
 

 

people surrounded the island and 
visited.  And in the sanctuary, the bells 
rang the good news, our choir 
proclaimed, “Christ is risen,” and brass 
led us in song as we came to the table of 
our risen Lord.  The pews were filled 
with friends and family who gathered to 
worship our God who moves out of the 
tomb, loving us into new life.  What a 
day indeed!   

A big “thank you” to all who cooked, 
cleaned, sang, rang, ate, and joined us 

for this 
w o n d e r f u l 
E a s t e r 
celebration!  

… but here’s 
the thing… 
just because 
April 21st has 
passed, it 
d o e s n ’ t 
mean that 
Easter is 
over.  We 
may not 
have lilies in 

the church every Sunday, or brass and 
bells and a meal in the Great Room, but 
Easter continues!  Our lives are forever 
changed  and  because  of  the 
resurrection, every day is a “what a day” 
kind of day.  Join us in the weeks to 
come as we learn about Resurrection 
Living and continue to celebrate and 
worship our risen Lord!  

What a day! 
by Pastor Adam 

What a day!  The joy of the resurrection 
filled our church and hearts on Easter 
Sunday.  One couldn’t help but notice 
that something “new” had happened... 
just by walking in the front door of the 
church!  In the days prior, our entryway 
and narthex had been transformed as 
the flooring crew laid carpet and a host 
of volunteers worked hard to clean, 
m o v e 
f u r n i t u r e , 
and decorate 
the space so 
t h a t  i t 
glowed.  A 
walk up the 
ramp to the 
Great Room 
revealed a 
b e a u t i f u l 
f e l l ow sh ip 
hall with 
tables set to 
serve our 
E a s t e r 
brunch, reflecting the greatness of 
God’s welcome and hospitality.  As egg 
casseroles cooked in the ovens in the 
new kitchen and fresh breakfast breads 
were delivered, a sweet aroma filled the 
entire building and made mouths water. 
During the meal, the room was packed 
as we feasted in the delight of being 
together.  Even the kitchen was full as 
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A Point to Ponder … by Elaine Chapman 
We Are an Easter People  

Just consider the emotional roller coaster that his 

disciples must have experienced as Jesus approached his 

final time in Jerusalem.  Imagine their amazement at the 

feeding of the five thousand and the raising of Lazarus.  

The “word on the street” varied from excitement that 

this man in their midst might be the promised Messiah  

to threats of his arrest and murder.  The crowds greeted 

Jesus with Hosannas on Palm Sunday, but then Jesus 

was arrested, and the disciples’ worst fears were realized 

on Calvary’s hill.  They were filled with sorrow and 

despair – they did not know what was coming next.  

     We, however, know the rest of the story.  We knew 

what was coming.  During the forty days of Lent, we 

prepared for the celebration.  The solemn hymns of 

Lent were replaced by “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

on Palm Sunday at the beginning of Holy Week.  These 

songs of joy were soon followed by the somber words 

of the Last Supper and the sorrowful hymns of Good 

Friday.  Then came the triumphant greetings of Easter: 

(ELW 449) 

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 

Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold; 

And our despair he turned to blazing joy.  Alleluia! 

We share by water in his saving death. 

Reborn we share with him an Easter life 

As living members of a living Christ.  Alleluia! 

A new creation comes to life and grows 

As Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 

The universe restored and whole will sing: 

Alleluia! 

Our Easter Sunday celebration has come and gone, but our lives are forever changed.  A new sermon series began 
on April 28 that looks at how we live as Easter people.  

April 28:  Forgiveness First – Jesus comes to his disciples after the betrayal of his crucifixion and never blames 
them for what he endured, but instead gives peace and forgiveness.  Resurrection Living calls us to do the 
same.  (John 20:19-31) 

May 5:  Doubters Welcome – Jesus doesn’t reject Thomas, but comes to him, showing us that Resurrection 
Living is strong enough to include our doubts.  (John 20:19-31) 

May 12:  Drop Your Nets Deep – Resurrection Living means Jesus points us to deeper channels of life where we 
find abundance.  (John 21:1-19) 

May 19:  Feed and Follow – Resurrection Living means we feed Christ’s sheep and follow, even if it takes us 
where we do not wish to go.  (John 21:1-19) 

Sermon Series: “Resurrection Living” 

     This spring our Stewardship campaign, to consider 

sharing our time and talent, features a visual aid to 

remind us of what we can share.  Our poster features a 

cornucopia spilling out lots of fruits and vegetables 

labeled with gifts and talents.  The theme “Table of 

Plenty,” urges us to “become part of the feast.”  The 

labels mirror the gifts listed in the “Service 

Opportunities” and “Gifted to Serve” brochures you 

picked up or received in the mail. 

