
 

 

cross”, and that is exactly how we will 
use it in the future. 

For the past two months, we filled the 
old coffee cart with paper goods and 
cleaning products for Spirit of Faith 
soup kitchen.  We brought these 
“sacrifices of love” and laid them 
beneath our cross as we prepared to 
distribute them to those in need.  Why 
stop now?!   

This working cross will 
continue to call our 
attention to a single and 
different ministry or 
mission each month, from 
our ongoing ministries 
(Food Center, Story Book 
Project, Jacksonville Area 
Conference of Churches, 
etc.) to new service 
opportun i t i e s  or  a 
member’s passion for an 
urgent need.  Baskets 
collect items for the 

ministry while a table offers educational 
information.  There are still many other 
ministries and opportunities to serve; 
visit the Mission and Ministries Center 
next to the sanctuary to find out more.   

So the next time you walk through those 
doors, head over to our working cross.  
Learn about a new aspect of our 
ministry and consider giving or serving 
to support our efforts.  But most of all, 
may the gifts we lay before it reflect the 
greatest gift of all that it represents.   

A Working Cross 
by Pastor Adam 

As you enter the main doors to the 
church, you’ll see a rustic cross in the 
gathering area.  It was a gift to Faith 
during a hospitality renovation three 
years ago and is handmade from 
mate r i a l s  recovered f rom the 
devastating tornado that rocked Moore, 
OK in 2013.  From such 
horrible destruction, this 
beautiful cross reminds 
us of the promise of 
eternal life. 

We cherish each and 
e v e r y  c r o s s  t h a t 
contributes to the work 
and beauty of our 
church: the monumental 
cross in the sanctuary, 
the new cross outside the 
Great Room created by 
Rick and Diane Storey 
from reclaimed lumber of our building 
project, the brass cross that hung for 
years in our old sanctuary and now has a 
home in the upper narthex, and the 
glorious window cross that graces the 
Great Room, calling us to revel in God’s 
light and to carry the cross out into the 
world.  Each one is beautiful and all 
attest to the glory of God, but this rustic 
cross has such humble beginnings.  
Made from fence rails and barbed wire 
that once outlined farmlands and 
corralled livestock it is truly a “working 
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A Point to Ponder … by Elaine Chapman 
Calling Homebound Visitors 

 

Have you ever been a “homebound” visitor?  This is a 
unique opportunity to become acquainted with some of 
our older members, and I’ve learned a lot from the 
experiences through the years.  

One very moving experience involved visiting two 
women in an assisted living facility.  For their privacy, 
I’ll just call them Edna and Eleanor.  Through the years, 
Edna had become increasingly confused and anxious.  
Eleanor, though she also had significant limitations, was 
more mobile and always seemed content.  One day I 
was walking down the hall with Eleanor, and we found 
Edna upset.  Eleanor grasped Edna’s hands in her own 
and told her that she was not alone and reassured her 
that everyone loved her and wanted to help.  After 
some more words of support, we had a prayer together.  
Eventually a few smiles appeared on Edna’s face, and 
her good humor was somewhat restored.  I doubt if 
either woman remembered the incident for very long, 
but it surely made an impression on me.  I learned that 
there is always an opportunity to minister to one 
another.  

 

 

Often, I have brought something along to share.  
Flowers from church or my yard always elicit comments 
from the folks visited and the others in the room.  
Particularly for those folks in assisted care facilities, a 
visitor brings an opportunity for something new to talk 
about.  Some might say, “he/she will never remember 
that I visited,” and that may be true, but it doesn’t 
matter.  It’s about sharing the love of Christ in the 
moment.  I asked one woman if I could get her 
anything.  She asked for a cup of coffee, which I 
obtained in the nearby dining area.  One woman asked 
me to recite the 23rd Psalm with her (I may have missed 
some words, but she didn’t!).  A man I visited shared 
his hobby of glass art with me and talked about his 
career in the State Police.  One woman described some 
of her training which took her overseas during World 
War II.  A lot of our homebound folks are very talented 
in a number of crafts: coloring, needlework, jewelry 
making, quilting, and the list goes on.  

It isn’t always easy to walk into a nursing home, but just 
take the first step.  It doesn’t take much time, and the 
smiles that you encounter will make your day.   

