
 

 

perhaps… it’s a Spirit sighting!  At 

Jesus’ baptism, the Holy Spirit 

descended as a dove.  God is 

accustomed to taking on flesh to step 

into our lives.  Could this smudge be 

such an incarnation? 

What I do know for certain is that God 

does step into our lives.  The Holy Spirit 

is active and present always.  So often 

our eyes are closed or 

we choose to see it as 

something else.    

Throughout the rest 

of the summer, I 

invite you to join me 

in looking for Spirit 

Sightings.  Where do 

you see the Spirit in 

action?  Maybe it is 

through the kind act 

of a stranger, a 

situation that simply 

can’t be a coincidence, 

a moment of joy that 

rises from deep 

within.  When you 

have a Spirit Sighting, write it on one of 

the dove cutouts available in the 

gathering area, and we’ll hang them in 

our sanctuary and throughout the 

church.  Let’s celebrate and acknowledge 

that the Holy Spirit is no stranger to us 

Lutherans, but is God, active and 

present in powerful ways. 

Spirit Sightings 
by Pastor Adam 

Throughout the month of June, my 

sermons focused on the Holy Spirit, the 

member of the Trinity that is less 

known to us Lutherans.  It has been a 

great joy to delve into the Spirit with 

you all!  Thanks especially to Lillian 

Korous, Larry 

Sweatman, and 

Sharon Woodworth 

who shared 

reflections on the 

Spirit while I was 

away.  I’ve enjoyed 

conversations with 

many of you about 

the power and work 

of the Spirit in your 

lives which have 

reminded me that 

the Spirit is active 

and present always.   

Take this picture for 

instance… this is 

the new window in the Great Room.  It 

takes the place of the original doorway 

into the 1948 sanctuary of Faith and 

now is a beautiful focal point that 

centers us on the cross.  If you look 

closely, you’ll see a smudge on the glass.   

At first glance it’s a perfect imprint of a 

bird: body, wings, head, feet, and all!  Or 
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A new home for our beloved coffee cart... 

Spirit of  Faith Soup Kitchen 
You all know the two Lutheran sacraments - Baptism and Communion.  

Some suggest there is a third…coffee!  This coffee cart has served us for 

years and has been both well worn and well loved.  Unfortunately, it will 

no longer be in service at Faith, but it has a new home.  The Spirit of 

Faith Soup Kitchen was in need of a lockable storage unit for various 

supplies.  Renee Leifheit freshened it up with new hardware and paint to 

make it look good-as-new, and you all have stocked it to overflowing 

with supplies.  It will be delivered to Spirit of Faith this month and 

continue its long life of service.  Thank you for your donations and 

support of this effort.  We hope that we can continue to fill this cabinet 

in the future by donating items of need.  And, if you ever miss it, head 

over to Spirit of Faith, 105 East Dunlap, and help serve a meal any 

Monday-Thursday from 3:30-4:30 p.m.  

When riding a bike, the pedaling of feet engages a system of a 
crank, chain, and gears to propel forward.  The gears won’t move 
without pedaling the crank, and when the crank moves, the gears 
must move as well.  In our lives, God is the crank, and we are the 
gears.  Our movement and life is not possible without God, and 
God’s movement necessitates movement in our lives as well.  
When power is applied to the crank, the gears must move.  When 
God’s grace is applied to our lives, we have to move as well!  This 
July, we are going to “Get in Gear” as we look at some ways we 
are to respond to God.  Four Bible stories reveal people who are 
moved by God and respond in different ways.  Come hear the 
Word, see God at work in your life, and get into gear as you are 
moved by God. 

July   7:  “Love Unconditionally” – (Luke 10:25-37) July 21:  “Be Persistent in Prayer” – (Luke 11:1-13) 

July 14:  “Stop and Listen” – (Luke 10:38-42)  July 28:  “Look Beyond Yourself” – (Luke 12:13-21) 

Sermon Series: “Get in Gear” 

The building project is nearing 
completion, and we are eager to 
celebrate!  Please join us for a special 
service of dedication as we give thanks 
to God.  The service will be on Sunday, 
September 22, at 9:30 a.m. with a 
catered meal afterward.  There will be 
more details and an RSVP request to 
come. 

Save Our Date - Building Dedication - September 22, 9:30 am 
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Summer Schedule 

Outdoor Contemporary Service:  9:00 am 

We could use help setting up for worship,  

beginning at 8:00 am 

Indoor Traditional Service:  10:30 am 

Gifted to Serve Commitments 

If you still have a Gifted to Serve questionnaire to 

hand in, please bring it to the church office.  We are 

eager to include your gifts in our ministry together!! 

