s going to be a Merry Christmas 
after all!”  Thank you for your generosity!  
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Mission of  the Month: Salvation Army 
For the month of February, we will be focusing on our support for the 
Salvation Army and their important work in our community.  Perhaps you 
are looking for a way to serve or maybe just a small way to give that will 
make a big difference?  The Salvation Army in Jacksonville holds a 
commodities distribution for Morgan County residents in need every 
Wednesday afternoon from 1:00-3:00 pm.  Those interested in serving are 
asked to arrive by 12:30 to assist with set up and organization of goods. 
 

If you would like to assist with this ministry through donations, Faith will 
collect personal care items throughout the month of February that will be 
distributed through the Salvation Army’s program in March.  Suggested 
items include:  toothbrushes and toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, bath 
soap and body wash, shampoo and hand soap. 
 

Monetary gifts are always helpful and can be given in an envelope in the 
offering or online. 

Dear Kay & Faith Lutheran Church, 
   The staff, families, and most of all, the children, at 
Lutheran Child & Family Services would like to express 
our heartfelt thanks to you and your members.  Your 
extreme generosity has enabled a lot of children to have 
a wonderful and blessed Christmas!  The support your 
group extends to LCFS is greatly appreciated!  Thank 
You! 
 
Dear Friends, 
   Again, WOW!  What a true blessing our volunteer 
bell ringers have been to those in need.  I am pleased to 
announce that although we did not quite reach our red 
kettle goal of $80,000, we were able to raise an amazing 

total of $74,537.27!  I would like to say thank you!  It 
was a privilege meeting many of you, and we look 
forward to working with you again in the years to 
come.  My wife and I will be remembering and praying 
for each of you in the days and weeks ahead.  We will 
be praying specifically that each of you will have a truly 
blessed 2020.  
   God Bless You!   
        Charles Pinkston, Salvation Army 
 
A big THANK YOU from the Faith Staff for the 
generous Christmas gifts of Chamber Checks!!  We are 
blessed!! 
 

We Give Thanks 

Church Building Used by Our Community 
Did you know that our building is serving more than just our congregation?  The Explorer’s Bible Study 
leadership team continues to meet here on a weekly basis.  Explorers is a community Bible study that teaches over 
100 people.  Deb Burrus typically leads a lesson to the large group, and then people break up into small groups to 
dig deeper.  One small group is internet based and has participants from around the world.  On Monday 
mornings, about 20 Explorer’s leaders gather to prepare for the study that they lead on Tuesday morning at 
Lincoln Avenue Baptist Church.  The Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra was looking for a place to store their 
music, and our newly renovated, dry and climate-controlled basement was a perfect fit.  When they came to look 
at the space, they also asked if their executive committee could conduct their meetings in our library.  They are 
pleased to make a monthly donation for the use of our space.  Do you know of other organizations looking for a 
place to meet or host events?  Perhaps Faith is the place!  Our building is not simply for us, but for the work of 
God in our community. 



 

 

  Faith Lutheran Church 

  1385 W. Walnut  

  Jacksonville, IL  62650 

  www.faithlutheranjacksonville.com 

  email: faithlutheran62650@frontier.com 

  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

“In response to God’s grace flowing through Christ, we 
grow in faith and show Christ’s love.” 

 

Nonprofit Organization 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
Jacksonville, IL  62650 

Permit No. 300 

Worship Schedule 

8:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service  
with band and ASL interpretation 
9:30 a.m.  Gathering Time for All: 

Exploring Faith Practices 
10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ 

 

Our Staff 
Pastor:  Adam Dichsen 

Parish Life Coordinator:  Renee Leifheit 
Music Coordinator:  Jean Welch 

Parish Nurses: Angie Fenner & Allie Snodgrass 
Parish Secretary:  Kris Roth 

Custodian:  Diane Craig 

FLOW Game 
Night with  

fun and games  

for all ages. 

A masked missionary 
delivering reverse advent 
boxes of food on a snowy-
slushy night. 
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