Sermon Series: “Pillars of  Faith” 
 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen…”  In Hebrews 11, we 
are introduced to an understanding of faith as trusting 
in things not seen.  This is counterintuitive in a world 
where you have to see it to believe it!  Faith opens our 
hearts to trust in things unseen.  Through the month 
of August, we’ll be reflecting on the gift of faith.  
We’ll look at Abraham, the Israelites, and a crippled 
woman who all act in faith, trusting their faith even 
when their eyes gave no evidence.  Come step out in 
faith with us! 

Art by Lillian Korous 

Our very own Lillian Korous will have some of 

her art on display at the Jacksonville Public Library 

for the month of August.  Twelve of her paintings 

can be seen in the four shelved cabinets at the 

main entrance of the library.  You can also see one 

of her paintings at Faith, a pastel of clouds, to the 

right of the Mission and Ministries Center.  Thank 

you for sharing your God-given gifts Lillian! 

The building project is nearing completion, and we 
are eager to celebrate!  Please join us for a special 
service of dedication as we give thanks to God.  
The service will be on Sunday, September 22, at 
9:30 a.m. with a catered meal afterward.  There will 
be more details and an RSVP request to come. 

Save Our Date - Building Dedication - September 22, 9:30 am 



 

 

Faithful Happenings…what’s new? 

we grow in faith and show Christ’s love.           Page 3 

Soup, Salad, & Dessert Luncheon will 

be held again this year on Columbus Day (Monday, 

October 14) from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Watch the 

gathering area next month (around September 1) for:  Sign-

up sheets – we couldn’t do this without you preparing food 

and working in so many ways — Thank You!; and Tickets 

to purchase for yourself or to take to sell. 

Our best advertising is YOU!  Please talk about our Soup, 

Salad, & Dessert Luncheon to family, friends, neighbors, 

co-workers, etc.  Spread the word!  If you can take some 

tickets to sell or put up some posters for us, that would be 

great!  Questions?  Contact Barb Davenport (243-6143), 

Terri Kimler (473-5787), Patty Nelson (653-3105), Kris 

Roth (243-7314), or Karen Sibert (243-4631). 

Summer Schedule 

Outdoor Contemporary Service:  9:00 am 

We could use help setting up for worship,  

beginning at 8:00 am 

Indoor Traditional Service:  10:30 am 

 

LSSI chooses Faith for Prisoner/Family Ministry Literacy Pilot Project 

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) is piloting a new volunteer-based peer mentoring program for their 

Prisoner and Family Ministry division.  Because of Faith’s active Storybook Project and close relationship with 

the Jacksonville Correctional Center, LSSI has chosen Faith to pilot this program.  In this program, offenders 

with strong reading scores will tutor offenders who struggle with reading using workbooks filled with biblical 

stories.  Volunteers from Faith and our surrounding community will be asked to train these tutors, meet with the 

students, and meet with other volunteers to give feedback on how to improve the program.  The initial training 

will take 3-4 days with the offenders, but then will require a check-in once per month.  If you or others are 

interested in learning more, Mike Davis, the Associate Executive Director of LSSI Prisoner and Family Ministry, 

will be hosting an informational and training session on Saturday, August 24, from 10:00-2:00 at Faith.  Please 

consider volunteering, pray for this ministry, spread the word to others, and give thanks to God for giving us this 

wonderful honor and opportunity to make a difference in the lives of our incarcerated neighbors.   

Blood Pressure Screening and      

Newsletter Deadline August 18 

Seeds of  Hope Co-op 

Did you notice the blooming hibiscus tree 

outside the church entrance?  It is a sign of our 

partnership with five other congregations to 

work together to provide sustainable ministry 

throughout our region.  Together we will 

identify people who are able and willing to take 

courses to lead worship and provide pastoral 

care in these congregations while some remain 

pastorally vacant.  Please pray for this ministry 

and our efforts to be the church together for 

the sake of the world. 

Food Center Menu for August 

For the children at home this summer, please 

consider peanut butter (small) and jelly, easy-open 

tab cans of fruit, crackers, packages of crackers 

filled with cheese spread or PBJ, whole grain 

cereal bars, dry cereal, or real fruit juice; 

The Food Center cannot accept egg cartons at this time. 
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Meet Our Members 