Northwoods BBQ with our neighbors 

Last summer we spent time with our neighbors across 

the street at Northwoods.  Come get to know them 

better as we host a BBQ at the Spray home at 338 

Berkshire on July 7 at 1:00 p.m.  We will be grilling 

hotdogs and hamburgers, serving sides, playing with the 

children, handing out invitations to worship and VBS,  

and visiting with all.  Please join us for  this event, and 

let’s bring a strong presence to love our neighbors.   

There is a signup sheet in the narthex for sides and 

helpers. 

Storybook Project and beyond 

An exciting new ministry opportunity is on the 
horizon at Faith.  For years, we have been active in 
the Lutheran Social Service of Illinois (LSSI) 
Storybook Project, reading with offenders at the 
Jacksonville Correctional Center so they can send 
CD recordings of their reading and books home to 
their children.  LSSI is crafting a new literacy peer 
mentoring program and would like Faith to pilot the 
project!  It identifies offenders who can serve as 
mentors to other offenders who are struggling with 
reading.  The mentors and students meet 3-4 times 
per week to follow a reading improvement plan.  
We are looking for volunteers who would be willing 
to help train the mentors, meet with them each 
month, and periodically check in with the students.  
The director of LSSI’s Prisoner and Family Ministry 
will be coming to Faith in August to share more 
details and offer training.  If you are interested, 
please contact Sharon Zuiderveld.  Statistics show 
how important literacy is to these men as they 
become returning citizens.  Please pray for this 
venture and consider how you can participate. 

Blood Pressure Screening and 

Newsletter Deadline July 21 

Food Center Menu for July 

For the children at home this summer, please 

consider peanut butter (small) and jelly, easy-open 

tab cans of fruit, crackers, packages of crackers 

filled with cheese spread or PBJ, whole grain 

cereal bars, dry cereal, or real fruit juice  
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We Welcome New Members to our Faith Family 

 

Sandi Watts 
 

     Sandi is an Assistant Professor in the School of Allied Health at 
Southern Illinois University.  She is also the Program Director of the 
Radiography Program along with Program Director of the MRI 
Program.  Sandi has a house in Carbondale but returns to 
Jacksonville most weekends to spend time with her husband, who 
lives in Jacksonville, and to spoil her grandchildren that live close! 

     Sandi has been playing the organ for church services since she 
was in the 7th grade, which has been quite a while!  She enjoys playing 
the piano also and looks forward to helping out with early service 
sometime.  Most of her spare time is spent visiting the grandchildren!  
Her son and daughter in law, Scott and Makenzie Shipman, and their 
two children are also members here at Faith. 

     Sandi believes it is very important to be a member of a loving and 
growing congregation and looks forward to serving the church in any 
way possible. 

Church Council Changes 

Last month, Rick and Diane Storey moved to Colorado. 

Diane was our Council President serving the first year of 

a two-year term.  In her absence, the Council elected 

Craig Miller as our new Council President and appointed 

Mike Oldenettel to complete Diane’s term on Council.  

Thank you to Craig and Mike for your willingness to 

serve! 

Craig Miller     Mike Oldenettel 

Benjie and Sandy Holmes 
 
Benjie and Sandy live in Virginia, IL.  
Sandy is a case manager at Cass Mental 
Health working with special-needs adults, 
and Benjie is a business owner of Siding 
Concepts Inc. which provides and installs 
siding and windows on homes.  They are 
excited to be joining Faith which has 
been a big part of them growing in faith 
over the last six months.  “We thank 
Kevin Krohe for bringing Pastor Adam 
and the church into our lives.  It has been 
life changing, and we can’t wait to grow 
our faith with our new family!” 
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we grow in faith and show Christ’s love.      

LYO Retreat Carlinville 
The Central/Southern Illinois Synod Lutheran 
Youth Organization (LYO) is hosting a retreat 
at the Lake Williamson Retreat Center in 
Carlinville this November.  It is a three-day 
retreat filled with fun activities for middle 
school and high school youth.  Stay tuned for 
dates and registration information  
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Vacation Bible Sessions - “Get in Gear”  
July 10, 17, 24, & 31 

VBS is here!  For the past three years we have tried an intergenerational model to include all ages in music, small 

groups, and activities.  It has been a success and joy, and we are pleased to offer it again this summer.  The theme 

is “Get in Gear” and will focus on the ways we are called to respond to God’s grace in our lives.  Because we are 

loved by God, we love unconditionally, stop and listen to God and others, are persistent in prayer, and look 

beyond ourselves (you may have noticed the connection to our sermon series).  Each night we will gather for a 

lite meal (food is provided by volunteers or bring a dish to share).  An opening with active songs and familiar 

hymns will introduce the theme.  Teachers will lead children in a lesson and adults will have their own with 

discussion and faith experiences.  We close with a group activity and song.  A new addition to this summer will be 

a group service project on the fourth night.  This is truly for ALL and we encourage you to come back, come for 

the first time, and invite family, friends, or a neighbor.  A nursery will be provided for children ages four and 

under.  Come join us as we give thanks for God’s grace and learn how to get in gear. 