     A “feast” at the “Table of Plenty” brings 

opportunities to serve and to share of ourselves.  At a 

church potluck, trying a new dish may lead you to new 

food favorites.  Trying a new way of serving the church 

may bring you new satisfaction and new offerings to 

the Body of Christ, the church.  Of course, your  new 

ways as well as tried and true ways of serving the Lord 

are a blessing to all. 

When we use our spiritual gifts, we experience joy, 
glorify God, and help build God’s Kingdom.  As we 
are reminded in the Lord’s Prayer “Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  
We have a part in building God’s Kingdom. 
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Sharon Zuiderveld named Jacksonville Correctional Center Volunteer 
of  the Year  
Sharon Zuiderveld was honored at the annual volunteer banquet at 
the JCC.  Sharon directs Faith’s “Storybook Project,” a ministry of 
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois where volunteers enter the prison 
to record offenders reading books to their children and then send the 
book and CD to their family.  This meaningful ministry is always 
looking for more volunteers.  Thank you Sharon for your hard work 
and service! 

Storybook Project   from Sharon Zuiderveld 
On Saturday morning, April 13, six volunteers visited the 
Jacksonville Correctional Center with books for the 
offenders to choose for their children.  Many men were 
new to the program, and several were excited that they 
would be released in the near future.  All are overwhelmed 
with love for their children and grandchildren, as evidenced 
in the books they select and the emotion in their voices as 
they read and add a message to the recording.  We never 
leave without joy in our hearts at the love and appreciation 
they show to us even as we minister to them.  This month 
33 men participated, and $90 was spent on postage.  Next 
month's visit will be on Saturday, May 18. 

Adult Sunday School  

     95 Theses Discussion 
On May 12, Pastor Adam will host a discussion of 
Luther’s 95 theses drawing from a book by Dr. 
Timothy Wengert.  Much interest in Martin Luther’s 
pastoral care arose following our recent Table Talk 
discussion.  Wengert highlights compassionate pastoral 
care as the motivation for Luther’s posting of the 95 
theses, an act that sparked the Protestant Reformation.  

Summer Schedule—May 26 

Outdoor Contemporary Service:  9:00 am 

We could use help setting up for worship,  

beginning at 8:00 am 

Indoor Traditional Service:  10:30 am 

Christian Performing Arts Camp (PAC)  
an encouraging 2-day experience for youth (those 

entering 5th through 12th grades) utilizing dance, mime, 

music, drama, art, and puppets to share the love of 

Jesus.  Campers have the opportunity to perform in 

groups, and independently if desired.  The cost is only 

$35 and includes lodging and meals; dates: Friday-

Saturday, June 14-15, 21-22, and 28-29.  Brochures 

are available on a table in the gathering area or online 

at:  www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org 

Doorbell Dinners…  Faith is responsible for 

Doorbell Dinner delivery from June 3-7.  We need 
drivers and deliverers to cover the needs of 5 different 
routes which span across the Jacksonville community 
each of the 5 days that week.  A sign-up sheet is 
available in the gathering area at the church.  The time 
commitment is from about 11:15-1:00 each day.   
     Please let Renee Leifheit know if you have any 
questions:  dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173. 
Join in the fun while serving others in our community! 

Magazine Share  
Wondering what to do with those outdated magazines 
piled up around the house collecting dust?  Share 
them with us, and you can clean up your table and 
counter tops while providing a much-appreciated 
outreach service.  Simply bring your old magazines to 
the church.  Homebound visitors and others reaching 
out to members in various circumstances can then 
share the magazines.  Your trash can be someone 
else’s treasure! 

http://www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org
mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
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Meet Our Members 

Robert & Rosemary Jokisch 
Interview by Patty Nelson 

 

  

  

Bob grew up on a farm near Virginia, 

just one mile from where he and 

Rosemary spent most of their 

married life.  Rosemary grew up in 

Washington, Illinois.  She and Bob 

met in the Student Union at 

Carthage College in Carthage, Illinois 

during Rosemary’s first year.  He left 

college his third year to farm with his 

dad.  She left at the end of three 

years and got a limited teaching 

certificate.  “We were married in 

1960, and I stayed home to be cook 

and bottle washer.  I learned to drive 

a tractor to help on the farm.  When 

the kids became independent, I went 

back to school and finished my 

degree at Sangamon State, finished 

my degree in gerontology, and 

worked as a caseworker for Prairie 

Council on Aging, later becoming 

the Executive Director.” 