Jeannie Jones 
Interview by Patty Nelson 

    I was born deaf in Brooklyn, New 
York.  I grew up in Queens with one 
sister and one brother.  Many 
immigrants from different countries 
lived in our neighborhood, and we 
had fun playing together.  We used a 
lot of gestures.  When it was time for 
supper, my parents knew I could not 
hear them call me home, so they 
would call around the neighborhood.  
Everyone knew the sign for “eat” 
and would point directly at my house 
so I would know it was time to go 
home.  My dad never disciplined me 
for coming home late. 
    When I played with the kids, we 
made mud pies, played stick ball, kick 
ball, punch ball, and rode bikes 
around the block.  In the winter we 
fought with snowballs and rode sleds. 
    My dad’s family came to America 
from Russia, and my mom’s family 
moved here from Hungary due to 
their Jewish ancestry.  All of my 
grandparents spoke Yiddish.  My 
family was close knit. 
    My family celebrated the Jewish 
High Holidays such as Rosh 
Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Passover, 
and Hanukkah either at home or the 
synagogue.  My favorite holiday was 
Passover.  My parents’ closest friends 
always hosted at their home.  The 
wife made everything from scratch 
except the matzah crackers.  The 
foods were heavenly delicious! 
    Traditionally, my family went out 
to Chinese restaurants on Christmas.  
My mom emphasized to me to 
respect different religions.  Most 
important was that God is love. 
    On Sundays, we had bagels and 
lox for brunch.  Because of Shabbat, 
my mom never cooked dinner, so we 
got take-out food.  We always had to 
vote which fast food we wanted, like 

White Castle, deli, Chinese, or Italian 
food.  My sister, brother, and I would 
whine when one of us lost, but we 
knew my dad would say, “Too bad!” 
    We were not allowed to have dairy 
products at night according to the 
Old Testament.  Meat and dairy were 
not served together, and we did not 
eat pork. 
    I met my husband, Mickey (a 
Texan), at Rochester Institute of 
Technology in Rochester, NY in my 
physical science class in 1969.  He 
was my interpreter. 
    We got 
married in 
1970.  I 
received an 
As soc i a t e 
of Applied 
S c i e n c e 
D e g r e e , 
then we 
moved to 
the University of Illinois in Urbana-
Champaign where Mickey studied for 
his Ph.D.  I taught ASL at the U of I 
and, three years later, he completed 
his degree and we moved to 
Jacksonville.  He ran the deaf 
education program at MacMurray 
College.  I went back to school there 
to get my Bachelor’s degree in Art 
Education. I graduated in 1980. 
    In 1985, I started teaching 
American Sign Language at the 
Illinois School for the Deaf and 
Jacksonville High School.  I also 
taught Visual Arts at ISD.  I retired 
from teaching in 2009.  
    Now, I enjoy quilting, walking, 
gardening, and other activities.  I 
attend Bible class for the Deaf.  I’m a 
member of the board of the Illinois 
Foundation for Deaf Children, and I 
am very involved in activities at the 
Jacksonville Community Center for 
the Deaf.  I go to the YMCA almost 
every day to exercise and spin. 
    Mickey and I have two sons, 
Danny (37) and Jerry (33).  Danny 

and Jerry are bilingual.  Their first 
language is American Sign Language 
because they could sign before they 
could speak.  People looked confused 
when we communicated in sign 
language.  They enjoyed making 
people think they were deaf.   
    Danny and his wife have four kids 
(ages 10 to 4) and live in Boston, 
MA.  Jerry and his wife have three 
kids (ages 12 to 4) and live in 
Kirksville, MO.   
    My funniest memory is that our 
family cultures/traditions were quite 
different.  Mickey’s family was from 
the South and were polite at the 
dinner table.  They asked each other 
to please pass dishes and were quiet.  
My family was exactly the opposite!  
My family always grabbed bread 
loaves and broke them with our 
hands.  We ate with our elbows on 
the table, talked with food in our 
mouths, and would get up to grab 
any food we wanted on the table.  
    When my sons were little, I started 
looking for a church.  After visiting 
several churches, I picked Our 
Redeemer Lutheran because Pastor 
Harold Woodworth was very kind 
and respected my culture.  My sons 
enjoyed Sunday School until Pastor 
Woodworth retired.  One day, my 
younger son, who was in high school, 
told me about Faith Lutheran.  He 
thought I would like Pastor Roth.  
The Roth Family made me feel very 
welcome, and they helped me get my 
inspiration back.  Also, I am happy 
that Pastor Adam and his family 
joined Faith Lutheran.  People at 
Faith are friendly and supportive.  
Currently, I’m working on the Ava 
app (communicate beyond barriers) 
with Pastor Adam, and it has 
improved my understanding of the 
service a lot. 
    I’m very thankful for Debbie 
Radliff and Amanda Demien for 
volunteering lots of their time to 
interpret for me over the years. 
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Make a Joyful Noise - Faith Choirs  
Our music groups are gearing up for another season of music!  Jean 

