
 

 

their new boyfriends and girlfriends 
(making sure I don’t mistakenly call 
them by the name of the last one).  I get 
to see my mom sitting at the head of the 
table, presiding over this crazy crew, and 
I remember when my dad would sit at 
the other end of the table and savor the 
family more than the feast.  I come to 

the table because we 
are family. 

This Lent, you are 
invited to come to 
the table.  If I had 
my way, and our 
construction were 
further along, we 
would be having all 
sorts of meals 
together. Shrove 
Tuesday pancakes, a 
k o s h e r  S e d e r 

celebration, a 5th Sunday 
feast, and more!  Alas, I will have to 
settle for our usual midweek suppers, 
but the food isn’t why we gather 
anyway, is it?  No, we come to the table 
because we are family.  We come to the 
table, the altar, where Christ sits at the 
head and presides over a feast of bread 
and wine, a feast of grace.   

On March 31st, we will have a 5th 
Sunday combined service.  We have 
been having these special services for 
over five years now, giving us 
opportunities to come to the table and  

Continued on next page… 

Come to the Table! 
by Pastor Adam 

Each year the Dichsen Thanksgiving 
evolves (I know it’s March, but humor 
me).  A different bunch of people 
gather each year due to various family 
commitments, 
travel, and the 
love lives of my 
nieces and 
n e p h e w s .  
Then there is 
the menu… 
someone saw 
on a morning 
talk show the 
latest way to 
cook a turkey, 
my sister-in-law 
is trying a new 
couscous Brussel sprout healthy dish, 
my grandma’s recipe corn souffle is a 
stand (I don’t think anyone really likes 
it, but it’s tradition), and everyone tries 
to save room for my mom’s killer pies.  
It’s a crazy and diverse mix that 
represents our crazy and diverse family, 
and do you know what?  I love it!   

I don’t come to the table because I get 
to eat my favorite dish, but because we 
come to the table together as a family.  I 
get to see my brother and his family 
from Wisconsin that I only get to see 
once or twice a year.  I get to catch up 
with my nieces and nephews and meet 
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A Point to Ponder …  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow  
 

Music brings back so many memories.  Every Sunday in 

my little home church, the organist played some 

meditative piece during the offering.  When the ushers 

were ready to bring in the offering, she played a loud G 

chord; that was the signal for the congregation to stand 

and sing “Praise God from Whom All Blessings 

Flow”  (LBW 564).  For years our family holiday meals 

were opened with the singing of the Doxology – 

because we all knew it!  Another great memory that this 

hymn brings to me is the experience of singing with the 

Millikin Choir one year.  After every concert, the choir 

re-gathered backstage and sang it, sometimes in eight 

parts.  What joy! 

 

This is a very old hymn.  The tune “Old Hundredth” is 

most often attributed to French composer Louis 

Bourgeois (1510-1559), who served as John Calvin’s 

musical collaborator in the formation of the Genevan 

Psalter.  The text was written by Thomas Ken (1637-

1711), a Bishop in the Church of England.  Other 

words have been set to the tune, including the familiar 

“All People That On Earth Do Dwell”  (LBW 245). 
 

With our rich legacy of hymns, we become a part of 

that great cloud of witnesses.  And more beautiful 

hymns are added every day!  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

Amen. 

Jesus didn’t stay in one place for long.  His earthly 
ministry was one of moving from one place and 
encounter to the next.  He also moved through every 
part of the human experience, encountering everything 
from temptation, to joy, to suffering, and even 
death.  On Sundays in Lent, we will follow Jesus 
through his ministry, and we will be moved, for we 
cannot stay the same.  We are moved to grow and 
change as followers and imitators of the gospel.  We 
are not alone, but God is still on the move in our lives, 
walking with us every step of the way as we travel the 
road to Easter.  Pick up your roadmap in worship on 
March 10 as we begin this journey together.   