When I asked how they knew they 

had found ‘the one,’ Rosemary 

chuckled and said, “When we started 

dating, I found out that Robert was a 

farm boy.  I always said I would 

never marry a farmer.  I had relatives 

on the farm, and I knew I wasn’t 

going to do that!”  When Bob told a 

good high school friend the news:  

“Tip, I got engaged last weekend. 

Tip said, ‘Well it’s about time!  

Rosemary and Annabelle have been 

ready for years.’”  (Annabelle was 

Bob’s mother - high praise when a 

mother-in-law is anxious for his son 

to marry his girlfriend!)  Robert just 

smiled and said, “He needed 

someone to cook and do his laundry 

for him.” 

They have three children, each four 

years apart.  Bruce is oldest and 

manages the farm.  He and Debbie 

have two children.  Eric, their son, is 

playing baseball in Korea.  Taylor, 

their daughter works in the office at 

Arends Awe.  Robert said, “If 

anybody would end up managing the 

farm after us, she is the one who 

would have the interest.”  Bruce and 

Bob once worked as ‘trim carpenters’ 

doing woodwork finishing.  Faith has 

benefitted from Bruce’s artistry as he 

built the communion rail, organ 

platform, and library book cases. 

Their daughter, Regina, lives in 

Lubbock, Texas and is a free-lance 

accompanist.  Her husband is a 

clarinet professor at Texas Tech.  

Their daughter is a sophomore at 

Colburn Conservatory in Los 

Angeles, studying to be a violinist.  

“She’s second to none,” said a proud 

grandpa and grandma.  Robert and 

Rosemary have hosted several house 

concerts for her and are planning to 

host a concert on June 12th at Faith 

(mark your calendars!). 

The youngest is their son Chris who 

lives in Raleigh, NC.  Chris is a 

contractor specializing in restoring 

historic homes.  “He does beautiful 

work - some has been featured in 

magazines.” Chris and wife Kim 

adopted a newborn 3 years ago.  “We 

hadn’t had any little ones for 17 

years.  It makes us young again.” 

When the family was young, they 

vacationed in Minnesota.  “We 

decided to canoe one day with 

Rosemary’s sister’s family.  The 

Vermillion River flows north into 

Canada and in a series of wide places 

and rapids.  There are portages 

where you can avoid the rapids.  

Bruce and his cousin missed a 

portage, got caught in the rapids, and 

dumped the canoe, fishing gear and 

all.  The parents were a little anxious, 

but it was shallow enough they could 

walk out.”  Rosemary and Bob 

continued to go to Minnesota after 

the children were gone and 

eventually hired a guide and finally 

learned how to catch walleye. 

The family raced go carts for 27 

years when the boys were young.  

“We managed to get through that 

without anyone getting seriously 

hurt.  We did that for a new 

adventure.  At one race, Bruce 

missed a curve, jumped the curb, 

went airborne and ended up in the 

beer tent.”  The racing career ended 

shortly after that. 

Rosemary was a first-class soda jerk.  

She worked in Stimles Drug Store 

from the time she was in 8th grade 

through high school.  She liked to 

make chocolate sodas and enjoyed 

the people who came in on a regular 

basis.  Rosemary said she learned the 

principles of business by working at 

the drug store.  She was paid on a 

weekly basis depending on how 

much her boss liked her work that 

week! 

Rosemary plays piano for her own 
enjoyment and plays duets with her 
friend, Margaret Crump.  She also 
played the organ at Faith for 13 years 
in the old sanctuary.  



 

 

Faith Grows… Education and Discipleship 

we grow in faith and show Christ’s love.      

Monday Morning Movie 
Join Faith family and friends on Monday, May 13 at 11:00 to share a 
potluck lunch and a movie!  We will watch An Interview with God, 
a thought-provoking film that connects conflicts of faith to the 
miracles that can occur when we are confronted with a living hope.   
 

Bring a friend and a dish to share!  See you then! 
Please contact Renee Leifheit if you plan to attend:   

dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173. 