Schedule 
 

   6:00-6:30:  light meal 

   6:30-6:45:  opening 

   6:45-7:30:  small groups 

   7:30-8:00:  activity and  

                       closing 

Adult Sessions: 

July 10 - “Love Unconditionally” with Karen Dean.  Explore how we identify 

needs, what gets in the way, and how to truly help when we are loving others. 

July 17 - “Stop and Listen” with Pastor Adam.  Learn practices of prayer such as 

journaling, Lectio Davina, centering prayer, coloring, and walking a labyrinth. 

July 24 - “Be Persistent in Prayer” with Glen VanderKloot. 

July 31 - “Look Beyond Yourself”  We begin for a lite meal and introduction, 

then work together to pack sack lunches for the local “Take it to the Streets” 

meal ministry. 

Crossways Confirmation Camp 
Pastor Adam, Marilyn Dichsen, and Owen Spray attended 
confirmation camp at Augustana College last month.  The 
camp was led by volunteers from 12 churches and included 
60 youth.  The week was filled with worship, small group 
time, service projects, and activities.  Take a moment and 
ask these youth about their experience! 

Performing Arts Camp 
Many of our youth attended PAC at Green 
Pastures last month.  Take a moment and visit 
with them about their experience.  Green 
Pastures offers three “Fire in our Hearts” 
camps in July.  More information can be found 
at www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org.   

FCA Sports Camp at IC 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes is hosting a camp at Illinois 
College on July 8-11 for high school students.  Boys and 
girls learn skills in baseball, basketball, football, golf, soccer, 
swimming, track, cross country, volleyball, wrestling, and 
tennis while focusing on Christian values and principles.  
Visit www.southernillinoisfca.org for more information. 

http://www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org/
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New Directions   

Christ’s body includes the homeless 

in our community.  Faith provides a 

meal to those in need on the second 

Sunday each month. Our meals are 

currently planned for about 8-10 

people.  Faith’s monthly meal has 

typically consisted of sloppy joes, 

buns, a salad, a potato dish, and a 

dessert.  Faith’s next date for meal 

provisions is Sunday, July 14.  A 

sign-up sheet for future months is 

available in the church gathering 

area. 

End-of-Year Giving:  
Western IL Youth Camp 

This year we gave $400 to WIYC to support their ministry to the 
children and families of West Central IL.  The camp provides services 
and programs in a healthy, outdoor environment that positively impacts 
the educational, physical, mental, social, and emotional growth of 
participants.  They offer seven week-long camps through the summer, 
as well as Camp Courage.  The money given 
this year will go towards replumbing their 
craft house.  Bob Large, the WIYC Board 
President, thanks Faith for building the stage 
and developing their “Inspiration Point” in 
the past and invites us to come use the site 
for worship and fellowship.   

Thank You 
Dear Faith Family, 

     Thank you for the lovely pen and bookmark gift set.  
What an encouragement it is!  Blessings to all,  

     Cindy Weger 
 
 

Thank you very much Pastor Adam and Mom’s whole 
church family for all that you did in our time of loss.  
My prayers are with you all.     Billy Leib & Family 
 
 

THANK YOU!! to the Faith members and friends who 
took on the responsibility of Doorbell Dinner meal 
delivery throughout the week of  June 4-8.  We 
delivered nearly 400 meals to about 80 residences in 
Jacksonville.  Your service is appreciated!   
 