 

 

 

 

 

March 10 - “God Moves… into the Desert” 

March 17 - “God Moves… past all Obstacles” 

March 24 - “God Moves… over the Fence” 

March 31- “God Moves… down the Road” 

April 7 - “God Moves Us… to Empty Ourselves” 

April 14 - “God Moves… to the Cross” 

April 21 - “God Moves… out of the Tomb” 

Sermon Series: “God on the Move” 

Continued from cover... 

worship together as a Faith Family.  I know, you may 
not like everything on the menu.  We may sing a song 
you don’t like or one you don’t know.  We may kneel 
at the communion rail or dip.  You might not know 
the person sitting next to you or are afraid you’ll call 
them by the wrong name.  The good thing is that we 
don’t worship and come to the table because of the 
songs or our traditions or our friends.  We come to the 
table because we are family.  Not a Faith Family with 
your pastor presiding, but God’s family with Jesus 
presiding.   

 

This Lent, come to the table on Wednesday nights and 
hear about incredible promises of God associated with 
food.  Come to the table on Sunday mornings and be 
moved by God on the move.  Come to the table for 
our combined service and look at the crazy crew 
around you, sing out on the songs you know (give 
some new ones a shot, too), remember our loved ones 
who so cherished their time at this table, and introduce 
yourself to someone new or someone you just may 
have forgotten.  Come to the table because we are 
family.   



 

 

Faithful Happenings…what’s new? 
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Living Last Supper 
Faith will again host a Living Last Supper worship 
service that is open to the community.  Come to 
the table for this reenactment of Leonardo 

DaVinci’s portrayal of Jesus’ 
last supper with his disciples 
and hear first hand from the 
disciples what it has meant 
for them to follow Jesus.  It 
will be an opportunity to 

share in communion and worship the one who 
gave his life for us.  This service is open to the 

community, and we encourage all to invite 
friends for this moving experience.  

Lenten Midweek Worship Services 
Time and time again in the Bible, God shows up at 
meals.  Meals provide opportunity for the community to 
gather and imagery to help us see God’s generous 
grace.  At each midweek 
worship service, we will hear 
about one of these meals, 
from the Passover in Egypt 
to the Last Supper in an 
upper room, and feast on the 
rich promises of God.  Our worship format this year will 
not follow Holden Evening Prayer, but a liturgy of table 
songs and communion.  Come to the table, 
the Lord’s Table, and join us for these times 
of worship.   

 
Combined  

Service  
Join the celebration at the 
table as we worship 
together at one service 
and welcome new 
members to our Faith 
Family on Sunday, March 
31, at 9:30 am.  There will 
be no meal following the 
service.   

Wednesday, March 6, 7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday 
Wednesdays, March 13, 20, 27 & April 3 & 10 

6:00 pm  Potluck Supper 
6:45  pm  Lenten Worship 

Lenten  
Suppers  

Before each midweek 
service, all are invited to 
come to the table for a 
potluck soup supper at 
6:00 pm.  If you can 
bring something to add 
to the table, please 
do.  If you are busy and 
cannot prepare a dish, 
there will still be food 
and a place for you!   

Martin Luther’s “Table Talk” (on tap) 

The kitchen table of Martin and Katy Luther was a busy place!  Not only did it 
seat their family, but many guests and students would often join them for a meal.  
At these meals, conversation would fly from a variety of theological and practical 
matters about which Luther freely spoke his mind.  Notes of these conversations 
have been preserved and compiled into a new version of “Table Talk.”  Beginning 
on March 3rd, you are invited to come to the table with Naomi Hahn and Pastor 
Adam and join the conversation as we read portions of this book together.  On 
two occasions (March 15th and April 13th at 6 pm), all are invited to come to the 
kitchen table at the Dichsens’ for “Table Talk on Tap” where we will open the 
floor for more questions and conversations… along with some Lutheran 
beverages.  Please sign up in the narthex if you plan to attend.  “Table Talk” 
books are available for purchase for $10, or you may find your own.  We will meet 
on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the church… wherever we find enough space! 