Food, Faith, and Friends 
Looking for a way to keep in touch with some Faith friends 
during your busy week?  Come share lunch with friends on 
Friday, May 17 at Fujiyama in Jacksonville’s County 
Market Plaza.  Join the group whenever you can between 11:30
-1:30 for a dose of food, faith, and friends.  Please let Renee 
Leifheit know if you plan to attend: dr.leifheit@mchsi.com      
or 243-9173. 

Small Group Gatherings 
 

Monday 
All women of Faith are invited to  

Leo’s Pizza on the second Monday of the 
month (May 13) at 6:00 p.m.  

for pizza and fellowship.   
 

Tuesday 
Discipleship Group meets at 8:00 a.m.  

at McDonald’s for Bible study,  
breakfast, and bonding.   

The group utilizes the ELCA  
Daily Discipleship Bible Study based on the 

upcoming weekly Gospel lesson. 
 

Wednesday 
Men’s Prayer Group meets at 7:00 a.m.  

at Faith to share praises to God, give thanks 
for answered prayer, and pray together.   

Mother’s Day &  

Women’s Devotionals 
On Sunday, May 12 we will honor all 
women of God and hand out devotional 
books. 

Blood Pressure Screening and 

Newsletter Deadline May 19 
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Reflections from Peter 

On Palm Sunday we were blessed with a special visitor in 

worship, Peter the disciple!  Pastor Glen VanderKloot invited us 

on a journey with Peter to reflect on his incredible experiences 

with Jesus from his call, the events of Holy Week, Jesus’ 

crucifixion and Peter’s denial, to the empty tomb, and beyond. 

Birthday Open House 

The congregation is invited to help Lillian Korous celebrate 

her 80th birthday!  Please join her on Sunday, May 19, from 

4:00-6:00 pm in the Great Room at Faith.  Cards would be 

greatly appreciated, but please, no gifts. 

mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
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New Directions   

Christ’s body includes the homeless in our 

community.  Faith provides a meal to those in need 

on the second Sunday each month. Our meals are 

currently planned for about 8-10 people.  Faith’s 

monthly meal has typically consisted of sloppy joes, 

buns, a salad, a potato dish, and a dessert.  Faith’s 

next date for meal provisions is Sunday, May 12.  A 

sign-up sheet for future months is available in the 

church gathering area. 

Clothes Closet    
Christ’s body includes those in our local prison.  The 
Jacksonville Correctional Center maintains a “Clothes 
Closet” to assist newly-released offenders in their 
transitioning process.  Faith works cooperatively with 
JCC to collect new and gently-used men’s clothing, 
shoes, and outerwear of all sizes.  Donations may be left 
at the church.  Please label any donations dropped off.  If 
you prefer, financial contributions noted “Clothes 

Closet” may be made toward purchasing these items 
from local resale and thrift stores.  Questions? Contact 
Renee Leifheit: dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173. 

End-of-Year Giving  
“Prairie Council on Aging” 

This year Faith gave $300 to support the ministry of Prairie Council 
on Aging whose mission is to keep seniors in the community safely 
through social services.  Our donation will be used to support their 
two meals on wheels programs (Bread of Love and Doorbell 
Dinners).  Volunteers enjoy helping seniors improve their lives by 
offering services from meals, in home care, and tending to needs 
such as assisting with Medicare applications.  They are always looking 
for more volunteers for their food delivery and other services.  If you 
would like to learn more, visit their website at pcaging.com.   

Share the Love Success 
Thank you to all who donated, prayed for, and served at 
this year’s Share the Love event.  Faith provided and 
packaged 450 hygiene kits, dozens of other items, and 
numerous volunteers. Maria Phillips, the event’s 
organizer, says that there are no plans for Share the Love 
in 2020 and is looking for someone new to take it on.  

Food Center 
     The theme for our church’s spring “Time and Talent” stewardship campaign features the slogan “Table of 
Plenty.”  But the reality in our community is that many tables may be set with limited provisions that do not reach 
from paycheck to paycheck.  Add any emergency, and money for food is even more limited.  The Jacksonville 
Food Center provides a way to supplement food for those families or individuals who need help. 