Dear Faith Family, 

     Thank you for the confirmation gifts and the many 
wonderful cards from my Faith friends.  Will Weger 
 

We would like to thank the members of Faith Lutheran 
Church for their continued prayers and cards over the 
past five months.  Pastor Adam was one of the first 
phone calls I made after my cancer diagnosis, and he 
offered the most encouraging words. It went something 
like this... We will add you to our prayers at church, our 
prayer groups, and I will pray for you.  He said, when 
you are feeling down... let each prayer serve as a web to 
hold you up.  When people told me they were praying 
for me, it empowered me to visualize those webs of 
prayers to guide and strengthen me through surgeries, 
treatments, and healing.  Today, I am feeling more like 
myself.  Thank you, Faith Family, for being there. 
    Lori Oldenettel & Family 

Take it to the Streets 
Jacksonville's Take it to the Streets  Summer lunch program is up and 
running again!  It runs through August 14, providing brown bag lunches to 
children in several neighborhoods across the Jacksonville community.  
Volunteers are welcome to assist in assembling lunches on Sundays at 4:00 
and Monday-Thursday evenings at 5:30 at Grace United Methodist Church.  
Faith has also committed to delivering meals to Northwoods on 
Fridays.  Meet at Faith at 11:30 am, and we will go hand out the meals 
together.  For information about delivering meals to Northwoods, contact 
Renee Leifheit.  For more information about Taking it to the Streets, call 
Sandy Heaton at 245-9521 or email tothestreets2018@gmail.com 

mailto:tothestreets2018@gmail.com
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Congratulations to our Graduates 2019 
 

Sarah Elizabeth Doss is the daughter of Matt and Laura Doss.  She has two brothers, Mike and 

Steven, one sister, Maggie, and a cat named Fluffy.  Sarah is a 2019 graduate of Jacksonville High 

School.  She will be attending Millikin University in the fall, majoring in Biology/Pre-Med, 

minoring in Psychology.  She also will be swimming for Millikin.  Go Big Blue!  

 

 

Calvin Fenner graduated from Jacksonville High School and is planning on attending Bradley 

University in Peoria and majoring in Economics. 

 
 

 

Calahan Roy Heitbrink graduated from Jacksonville High School on May 31, 2019.  Cal was a 

member of the JHS Boys Soccer Team and this past season helped the team win their Sectional 

Championship.  Cal is undecided on his direction, but plans to evaluate his options determining his 

best path for a happy and productive future. 

 
 

Josef David Heitbrink graduated from Jacksonville High School on May 31, 2019.  He 

participated in Football during his four years at JHS.  He is currently at Fort Benning, GA 

preparing for 16 weeks of basic training for the United States Army.  He is specializing his 

training as a Cavalry Scout and, once he graduates, he will await his first assignment. 

 

Samuel John Roth V graduated from the University of Missouri—Columbia with a Masters in 

Documentary Journalism on May 17.  His HOLY FIRE Documentary won Best Director and 

Audience Choice at the Stronger Than Fiction film festival at Mizzou, which means it will play with 

the 3 other award winners at the Museum of the Moving Image's First Look Film Festival in NYC 

in January 2020.  Sam plans to move to Chicago in August to pursue film and music opportunities, 

including the development of HOLY FIRE as a feature-length film and performing as a drummer 

with The North and Wells band and The Lovebirds band.  

 

Kelsey Ray Street is the daughter of Kelly and Melissa Street.  She graduated from the University 

of Saint Mary in Leavenworth, Kansas with a Bachelor of Science in Biology.  She is currently 

employed at Memorial Medical Center, Springfield, Illinois, in the Histology Lab. 

 

Daniel Streib is a long time member of Faith Lutheran Church who started 

attending Faith during during summer breaks in 2008.  Somewhere around 2012, he began attending 

Faith fulltime, and he experienced some of his biggest spiritual growth here!  He developed a passion 

for music a few years ago, and he decided to go back to school as a Music Performance major 

(specializing in playing Trombone).  He just completed his Bachelors degree at Illinois College, and 

this fall he will be pursuing a Master's degree in Music at Illinois State University!  He looks forward 

to coming back to Faith whenever he can –  especially during the holidays!  
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Worship Schedule 

9:00 a.m. Outdoor Contemporary  
Worship Service with band  

and ASL interpretation 
10:30 a.m. Indoor Traditional Service  

with organ 
 

Our Staff 
Pastor - Adam Dichsen 

Parish Life Coordinator - Renee Leifheit 
Music Coordinator - Jean Welch 

Parish Nurses - Angie Fenner  
& Allie Snodgrass 

Parish Secretary - Kris Roth 
Custodian - Diane Craig 

Picking cherries at the Joehl’s. 

Inspiration Point at the Western Illinois Youth Camp.  

Faith built the deck, fire pit, and benches in the past.  We 

continue to support WIYC, and it is open for all to use. 

Doorbell Dinner volunteers who delivered meals last 

month.  Thanks for your help!  Doorbell Dinners is a 

rewarding ministry that delivers meals to those with 

financial or physical struggles.  We can always use more 

volunteers! 
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