Pancakes, 
Seder, and 5th 
Sunday Meal 

We no longer plan to 
host these meals as we 
put our efforts to 
c o m p l e t i n g  t h e 
renovations to our 
Fellowship Hall.  Stay 
tuned for lots of 
opportunities to come 
to the table in the 
future! 



 

 

Faith Flows… we are one body in Christ. 
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     Kerry and Annamaria were born 
in Australia and have that delightful 
Australian accent that I could listen 
to for hours.  Kerry said, “I don’t 
think I sound any different than 
anybody else.  When I go to 
Australia, people think I’m 
American and when I’m here, 
people say I sound Australian.” 

     Annamaria grew up in the 
mountains of Sydney, then moved 
to the west suburbs of Sydney, New 
South Wales which is in the 
southeastern part of Australia.  
Kerry was born in Brisbane, 
Queensland, which is the 
northeastern corner of Australia.  
His father was American, and his 
mother was Australian.  When 
Kerry was three, the family moved 
to the US, and Kerry grew up 
around places like Virginia, 
Petersburg, Astoria, and Peoria, IL.  
He went to Trinity Lutheran School 
in Davenport, Iowa.  “We grew up 
all over the place.”  In 1966, Kerry’s 
parents separated, and he and 2 of 
his 3 brothers went back to 
Australia. 

     At 12, Kerry was in school in 
Toowoomba, Queensland, and at 17 
joined the Australian army.  After 
his 3-yr enlistment, he got out, but 
then realized he still wanted to 
serve, re-enlisted for another 21yrs.  
He went through the Army 
Education Program and retired in 
1996 as a Warrant Officer Class 2 in 
the Military Police, then serving 4yrs 
as Senior Vetting Advisor for the 
Defense Security Branch doing 

interviews for top-secret clearance 
for the defense industry.  

    Annamaria graduated high school 
and went to college for a few years. 
“My college was similar to your 
Lincoln Land.  I got a certificate in 
Advanced Operations in Travel.  
When I was doing that, I found out 
that I was actually earning more 
money at my current job than the 
teacher who was doing the travel. 
So, I finished the course but never 
went into that as a career.  I got a 
job with the state government and 
was there for 29 years.  I put myself 
through a Diploma of Management 
course and also earned a Certificate 
Three (similar to a bachelor’s 
degree) in Children Services. 

     The story of how they met was 
straight out of a romance novel.  
When I asked the question, they 
looked at each other and laughed.  
Kerry chuckled and said, “We met 
in a train station.”  Annamaria 
added, “We’d both been married 
before.  I’d split up with my ex and 
moved to a suburb called 
Cherrybrook in Sydney’s western 
suburbs.”  Kerry was living in 
Cherrybrook as well.  For 12mo, 
they’d drive into the train station at 
the same time and catch the same 
train to work.  He said, “We’d park 
next to each other half the time.  
She’d walk by, and I’d check her 
out, and she’d look away.  And I 
thought, aw, she’s stuck up.”  
Annamaria laughed and said, “I was 
shy.”  Finally, one day Kerry was 
looking down the track and looked 
up and caught Annamaria looking.  
“We started chatting, and a month 
later we went out.  About a year 
later, we moved in together, and a 
couple years later we got married.”  
Annamaria said they wanted to 
avoid the hassle of deciding who sits 

where, so they eloped to Las Vegas 
and had a big dinner party when 
they got home and “made them sit 
through the video of the wedding.” 

     Kerry has two daughters, ages 43 
and 40, and three grandchildren.  
When Kerry decided he wanted to 
move to the U.S., Annamaria was 
agreeable.  She said, “I’ll move, but 
I want my own family to go with.”  
So, Harrison was born and is uncle 
to nieces and nephews who are all 
older than he.   