Welch will continue to lead our Faith Singer contemporary choir 

and Exaltation Ringers bell choir.  We welcome Jacob Smetters 

who will direct our Chancel Choir.  Join us for a Meet and Greet 

on Thursday, August 22, at 6:00 p.m. to meet our directors and 

learn about each choir.  Oh, and there will also be time for food 

and fellowship!  Choir rehearsals will be on Thursday evenings this 

fall and will begin on August 29 with the following schedule: 

5:45pm - Exaltation Ringer bell choir 

6:15pm - Faith Singer contemporary choir 

7:00pm - Chancel Choir 

Thank You 
Dear Friends of Faith, 

     Thanks so much for all the prayers for us and our family 
during these stressful times!  We experience some 
improvements in our health issues, including the new baby 
with heart surgeries; Jim is back home today, and we (Stan 
and Ima) are better healthwise.  Thanks be to God!!  Love 
and prayers, Imogene & Stan Lovekamp 
 

Dear Congregation of Faith Lutheran, 

     Fiona and I would like to thank you for allowing us to 
present a recital in your wonderful sanctuary and have a 
reception in the newly-remodeled Great Room space.  We 
were so pleased to be able to give the recital in a space that 
is not only beautiful but which also has nice acoustics.  The 
Great Room, with it’s lovely new kitchen, is such a nice and 
convenient space for a reception.  And, of course, we were 
so honored that many Faith members were able to attend.  
It was so nice for both Fiona and me to have such a warm 
and welcoming audience, and I know my parents were 
delighted to have so many Faith friends attend. 

     Thanks so much, once again!  Sincerely, Regina Shea 
 

We appreciate the thoughts, prayers, visits, and other acts of 
kindness since my latest fall.  Faith church is a great family 
of concerned members.  Rosemary and Robert  Jokisch 

Dear Friends, 
     Hungry children in our community are receiving healthy 
lunches, free, thanks to money contributions and gifts of 
volunteer service.  Your members are providing both!  We 
appreciate you joining us in this mission.   
  Sincerely,  Ruth McClintock 
                    Grace United Methodist Church 
                    Take It to the Streets 
 

On July 11, we hosted a funeral meal for Jerry Bose's family.  
Jerry's family provided many desserts in honor of his "sweet 
tooth."  Thank you so much to Renee Leifheit, Patty Nelson, 
Laura Sweatman, Connie Scarbrough, Kris Roth, and Karen 
Sibert for providing food and helping with serving and clean
-up. Diane Craig  

 
 
Pastor Ernie Rex - 40th Ordination Anniversary 
On August 11, First Lutheran, DeKalb will honor the 
Ordination Anniversary of retired Pastor Ernie Rex (40th).  
Because Pastor Ernie served Faith Lutheran, Jacksonville, all 
are invited to share in the celebration: 1) by attending our 
9:00am service and celebration to follow; 2) by writing a card 
to First Lutheran Church, 324 N. 3rd St., DeKalb, IL  60115; 
3) with a donation to Safe Passage, PO Box 621, DeKalb, in 
support of their work to protect individuals from domestic 
violence. 

Synod Adult Faith Formation 
The Central/Southern Illinois Synod is offering three courses for 
adult faith formation this fall: Introduction to Preaching, Pastoral 
Care and Christian Caregiving, and a single day winter retreat on 
exploring the Old Testament.  If you are interested in 
participating or learning more, visit www.csis-elca.org or talk to 
Pastor Adam. 

Small Group Gatherings 
 

Monday 
All women of Faith are invited to  

Leo’s Pizza on the second Monday of the 
month (August 12) at 6:00 p.m.  

for pizza and fellowship.   
 

Tuesday 
Discipleship Group meets at 8:00 a.m.  

at McDonald’s for Bible study,  
breakfast, and bonding.   

The group utilizes the ELCA  
Daily Discipleship Bible Study based on the 

upcoming weekly Gospel lesson. 
 