     Faith Lutheran church supports the Jacksonville Area Community Food Center by collecting on the first 
Sunday of each month and delivering items to the Food Center on the following Monday.  You can place your 
donated food at any time in the patterned blue totes in the coat closet.  Leaving your items in plastic bags, if used, 
is encouraged.  Cash donations can be placed in the envelopes found on the sign-up table.  Just check the line for 
Jacksonville Food Center on the envelope and place in the offering.  If you donate by check, please make out the 
check to Faith Lutheran Church with a notation that it is for the Food Center.  A check so designated may also be 
put in the offering.  Money donations are totaled, and one check is sent to the Food Center each month.  
     $16.50 in food and $315 in money was donated in March.  Thank you to all who shared your blessings. 

Food Center Menu for May 
canned chicken, tuna, canned vegetables: green 

beans, peas, carrots, & mixed vegetables 
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As the current school year comes to a close, our Sunday 
School program at Faith is also wrapping up for the season.  
When you see the following Faith friends, please thank them 
for taking on the responsibility that we all accept as we 
baptize children at Faith:  Chad and Cindy Boehlke, Matt 
and Allie Snodgrass, Doris Robinson, Sharon 
Zuiderveld, Karen Sibert, Dustin Leifheit, Kevin Krohe, 
and Cindy Weger. 

Please thank these individuals for giving of themselves to 

support the Faith growth and development of the children of 

Faith.  Please also pray for the Education Committee as the 

group seeks God’s guidance in planning and preparing for a 

more family-centered Sunday School program centered 

around a study of the gospel, which might better meet the 

needs of a larger Faith population in the coming months.   

The elementary kids plan to hold a Bake Sale in the Great 
Room on the same day as the Kitchen Open House.  They 
are excited to share their baked goods with you!  All proceeds 
will go toward needed items for Faith’s new Kitchen. 

Cards/Cub Baseball Trip 

           Sunday, June 2, 2019 

If you haven’t already paid for your tickets, please drop your 
check in the church office; make checks out to Faith Lutheran 

with Baseball Tickets in the memo line.  Thank You! 

Have you seen the new Faith kitchen?!?  We are super excited about the possibilities with this new space!  To help 
fill the cabinets with useful cooking and serving items, we are planning a Kitchen Open House on Sunday,  
May 5 after both services.  Gift registries have been set up at Bed Bath and Beyond (registry #547335979), Wal-
Mart (registry #99570789421), and Amazon (amazon.com/registry “Lutheran”).  Items may be purchased online 
and shipped to your home or directly to the church.  Or, you may also go to the stores and print off the registry 
list before you shop.  Any gift cards or cash donations received will be used toward kitchen items.  Registry 
information can be found on the table in the gathering area.  On Sunday, May 5 during fellowship time after both 
services, we will host a special coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall to receive your gifts.  Stay tuned for additional 
details about the Kitchen Open House in Sunday bulletins.  If you have questions, please visit with Martha Krohe 
or Barb Davenport. 

Confirmation May 19 
This year we celebrate with Kellen Leifheit, Owen Spray, and Will Weger as they affirm their Rite of 

Confirmation.  Confirmation is an affirmation of Baptism.  In their childhood, each was baptized as a decision of 

their parents.  This is an opportunity for them to affirm their desire to continue to live in the gifts of baptism and 

be involved as adult members of the church.  All three youth will be confirmed at the 8:15 service with a 

reception for all afterward.  

Sunday School 

Bake Sale — Sunday, May 5 

Kitchen Open House! 

Faith has generously supported the Fellowship 

of Christian Athletes organization in recent 

years.  Please pray for both the adults and 

students working to start and strengthen a 

Middle School FCA group through Jacksonville 

Middle School.  Leaders and students are now 

meeting every other week for fellowship and a 

brief devotion before school at Lincoln Avenue 

Baptist Church.  Other fellowship activities are 

also currently being planned.  If you are 

interested in supporting or participating in 

Middle School FCA activities, please contact 

Dustin or Renee Leifheit.  Positive adult 

relationships are not only appreciated, but are 

crucial to lifelong 

faith development.  

All you need to do is 

be present to show 

t h a t  y o u  a r e 

interested and that 

you care!  Choose to 

make a difference! 
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Worship Schedule 

8:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
with band and ASL interpretation 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School for All Ages 
10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ 

Outdoor Worship at 9:00 a.m.  
beginning on May 26th 

 

Our Staff 
Pastor - Adam Dichsen 

Parish Life Coordinator - Renee Leifheit 
Music Coordinator - Jean Welch 

Parish Nurses - Angie Fenner  
& Allie Snodgrass 

Secretary - Kris Roth 
Custodian - Diane Craig 
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