     Kerry has family in this area.  
Kerry said, “People always say - why 
Jacksonville?”  Annamaria added, 
“We decided if we were going to 
move, we were going to move 
somewhere where we had someone 
we knew.”  Most of Kerry’s 
immediate family is in Jacksonville, 
Petersburg, and Chatham.  “The 
family is fairly thick around here.” 

     Annamaria is now a ‘stay at 
home mum’ for Harry.  “I go on his 
field trips and help at school, things 
like that.”  Annamaria also makes 
greeting cards and jewelry.  She is 
also trying to get her paperwork in 
order so she can sub for 4 Rivers. 

     Kerry retired and spent a couple 
of years doing nothing when they 
first moved to Jacksonville.  “Then 
I got bored, and I was driving 
Annamaria crazy.”  He turned a 
garage in a rental property into his 
‘man-cave’ and builds non-wing 
sprint race cars in the garage.  He 
raced in Australia, and Annamaria 
was the crew chief. 

     As we were nearing the end of 
the interview, I asked Kerry and 
Annamaria if there was anything 
they would like the congregation to 
know.  Kerry said, “We enjoy it here 
very much.  We couldn’t be happier, 
this church is ‘more us.’” 

Meet Our Members 

Annamaria & Kerry 

McCombs 
 

Interview by Patty Nelson 



 

 

Faith Grows… Education and Discipleship 

Small Group Gatherings 
 

Monday 
All women of Faith are invited to  

Leo’s Pizza on the second Monday of the 
month (March 11) at 6:00 p.m.  

for pizza and fellowship.   
 

Tuesday 
Discipleship Group meets at 8:00 a.m.  

at McDonald’s for Bible study,  
breakfast, and bonding.   

 

Wednesday 
Men’s Prayer Group meets at 7:00 a.m.  

at Faith to share praises to God, give thanks 
for answered prayer, and pray together.   

we grow in faith and show Chris’s love.      

Monday Morning Movie 
Join Faith family and friends on Monday, March 18 at 11:00 to share a potluck 
lunch and a movie!  We will watch Babette’s Feast, a film based in 19th century 
Denmark, where two adult sisters live in an isolated village with their father, who 
is the honored pastor of a small Protestant church.  Although they each are 
presented with a real opportunity to leave the village, the sisters choose to stay 
with their father, to serve him and their church. After some years, a French 
woman refugee, Babette, arrives at their door, begs them to take her in, and 
commits herself to work for them as  maid.  Sometime after their father dies, the 
sisters decide to hold a dinner to commemorate the 100th anniversary of his 
birth.  Babette experiences unexpected good fortune and implores the sisters to 
allow her to take charge of the preparation of the meal. Although they are 
secretly concerned about what Babette, a Catholic and a foreigner, might do, the 
sisters allow her to go ahead. Babette then prepares the feast of a lifetime for the 
members of the tiny church and an important gentleman related to one of them.  
Bring a friend and a dish to share!  See you then!                                         

. 

Food, Faith, and Friends 

Looking for a way to keep in touch with some Faith friends 
during your busy week?  Come share lunch with friends on 
Friday, March 15 at El Rancherito in the Lincoln Square 
Plaza in Jacksonville: 110 Morton Avenue.  Join the group 
whenever you can between 11:30-1:30 for a dose of food, faith, 
and friends.   Please let Renee know if you plan to attend so that 
adequate seating may be arranged: dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-
9173. 

Thank You 
Dear Faith Lutheran Friends, 

     Thank you so much for praying for 
me!  I believe that I wouldn’t be alive 
without your faithful prayer on my behalf.  
I’m on the mend and so thankful. 
     Love to ALL,  Ralph Snodgrass 

Blood Pressure Screening and 

Newsletter Deadline March 17th 
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Holy Baptism 

On February 10 we 
welcomed Stellla Kaye 
Shipman to the waters of 
Holy Baptism.  Stella’s 
parents are Scott and 
Makenzie Shipman 

Calling All Easter Singers! 
We are pleased to announce that we have a new choir director 
who will be starting with us in the fall.  Jacob Smetters directs the 
Jacksonville High School Choir and is excited to help bring music 
to our worship.  While he will not start until fall, we would like to 
have a special piece of music for Easter.  All are welcome to join 
us as we prepare and share this offering.  There is no 

commitment to be a member 
of the choir, so if you have 
been itching to sing, this is 
your opportunity to scratch! 

mailto:dr.leifheit@mchsi.com
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New Directions   

Christ’s body includes the 

homeless in our community.  