Wednesday 
Men’s Prayer Group meets at 7:00 a.m.  

at Faith to share praises to God, give thanks 
for answered prayer, and pray together.   
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End-of-Year Giving: New Directions 
Last year we gave $300 from our end-of-year funds to support the 
ministry of New Directions.  New Directions provides safe shelter to 
those who are in need, offering a place to stay, laundry services, showers, 
and a hot meal each evening.  Guests are assisted in finding services in 
the community to help them gain independence.  Sarah Robinson, their 
new director, says that in addiction to the financial help and the regular 
meals we serve, there is always need for more volunteers.  They hope to 
start a case management program and will need volunteers as mentors in 
the future.  Thank you for your generosity towards New Directions and 
the many other ways we love our neighbors! 

Sunday Meals for 

New Directions 

Faith’s next date for a meal at New 

Directions is Sunday, August 11.  

A sign-up sheet for future months is 

available in the Mission and 

Ministries Center.   

Mission of  the Month:  
JCC “Clothes Closet” 

As you read on the cover, in an effort to highlight specific 
missions and direct people to the Mission and Ministry 
Center next to the sanctuary, a display beneath our working 
cross at the main entrance will give more information and 
receive donations.  This month we will be highlighting the 
Jacksonville Correctional Center (JCC) “Clothes Closet.”  
When offenders at the JCC become returning citizens, they 
often have no street clothing to take with them.  This program provides new and gently-used men’s clothing to 
help equip these men for their new lives with confidence.  Please place any donations to the “Clothes Closet” in 
the baskets at the display.  Monetary donations are also welcome and can be given using an envelope at the 
display.  If you have questions, please contact Renee Leifheit: dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173.  For 
information on other collections and missions, visit our Mission and Ministries Center by the sanctuary.   

Coffee Cabinet for Spirit of  Faith 

Our old coffee cabinet is now a wonderful storage cabinet to 

support the needs at Spirit of Faith Soup Kitchen.  Thank you all 

for your donations and support for this ministry!  We will 

continue to collect cleaning supplies for them throughout the 

year.  You can find the collection baskets at the Mission and 

Ministries Center. 

JACC College Kits 

Perhaps you saw us in the paper with the Jacksonville Area 

Conference of Churches?  While the community collection is 

culminating at Faith, Pastor Adam and Kris Roth staged this photo 

of assembling college welcome kits for the newspaper.  The official 

assembly will be on Thursday, August 8, at 10:00am.  Come join 

us!  
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Another Great Year of  VBS 
Folks of all ages “got in gear” at our intergenerational Vacation Bible 

Sessions this July.  For three Wednesday nights we gathered for food, 

music, activities, and small-group sessions.  On the fourth Wednesday, 

we volunteered at the “Take it to the Streets” summer lunch program.  

God was certainly moving some gears and the rest of us were turning!  

Here are some of the highlights... 

Week 2 - Stop 

and Listen 
Mary and Martha remind 

us that, while hospitality 

a n d  s e r v i c e  a r e 

important, our priority 

should first be to sit at 

Jesus’ feet.  We visited numerous experiential stations where we 

learned different practices of prayer to sit at Jesus’ feet. 

Week 3 - Pray with Persistence  The Bible 

teaches to pray with persistence.  Whether God’s answer is “yes, no, 

maybe, or wait,” we p.u.s.h. (pray until something happens).  Kids 

learned the Lord’s Prayer in sign language and adults followed the 

example of an Old Testament sage, drawing circles around 

themselves and committing not to leave until prayer is answered. 

Week 1 - Love 

Unconditionally 
We followed the Good Samaritan, walked in one another’s shoes, 

and discovered the hidden pains we all hold.  When God moves in 

our lives, we are called to be kind and respectful to one another, 

loving with a love that celebrates that we are one in the Body of 

Christ. 
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Worship Schedule 

9:00 a.m. Outdoor Contemporary  
Worship Service with band  

and ASL interpretation 
10:30 a.m. Indoor Traditional Service  

with organ 
 

Our Staff 
Pastor - Adam Dichsen 

Parish Life Coordinator - Renee Leifheit 
Music Coordinator - Jean Welch 

Parish Nurses - Angie Fenner  
& Allie Snodgrass 

Parish Secretary - Kris Roth 
Custodian - Diane Craig 

 

The Mission and Ministries 

Center located next to the 

sanctuary.  Head here to drop 

off your donations and to 

sign up to serve! 

 

Walking the labyrinth at VBS, 

a prayer practice to sit at 

Jesus’ feet. 

John and Dixie Williams 

hosted a Food, Faith,  

and Friends cookout  

at their home. 

Outdoor worship… a great time to 

worship for all ages  : ) 