Faith provides a meal to those 

in need on the second Sunday 

each month. Our meals are 

currently planned for about 8-

10 people.  Faith’s monthly 

meal has typically consisted of 

sloppy joes, buns, a salad, a 

potato dish, and a dessert.  

Faith’s next date for meal 

provisions is Sunday, March 

10.  A sign-up sheet for future 

months is available in the 

church gathering area. 

Clothes Closet    
Christ’s body includes those in our local prison. Faith has been collecting 

gently-used men's clothing, socks, and shoes of all sizes to donate to the 

"Clothes Closet" program at the Jacksonville Correctional Center.  This 

program helps to equip newly-released offenders for their new lives with a little 

confidence.  If you have new or gently-used men’s clothing or shoes, drop 

them by the church.  Monetary donations are also welcome.  Questions?  

Contact Renee Leifheit: dr.leifheit@mchsi.com or 243-9173. 

 

Food Center  
      

     Food insecurity affects all ages.  Children can 
receive nutrition at most schools but can face a hungry 
summer.  Adults are mostly left to their own abilities.  
Working mothers and fathers earning minimum wage 
live on the edge of fortune.  One car breakdown or 
serious sickness or serious accident can leave a family 
or individual in serious trouble with no money for 
food.  Senior citizens living only on Social Security are 
also prone to hunger when unlucky events occur. 
Hunger affects all of us, and supplying food for the 
needy is a way to share our good fortune with those in 
need. Remember the saying popular years ago? …
WHAT WOULD JESUS DO? 
 

     Faith Lutheran church supports the Jacksonville 
Area Community Food Center by collecting on the 
first Sunday of each month and delivering items to the 

Food Center on the following Monday.  You can place 
your donated food at any time in the patterned blue 
totes under the sign-up table.  Leaving your items in 
plastic bags, if used, is encouraged.  Cash donations can 
be placed in the envelopes found on the sign-up table.  
Just check the line for Jacksonville Food Center on 
the envelope and place in the offering.  If you donate 
by check, please make out the check to Faith 
Lutheran Church with a notation that it is for the 
Food Center.  A check so designated may also be put 
in the offering.  Money donations are totaled, and one 
check is sent to the Food Center each month.  $38.88 
in food and $525 in money was donated in January.  
Thank you to all who shared your blessings. 
 

     Food Center Menu for March — breakfast items: 
dry cereals, pop tarts, pancake mix & syrup, oatmeal 
            

                                                                    Lillian Korous 

Storybook Project  

Six hearty volunteers braved the cold to visit 25 men at the Jacksonville 
Correctional Center on Saturday morning, February 9.  Some men are 
expressive readers, others amazed at our selection for older children, and one 
man cried as he told the tragic story of his daughter and her infant. Prayers are 
appreciated for all the men and for Chaplain Kean as he ministers to them 
with his gentle humor day after day.  Thanks to everyone at Faith who 
supports this ministry.     Sharon Zuiderveld 

 

 

 

     Jacksonville’s annual “Share the Love” community 

support event will take place on Saturday, April 13 this 

year.  This outreach opportunity provides those in need 

with personal hygiene kits, household cleaning supplies, 

clothing, and additional items all free of charge. 

     The area churches are being asked to collect Spring 
and Summer clothing for all ages and sizes as well as all 
types of household linens.  Donations will be accepted 
through mid-March.   

     A sorting/packing day will take place on 
Sunday, March 24, from 12:30-4:00 pm at Saved 
Space (200 E. Douglas) to prepare for the April event.   

Donations of new and gently-used items may be left at 
the church with attention to “Share the Love” indicated.   
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Crossways Confirmation Camp 
Confirmation students and middle-school-aged youth are invited to attend “Crossways Confirmation Camp” at 
Augustana College in Rock Island.  From June 10-14, youth from about a dozen Lutheran churches in central 
Illinois will join for activities, games, and small-group discussions to enrich their faith and nurture their 
relationships with God and one another.  Lodging and food will be provided through Augustana College with a 
number of activities on and off campus.  Pastor Adam will be one of the leaders this year and will serve as a 
chaperone from Faith.  Cost for the week is $235, and registration is due in April.  

Amon’s Adventure 
This book is a storybook for Lent that we read last year as a family.  It 
has a chapter for each day of Lent and follows the story of a young 
Jewish boy growing up near Jerusalem at the time of Jesus.  When his 
father is wrongly accused of a crime, he risks his life, sees the jubilant 
crowds that gathered on Palm Sunday, outwits the Roman soldiers that 
planned to kill both his father and Jesus, hears the Messiah address the 
angry crowds, is present during the daring betrayal of Judas Iscariot, and 
witnesses the ultimate sacrifice made on Good Friday.  This is an 
engaging book for the whole family to enjoy during the Lenten season, 
and we will definitely be reading it again this year.  If you would like to 
read it as well, there are copies on the table in the narthex that can be 
purchased for $20.  Enjoy the adventure of Lent! – Pastor Adam 

Cards/Cub Baseball Trip 
Please join us for our 7th annual Faith St. Louis 
Cardinals vs. Chicago Cubs baseball trip at Busch 
Stadium, St. Louis, MO on Sunday, June 2, 2019.  
With a game time of 1:15 pm, the bus will pick us up 
at Faith about 10:00 am (right after the outdoor 
service).  It will drop us off at the gates of Busch 
Stadium in time to enjoy some early summer 
baseball.  We will eat at the ballpark.  A good estimate 
to arrive back home is around 7:00 pm.  The ticket 
price this year is $55 ($46 for ticket and $9 for bus 
seat), but there are only 40 tickets available for our 
group, so please get your tickets ASAP (sign-up sheet is in the gathering area at Faith).  The tickets will not last 
long at this price.  Our seat location this year is the Right Field Terrace – Section 435 (first base side).  Ticket 
payment is due by March 31, 2019.  Please call/text Dustin at 491-0927 or email him at dustin.leifheit@ic.edu if 
you have any questions. 

FYI at Brooklyn Youth Center 
March brings our community youth another opportunity to gather for FYI at the Brooklyn Youth Center at 865 
East Street from 4:00-6:00pm.  There will be time for worship with a band led by Chuck and Libby West from 
Central Christian Church, games and activities (board games, air hockey, ping-pong, and video games), and of 
course food!  FYI is for all junior and high school youth in Jacksonville and surrounding communities.  It is 
sponsored by the Jacksonville Area Conference of Churches and is held whenever there is a 5th Sunday in a 
month.   

mailto:dustin.leifheit@ic.edu
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“In response to God’s grace flowing through Christ, we 
grow in faith and show Christ’s love.” 
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Worship Schedule 

8:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
with band and ASL interpretation 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 a.m. Traditional Service with organ 

 

March 6: Ash Wednesday, 7:00 pm 
 

Our Staff 
Pastor - Adam Dichsen 

Parish Life Coordinator - Renee Leifheit 
Music Coordinator - Jean Welch 

Parish Nurses - Angie Fenner  
& Allie Snodgrass 

Secretary - Kris Roth 
Custodian - Diane Craig 

 

 

 

Fellowship hall with flooring, 

new windows, accent walls, 

and lots of supplies. 

 

 

 

Kitchen cabinets and 

countertops 
 

 

 

Secretary Office 
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